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Parsonage Transformation is Complete! 

Thank you is not nearly enough to express the gratitude to all who were Involved in 
transforming the parsonage for Pastor Doug.  A very heartfelt thank you goes to Jim Kuhl, Rick 
Barreau and Rosemary McTier for their planning, hard work and dedication to seeing this 
project through to completion in an amazing amount of time!  I could go on and on about the 
hours spent but then you might stop reading this important thank you.  I will just say, Jim Kuhl 

deserves a raise!! (No, he isn’t paid!)  I would be 
remiss if I didn’t mention others who gave willing of 
their time and sweat to assist with completion of this 
project.  They include: Julie Briggs, Shar Kuhl, Liz 
Gregory, Dr Bill Johnson, Kevin Homan, Lynn Kreier, Jim 
Jensen, Barb Jensen, David Briggs, Phil Berg and Barb 
Berg.  What a dedicated group!! 

Pastor Doug’s Office is Painted! 

Two special women, Julie Briggs and Sara Brockley, took it upon themselves to save the 
church some money and painted Pastor Doug’s office, walls and ceiling!  I know, how did 
they reach those high peaks in the ceiling?! Julie said it was her first time on the trapeze!  

Cleaning of the office was completed by Julie Briggs, Carrie Scherbert and Barb Berg. 
Thanks to both of these groups (painting and cleaning) for your work and selfless giving. 
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In need of a break from unpacking all 
those moving boxes, I recently decided 
to get out of the house and do some 
exploring around the area. One place I 

visited was the footpath running along the levee 
down by the Wisconsin River. From the moment I 
stepped out onto the trail, I was met with the most 
wonderful sight – the river itself, framed by trees and 
wildflowers, with various wildlife up and down the 
shoreline. It reminded me of walking down by the 
Mississippi when I was in college at Winona. 
 
As part of this “trying to get away”, I had chosen to 
leave my earbuds behind, not wanting to be 
distracted by music or some other app on my phone. 
Instead, I simply tried to focus on what was going on 
around me. It wasn’t easy (at least, not at first). The 
temptation to pull out my phone and check 
notifications or to walk as quickly as possible so I 
could get my steps in was pretty strong. But as I made 
my way down the path and started noticing some of 
the details, I found myself slowing down. Those other 
distractions began to fall away. 
 
There are several times throughout the gospels where 
we see Jesus going away from the crowds and even 
from his disciples to be alone for a while. Sometimes, 
this was just so that he could get a break, a chance to 
rest and unwind for a little while. Other times, he 
went away to wrestle with something challenging him 
or deal with painful news. “…when Jesus heard [that 
John had been executed], he withdrew from there in 
a boat to a deserted place by himself.” (Matthew 
14:13). 
 
Jesus knew the value of slowing down. He recognized 
that it was essential to get away, to take some time, 
and to refocus on what was most important. Not only 
did this strengthen his relationship with God, it also 
gave him the space to really feel what he was going 
through. The fact that Jesus experienced all the depth 
and breadth of what it meant to be human means 
that we can be sure he understands what we go 
through in our lives. 
 
It feels as if this COVID‐19 pandemic has done nothing 
but take things away from us. Safer at home told us to 
shelter in place, to not go out unless we absolutely 
had to. Social distancing and mask wearing have 
separated us from one another and made us feel 

disconnected. We haven’t been able to spend time with 
our friends and families like we normally do. We haven’t 
been able to go to church, to work, or to school (at least, 
not as easily as we were before). 
 
…and yet, there may be an opportunity here for us to turn 
this around. What if, instead of focusing on the things 
we’ve lost, we decided to look at what we could gain? 
What if we set aside some of the distractions, the things 
that gobble up our time and our energy, and made space 
to rebuild our relationships with one another? 
 
It won’t be easy (at least, not at first). The temptation to 
turn back, to busy ourselves with other things, is going to 
be pretty strong. But God is with us. God is doing a new 
thing in our midst. And as we make our way down the 
path, we may start to see things we hadn’t noticed 
before. Perhaps now is our chance to try something 
different. 
 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Doug 
 

NEW EMAIL FOR PASTOR DOUG: 
pastor.portageumc@gmail.com

Looking for Our Online Service? 

 

Follow these steps: 

 

1. Open your internet 

 

2. Go to Google 

 

3. Type in the search bar “youtube” 

 

4. Type in the youtube search bar “Portage UMC” 

 

5. Click on Portage UMC (church picture below) 

 

6. You will be able to click on whichever service 

you would like to watch. Check the dates. 

 

7. Happy watching! 
 

(If you do have any problems connecting, you can call 

Niki Briggs and she’ll help you! Call 608-697-3993.



4

 
 

 

 

 

 

You Can Donate  

Directly from Your Smartphone! 

It’s simple and easy!  
Just text the amount you want to donate,  

including the dollar sign (ex. $20)  
to 844-556-1238 and click on the link they send you. 

Follow the prompts to complete your donation.  
 

 

 

Going Above and Beyond 

Over the years, I am not sure how many years, Rick 

Barreau could be seen many a day riding the lawn 

mower as he cut the parsonage and church lawns.  He 

was not asked, told or paid for doing this task but just 

took it upon himself to make sure it was done.  Talk 

about thankless giving!  Rick has decided to retire from 

this volunteer task but I know we all wanted to let him 

know that his work was appreciated and didn't go 

unnoticed.  Thank you Rick Barreau for your work and 

dedication to our church! 

 

Strategy Team Update 
 

The COVID-19 Strategy Team has continued our 

weekly online meetings. Trying to understand this virus 

and the recommended best practices has not been 

easy, which is why we’ve been relying on the advice of 

medical experts, our public health officials, as well as 

the wider church leadership to help guide us. It is 

challenging, though, especially when so much is still 

unknown or changing. 
 

That said, we remain committed to finding a safe and 

faithful way forward together for our congregation. Our 

team will be shifting from primarily information-

gathering to focus more on policy making and action 

items, streamlining so that we can respond more 

quickly and effectively as things continue to change. 

While we hope this will move us closer to safely 

reopening our building, we recognize things with the 

virus aren’t looking very good right now and that our 

reopening may take more time because of this. 
 

Never forget that, although the building may be closed, 

the church is still alive and actively engaged in ministry 

with one another (even if it is at a distance). 
 

We ask for your continued patience as we try to 

navigate all that is before us. Pray for the team and its 

members, that God might give us wisdom and grace 

moving forward. Pray for our congregation and our 

community, especially those who are feeling isolated or 

who are in need of healing care. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns about what is 

happening with our ministry or our reopening plans, 

contact Pastor Doug or a member of the strategy team. 

We would be more than happy to talk with you. 
 

Blessings, 
 

The COVID-19 Strategy Team 

Pastor Doug, David Briggs, Phil Berg, Katie Zirbes, 

Shar Kuhl, Chris Linder 

 
 

 

IN THE MAIL 

Thank you so much for letting us use the church June 
30 for the blood drive.  We were able to collect 
enough units to help save 126 lives.  Please thank 
everyone at the church. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Nicole Rundahl 
Donor Recruitment Account Manager

PORTAGE 

UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH 
NEWS 

Articles for the  
September newsletter 

are due August 13

Portage 
Pop-uP 
Pantry  

Fresh Produce &  
Perishables 

 
2:00 - 5:00 

Every 4th Wednesday 
 

held at  
1804 New Pinery Rd., Portage 

Portage United Methodist Church
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A Word from the Ad Council Chair… 
 
Hello everyone, 
 
As chair of the Administrative Council, I want to give 
you a quick update on the process of trying to reopen 
the church building during this COVID‐19 pandemic. 
(It has not been for a lack of trying, nor desire.) 
 
Thank you for your patience during this. We would all 
love for things to be back to normal already, but as 
you can see, the situation is a little more complicated 
than that. We are part of the Wisconsin Annual 
Conference, a grouping of churches within the United 
Methodist Church that includes all of our state. The 
bishop oversees all these churches and our district 
superintendent works with the churches in our area, 
giving us direction as to what we are allowed to do. 
Specifically, they have given us guidelines to follow 
for our reopening plans, guidelines that are based on 
the Badger Bounce Back Plan, which is more 
restrictive than what we have in our area. 
 
Some might ask, why don’t we just open? Pastor 
Doug is our appointed pastor, but he is also 
responsible to the bishop and the annual conference. 
He must follow the guidance we’ve been given and 
make sure that what we’re doing lines up with the 
expectations of the conference. 
 
Some might wonder, why have other churches been 
able to open? I know some churches in our area have 
reopened. Is that the right decision? Is that the best 

decision? Only time will tell. At this time, many of the 
churches in our conference still remain virtual only for 
worship and other ministries. 
 
…and even if we could reopen tomorrow, worship 
would be significantly different. No singing, no 
hugging, no visiting out in the narthex. Just in, just 
out. 
 
This whole process is being played out in many other 
areas of our life as well. Look at the differences in 
school openings within our state and across the 
country. Some are staying all virtual, some are going 
full attendance. Dane County and the City of 
Milwaukee have mask ordinances. Other counties and 
cities say they will never have a mask ordinance. It is 
hard to know exactly how these decisions will affect 
the spread of the virus. And it’s evolved into quite a 
political and personal situation. 
 
Many of you have reached out to me with thoughts 
for and against reopening. Thank you for sharing 
those comments either way. It feels good to express 
one’s self and feel as if you’ve been heard. Just know 
that we are working very hard to reopen safely as 
soon as possible. 
 
Stay safe, stay healthy, and I hope to see you soon. 
 
 
David Briggs 
Chairperson, Administrative Council 

Christians are the light of the world, 
but the switch has to be turned on!
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Administrative Council Approves Two COVID-19 Policies

Face Covering Policy 
(effective 07/01/2020 until further notice) 

(updated 07/20/2020) 
 

We, the people of Portage United Methodist Church, believe we are called by God to love one another as Christ loved us. This is the 
commandment Jesus gave to his disciples (John 13:34-35) and which has been passed down to us. As people of faith, our first duty in living 
out that love is to do no harm. 
 
Wearing a face mask or other face covering significantly reduces the possibility that the wearer might transmit coronavirus to others. It is an 
outward and visible sign of our love for one another in that it helps us protect those around us from the spread of COVID-19. 
 
Therefore, every individual, age five (5) and older, on church property (inside or outside the building) must wear a face covering 
that covers their nose and mouth. 
 
Staff working alone in their own office or workspace for an extended period of time are permitted to remove their face covering, so long as 
they are not interacting with others. Additional exceptions to be granted with approval of the pastor or office administrator. 
 
Face coverings will be available at the church for those who do not have one. If you are unable to wear a face covering due to a medical 
condition or other health-related reason, we ask you to stay home and to communicate with us by phone, email, or another method. 
 
If an individual refuses to wear a face covering, they will be asked to leave the premises for the safety of our congregation and our 
community. 
 
 

In-Person Group Policy 
(effective 07/12/2020 until 09/01/2020) 

(updated 07/20/2020) 
 

Any group wishing to meet in-person must adhere to the following requirements: 
 

1. …take place outside. No access to the building will be allowed at this time. 

2. …are limited to no more than ten (10) participants. 

3. …observe social distancing of at least six (6) feet. 

4. …wear appropriate face coverings at all times. 

5. …be scheduled with the office (if meeting on church grounds). 

6. …ask each participant the screening questions: 

a. Are you currently experiencing a cough, fever (> 99.4), chills, sore throat, muscle pain, loss of smell or taste, vomiting, or 
shortness of breath? 

b. Are you currently caring for someone who is ill? 

c. During the last two weeks, have you been diagnosed with COVID-19? Have you had contact with someone diagnosed 
with COVID-19 or suspected to have COVID-19? 

d. Do you consider yourself high-risk or unable to follow the in-person meeting precautions? 

7. …record the names and contact info of those present, submit to the office for record-keeping. 
 
In the case of inclement weather, groups will need to make other arrangements to meet (e.g. online). 
 
Exceptions to be granted with approval of the pastor or office administrator. 
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If You’re in the Hospital    

 

Being hospitalized is usually a traumatic 

and stressful experience. You have a 

church family willing to help! If you would 

like a visit from the pastor and/or to be 

placed on the prayer chain, or anything 

else that would ease your stay, please call 

the church office (742-2107). Let us know 

which hospital, a room number if available, 

and a contact’s name and number. Thank 

you! 

 

Note: Hospitals do not call churches or 

pastors anymore. You, or a family member, 

needs to contact us. 

 
Music Fund 

In memory of Vic Mayor, by Carl Johnson and by Daniel 

Shebel. 

MEMORIAL GIFTS

WITH SYMPATHY 
 

We extend our love to 
the families of 

 
Nancy Boyd 

&  
David Boyd 

 
at the recent loss  

of their loved ones

August 4, Tuesday 
6:30 pm: Staff Mtg 

 
August 10, Monday 

6:30 pm: Finance Mtg 
 
August 11, Tuesday 

High School Blood Drive will be held at PUMC 
6:30 pm: Trustees Mtg 

August 17, Monday 
6:30 pm: SPRC Mtg 

 
August 24, Monday 

6:30 pm: Ad Council Mtg 
 
August 26, Wednesday 

2‐5 pm: Pop‐up Pantry  

August Calendar of Events  
Sunday Worship is available online and can be found on Youtube at Portage UMC or on our Facebook Page



FINANCIAL SUMMARY SHEET 
June 30, 2020 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *    
   GENERAL FUND                                 DEDICATED FUNDS 
   Income:      25,600.56       Income:    $ 6234.00 
   Expense:     -4,145.90       Expense    17,953.98 
    1454.66 
 
 
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

FUND BALANCES 
  

General Fund (14,382.13) 

  

Dedicated Fund $64,057.89 

*Checking Account Balance 
(total of Gen. and Ded. Fund) 

$49,675.76 

Memorial Checking $9176.79 

Jenkins Fund $44,285.49 

Anderson Fund $22,958.30 

Wiedenhaupt Fund $5,358.67 

Endowment Fund $16,810.04 

Hamele Fund $11,296.02 

               TOTAL  
 *(checking balance not in total) 

. 

$159,561.07 
 
 
     Budgeted Income for 6 months         $165,093.00 
    Actual income for 6 months   -168,015.25 
                                                                         2922.25 
 
 
I am becoming concerned about the way our church’s finances are trending. We are still 
running in the black, but our general offerings are dipping drastically. General budget 
offerings were $6,000 lower in June than in May. Please remember that our church is 
doing what it can during these trying times, and that many of our expenses continue 
even though we are not having our Sunday “in-the-sanctuary” services. 
 
          Rich Jacobson, Treasurer 
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During this time when many of you are home more than you used to be, why 

not take this opportunity to add your name to our email prayer chain? This is a 

list of people who will pray for various prayer requests that come to our 

church. When the office receives the request, it gets typed into the group 

prayer chain email and sent out to you all.  
 

And for those of you not using email, we do have a telephone chain as well!  
 

Please, this is an important mission/ministry of our church, to care for and pray 

for others in need. Let the office know if you’d be willing to add your name to 

either the email list or the telephone list. Email the office at 

office.portageumc@gmail.com or call 742-2107 to take your place in part of 

this chain. 
 

I want to tell you, prayer works. I’ve been on the receiving end of it with 

miraculous, unexplainable results! Let’s be there for others. Shar 

Tanzania Student Sponsorships     

As part of our PUMC mission program we have been faithfully sponsoring the education of Boaz 
and Lesia in Tanzania.  Boaz is now in his final year of Clinical Medicine at Kam College.   He hopes 
to continue with his schooling to attain a medical degree.  Lesia is in her first year in high school 
in the public school. As part of the guidelines for continued sponsorship, grades for each of our 
students will be requested.  

At this time, we have approximately half of the money need for the two sponsorships.  We hope 
to be able to send our sponsorship money by the end of 2020 as the school year runs a bit 
differently in Tanzania.  Please consider making a donation for the education of our two students.  
If we each pitch in a bit we can easily cover the costs of their schooling for another year.  What a 
tremendous gift to give a young person to change his/her life forever.   

If you are submitting a check please put Tanzania or IOP Scholarships in the memo line.  Thank 
you for your prayers, your love and your contributions to this mission outreach.

2  Barb Berg 

3  Griffin Butson 

 Brittany Robson 

4  Kevin Johnson 

 Halie Losacker 

 Megan Peterson 

 Rob Walz 

7  Patrick Banks 

 Madelyn Curtis 

 Bob Fenner Jr. 

8  Howard Becraft 

 Mark Goldsworthy 

 Joyce Maass 

 Dave Schultz 

9  Aaron DelaGarza 

10  Matthew Simonson 

12  Vi Bauer 

13  Amanda Curtis 

14  Aidan Statz 

 Liam Statz 

 Lucas Wilcox 

15  Alyssa Copple 

17  James Burns 

18  Karli Paske 

 Eleanor Voigt 

21  Kevin Johnson 

 Josh Powers 

 

23   Allen Fredrick 

 Julie McTier 

24  Judy Banks 

25  Shirley Harty 

26  Shirley Baertsch 

 Kevin Homan 

 Cullen Steck 

28  Barb La Gosh 

 Kathleen Lucey 

Another mission is reaching out to our members, and what better time than for their birthday! Why not send a card or two, or 

three, or.... more! Or give them a call to wish them well!
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Now the whole group of those who believed 
were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, 
but everything they owned was held in 
common. With great power the apostles gave 
their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 
There was not a needy person among them, 
for as many as owned lands or houses sold 
them and brought the proceeds of what was 
sold. They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it 
was distributed to each as any had need. (Acts 
4:32-35) 

 
I am a bishop of two minds. In my best mind, I 
believe that we are the people that God needs us 
to be. In this mind, I believe that we see each 
other as gifts from God, of immense and 
unequaled value, regardless of race, ethnicity, 
economic level, or educational background. In 
this best and most positive mind, language is 
never a barrier, heritage and culture are valued, 
and we view each other as sacred siblings in the 
grand family of God. I would absolutely love to 
live with this mind. 
But I know it is not the whole story. We are not 
always one in spirit, knowledge, and truth. We 
allow our differences to eclipse our strengths. We 
sometimes allow barriers of language, heritage, 
and culture to divide us. We set aside our 
reconciling and uniting faith to focus instead on 
those things which separate us. This is my other, 
troubled mind. 
In short, we are human. At our most generous, we 
can do amazing things.  We take wonderful care 
of each other, we make incredible sacrifices, we 
give beyond all expectation. This is when we do it 
well. But on any given day, we tend to look out 
only for our own personal needs. We see the 
stranger as competition at best, and as a threat at 
worst. We are so worried about our own needs 
and safety that we cannot even conceive of 
thinking about the safety and needs of others – 
and we don’t want to feel guilty about this, 

either. We make the world all about us 
individually, or about those few people closest to 
us. We don’t have anything against other people, 
we simply need to take care of our own. 
But Jesus challenges this notion. Jesus teaches 
that everyone is “our own.” What we do to the 
least of our brothers and sisters we do to 
Jesus. Jesus does an amazing job of blurring the 
line between “us” and “them.” In Jesus’ view, 
there is only a singular “all of us.” I cannot 
withhold care, compassion, or concern from any 
other human being – my connection and 
responsibility rests with anyone with whom I 
come in contact. 
Over the past few months, conversations have 
focused on who should be talking with whom, 
who is at the table and who is not, who is being 
heard, and who is left out. The very nature of this 
conversation shows that we still have a long way 
to go.  All of us should be talking with – and 
listening to—all of us; especially white Americans 
should be listening to black and brown 
voices. Together we should be exploring and 
understanding our Asian immigrant 
voices. Without ample opportunity to listen, to 
understand, and to respond, we will simply see 
our tragic problems repeated over and over 
again. The realities of widespread racial 
inequality, anti-racial minority behaviors, white 
privilege, and white supremacy will not go away if 
we pretend they don’t exist. We must talk about 
these things if we want to eradicate them. 
We do not need more chaos. We need to learn 
from the chaos to create a world order that is just, 
fair, kind, loving, equitable, merciful, and peace-
filled for all of God’s people. Our vision is a 
beloved community that includes and appreciates 
all our differences as well as our 
similarities. Beloved community will guarantee 
that all have enough basic necessities met that 
everyone can enjoy a good quality of life. Beloved 
community will witness to our broken world what 
is the will and desire of God. Beloved community 
is the space where everyone can celebrate who 
they are, and be celebrated by all those who know 
and love them best. 

Bishop Hee-Soo Jung 
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24 Hour Towing

800-362-7220 
www.wieserconcrete.com

2815 Riley Rd. • Portage, WI 53901

Kelly J Krueger 
Independent Insurance Agent

(608) 697-8282 Direct 
311 E. Wisconsin St. Ste. 108 • Portage WI 53901

kkrueger@retirementspecs.com

Helping you make sense of your insurance choices

* Supplements * Dental *Life 
*Marketplace Options  *Annuities

Helen or Rick Mueller: 608-742-5470 
countrysidehobbydivision@gmail.com 

www.countrysideportablebuildings.com 
State Rd. 33 between Portage & Baraboo

TURNBULL TRAVEL, LLCTURNBULL TRAVEL, LLC
Rhonda Turnbull, ACC

Independent Travel Consultant
608-745-1650 Office

rhonda-ta@hotmail.com
Specializing in leisure travel, tours and cruises to the Caribbean, 

Mexico, Hawaii, Alaska, Europe and Walt Disney World.

608-745-4300
2930 New Pinery Rd, Portage
dellsbank.com

 

When Buying or Selling  Your Home Call! 
Jim Atkinson, Broker/Owner 

jim@atkinsonrealtor.com 
www.atkinsonrealtor.com

Atkinson Real Estate Inc. 
608-742-2848

Specializing in 
Stainless Steel 

Manufacturing

608-846-5474 
www.benhanderson.com

New Construction • Remodel • Flatwork
(608) 742-6111(608) 742-6111

Email: TMConstruction@frontier.com
 Free Estimates • Fully Insured

24-Hour Emergency Care

Urgent Care • Family Medicine
Obstetric Care • Surgical Services

Acute and Intensive Care
Long Term Care • Rehabilitation

Home Nursing Care

www.dshealthcare.com
Sponsored by the Sisters of the Divine Savior

742-4131
2817 New Pinery Rd. Portage, WI 53901

For All Your Memorial Needs

N6828 Hwy 51-16 S • PO Box 78 
608-742-3939

LLC

JAMES R. GROTHMAN * PLS 
SCOTT P. HEWITT * PLS

2905 New Pinery Rd, Portage | 608-566-1750

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827
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