FALL 2020

From the President’s Pen
I’m going to try something a little different with this quarter’s message:
please take a few moments to reflect on your personal journey over the past six months.
I suspect many would agree that it has been a long and emotional ride. There have been
incredible highs, like seeing how quickly we came together as a community to support
each other during these uncertain times. There have been some lows, like the overwhelming uncertainty that comes with living in today’s world. Since March, we’ve experienced
everything from a pandemic to a bright light exposing many of the divides that still exist
within our country. With that being said, I am proud of all that we have done in coming
together as we continue to move “Forward” (isn’t that the Wisconsin Motto?) with so
many things in Union Grove. I would like to bring you up to date on what’s going on:
Parks
• New playground equipment has been installed at Leider Park
• Park and Recreation conducted an online survey of Needs/Wants of residents
• Comprehensive Park Plan is in the works
• “The Pavilion” at School Yard Park is has been completed with a dedication and
opening even planned in Spring of 2021
CDA
• Planning workshop with the experts.
• The CDA has begun work on identifying what future housing stock is needed within the community of Union Grove. Over the next several months, the
CDA will be meeting with local Realtors, Bankers, Builders, Business Owners,
Schools, Churches and a cross section of residents.

Planning Commission
• Recently completed the 2050 Land Use Plan
• Recently completed a review and changes to the zoning map to more accurately
reflect current and projected uses for all parcels within the Village Of Union Grove
Canopy Hill Subdivision
• This proposed subdivision has been in the works since 2007. A proposal of
the new plan was presented at a joint open meeting of Village Board, Planning
Commission and CDA on Monday July 20th with about 35 people in attendance
in-person and by phone. The proposal was accepted in concept with some minor
tweaks being recommended.
• Three 20 unit multi-family with a total of 60 luxury apartments.
• Decrease of 75% from original proposal of 240 multifamily.
• 30 duplex 2 story town homes which will provide 60 single family residences
of 3-4 bedrooms each. ( $275,000-$325,000)
continues on Page 2
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• 4 ranch style duplexes which will provide 8 single family residences with 1,450-1,750 SF each
($290,000- $350,000 each side)
• 183 single family home lots. (Lot and Home packages starting at $400,000)
• Donation of land to the Village of Union Grove for future needed public/safety use.
• Dedication of 13.5 acres with walking trail to service the park and nature area.
** This is the most recent proposal/concept plan as of the writing of this article**

TID 3 Closure
• The necessary paperwork has been submitted officially closing out TID 3.

Streets
• Milldrum St. (between 16th and 17th Ave.) This section of road is being reconstructed and widened
to match the width of the Milldrum St. south of 17th Ave. Sidewalk will be added on the east side of
the road to connect from 16th Ave. to the school. Traffic will continue to be one-way (north-bound
only) and parking will be available on both sides of the street.
• Lark Ct. and Ruth Ct. As part of the same contract with Milldrum St., these cul-de-sacs will be
resurfaced with curb replacement as needed. Construction is currently planned for late September
and early October.

Finance
• The 2019 audit has been completed
• Paul Frantz of Bakery Tilly presented the results of the 2019 Audit to the Village Board on July 6.
Mr. Frantz reported on the financial strength of the Village, indicating we were given an “unmodified opinion,” the highest level of assurance you can receive from the audit process. He indicated
that the Village is maintaining a strong fund balance and was able to allocate additional funding
to toward capital improvement projects to address critical infrastructure needs at year-end 2019.
• Work on the 2021 Village and Utility Budgets has begun
• A 10 Year Long Range Financial Plan has been proposed with the following goals:
• Plan for rising costs of operations and capital improvement needs, while:
• Maintaining a stable property tax rate
• Maintaining a General Fund balance that meets our Fund Balance Policy (25% prior year
expenditures)
• Meeting the goal of our Debt Policy as it relates to General Obligation debt limits (75% or less
of our statutory debt limit)

2020 Local Property Assessed Value
• Real Estate and Personal Property
• $332,500,900.00
• Increase of $11,513,100.00 (3.59% increase over 2019)
• Manufacturing
• $18,483,000.00
• Increase of about $100,000.00 from 2019

These are just some of the many things happening in the Village. At a time when the word “transparency”
is the new buzz word, I hope you find this information informative. We always welcome you to the
Village Meetings. Visit our Web Site www.uniongrove.net for meeting agendas and minutes, Union Grove
Facebook Page, monthly E newsletter, and the quarterly newsletter.
A special shout out to the Union Grove High and Union Grove Elementary School Boards,
Administrators, Principals, Teachers and all others that have been charged with making the 2020—2021
school year happen in these unique times. Be mindful of the students returning to school, slow down, stop
at the crosswalks and be courteous at the drop off sites.
I am so proud to serve this incredible community of Union Grove.
Mike Aimone
Village President
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Village Adopts 2050 Land Use Map
On August 3, the Village Board adopted a 2050 Land Use Plan map, replacing the 2035 Land Use map that was set in 2009. The new map was
developed over a six-month process that began with a public workshop on January 29. The map was reviewed and revised by the Plan Commission over the course of public meetings held on March 2, May 4 and June 1, with a public hearing on the final proposed map on August 3.
The land use map serves as a guide for future development and redevelopment activities in the community. It does not impact the current
use of a property, which is regulated by the zoning map. The land use map can be amended at the request of a property owner through a land
use plan amendment application process.

Highlights of the 2050 Land Use Map:

• Reestablish the Union Grove planning area to reflect the Village’s
municipal borders based on the 2018 incorporation of Yorkville.
• Creates a “mixed use” category allowing for commercial and/or
residential uses within the same property. This category has been
applied throughout the main commercial corridor of the Village on
Main St. and 15th Ave.
• Reflects the most recent concept plans presented for the Canopy
Hill subdivision indicating mostly medium-density residential with
a portion of high-density residential at the north end.
• Establishes medium-density residential as the land use category for
most undeveloped areas of the Village not located within the main
commercial corridors.
For more information about the map, and to view the
2050 Land Use Plan map, visit uniongrove.net/landusemap

better water. pure and simple.
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General Election Informaton — November 3, 2020
The General Election is coming up on Tuesday,
November 3! Polls will be open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. at
Union Grove Municipal Center (925 15th Ave.).
The ballot will include races for U.S. President,
U.S. Congress, State Assembly, District Attorney,
County Clerk, County Treasurer and County Register
of Deeds.
The following information is current as we are writing
this in August, but could change due to the pandemic and
any procedural changes decided at the state level. Look
for updates on the Village website at uniongrove.net and
you can always call the Village Offices for information
at (262) 878-1818.
Voter Registration
If you need to register as a first-time voter or
reregister due to a name or address change, you can
register by mail or online at http://myvote.wi.gov up to
20 days before the election (October 14). You can also
register at the Village Offices up to the Friday before
the election (October 30). Registration is also available
at the polls on election day (though longer wait times
are to be expected). A proof of residence document
is needed to register, such as a WI driver’s license
or photo ID, utility bill, bank statement, lease, real
estate tax bill or receipt or paycheck. An exhaustive list
of valid proof of residence documents can be found at
http://elections.wi.gov. The document needs to contain
the current address. Voters must reside at their address
for at least 28 days by Election Day in order to register
to vote.
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Absentee Voting
Due to COVID-19, absentee voting will likely be encouraged for the General Election to help avoid large
gatherings at the polls. In Wisconsin, you do not need to
provide a reason for requesting an absentee ballot.
• Absentee Voting by Mail: You can sign up at
http://myvote.wi.gov or at the Village Offices to
have an absentee ballot mailed to you. A valid
photo ID is required if you have not provided a
photo ID to vote by mail in the past. Ballots will
be mailed out beginning around late-September
to electors with a request on file. A request for an
absentee ballot by mail must be received by 5 p.m.
on the Thursday before the election (October 29).
Keep in mind that completed absentee ballots must
be received by the Village Offices by election day
in order to be counted.
• Absentee Voting in Person: Due to COVID-19,
we are planning to again offer drive-up absentee
voting in the Municipal Center parking lot for the
two-week period prior to the election (instead of
absentee voting inside the Municipal Center). This
helps avoid large gatherings inside the building. A
valid photo ID must be shown to submit an absentee ballot in person.
Poll Workers Needed
Union Grove is fortunate to have a loyal group of
residents who work at the polls each election. However,
additional poll workers will be needed on November 3
and to help administer drive-up voting leading up to the
election. Poll workers are paid $9.50 per hour and serve
a vital role in the democratic process.
Please contact the Village Offices at (262) 878-1818
or info@uniongrove.net if you are interested and
available to work as a poll worker.

Department of Public Works
This is a great time of the year to see nature put on its
annual spectacle, so take some time, relax, and look at
the brilliant colors that will be covering the Village.

Sump discharges not in compliance cause slippery
conditions on sidewalks and streets when temperatures fall below freezing, PLEASE relocate your
discharge if you are not compliant.

As we enjoy the season and start to prepare for the winter, please see the following to ensure you are a good
neighbor and are helping to make the Village a GREAT
place to live and work.

• Brush pickup will end the week of October 30th
and will start again next April. Please do not place
any brush in the gutters or on the road.

• Village ordinance requires sump pump discharges
to be a minimum of 15 feet back from the edge of
your property line, approximately 25 feet from road
face of curb. Side yard discharge is not allowed.

• Leaf pickup will start in October and, weather
permitting the last pickup will be the week of
November 20th. October and November are the
ONLY time that leaves (NO YARD WASTE) can be
placed in the gutters. The Village does not pickup
yard waste, PLEASE bag it for pickup by John’s.

• Swimming pools cannot be drained into sanitary
sewers, roadside ditches or on to neighboring
properties.

• The Village will pick up Christmas trees during the
month of January.

continues on Page 8
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POLNASEK-DANIELS

Tax Service

Funeral Home and Crematory

Professional Service - All Faiths - Pre-Need Trusts
Off Street Parking

908 11th Ave.
Union Grove, WI
262-878-2011

Open Daily: 10 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Full Menu for Dine-In • Carry Out or Delivery

(262) 878-2711
Daily Specials • Taco Tuesday • Friday Fish Fry

(262)

930-9157

www.abtaxracine.com

Klema
Feeds

For all your animal needs

Reliable Heating & Air Conditioning, LLC

FAX (262) 886-8908

(262) 843-2865 / (262) 537-4487

(262) 886-9424

10540 Northwestern Ave.
Franksville, WI 53126

5920-256th Ave., Salem, WI
www.reliableheatingandairconditioning.com

“We’re in Your Neighborhood”

Mon.-Fri. 8am-7pm
Sat. 8am-4pm Sun. 9am-3pm
PLUMBING &
PIPING SYSTEMS

Providing Insurance and
Financial Services

John Kurhajec, CLU
1125 Main Street
(262) 878-4404
www.johnkurhajec.com

SEWER, WATER
& SEPTIC SYSTEMS
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Union Grove—Yorkville Fire Department
So much has changed the last few months and it’s still evolving;
hopefully everyone has been healthy and safe and practicing the
recommendations of staying at home if you are sick, social distancing, hand washing, and the wearing of face coverings. We continue
to take every precaution on our department to ensure your safety,
as well as that of our members, by disinfecting our apparatus and
the station, self-monitoring the health of our members, and limiting the number of personnel in the building, etc.
We continue to work with both Village’s to map out a plan for our
future, including the need for a new station.

We are an all-volunteer department and are always looking for new
members to fill our firefighting ranks. We are especially searching
for people to help us in EMS, particularly Paramedics.

I hope you enjoy the cooler weather as our season’s change and
everyone continues to stay safe!

Tim Allen

Department Chief

With cooler temperatures and shorter days on the way, here
are a few seasonal reminders:

• Please change your smoke detector and CO alarm batteries
and replace the detectors if they are older than 10 years.
• Please use caution if burning yard debris and leaves.

• Before you turn your furnace on, make sure to have it professionally serviced.

• Be alert to school busses while driving and watch for children in cross walks.
• Make sure to practice your fire escape plan!  Be sure your
children know how to stop, drop and roll if their clothing
catches fire.  

This year’s Fire Prevention theme is “Serve up Fire Safety in
the Kitchen.” Cooking is the number one cause of home fires and
home fire injuries.  Stay in your kitchen when cooking. Keep children at least three feet away from the stove.

Chief Czerniak Retires

On August 4, Chief Tom Czerniak (ret.) put in his resignation letter. His resignation letter was reluctantly accepted.

After 42 1/2 years, Chief Czerniak has retired officially from the Union Grove-Yorkville Fire Department. Chief Czerniak has given so much
to the communities of Union Grove and Yorkville from being a teacher at Union Grove High School to being our Chief for 17 years. Chief
Czerniak has held many positions in the Department over the last 42 1/2 years.

Chief Czerniak, congratulations on your retirement, thank you for your service and enjoy your time off!
We will miss having you around!
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Library Corner
Graham Public Library, 1215 Main Street
in Union Grove, offers the following
programs. Please call the library at
262-878-2910 for registration information. Find us on Facebook or our website
www.uniongrove.lib.wi.us

Hours:
Monday – Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m.
Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Saturday
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

We have added a “Take a look back” posting
on our Facebook page.  This highlights our Vertical History Files and various scrapbooks we have in our community room. This collection is available to browse and make copies,
if needed.

Recently, the overhead lights stopped working in our children’s
area. Thankfully, our local electrician was able to fix them. In addition, it was suggested to us that the Library should lighten its electrical load by replacing our fluorescent bulbs with LED. This repair and project were not in our budget but they are necessary. So,
“watt” can you do to help us? Please continue to check out books
and AV materials; use our printing, copying, and fax services; and
consider a monetary donation. We truly appreciate all the support
this great community gives us; thank you!

____________________________________
Graham Public Library will be CLOSED:

Monday, September 7 in observance of Labor Day and
Thursday, November 26 in observance of Thanksgiving.
Books can be returned to the book drop.

____________________________________

Next time you are at the library,
you will see our newest addition!
The new book drop is located by our main door
and has one slot for books and one for AV materials.
This is now our only book drop.
The one on the Main Street porch is no longer in service.

Programming for Children

Children’s programs have moved to online events only. Find the
library on Facebook for these events.

Preschool Story Time will be posted on Tuesdays.

Homeschool STEAM Time (Science, Technology, Engineering,
Art, and Math) will be posted on Wednesdays
Make-at-Home crafts Kits available in the children’s area to
make at home.
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Department of Public Works (cont.)
continued from Page 5

• Winter parking goes into effect on November 15th
and runs through March 15th. During this time,
overnight parking is permitted from 2:00 am to
6:00 am on the even numbered side of street during
even numbered days and on the odd numbered side
of street during odd numbered days. NO VEHICLE
CAN BE PARKED IN VILLAGE PARKING LOTS
IN EXCESS OF 24 CONSECUTIVE HOURS.

• Snow and/or ice must be cleared from your sidewalk within 24 hours from the end of a snow/ice
storm. THROWING OR PUSHING SNOW INTO
THE STREET IS IN VIOLATION OF VILLAGE
ORDINANCES and does cause safety issues for
everyone.

• Check your mailboxes for compliance with USPS
guidelines. The front face of your box should be 6
inches to 8 inches back from road face of curb, 41
inches to 45 inches to bottom of box and support
posts should be embedded minimum 2 feet 6 inches
into the ground. If your mailbox does not meet these
requirements and is damaged during snow removal
operations repair/replacement will be at your cost.
From all of us at the Department of Public Works, be
safe out there. We look forward to seeing you around the
Village!
Richard L. Piette
Director of Public Works

2020 Fall Construction Projects
• Reconstruction of Milldrum from 16th Ave. to 17thAve., Ruth Ct., and Lark Ct. started in August
and is anticipated to be complete by the end of October, along with installation of a watermain on
Milldrum and replacement of the back yard watermain from New St. to Milldrum.
• The next phase of the 11th Ave storm water project is anticipated to be bid in August with project
completion by end of the year.
• Catch basin, curb and manhole repairs are being or anticipated to be done on 11th Ave., New St.,
Cardinal Ln., Vine St., Hwy. 45 North, Center St., Bluebird Ln., Mill St., and 14th Ave.

Be sure to patronize our local businesses who support
and pay for this newsletter with their advertising dollars!
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ADVENTURE!
LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR
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2131 N. Main St.
Racine, WI 53402
262.636.9189

If you need eyewear right & fast,
we are Wisconsin’s LARGEST
independent eyeglass store.
ALL LENSES MADE HERE!
• The largest selection
of higher fashion &
higher quality frames.
• We make all lenses
here as quickly as
you need them.
• 10 minutes west of
Union Grove

Many insurance plans accepted.

FULL SERVICE FLORAL

Culver’s of Racine
722 S. Sylvania Ave., Sturtevant | 262.884.1112
5801 21st Street, Racine | 262.633.4170

• Sympathy, formals, birthdays,
anniversaries, holidays, or just because
• Same-day service – order by noon
(except Sunday - order by noon on Saturday)
Call or stop in to place orders directly!

(262) 878-2454

Located inside Piggly Wiggly

uniongrovefloral.com
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Union Grove Kiwanis Club
Just like everyone else, the Union Grove Kiwanis club has had to
make some adjustments and changes due to COVID-19.

Our annual Cow Pie Bingo has always been held in conjunction with
the Lion’s Club Chicken BBQ. As that did not happen, we delayed
our Cow Pie Bingo. Since we had sold tickets already, we decided to
go ahead with the drawing on August 2nd. The lucky winners were:
$1,000:

1/4 beef:

$50:
		
		
		
		
		
		
		

Aaron Wolfe

Barb Geschke

Wilbur Hawkins
Tom Sweet
Bill Stoltz
Marge Martin
Quinn Obermeyer
Amanda Teschler
Nolan, Cole, and Charlotte Maurice
Travis and Sherry Luedtke

Congratulations to the winners and thank you to all who purchased
tickets.

Our next event, the annual Raffle Dinner, will also be changed to
a virtual event to ensure the safety of club members and guests. In
lieu of the usual dinner, each ticket will have a $20 coupon on back
to be redeemed at the holder’s choice of area merchants. All winning
tickets will be drawn on November 7th and can be viewed live on
Facebook. Watch for more details on our Facebook page.
Although the Racine County Fair had to be downsized this year we
were happy to be able to still support local 4-H kids at the livestock
auction, which was held remotely. Our club purchased 1 steer, 2 pigs,
and 4 turkeys.
We look forward to being out in the community again and
resuming our events, fundraisers and service projects once it is safe
to do so. Thank you for your continued support of our club. We are
here to support our community and fellow citizens in return during
these uncertain times. For more information on the Kiwanis Club,
contact current Club President Amy Schwaiger at 262-210-0038,
or Treasurer Neil Buchanan at 262-995-5814.
—Submitted by Ann Kerkman, Club Secretary

Union Grove Public Market
Located at 4400 67th Drive,
next to Piggly Wiggly.
Open Tuesdays 3—7 p.m. through September 29th
As always, we are looking for new vendors. If interested, please
call Cindy Ryan at 262-617-9922.

We have had a great 4 weeks for the Market. We are getting many
new vendors, and attendance is climbing. The next few weeks we
will have more produce including sweet corn. We have handmade
baskets, honey, sweet treats, jewelry, Kona Ice, Kettle Korn, hot
fresh mini donuts, Oberweiss and much more.
We are looking forward to a great year. Stop by soon!

Church News
Union Grove Congregational United Church of Christ
1106 – 11th Avenue, Union Grove, WI 53182
262-878-1690
www.ugcongregational.org • www.facebook.com/ugcongucc
We will continue worshipping outside at church on Sunday
(weather permitting), while still providing ZOOM service at the
same time. If attending outdoor worship service, we will meet in
the grassy area behind the Sunday School building.
Please wear a mask and bring a lawn chair if you have one.
Please email us at ugcongucc@sbcglobal.net if you would like
information on our ZOOM worship service.
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Sunday Worship Service

9:00 a.m.

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!
Free Community Meal
At this time we will not be offering our traditional
Free Community Meals. Please check out our website
for more information coming soon.

Westosha Senior Community Center
The place where all seniors can find friendly service for reasonably priced, locally grown, daily harvested vegetables.

With regular programming suspended, we are
looking forward to welcoming you back to
Westosha
the Center as soon as we can do so safely! We
continue to monitor the pandemic to allow our
Community Center
seniors later to come back for fitness, friends
Living longer, stronger, healthier lives
and fun at Westosha Senior Community Center.
We welcome all ages to our garden market, so come support seniors Check out the Center on our website at WestoshaSeniorCenter.com,
and our nonprofit. Browse, buy and relish the fresh spinach, lettuce, and stop in this fall to savor our garden flavors.
radishes, herbs, eggplant, zucchini and melons available at the CenThe state Highway 45 repaving project is due to be completed
ter. Our Monday—Friday self-serve market and Saturday Farmer by late summer, so head south on Hwy 45 to Hwy C, then east just
Market will also feature cauliflower, broccoli, cabbage, cucumbers, around the corner in Bristol. See you soon at the Center!
green beans, beets, peas, carrots, tomatoes, peppers, red potatoes,
and onions. Spruce up festive fall activities with pumpkins, winter
squash, gourds, ornamental corn, apples and Brussel sprouts. Sunflowers and other cut flowers brighten your buys. Feed your soul with
a peaceful stroll on the quarter-mile paved walking path through the
Healing Garden. Open daily self-serve 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday
Farmer Market 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Racine/Kenosha Community Action Agency
has distributed free Veggie Vouchers to area seniors. Westosha Senior Center Garden Market
accepts the full $25 value for one or multiple
purchases of our locally grown vegetables.

Senior

COMPASSIONATE CARE
CLOSE TO HOME
NOW ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS!

Dr. Laurie Potratz, MD

Dawn Simon, NP

Dr. Nancy Rofalikos-Welka, MD

Amanda Strom, PA

FAMILY MEDICINE

FAMILY MEDICINE

PEDIATRICS

FAMILY MEDICINE

		

Call for your appointment today:

(262) 878-4424
UNION GROVE

1120 Main Street • Union Grove, WI 53182
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Remember to cast your vote in the
Presidential Election on November 3, 2020.
See Page 4 for General Election information.

