
TOMAH AND WARRENS — ONE COMMUNITY OF FAITH IN CHRIST 

Queen of the Apostles Parish Of!ice 

Telephone: (608) 372-4516                       
Mailing Address: 303 West Monroe St, Tomah 
Hours: None until further notice. 
Fax: (608) 372-4440 
Website: www.queenoftheapostlestomah.com 
Pastor: Monsignor Richard W. Gilles  msgr.gilles@gmail.com 
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Robert Riedl   dcnbobriedl@gmail.com 
Business Manager: Cindy Bailey             cbailey@queenoftheapostlestomah.com 
Maintenance: Jeff Atteln              jatteln@queenoftheapostlestomah.com 
Parish Secretary: Katie Pierce        psecretary@queenoftheapostlestomah.com 
Cemetery Sexton: Kevin Kuderer  stmaryscem@gmail.com 
PCCW Co-Presidents: Lisa Mueller, 343-4701          Trish Skofronick, 343-5404  
Church Hall: (608) 372-6709 
KC Grand Knight: Larry Scheckel, 372-3362  
Queen of the Apostles Religious Ed  

 
 

Director of Religious Ed: Wanda Thorson        wthorson@queenoftheapostlestomah.com 
Telephone: (608) 372-0825 Ext. 3  
Queen of the Apostles Grade School 
Telephone: (608) 372-5765 
Principal: Bill Tourdot 
 of!ice@queenoftheapostlestomah.com 
Secretary: Joan Brookman  school@queenoftheapostlestomah.com 
Of!ice Hours: None until further notice. 

APRIL 5, 2020 • PALM SUNDAY  



How to Make the Most of Holy Week at Home 
 

American Catholics are facing an unimaginable Holy Week this year. With the suspension of public Masses throughout 
every diocese in all 50 states, there will be no Palm Sundays in our parishes, no Triduum liturgies, no joyous Easter Sunday 
Mass. It’s almost unthinkable — yet here we are. 
 

Nothing can ever replace the solemnity and beauty of Holy Week in our churches, and so the absence of public worship 
during these holiest days of the year presents a moment of pause and pain. The void created in our spiritual lives by our lack 
of access to the sacraments can be seen to draw us closer to Christ’s own solitude in his final agony and suffering. And yet, 
we cannot remain there. By our Easter faith, we know that Christ is alive and among us. “I am with you always,” he prom-
ised (Mt 28:20). As the late Cardinal Francis E. George, O.M.I., reiterated: “The Risen Lord will never abandon his people. 
Those who find their personal identity in relation to him will never be alone.” Knowing all things work for the good, let us 
not dwell in our sadness, but as Easter people, fervently pray for the grace given time Mary Magdalene on the first Easter 
morning, for the eyes to see the Risen Lord in our midst and the ears to recognize his voice as he speaks to us. 
 

So while we are unable to celebrate Holy Week in our churches, here are some ways we might bring these holiest days of 
the year into being in our homes.  
Palm Sunday: In commemoration of the Lord’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem, branches from the yard could be car-ried in procession throughout your yard or nearby outdoor space. It doesn’t need to be elaborate. Take time to read Matthew 21:1-11, as might be done at the start of Mass. You can sing or play a hymn praising Christ our Lord and King along the way, such as the traditional “All Glory, Laud and Honor.” No need to be quiet about it; when Jesus was told to silence the crowds on the !irst Palm Sunday, he replied, “I tell you, if they keep silent, the stones will cry out!” (Lk 19:40). End your procession at a home altar, where you can re!lect upon the passion narrative (Mt 26:14–27:66) or livestream a Mass.   
Holy Thursday: Begin by reading the evening’s Gospel passage (Jn 13:1-15) and conclude with a simple meal. In commemoration of the Lord’s agony in the garden, it is customary to spend the night in Eucharistic adoration. While attending adoration at a church likely isn’t an option for Catholics this year, there are livestreams of Eucharistic ado-ration available online. The time adoring Christ, even through the screen, can be spent in quiet meditation, re!lection on relevant Gospel passages, recitation of the Rosary or making an act of spiritual communion.  
Good Friday: The last several weeks have felt something like Good Friday, a day on which Mass is not celebrated, along with several other sacraments. For the veneration of the cross that takes place at this liturgy, we should choose a cruci!ix at home by which to honor Christ’s passion and death. Gather together and read the passion narrative from the day (Jn 18:1–19:42), keeping the cruci!ix as a focal point in the room. It would be good for each person to vener-ate it with a genu!lection or a kiss, according to custom. We say, “Behold the wood of the Cross, on which hung the salvation of the world. Come let us adore.”  Good Friday is one of two annual obligatory days of fasting for Catholics. With life so jarringly altered, perhaps our fasting will take on new meaning this year, and perhaps we can increase our fasting for the good of all those suffer-ing and caring for the sick throughout the world. Fasting certainly creates a void within us, so that we may recognize our dependence on God above all else. But it can also be an opportunity to open us up to the needs of others, particu-larly those who need our prayers during these days.  
Easter: Even though we may not be together as a community to celebrate Easter, the Lord is risen! Let us rejoice, therefore, and be glad! As you begin your Easter celebration, take time to read one of the Gospel accounts of when the tomb was found empty (there are several options). This is the center point of human history and should take on that signi!icance in our lives. Be sure, also, to watch Mass on TV or online, if possible.  Because we can worship in all that we do, we celebrate Easter with all we have. Many traditional foods are associat-ed with Easter from cultures around the world. Perhaps do some research and try to make a special paschal cuisine. Easter eggs, be they dyed or plastic, can be hidden in the yard or the house, and they remind us of the endless possi-bilities that !low from Christ’s triumph over the grave.  Another special Easter practice is to adorn the cross (you could use the same one as used on Good Friday) with spring !lowers, a visible reminder that God has transformed the meaning of even suffering and death. If !lowers are hard to come by at home, another possibility is to encourage children to draw, color or paint such decorations. Per-haps large “Alleluia!” posters can be made to add a bit of Easter festivity to the home. Easter songs are not as well-known and popular as Christmas carols, but don’t let that stop you from letting your alleluias ring out, for Christ is truly risen from the tomb. No matter the dif!iculty of crisis, Easter reminds us that God always wins — indeed, he’s already won, and so no matter the sorrow around us, we can be !illed with joy. 

—Michael R. Heinlein, Our Sunday Visitor 



INTENTIONS FOR  
THE HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS 

Saturday, April 4 
  Larry Baribeau 
   
 
Sunday, April 5 Palm Sunday  
  Pro populo of Queen of the Apostles Parish  
  Ray Eirschele 
 
Tuesday, April 7 
  Those with Cancer 
 
Wednesday, April 8 
  Mel Westpfahl 
  Intention of Penny Precour Family 
   
Thursday, April 9 Holy Thursday 
  Fred Weiner 
 
Friday, April 10 Good Friday 
  No Mass 
    

Saturday, April 11 Easter Vigil 
  Deceased Members of the Dechant and  
  Steffel Families 
 
Sunday, April 12  Easter Sunday 
  Pro populo of Queen of the Apostles Parish  
  Merle and Berniece Helming 
  Joanne “Bunny” Griffin 
 

 

*Though all public Masses are now cancelled,  
Monsignor will still be privately celebrating the Masses  

for the scheduled intentions.* 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
Weekend of March 28-29 

 
 

Estimated Weekly Need……...….…...………....$13,852.00 
Collected……………..…..….…...………..……..$4,135.00 
Online Giving/ACH…......………...……...….…..$1,735.00 

 
Thank you so much for your continuous generosity! 

 
We have been getting calls about how to best submit a 
weekly contribution during this time of no Masses. Thanks 
for thinking of us during this time! Here are some ideas: 
  
1. Mail your envelope to us (303 W Monroe St). 
2. Give online! Click on the green “Online Giving” but-

ton in the upper right hand corner on our website at 
www.queenoftheapostlestomah.com 

When I was expecting my second son, I remember spending hours poring over decisions on his birth and what I wanted things to look like. Every step of the labor and delivery process was already planned out in my mind. So, when at 40 weeks pregnant and ready to make this plan reality, I experienced a partial placental abrup-tion, I was completely blindsided. Everything that I had anticipated for his birth was undone and I was sent on a completely new path in that single moment. In God’s providential care, my son was born healthy. There was so much suffering that came from that birth, but that moment was also a vital turning point for me as a moth-er and Catholic and I wouldn’t change it. God allowed it all for a good I couldn’t see yet. I learned the profound lesson that our ways are very often not God’s ways.  This Lent, our entire world has learned a similar lesson at a much larger scale. Many of us planned to spend our days preparing for the Lord’s Passion and Resurrection in a very speci!ic way. Like many of my friends, I had mapped out exactly what I was fasting from and the spir-itual practices I would be implementing in order to cre-ate a little curated Lenten journey I thought !it to help prepare my heart for these holy days. However, this year we have seen in God’s providential care that he has al-lowed a new way to be carved out for many Catholics this year. A way that God may see !it to call even more hearts to conversion as the world navigates the immense challenges of a pandemic.   We’ve been called to give up far more than most had planned. At the same time we’ve been called to renew our hope and trust in the God who sees beyond any earthly suffering, not as a passive spectator but as the one who took on !lesh in order to feel deeply the pangs of human suffering, in order to redeem it. At the end of Lent many of us are realizing God’s plans were not our plans, and His plans will bear so much more fruit even if we don’t see it yet.  The canticle in the second reading helps us commit to heart this reality: no matter how deep our suffering is or how tragic our world becomes, no matter how many plans are disrupted, we have a God who is so profoundly on our side that nobility and earthly power mean noth-ing to Him. He has literally cloaked Himself in the weight of our sin and sorrow in order to save us and ensure we get back to Him. If I had planned for a king to save the world, the last thing I would plan is a suffering servant who had to endure a horrendous death. But in His mercy and goodness, God planned a way that would convince even the hardest heart that we are never alone, and we will someday be in paradise with Him if we remain faith-ful and trust in Him.  Let us welcome Palm Sunday and our Lord’s Passion this year with new hearts that have been formed by God’s will, even if it didn’t come as we had planned, leaning into the love of Christ and his wounded heart. 
-Angie Windnagle 

GOD’S LOVING PLAN 



The Catholic Community of Tomah, Wisconsin, is looking 
for a dynamic principal to guide Queen of the Apostles 
School.  Candidates must be practicing Catholics observing 
the precepts of the Catholic Church willing to advance the 
mission of the school through personal witness and practice 
of the Catholic Faith, strong organizational, communication 
and leadership skills. Candidates must have current 
knowledge of Church documents related to Catholic 
Schools. 
 
The ideal candidate will have three years teaching experi-
ence, a Master's degree in administration and a current ad-
ministrative license from the State of Wisconsin (or qualify 
to earn a Wisconsin administrative license). Candidates 
need knowledge of current curriculum and standards and 
have an enthusiasm for education. 
 
Please send your resume, three letters of recommendation, a 
copy of current administrative license, and a copy of your 
transcripts to Monsignor Richard W. Gilles, by email at  
msgr.gilles@gmail.com or by mail at 303 West Monroe St, 
Tomah.  
 
All information will be kept confidential. Deadline for ap-
plications is May 1, 2020. This position is for 2020-21 
school year. 

 
 

Georgia Ladron 
March 28 

  

Merciful Lord, open the gates of paradise to your servants and 
help us who remain to comfort one another with assurances of 

faith, until we all meet in Christ and are with you forever.  

March 30, 1988 
 

I suspect many people are taking the time to do things they 
normally put off given these odd, suspended times in which 
we live. So I'm sure we are sorting through things, downsiz-
ing, organizing closets and whatnot. One thing I am doing is 
going through boxes and boxes of memorabilia, cards and 
letters I have saved over the last 30 years. It is time consum-
ing as I look at each piece before I either retain it or throw it 
away. Gladly I can say I have reduced it by 80%. Some-
times you just need to let things go! One thing I did come 
across is something I definitely had not forgotten but had a 
hard time finding it. It is a piece I wrote on March 30th, 
1988 when I was just 22 years old. It was the spring of my 
first year in the seminary. I cannot remember what prompt-
ed me to write this. If I had to write something like that 
again I would smooth it out as my writing style has changed 
over these last few decades. At any rate, I wanted to share it 
with you here exactly as it is, unadorned. Here it is: 
 

The sky is dark and foreboding. The Earth trembles under 
my spiteful body. Cold, damp air surrounds me, suffocates 
me. As I kneel on the precious soil, soaked with Someone's 
Blood, sweat, and tears, I feel a Life-giving fluid fall upon 
my face, my face which is twisted with agony and sorrow. 
But my agony and sorrow are only a mere fraction of the 
Blood-soaked Lamb's Agony. 
 

But the Lamb, who can count all of His bones, knows an 
infinite satisfaction—from the dawn of mankind unto all 
Eternity. That for which he came is soon to be fulfilled. 
Deep within His Heart the Lamb knows an eternal, most 
Sacred value has been placed on His Holy Life and Suffer-
ing. 
 
Once again I feel the earth tremble. Cold rain falls upon a 
grieving Creation in the throes of awe and confusion. The 
Avenging rain stings my face. I look up and I behold the 
Christ; His Body limp and pale. Mingled with the rain, His 
warm Sweet Blood falls upon my trembling lips, the Sweet 
Blood of my awaited Salvation. His Living Blood, my Life-
giving cup, gives me Life for the first time, for eternity to 
come. And now you bow your head, your Mission complet-
ed.  
 
O Lord, Lamb of God, where have I failed Thee? I beseech 
Thee, let not your suffering be for naught. Turn my heart to 
Thine own Heart and Consecrate my life to Thine Own; for 
it is your Holy Request. Lord, I love You and thank You. 
With Thy saving help my life will reflect the suffering and 
Glory of your Holy Cross, for the greater Honor and Glory 
of God. Amen. 

MONSIGNOR’S MUSINGS Our churches are open during this period of no Masses!   
St. Mary’s Monday-Friday — 9:00am-7:00pm Saturday-Sunday — 9:00am-5:00pm 

*Sacrament of Reconciliation* Tuesday — 4:30pm-5:30pm  
St. Andrew’s  Saturday — 12:00pm-6:00pm 

OPEN PRINCIPAL POSITION 



   WEDDING BANNS 2 
 

   Emily Grahn and  
                        Jacob Moore 

Excerpt from Pope Francis’ Homily for the Special 
‘Urbi et Orbi’ Blessing on March 27 

 

Embracing his cross means finding the courage to embrace 
all the hardships of the present time, abandoning for a mo-
ment our eagerness for power and possessions in order to 
make room for the creativity that only the Spirit is capable 
of inspiring. It means finding the courage to create spaces 
where everyone can recognize that they are called, and to 
allow new forms of hospitality, fraternity and solidarity. 
By his cross we have been saved in order to embrace hope 
and let it strengthen and sustain all measures and all possi-
ble avenues for helping us protect ourselves and others. 
Embracing the Lord in order to embrace hope: that is the 
strength of faith, which frees us from fear and gives us 
hope.  
 

“Why are you afraid? Have you no faith”? Dear brothers 
and sisters, from this place that tells of Peter’s rock-solid 
faith, I would like this evening to entrust all of you to the 
Lord, through the intercession of Mary, Health of the Peo-
ple and Star of the stormy Sea. From this colonnade that 
embraces Rome and the whole world, may God’s blessing 
come down upon you as a consoling embrace. 
 

Lord, may you bless the world, give health to our bodies 
and comfort our hearts. You ask us not to be afraid. Yet our 
faith is weak and we are fearful. But you, Lord, will not 
leave us at the mercy of the storm. Tell us again: “Do not 
be afraid” (Mt 28:5). And we, together with Peter, “cast all 
our anxieties onto you, for you care about us” (cf. 1 
Pet 5:7). 
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Open 10:00 AM-10:00 PM  Daily
Phone 374-2563 for Carry-outs

Hwys 12 & 21  North Tomah

www.deercreekdentalclinic.com
820 N. Superior 

Tomah, WI 54660
(608)372-5000

Mark S. Mueller, DDS

Matthew McNally
DC, DCCJP

NUCCA Practitioner

1021 Berry Ave. • Tomah, WI

608-372-5900

372-2300
801 E. MONOWAU ST.

JOSHUA & PATRICIA SONNENBURG - FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Powers Gourmet
Fine Chocolates & Condiments

W3857 Hwy. 12 & 16
Lyndon Station, WI 53944

(414) 539-0181

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
202 E. Juneau St.

Grand Knight
Larry Scheckel

For more information on Hall Rental 
or Membership call 372-4886

LARKIN’S
GMC, Inc.

805 N. Superior Ave., TOMAH

372-2161

Education 
Endowment 

Fund
“The Gift That 

Keeps on Giving”

RAY OLSEN
CONSTRUCTION LLC

General Contractor
Home Building

Remodeling

608-372-3344

Jeremy Haun, CFP® 

Financial Advisor

1115 N Superior Ave Suit 3 
Tomah WI 54660 
608-372-6300

112 Milwaukee St., Ste. I • Sparta, WI

608.374.2333
arcticheatingwi@gmail.com

www.arcticheatcool.com

BMW Properties, LLC
Tomah, WI

AFFORDABLE QUALITY
Residential/Commercial Rentals
Super Clean & Move In Ready

Barb Westrate • (715) 829-0176
bbarbdj@charter.net

Torkelson
White-Ninneman-Steele

Funeral Home
Todd Torkelson

Diana M Gerke, Gri 
RealtoR

gerked@firstweber.com
Direct 608-374-1113 • Cell 608-387-2801

I Love my Job. 
I can help with all your
real estate needs!

Tomah, WI | (608) 372-6223 
$2 OFF any large or family size pizza 
excludes buffets - not eligible with any other discounts 

Mention Coupon When Ordering

QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES
P.C.C.W.

(Parish Council Of Catholic Women)
Tomah-Warrens

Join Us In Helping Families In Our Parish
Lisa Mueller Trish Skofronick
Co-President Co-President
608-343-4701 608-343-5404

SHUDLICK 
 LAW OFFICE LLC

Wills • Trusts • POAs • Real Estate
1501 Kilbourn Ave, Tomah, WI

Atty Dave Shudlick • Atty Josh Shudlick

372-4104

Art’s Tree Service
Call us for all of your tree care

28191 Flagship Ave
Tomah, WI

(608) 372-2360

n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

608-374-7355
www.wifirstchoicerealty.com

JOHN SHUCK
Plumbing & Repair

John Shuck
Master Plumber #640215

Tomah, WI

O: 608-372-3028    C: 608-344-1058

Break Room 
Proudly serving breakfast, lunch & 

dinner seven days a week. 
Check out our daily specials

Restaurant Hours 6am-9pm

608-372-2711
1123 Superior Ave., Tomah, WI

Steve’s Storage
608-343-6111

Steve and Angie Walker

 
1310 N Superior Ave, Tomah

Heated Storage for anything on Wheels 
Store Your Snowmobiles now! 

Outside storage for Campers, Boats,Trailers etc
(608) 374-0550 

CALL AHEAD FOR RESERVATIONS
Located in Tomah

QUALITY WINDOWS • PREMIUM INSTALLATION
NO HIGH PRESSURE SALES!

We Now Also Feature: Roller Shades/Blinds
to further enhance your beautiful windows!

WOLF WOLF 
WINDOWSWINDOWS

608-489-2612608-489-2612

Lance Haldeman
President

Auto • Home • Commercial • Life Insurance • Condos • Rentals
Lance.Haldeman@glenoaksinsurance.com

608-478-3648 ext. 1 GlenOaksInsurance.com

Sparta Office
608.269.7147

Paul & Richard Gerke
608.372.4203

1-90 & 131 S.
Tomah, WI 54660

Tomah Granite 
Company

Monuments - Markers 
Lettering

372-6200

Supporting Catholic Churches
Call us for all your heating 

and cooling needs

Phone: (608) 374-5500Phone: (608) 374-5500

Holthaus Insurance &
Financial Services, Inc.
601 N. Superior Ave., Ste. #8

Tomah, WI 54660

(608) 372-2475
www.jeffholthaus.com

608-343-6575 
groth@firstweber.com 
www.JessGroth.First Weber.com

 
dedicated to providing 

the best possible experience

Learn more at 
TomahHealth.org 

608.374.0250

601 Straw Street 
Tomah, WI 54660

Contact Kena Owen to place an ad today! 
kowen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5876

www.libertyvillagecare.com
(608) 374-5005

Assisted Living • Memory & Advanced Care

Life Enrichment & Wellness Plan

Nursing Services • Medical Management

Bi-Monthly Mass in Chapel • weekly Communion


