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Join us for worship this Ash Wednesday as we begin the journey of Lent. Together, we will take time to 
remember that we are not perfect people and that we need God to help restore us. Our building may be 
closed, but there are still opportunities to recognize and honor this important day: 
 
Online Ash Wednesday (Feb 17, 9:00 am) 
Prepare for the Lenten journey through online worship experience. As with Sunday mornings, we will share 
in liturgy, scripture, music, and reflection. 
 
Drive‐In Ash Wednesday Service (Feb 17, 7:00 pm) 
Come to the north parking lot for an alternative experience in your car as we enter the season of Lent. Help 
us prepare by calling the church office at (608) 742‐2107 and reserving a spot. 
 
NOTE: We will be receiving the imposition of dust (in lieu of ashes) and celebrating Holy Communion at 
the drive‐in service. Anyone wishing to receive should bring water and their own communion elements – 
plain bread (i.e. no nuts, raisins, etc.) and grape juice. The dust will be provided. Pastor Doug will bless 
these from inside the building and we will all partake together. 

Lenten Study: The Walk by Rev. Adam Hamilton 
 
These past several months have been hard for us, both individually and as a church, but the good news 
is we have never been alone. In this Lenten study, we will explore five spiritual practices – worship and 
prayer, study, service, giving, and sharing – that will help us deepen our journey with God (even in the 
midst of coronavirus). Through videos, conversation, and prayer, we will learn how we can follow in the 
footsteps of Christ every day. 
 
Pastor Doug will offer this small group virtually on Wednesdays, February 24 and March 3, 10, 17 & 24 
at 6:00 pm. Minimum group size is 6. 
 
If you would like to purchase Rev. Adam Hamilton’s The Walk: Five Essential Practices of the Christian 
Life, you can order it online at Cokesbury, Amazon, or Abingdon Press. 
 
Please sign‐up by emailing the church office at office.portageumc@gmail.com  
or calling (608) 742‐2107. 
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The season of Lent is a time of 
preparation in which many of us are 
encouraged to “give up” something. 
People often talk about giving up 

chocolate or soda or coffee for Lent. They might 
choose to “give up” watching the news, going to the 
movies, or using social media. I even knew a pastor at 
my parents’ church who “gave up” their birthday 
every year because it fell during Lent. 
 
For so many folks, this sort of “giving up” is seen as an 
obligation, something one simply has to do for Lent. 
We don’t usually give these things a whole lot of 
thought and they can end up being a lot like our New 
Years’ resolutions. Even if we manage to make it 
through the season, we go right back to whatever we 
gave up as soon as it’s over. There doesn’t seem to be 
any sort of lasting change in our lives because of it. 
 
On top of that, we have all spent nearly the last 
twelve months “giving up” a lot of things because of 
this pandemic. We “gave up” going to the movies, 
eating out at restaurants, and traveling to different 
places. We “gave up” hanging out with our friends, 
spending time with family, and being together in‐
person for worship. So much has been “given up” or 
“taken away” from us that many of us may not even 
be thinking of “giving up” something for Lent (except 
maybe the coronavirus). 
 
It is important to remember that, as Christians, the 
“giving up” we are called to during the season of Lent 
is meant to be a form of fasting, not punishment. One 
of the more common examples we see in scripture is 
when people abstain from eating food. In the book of 
Deuteronomy, Moses fasted before going up the 
mountain to receive the Law. In 2 Samuel, King David 
fasted while his son was sick. Jesus fasted in the 
wilderness as he wrestled with what it meant to be 
the Son of God. Paul fasted as part of his conversion 
experience after he encountered Christ on the road to 
Damascus. 
 
In each of these situations, the person fasting did so in 
order to create space within their lives. They 
temporarily set aside something they typically did 
(e.g. eating and drinking) so that they could focus 
more on their relationship with God, with others, and 
with themselves. 

What does that mean for those of us who choose to fast 
today? Whether for a few hours or an entire season, our 
fasting should be something we are intentional about. We 
should be creating space in our lives for us to take up or 
start new practices that draw us closer to God and to each 
other. 
 
If you’re the kind of person who chooses to give up coffee 
or chocolate for Lent, what could you spend that time and 
money on instead that would help you grow as a disciple? 
If you’re the kind of person who decides you want to fast 
from social media, what sorts of practices could you take 
up to focus on building healthier relationships outside of 
apps like Facebook, Twitter, and Snapchat? 
 
We do not have to journey through this season or practice 
our fasting alone. That’s what being part of a faith 
community is all about. Even though we may not be able 
to gather together in‐person, face‐to‐face right now, we 
can still support one another and share this practice of 
fasting together. In fact, what would it look like if we were 
to reframe our pandemic experience in terms of fasting? 
What could we be making space for in our lives or taking 
up together that would move us closer to God? 
 
I hope you will continue to join us virtually and in other 
ways as we seek to find out this Lenten season. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Pastor Doug 

 

FEBRUARY 14 - COMMUNION 
 
We will be celebrating Holy 
Communion at the drive-in service 
Sunday, February 14th. Anyone 
wishing to receive should bring 
their own communion elements – 
plain bread (i.e. no nuts, raisins, 
etc.) and grape juice. Pastor Doug 
will bless these from inside the 
building and we will all partake 
together. 
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You Can Donate  

Directly from Your Smartphone! 

It’s simple and easy!  
Just text the amount you want to donate,  

including the dollar sign (ex. $20)  
to 844-556-1238 and click on the link they send you. 

Follow the prompts to complete your donation.  
 

 

The PUMC Finance Committee is recommending the 
creation of a “Pandemic Relief Fund”. The purpose of 
the temporary fund would be to provide financial 
assistance to local residents of the greater Portage 
area. Several people have 
indicated they would like to 
donate some, or all of their 
Federal stimulus check to be 
used to help area residents 
struggling during this current 
pandemic. What a wonderful way to be an instrument 
of God’s blessing to others! Once approved by the 
Church Council (they meet after this notice goes to the 
printer), the money will be distributed locally to those 
in need. If you are willing to donate stimulus or other 
monies, please mail your check, or bring your 
donation to the church and put in the drop box 
outside the front door. Please indicate “Pandemic 
Relief Fund” somewhere on the check or envelope. 
Remember Psalm 67? Blessed that we might be a 
blessing.  

Phil Berg, Finance Chair 

 

 

UMW has decided not to have our drive-
through soup and pie sale at this time. We 
hope to reconsider this decision in three 
months. Meanwhile we send our blessings 
and prayers to you all.

If You’re in the Hospital    
 
Being hospitalized is usually a traumatic and stressful 
experience. You have a church family willing to help! If 
you would like a visit from the pastor and/or to be 
placed on the prayer chain, or anything else that 
would ease your stay, please call the church office 
(742-2107). Let us know which hospital, a room 
number if available, and a contact’s name and 
number. Thank you! 
 
Note: Hospitals do not call churches or pastors 
anymore. You, or a family member, needs to contact 
us. 
 
(During COVID-19, visits may not be allowed, but we 
would be happy to call.) 
 

Red Cross Blood Drive  
Put on by Portage Technical College 

 
Thursday, February 25 from 9am-2pm 

Best to make an appointment by calling  
1-800-RED-CROSS 

 
All donors will receive a $5 Amazon gift card via email 

All donors will be tested for Covid-19 Antibodies 
FREE Snacks, juice and bottled water 

Your donation can help save up to 3 lives. 

Articles for the  
March newsletter 

are due February 11

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Inclement Weather plans: If the weather is 
bad it is likely the drive-in service would be 
canceled. We’ll try to get some notifications 
out through Email (if you are on our group list) 
and on Facebook and our church answering 
machine. Please, if considering coming to a 
drive-in service in inclement weather, check or 
call first. 

Thought for the day: 

Your heart is happiest when it’s beating for others.
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We are doing a 4 week Facebook study called Soul 
Searching. This series asks questions like, 
 
"What Is a Soul?" 
"Why Is My Soul Important?" 
"How Should I Take Care of My Soul?" 
"How Does My Soul Impact the People around Me?" 
 
S: Sabbath: God created you to be with him. Your soul will 
find rest there.  
 
O: Ownership: A healthy soul requires work. 
 
U: Unity: Healthy relationships create healthy souls. 
 
L: Limits: God wants what's best for your soul. Your soul 
cannot be healthy outside of God’s limits. 
 
All students are welcome. Look for more information on the 
church website or call Niki Briggs at 608-697-3993. 

Thank you so much to our youth 
and former youth who helped 
decorate for Christmas Eve:  
Halie Losacker, Trent Briggs, Alli 
and Hannah Kallungi, and Halie 
and Ryan Maier. Your hard work 
was appreciated.

Portage UMC Youth Group
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1  Ryan Banks 
2  Phil Berg 
3  Connor Hentz 

 Judy Tetzlaff 
4  June Cullen 

 Ekow Malsack-Ampeh 
5  Chandler Breene 

 Iona Gray 
 Lori Myhre 
 Carissa Ratz 

6  Kristen Hill 
9  Hayden Breene 

10  Bill Johnson 
 Sue Mckinney 
 Jen Powers 

11  Mattie Bredeson 
12  Jean Jenkins 

 Gary Knebel 
 George Smick 

13  Mark Banks 
 Allison Kallungi 
 Sarah Polk 
 Marilyn Schehr 

14  Corrine Robson 

15  Asher Kutina 
16  Tim Narel 
17  Keith Keller 

 Jessica Weaver 
18  Todd Benz 

 Ashlyn Kohler 
19  Lexi Buckett 
22  Ron Woodard 
24  Bryan Burns 

 Addison Butson 
25  Hunter Francis 
29  Kay Jenkins 

Try reaching out to some of our members, and what better time than for their birthday! Why not send a card or two, or three, 
or.... more! Or make some calls to wish them well!

 
Undesignated Fund 

In memory of Stan Walz, by Liz & David Gregory and 

Barb Goodman. 

 

In memory of Linden & Evelyn Cuff and Judy Theives, by 

Ann Jovet. 

 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund 

In memory of Eric Syftestad, Nancy Boyd and David 

Boyd, by Karin Syftestad. 

MEMORIAL GIFTS

 

 

WITH SYMPATHY 
 

We extend our love to 
the families of 

 
Tami Skinner 

& 
Brian Newelll 

 
at the recent loss  

of their loved ones

Church Drop Box 
Have you made use of the new drop box yet? It’s located just to the left of the main front doors and 
is a secure way for folks to drop off messages, paperwork, offerings and other such items. 
 
No need to call ahead or wait for office hours. Simply drive up, place whatever you’re dropping off 
in the slot, close it, and then check to make sure it dropped down into the box!
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Children’s Ministries
What an interesting start to the New Year! 
 
I'm thinking it may be best to focus on the blessings 
we do have for the coming months! So I'd like to ask 
everyone, not just the children, to really take Lent to 
heart this year.  
 
*** Beginning Ash Wednesday through Easter, each 
week children's and adult "craft/activity" kits will be 
available at the church entrance for pick up. No 
reservations required and there will be a limited 
number, but if the demand is large I would be willing 
to make more kits for the following weeks. *** 
 
What you will see this Spring from Children's 
Christian Education is 6 more continuing lessons from 
the Simply Loved Curriculum as well as 2 specifically 
designed lessons for Easter. A "Special Delivery" 
Easter Egg Hunt will be coming to a home near you, 
sign ups will begin at the end of February.  

A different kind of "special delivery" will also be 
making an entrance sometime in April as well. 
Therefore, I will be on maternity leave from 
approximately April 1st-June sometime.  
 
This Summer we WILL be seeing our much 
anticipated program, Vacation Bible School, but it will 
look different. I'm excited, after some brainstorming, 
that we have come up with some ideas on how to 
safely hold our wonderful summer program! More 
details on this as well in the coming months.  
 
Wishing you all the best! 
Amanda 
 
PS: Please see the following page for a fun 
activity (and lesson) for Ash Wednesday! 

Feb 7, 14, 21, 28,  Sundays 
9:00 am: Drive‐in Services (Back Parking Lot) 
9:00 am: Online Services (YouTube/Facebook) 

 
Feb 17, Ash Wednesday 

9:00 am: Online Service 
7:00 pm: Drive‐in Service (see poster pg. 2) 

Feb 24, Wednesday 
2‐5 pm: Pop‐up Pantry Drive‐thru 
6:00 pm: Lenten Study online 

 
Feb 25, Thursday 

9am‐2pm: Blood Drive (Portage Technical 
College) 

February Calendar of Events  
Sunday Worship is available online and can be found on YouTube at Portage UMC or on our Facebook Page

Something to smile about: 
An exasperated mother, whose son was always getting into mischief, 
finally asked him 'How do you expect to get into Heaven?' 
The boy thought it over and said, 'Well, I'll run in and out and in 
and out and keep slamming the door until St. Peter says, 'For Heaven's 
sake, Dylan, come in or stay out!'' 
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FINANCIAL SUMMARY SHEET 
December 31, 2020 

      * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   
    GENERAL FUND                                 DEDICATED FUNDS   

 Income:      25,906.04               Income:          1090.00 
    Expense:   -17,620.67                    Expense         1267.00 
              8,285.37 
       * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
     

FUND BALANCES 
  

General Fund (15,294.48) 

  

Dedicated Fund $63,334.72  

*Checking Account Balance 
(total of Gen. and Ded. Fund) 

$48,040.24 

Memorial Checking $10,493.58 

Jenkins Fund 49,379.23 

Anderson Fund 25,729.72 

Wiedenhaupt Fund 5,964.85 

Endowment Fund 18,839.28 

Hamele Fund $12,626.18 

               TOTAL  
 *(checking balance not in total) 

$171,626.18 

 
 
 
Thank you for your generosity during 2020. It was a challenging year, but you all stepped up  
and continued your support of the church’s ministries enough to carry us through with a surplus!  
Please keep your church in your prayers as we move through 2021. Hopefully we will be able to  
start/support new ministries (maybe even return to some old ones) and our congregation can  
continue its place as a vibrant part of our community. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Rich Jacobson, Church Treasurer 



 For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com Portage United Methodist Church, Portage, WI A 4C 01-1273

24 Hour Towing

800-362-7220 
www.wieserconcrete.com

2815 Riley Rd. • Portage, WI 53901

Kelly J Krueger 
Independent Insurance Agent

(608) 697-8282 Direct 
311 E. Wisconsin St. Ste. 108 • Portage WI 53901

kkrueger@retirementspecs.com

Helping you make sense of your insurance choices

* Supplements * Dental *Life 
*Marketplace Options  *Annuities

TURNBULL TRAVEL, LLCTURNBULL TRAVEL, LLC
Rhonda Turnbull, ACC

Independent Travel Consultant
608-745-1650 Office

rhonda-ta@hotmail.com
Specializing in leisure travel, tours and cruises to the Caribbean, 

Mexico, Hawaii, Alaska, Europe and Walt Disney World.

608-745-4300
2930 New Pinery Rd, Portage
dellsbank.com

 

When Buying or Selling  Your Home Call! 
Jim Atkinson, Broker/Owner 

jim@atkinsonrealtor.com 
www.atkinsonrealtor.com

Atkinson Real Estate Inc. 
608-742-2848

Specializing in 
Stainless Steel 

Manufacturing

608-846-5474 
www.benhanderson.com

For All Your Memorial Needs

N6828 Hwy 51-16 S • PO Box 78 
608-742-3939

LLC

JAMES R. GROTHMAN * PLS 
SCOTT P. HEWITT * PLS

2905 New Pinery Rd, Portage | 608-566-1750

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827

Assisted Living - Caregivers available 24-hours a day

Aspirus Divine Savior
Hospital and Clinics is
proud to be a part of

the Aspirus family.
Find a healthcare provider:

call 608.742.4131 • visit aspirus.org
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