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September 13, 2020�

Parish Office Hours: 8:30am�3:30pm �

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday�

CLOSED WEDNESDAY�
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  MONDAY, September 14�The Exaltation of the �

                                     Cross�

         5:30 pm       St. Vincent de Paul Members�

  TUESDAY, September 15�Our Lady of Sorrows�

         7:00 am    �Jacob Durham by Fr. Giles Gilbert�

    ��

  WEDNESDAY, September 16�Sts. Cornelius & Cyprian�

         7:00  am     �Mary Brocksmith by Gary & Mary Ann 

� �              Smith�

         5:30  pm    �Billy Dennis by Pam & Derek Armstrong �

    THURSDAY, September 17�Stigmata of St. Francis�

         7:00 am     �Stevie Biddle by Megan Gilbert �

  FRIDAY, September 18�St. Joseph Cupertino�    �

         7:00 am     �Bill Brewster by Becky Fay �

  T������F�	�
 S���� �� O������� T����

   SATURDAY, September  19�          �

         5:00 pm        Special intention by Anonymous �

       SUNDAY, September 20    �      �

         8:00 am         Intentions of Mun Dinh’s Sister by Mun        

�      Dinh�

       10:30 am         Our Parish Community�

�

F��� ��� P
����’� D����

Masses said privately in Friary Chapel �

due to Mass schedule change.�

�

   Tuesday,   September 15�

�      �Edwin Rogers by Family �       �

   Thursday, September 17�

                   �Annie Joseph by Marie Khoury�

   Saturday,  September 19�

                   �Richard Clemens by Ann Beran�

   Sunday,    September 20�       �

                   �Bill Brewster by Friend�

Confession:�

Confession is available Saturday from 3:00�4:30pm or by 

appointment by calling 309�688�3427, x 202.�

S�. A�����	 ��
����

Due to the change in our Mass schedule, the St. Anthony prayers 

and blessing with the relic will be done on Monday evening after 

the 5:30pm Mass. Our Tuesday morning Mass will continue to 

include the prayers and blessing with the relic.�

                                                                                                                             

The Sanctuary Lamp intention for  the 

week of September 12�18, 2020:�

We remember in our daily prayers�

the intentions of�

Mun Dinh’s Sister�

as offered by Mun Dinh.�

September 13, 2020�

�

The Lord give you peace!�

�

No offense, but do you ever notice how we can be stingy 

sharing mercy with others due to our fallen human na-

ture? We are guilty of playing favorites, holding grudg-

es, resent insults, demand our “rights,” and care more 

about our own hopes, plans and problems than we do 

about those of others. When we live our lives on this 

merely natural level, we are limited in our ability to for-

give those who offend or harm us. But Jesus is teaching 

us in today’s Gospel that a Christian is called to be limit-

less in forgiveness � to be merciful as God is merciful. 

We are glad that God is gentle and patient with us, al-

ways willing to forgive us, always showering us with his 

blessings, always there when we need him. And yet, like 

the man in the parable from today’s Gospel reading, we 

are often reluctant to be like that with others. If we 

don’t let God help us�overcome our reluctance, our 

hearts will become so closed that eventually Christ’s 

mercy simply won’t be able to get in. But if we do over-

come it, our hearts will open wider and wider and the 

full flood of God’s love will enter them. Blessed indeed 

are the merciful.�

�

I want to thank Jane Edwards�Gamboe for sharing her 

time, talent and treasure with us to enhance our confes-

sional station (see image below). The dividers were 

looking pretty “used” after many years. She made a dec-

orative cover along with beautifully embroidered cross-

es to help lift up our experience of the Lord’s mercy and 

tenderness that awaits us through this wonderful sacra-

ment. I know you’ll want to check them out and make a 

good confession at the same time. Remember, confes-

sions are heard on Saturdays from 3:00PM to 4:30PM, 

and by appointment.�

�

See you at Mass!�
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Have you been praying about becoming Catho-

lic or receiving the Sacraments?  Those who are 

interested should take the Intake Questionnaire 

form located in the back of the church on the bulle-

tin board or stop by the Parish Office to get a 

copy.�  Completed forms should be returned to the 

Parish Office.�  Deacon Joe will then be in contact 

with you to discuss the next steps.  If you have 

questions or would like a digital copy of the Intake 

Questionnaire, please contact Deacon Joe at �

lahoodja@gmail.com or 309�657�8209.�

�

R����������� 	�� F����� F���
           

F�������� �� ����!  �

This is a family�based program for children in first through 

sixth grade.  We will be meet one Sunday each month, Septem-

ber through May, in the School from 9:15�10:30am.  The 

weeks that we do not meet, parents will be sent home with les-

sons to work on with their families.  This model helps the chil-

dren grow in their faith inside and outside of the classroom.  

Sacramental Preparation is also offered for children during this 

program.  This year we are also offering a virtual option for 

families and their children.  Please fill out the Registration 

Forms which can be found in the back of Church or in the Par-

ish Office.  Completed forms should be turned into the Parish 

Office.  Contact the DRE at dre@peoriahfs.com or 688�3427 

ex. 225 with any questions.�

�

I��������� �� �����������?�

Teaching volunteers are needed for the Family Formation Pro-

gram!�  Do you feel called to share the faith with the youth or 

parents of our parish?�  Please consider becoming one of our 

Family Formation teachers!�  Classes are held one Sunday of 

each month, September through May. To volunteer or for more 

information, contact the Director of Religious Education, Tori 

Barnett at�dre@peoriahfs.com�or 309�688�3427 Ex: 225. �

P��� 	�� F��������� V���������

Maria Serrano will have the Franciscan vocation picture 

and say the prayers for an increase of vocations to the 

priesthood and religious life, especially to the Conventual 

Franciscans of Saint Bonaventure Province. �

�

Please sign up for this important ministry 

opportunity in the vestibule. �

Questions, please call: Joann Murphy: �

688�7250.�

Readings:  

Week of Sept. 14-Sept. 20 

�

Monday:        Nm 21: 4b�9/Phil 2:6�11/�

�            Jn 3:13�17�

Tuesday:        1 Cor 12:12�14,27�31a/Jn 19:25

��            27 or Lk 2:33�35�

Wednesday:   1Cor 12:31�13:13/Lk 7:31�35�

Thursday:      1Cor 15:1�11/Lk 7:36�50 �

Friday:           1Cor 15:12�20/Lk 8:1�3�

Saturday:       1Cor 15:35�37,42�49/Lk 8:4�15�

�

Next Sunday: Is 55:6�9/Phil 1:20c�24,27a/�

�             Mt 20:1�16a�

C��
���� W����’� L���� �����

�

Members of the Catholic Women’s League will meet for 

the rosary:�

Monday, September 21, 2020 at 9:00am at�

St. Philomena Church�

1000 W. Albany�

Peoria, IL 61604�

�

Members are asked to mail dues of $10.00 now through 

Nov. 1, 2020 to:�

Catholic Women’s League�

P.O. Box 9674�

Peoria, IL 61612�9674�

�

*(Please update all your contact information�name, ad-

dress, phone, and email.)�
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If you would like to make contributions�

electronically, please contact our business�

office at (309) 688�3427 x 201�

�

Anyone interest in a convenient method to 

make their regular Sunday contributions can 

use the link below. Here at Holy Family, we 

have implemented a secure website to accept 

your donations. The website for online 

donations is:�

�

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/

peoriaholyfamily�

�

Thank you and God Bless you.�

�

3�

50�

15�

Shrinking your Tax Bill�

We have two opportunities to shrink your tax bill 

and help Holy Family:�

�

Charitable Contributions directly from 

your retirement account.  Did you know 

that if you make charitable contributions 

directly from your retirement account, you 

avoid paying taxes on those distributions?  

You can make Holy Family part of your 

RMD plan.  �

�

Invest in Kids Scholarships.�

Did you know that you can donate money 

(or stock) to support scholarships for finan-

cially needy families and get an Illinois 

State tax credit for 75% of every dollar do-

nated?  The Invest in Kids Act of 2017 

does just that.  We have had 22 donations 

totaling $89,789.88 since the program be-

gan.�

�

For information on either of these programs, you 

can call Mike Simmons in our parish office.  His 

number is 309�688�3427 x201.�

A���� � S����� S�
�����
���

We are in our ninth year of the Faith in our Family 

“Adopt a Student” Scholarship. Over the previous 

eight years, parishioners have donated over $200,000 

to fund the scholarships, and Catholic Education has 

been made more affordable for many, many families. 

If you would like to donate this year please clip out the 

pledge card and return it to the parish office.�

Sep�20�

�

�

�

�

�

�

 $�   �

 $51,500.00 �

�

�

�

 $164,500.00 �

�

�

Figures not available at time of printing.�

P�������� D�������� P������ N����

�

Mark Bursott, who is a candidate for the Permanent �

Diaconate in the Diocese of Peoria, will receive the Ministry 

of Lector at the Cathedral on Saturday, September 19, 2020 at 

the 10:30am Mass. Bishop Jenky will preside. This official 

installation to the Ministry of Lector represents the second of 

three steps to diaconate ordination. Last year Mark took the 

first step by declaring his intention to pursue ordination to the 

diaconate at a similar Mass with our Bishop. All are welcome 

to attend.�

First Sunday�

Second Sunday�

Third Sunday�

Fourth Sunday�

Fi�h Sunday�

�

Monthly Total�

Monthly Budget�

Monthly Surplus (Shor!all)�

�

Fiscal Year Total�

Fiscal Year to Date Budget�

Fiscal Year Surplus (Shor!all)�
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The C�

���� F���J	� �K N	�J���� is being replaced this year with W�������� ������ ��������.�

***Photos of international nativities are needed before Sept. 30 (see instructions below).�

Mission�

Our mission is simply to share the message and joy of Christ’s birth this holiday season through the beauty and artistry of 

nativities from all over the world. Our goal is to collect photos of at least 900 nativities from as many countries as possi-

ble.�

�

How did this come about?�

The Community Festival of Nativities in Peoria IL decided to spearhead this project after their 2020 live event was can-

celed due to COVID�19. We wanted something to offer those who have supported the event in the past. Recognizing that 

strict quarantine measures will likely remain for assisted living centers and rest homes, we aim to provide a source of 

Christmas peace and joy through this presentation.�

***We have many exciting partners from museums, private collectors, and seasonal displays from all over the country that 

are contributing pictures. Many of these organizations will be highlighted on our Facebook page “Worldwide Virtual     

Nativity” and on our website (www.communityfestivalofnativities.com).�

�

How can I be involved?�

If you would like to contribute a picture of an international nativity, email your name and contact information to �

virtualnativity@gmail.com. You will receive instructions on how to submit your photos. Please note: Photos should fo-

cus on a single nativity instead of a large display and should be at least 600x800 megapixels in order to have clarity of tel-

evision screens.�

�

How do I view the Worldwide Virtual Nativity?�

Worldwide Virtual Nativity will be posted on YouTube on November 27, 2020. A direct link to the video will be on �

www.communityfestivalofnativities.com. DVDs will also be made available.�

Parish Contact: Beth Gilbert, bdomnickgilbert@gmail.com or 309�360�7442�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

�

The 2020 Census self�response deadline has been extended to Sept. 30, 2020, due to COVID�19. The 2020 

Census count impacts the federal funds that communities receive each year for programs and services that are 

critical for schools, such as Title funds and the National School Lunch Program. Our students at Holy Family 

Parish School have benefitted from Title funds in several ways. For example, we utilize some of our Title funds 

for the following: Technology (a Chromebook for every student), a school counselor (to address social and 

emotional needs of our students), ELL Tutor (support for our English Language Learners), Resource Aides (to 

assist those struggling in Reading and Math) and Professional Development (curriculum training for our teach-

ers). In addition, 48% of our students participate in the National School Lunch Program, which serves breakfast 

and lunch daily. If you have not completed the 2020 Census, please visit mycensus2020.gov. �
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�

A free concert titled “Music & Faith: Beethoven and the Apostolic Sisters of St. John” premieres on Facebook beginning 

at 7:00 pm CDT on Sunday, September 20, 2020. The dual purposes of the concert are to celebrate Beethoven’s 250

th

 

birthday and to help raise the remaining funds necessary for construction of a new convent for the Sisters in Princeville, 

IL.�

�

The concert explores the connections between Beethoven’s life, music, spiritual searching and his Catholic faith, as well 

as the Sisters’ struggle to build safe, new living quarters. The concert features George Stelluto, Music Director of the Peo-

ria Symphony Orchestra on violin, Chicago Symphony Orchestra cellist Richard Hirschl, and Peoria Symphony Orchestra 

staff pianist Pei Yeh Tsai � all Julliard alumni.  Interviews with the Sisters are included throughout. �

�

The Sisters’ current convent in rural Princeville, IL, is an old hunter’s cabin with crumbling foundation, leaky roof, no 

insulation, vermin infestations and potential mold problems. Despite living such Spartan accommodations, the Sisters 

bravely soldier on pursuing their mission of intense prayer and community service. Cost of a new convent is estimated at 

$1.5 million. To date, nearly half the cost has been raised.�

�

This free concert can be accessed through the Apostolic Sister of St John Facebook page (subscription to Facebook is not 

required). Contributions will be accepted. Proceeds benefit the Apostolic Sisters of St. John Building Fund, Princeville, 

IL.�

�

Please Like Us and Share on Facebook.�

�

September 13, 2020�

24

th

 Sunday in Ordinary Time�

�

What right do we have to limit the amount and degree of forgiveness we show to others when we are so desperately in need of it 

ourselves? In not wanting someone who hurt us to downplay or forget the gravity of their wrong, we cling to anger, resentment, 

and wrath as a way of maintaining control. It is a way to acknowledge and express our deep hurt. We fail to realize that in doing 

so we hold ourselves hostage to these destructive feelings and actually become mired in the bondage of sin. All we gain is further 

alienation from ourselves, others, and especially God. We are no longer free but tethered to all of this unresolved negativity. 

Don’t we really want to let it go? The fact is that we need to.�

�

A good self�reflective posture will quickly show us that when the shoe is on the other foot and we are the ones in need of for-

giveness, we desire it above anything else. This is especially true with our relationship with God. It is hypocritical to want one 

thing for ourselves and something else for another. Yet, many act in precisely this way.�

�

Perhaps we think that in offering forgiveness, even for the most grievous of wrongs, somehow excuses the person of their wrong 

and makes it almost acceptable. This is what makes revenge, retaliation, and punishment so attractive. We see forgiveness as be-

ing an eraser that easily wipes away the offense without consequence. Or, we may believe that in offering forgiveness I must 

somehow forget the wrong and open myself as a victim of even greater possible hurts in the future. In fact, forgiving my sister or 

brother of their wrongful actions or attitudes involves none of this. It does not erase anything or position me vulnerably as a door-

mat to be walked on. �

�

Forgiveness is an act of freedom that restores honest dialogue, shares true, and heartfelt feelings and acknowledges the conse-

quences of an action. It admits that the wrong has caused a hurt that must be healed and squarely positions responsibility on the 

offender. The act of forgiveness recognizes our sinfulness and brokenness. It also admits that the most saintly among us is capa-

ble of doing very grave and deep harm to another person. It sees that we all can be victims of our passions and works in progress 

that deserve unlimited chances to get it right. With forgiveness, I release myself from the bonds of negativity and pursue a path 

of restoration, wholeness, and healing. I do not forget the wrong nor do I dismiss it. Sometimes, we have to stay far away from 

the one who hurt us. But we can still heal internally and be free.�

�

For the one who wants to be forgiven and the one who needs offer forgiveness, the journey can be an adventure in learning what 

brought us to this place and what is needed to move forward. This is exactly how God treats us. Why would we not want to do 

the same for others?�
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Holy Family Peoria�

Social Distancing Guidelines�

1.  Our volunteers are helping make this possible, please be patient with them. �

2.  Please sanitize your hands. Hand sanitizer is available in the back of church.�

3.  Please keep your mask on at all times while in the church. �

4.  Please try to maintain appropriate distancing (6 feet) at all times while sitting,                                       

standing, kneeling, and walking.�

5.  Family members who live together are permitted inside your six�foot space. �

6.  Please do not congregate in the back of church, gathering space, or any other in-

door public area at any time. �

7.  Our Communion traffic pattern is somewhat altered. Please follow the instruc-

tion of the ushers. �

8. Please wear your mask to communion. Step aside after receiving the host. Take 

the mask down after stepping aside and consume the host. Put the mask back in 

place as you return to your seat.�

9.  Communion will be distributed by placing the host in the communicant’s hand, 

while carefully avoiding any contact between the minister and the communicant. 

The communicant must consume the host before leaving the sanctuary area.�

��

While our parish staff and volunteers will attempt to take appropriate 

precautions consistent with the advice of public health authorities, pa-

rishioners and guests should understand that they assume the risk of 

contracting COVID�19 anytime they enter a public space since such 

precautions do not eliminate the risk of infection.�
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