
TOMAH AND WARRENS — ONE COMMUNITY OF FAITH IN CHRIST 

Queen of the Apostles Parish Of!ice 

Telephone: (608) 372-4516                       
Mailing Address: 303 West Monroe St, Tomah 
Hours: None until further notice. 
Fax: (608) 372-4440 
Website: www.queenoftheapostlestomah.com 
Pastor: Monsignor Richard W. Gilles  msgr.gilles@gmail.com 
Deacon: Rev. Mr. Robert Riedl   dcnbobriedl@gmail.com 
Business Manager: Cindy Bailey             cbailey@queenoftheapostlestomah.com 
Maintenance: Jeff Atteln              jatteln@queenoftheapostlestomah.com 
Parish Secretary: Katie Pierce        psecretary@queenoftheapostlestomah.com 
Cemetery Sexton: Kevin Kuderer  stmaryscem@gmail.com 
PCCW Co-Presidents: Lisa Mueller, 343-4701          Trish Skofronick, 343-5404  
Church Hall: (608) 372-6709 
KC Grand Knight: Larry Scheckel, 372-3362  
Queen of the Apostles Religious Ed  

 
 

Director of Religious Ed: Wanda Thorson        wthorson@queenoftheapostlestomah.com 
Telephone: (608) 372-0825 Ext. 3  
Queen of the Apostles Grade School 
Telephone: (608) 372-5765 
Principal: Bill Tourdot 
 of!ice@queenoftheapostlestomah.com 
Secretary: Joan Brookman  school@queenoftheapostlestomah.com 
Of!ice Hours: None until further notice. 

APRIL 19, 2020 • DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY  





INTENTIONS FOR  
THE HOLY SACRIFICE OF THE MASS 

Saturday, April 18 
  Wedding of Emily Grahn and Jacob Moore 
 
  Vigil Mass 
  Jane and Tom Burgess 
  Bruce C. Vandervort 
 
Sunday, April 19 Divine Mercy Sunday 
  Pro populo of Queen of the Apostles Parish  
  Patricia Dechant 
 
Tuesday, April 21 
  No Mass 
 
Wednesday, April 22 
  No Mass 
 
Thursday, April 23 
  No Mass 
 
Friday, April 24 
  Diann Kosakoski 
    
Saturday, April 25 
  Pro populo of Queen of the Apostles Parish  
  Patricia Church 
 
Sunday, April 26 
  Anne Schmieder 
 
Please pray for Monsignor as he goes on retreat this week! 

 

*Though all public Masses are now cancelled,  
Monsignor will still be privately celebrating the Masses  

for the scheduled intentions.* 

FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP 
Weekend of April 4-5 

 
 

Estimated Weekly Need……...….…...………....$13,852.00 
Collected………..…..…..….…...………..……..$10,447.04 
Online Giving/ACH…......………...……...….…..$1,633.00 
 

Weekend of April 11-12 
 

 

Estimated Weekly Need……...….…...………....$13,852.00 
Collected………..…..…..….…...………..……..$13,637.00 
Easter………………………………………….….$6,520.00 
Online Giving/ACH…......………...……...….…..$2,703.00 

 

Thank you so much for your continuous generosity! 

An Open Letter to the Priests of the Catholic Church 
April 13, 2020 by George Weigel, Part 1/3 

 

Dear Fathers, my brothers in Christ: 
 

On Easter Sunday evening, I received a text message from one of 
your number, a close friend whose message was short and to the 
point: “The strangest day of my life.” Those six words were in-
scribed beneath a photograph taken from the choir loft of his 
church, empty save for himself (processing up the center aisle for 
Easter Sunday Mass) and three Nashville Dominicans (socially-
distanced in the pews). My friend’s poignant confession was all 
the more moving because I know how hard he’s worked for over 
a decade and a half to create one of the most beautiful parish lit-
urgies in the Catholic world, empowering his people to live out 
the priestly mission of right worship that was conferred on each 
of them in Baptism. 
 

I expect my friend’s lament was not his alone. Easter 2020 was 
surely one of the strangest days many, perhaps most, priests had 
ever experienced. Much has been written in recent weeks about 
the sacramental deprivation being experienced by the laity. Some 
of it has been sensible, even profound, calling on all the faithful 
to live this present, lengthy Eucharistic fast in such a way as to 
deepen our understanding of the privilege that frequent reception 
of Holy Communion really is. Commentators of insight have also 
reminded the Church of an ancient truth during this plague time: 
spiritual communion with the Lord Jesus makes sacramental 
communion truly efficacious. Other commentators, unfortunate-
ly, have been less sensible, some even suggesting that today’s 
priests are being less-than-heroic in their pastoral response to the 
pandemic. 
 

I don’t know any such priests. But more to the point, it’s im-
portant that everyone in the Church realize that priests without 
congregations present at liturgy, priests without penitents, priests 
without catechumens to instruct, and priests unable to visit the 
sick and the shut-ins are also feeling severely deprived. The hun-
ger to feed the flock with Word and sacrament, which animates 
every truly priestly soul, is difficult to satisfy at the moment. And 
so, while it’s infrequently remarked, priests as well as people are 
making enormous sacrifices in this plague time. And they are 
doing so in the name of charity, solidarity, care for the common 
good, and prudence. 
 

So the first word I wish to say to you, Fathers, is a word of litur-
gical thanks: thank you for maintaining the public worship of the 
Church under these extraordinary circumstances. Your witness 
confirms what every Catholic should know, but perhaps an insuf-
ficient number do: There is no such thing as a “private Mass,” 
because every Mass is celebrated in the presence of the Com-
munion of Saints. May this time of the people’s Eucharistic fast-
ing inspire in all of us a new appreciation of that truth of faith – 
an appreciation that will then enrich our re-gathered public wor-
ship when that happy day arrives. 
 

I want to thank you, too, for all that you are doing to be pastoral-
ly creative and present to your people. Every day I learn that yet 
another priest has discovered yet another way to stay in touch 
with his flock. One, a longtime friend, has recovered the patristic 
tradition of the pastoral letter and writes his people regularly. 
Many of you are working overtime to keep your Catholic schools 
open through online learning, and not infrequently setting an 
example for the sluggish public-school bureaucracy in the pro-
cess. A priest whom I count a good friend has, in his eighth dec-
ade, seen his “parish” expand to include a vast makeshift hospi-
tal; yet another is tirelessly visiting the sick, remaining close to 
those in need. Still another, retired, remains in touch with his 
friends by e-mail, encouraging them all and leading an intensi-
fied life of prayer for the entire Church. 

Part Two coming next week! 
 

CatholicWorldReport.com 



Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

I write you in the ma!er of our middle school. As you know our Catholic grade 
school is well over a hundred and twenty-five years old and it has always been 
considered a vitally important part of our mission as disciples to hand on the Cath-
olic faith. Certainly over those decades educa#on has changed in many ways. We 
find ourselves in that same situa#on now. 
 

Seemingly for broader cultural reasons, parents elect not to choose a Catholic 
school educa#on for their children in the middle school years. As parents are the 
primary educators of their children, I must respect their decision. Already a year 
ago strong considera#on was given to the viability of our middle school. A year 
later finds us in a more difficult posi#on. I formed a special commi!ee to study this 
ma!er and the overwhelming recommenda#on given enrollment and finances was 
to close the middle school. I then consulted with the Finance Council. We studied 
extensively all possible ways to make it work and found none. A%er considerable, 
though&ul discussion the unanimous consent was to recommend to me as pastor 
that the middle school ought to be closed. Financially, especially given this current 
climate, it is not feasible to con#nue as we are. As the ul#mate steward of your 
financial generosity to the parish, I must look out for the best interests of all of 
us. Sadly but necessarily, I have accepted their recommenda#on.  
 

We have struggled over the last five years with a declining enrollment especially in 
the upper levels. In 2015, our total enrollment was at 200 and now it stands at 
123. The middle school has dropped by 60% and currently there are 16 students 
enrolled next year for grades 6-8. We employ two full-#me teachers including the 
principal who teaches math part-#me. The declining enrollment has deeply con-
cerned me over the years and we have been hard at work for nearly three years to 
bolster enrollment through an incredibly hard-working and very intelligent mar-
ke#ng, reten#on and enrollment commi!ees. Honestly, I can say we have tried our 
very best. I owe its members a deep debt of gra#tude for the countless number of 
hours they put into their work.  
 

Going forward, our goal is to strengthen to the greatest degree possible our prima-
ry grades under the leadership of a new principal. It is our con#nued determina-
#on to be Tomah's number one school for academic excellence and Catholic for-
ma#on as we partner with parents to provide quality educa#on extending beyond 
the classroom.  
 

Our Principal Mr. Tourdot will readily help parents transi#on their students into 
the local middle school or into another Catholic middle school such as at Spar-
ta. Please feel free to contact him by calling the school office or by sending him an 
email.  
 

Our increased focus for the middle school students is to provide the best quality 
religious educa#on for the students in the Religious Educa#on Program. While it 
does not rise to the same experience, we are confident that your children will con-
#nue to grow in the faith with your ac#ve par#cipa#on in their religious forma#on, 
especially through worship of God at the Sunday Eucharist. 
 

I conclude by saying thank you to all who have made many sacrificial commitments 
over the years to our Parish and School. Your sacrifice, mo#vated by deep faith, 
will bear fruit for many years to come. 
 

With sen#ments of esteem, I remain 
 

Yours devotedly in Christ 
 



 

Arlie Church 
April 8 
  

Merciful Lord, open the gates 
of paradise to your servants 
and help us who remain to 
comfort one another with  

assurances of faith, until we 
all meet in Christ and are with 

you forever.  

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! 
Our Lenten journey this year has been most striking. We 
read of the ancients going through the desert, separating 
themselves and being alone with God. We too have joined 
in their practice, not by our choice but for our safety. 
Despite our separation and inability to celebrate Easter 
together in church, we must continue to proclaim and be-
lieve the most astonishing fact about our Lord and Savior. 
He suffered, He died and He rose from the dead on that 
first Easter morning. The first witnesses were filled with 
many deep emotions and their hearts were moved to great-
ness. To this day, we too are comforted by the Resurrec-
tion and His promises. 
We are an Easter people! Easter Sunday begins the Octave 
of Easter; eight days to continue the celebration of Easter. 
Eight days to hear accounts of Jesus’ post-Resurrection 
appearances. The final day of the Octave, the Second Sun-
day of Easter, is also known as Divine Mercy Sunday. We 
hear the words of our Lord, recounted in the Gospel, when 
he tells Thomas and he tells us, “Blessed are they who 
have not seen me, but still believe.” (John 20:29) 
Easter is known as the ‘Feast of Feasts’ – the solemnity of 
solemnities. The celebration of Easter extends to Pentecost 
Sunday. Forty days after Easter we celebrate the Lord’s 
Ascension. The Church then remains in prayer as we await 
the coming of the Holy Spirit on the Fiftieth day of Easter, 
concluding the Easter Season. 
So let us keep the Easter spirit alive in our hearts and pro-
claim it to everyone we meet. We are an Easter people! 
Blessed Easter to you – and I’ll see you at Sunday Mass! 

—Bishop William P. Callahan 

Our churches are open during this period of no Masses!   
St. Mary’s Monday-Friday — 9:00am-7:00pm Saturday-Sunday — 9:00am-5:00pm 

*Sacrament of Reconciliation* Tuesday — 4:30pm-5:30pm  
St. Andrew’s  Saturday — 12:00pm-6:00pm 
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Open 10:00 AM-10:00 PM  Daily
Phone 374-2563 for Carry-outs

Hwys 12 & 21  North Tomah

www.deercreekdentalclinic.com
820 N. Superior 

Tomah, WI 54660
(608)372-5000

Mark S. Mueller, DDS

Matthew McNally
DC, DCCJP

NUCCA Practitioner

1021 Berry Ave. • Tomah, WI

608-372-5900

372-2300
801 E. MONOWAU ST.

JOSHUA & PATRICIA SONNENBURG - FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Powers Gourmet
Fine Chocolates & Condiments

W3857 Hwy. 12 & 16
Lyndon Station, WI 53944

(414) 539-0181

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
202 E. Juneau St.

Grand Knight
Larry Scheckel

For more information on Hall Rental 
or Membership call 372-4886

LARKIN’S
GMC, Inc.

805 N. Superior Ave., TOMAH

372-2161

Education 
Endowment 

Fund
“The Gift That 

Keeps on Giving”

RAY OLSEN
CONSTRUCTION LLC

General Contractor
Home Building

Remodeling

608-372-3344

Jeremy Haun, CFP® 

Financial Advisor

1115 N Superior Ave Suit 3 
Tomah WI 54660 
608-372-6300

112 Milwaukee St., Ste. I • Sparta, WI

608.374.2333
arcticheatingwi@gmail.com

www.arcticheatcool.com

BMW Properties, LLC
Tomah, WI

AFFORDABLE QUALITY
Residential/Commercial Rentals
Super Clean & Move In Ready

Barb Westrate • (715) 829-0176
bbarbdj@charter.net

Torkelson
White-Ninneman-Steele

Funeral Home
Todd Torkelson

Diana M Gerke, Gri 
RealtoR

gerked@firstweber.com
Direct 608-374-1113 • Cell 608-387-2801

I Love my Job. 
I can help with all your
real estate needs!

Tomah, WI | (608) 372-6223 
$2 OFF any large or family size pizza 
excludes buffets - not eligible with any other discounts 

Mention Coupon When Ordering

QUEEN OF THE APOSTLES
P.C.C.W.

(Parish Council Of Catholic Women)
Tomah-Warrens

Join Us In Helping Families In Our Parish
Lisa Mueller Trish Skofronick
Co-President Co-President
608-343-4701 608-343-5404

SHUDLICK 
 LAW OFFICE LLC

Wills • Trusts • POAs • Real Estate
1501 Kilbourn Ave, Tomah, WI

Atty Dave Shudlick • Atty Josh Shudlick

372-4104

Art’s Tree Service
Call us for all of your tree care

28191 Flagship Ave
Tomah, WI

(608) 372-2360

n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n n

608-374-7355
www.wifirstchoicerealty.com

JOHN SHUCK
Plumbing & Repair

John Shuck
Master Plumber #640215

Tomah, WI

O: 608-372-3028    C: 608-344-1058

Break Room 
Proudly serving breakfast, lunch & 

dinner seven days a week. 
Check out our daily specials

Restaurant Hours 6am-9pm

608-372-2711
1123 Superior Ave., Tomah, WI

Steve’s Storage
608-343-6111

Steve and Angie Walker

 
1310 N Superior Ave, Tomah

Heated Storage for anything on Wheels 
Store Your Snowmobiles now! 

Outside storage for Campers, Boats,Trailers etc
(608) 374-0550 

CALL AHEAD FOR RESERVATIONS
Located in Tomah

QUALITY WINDOWS • PREMIUM INSTALLATION
NO HIGH PRESSURE SALES!

We Now Also Feature: Roller Shades/Blinds
to further enhance your beautiful windows!

WOLF WOLF 
WINDOWSWINDOWS

608-489-2612608-489-2612

Lance Haldeman
President

Auto • Home • Commercial • Life Insurance • Condos • Rentals
Lance.Haldeman@glenoaksinsurance.com

608-478-3648 ext. 1 GlenOaksInsurance.com

Sparta Office
608.269.7147

Paul & Richard Gerke
608.372.4203

1-90 & 131 S.
Tomah, WI 54660

Tomah Granite 
Company

Monuments - Markers 
Lettering

372-6200

Supporting Catholic Churches
Call us for all your heating 

and cooling needs

Phone: (608) 374-5500Phone: (608) 374-5500

Holthaus Insurance &
Financial Services, Inc.
601 N. Superior Ave., Ste. #8

Tomah, WI 54660

(608) 372-2475
www.jeffholthaus.com

608-343-6575 
groth@firstweber.com 
www.JessGroth.First Weber.com

 
dedicated to providing 

the best possible experience

Learn more at 
TomahHealth.org 

608.374.0250

601 Straw Street 
Tomah, WI 54660

Contact Kena Owen to place an ad today! 
kowen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5876

www.libertyvillagecare.com
(608) 374-5005

Assisted Living • Memory & Advanced Care

Life Enrichment & Wellness Plan

Nursing Services • Medical Management

Bi-Monthly Mass in Chapel • weekly Communion


