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Greetings to you all, and advanced welcome to the Advent 
Season, which begins on November 29th.  This year, the 
spirit of Advent should be easy for us to enter into, be-
cause it has been with us all since March.  You see, the 
Season of Advent is one of preparation and waiting.  We 
are holding a month-so-or long vigil for the coming of 

Christ on Christmas: it is nothing less than a time of joyful waiting for 
the birth of Christ, plus the spiritual preparation that comes along with 
that waiting. 

While I will not call the last nine months joyful by any stretch of the im-
agination, we have absolutely been in a perpetual state of waiting and 
preparation.  Who among us has not been desperately waiting for life to 
return to the way it’s supposed to be?  How many of us have made plans 
(real or imaginary) for when public life is safe once again?  Personally, 
I’ve caught myself planning for travel in 2022, to just give my mind a lit-
tle break from the shut-in lifestyle that is now our primary mode of daily 
living.  At this point, I probably know a bit too much about how to travel 
on the Trans-Siberian Railroad, knowing full well that all of it is far from 
practical knowledge. So I say again: we are absolutely in a period of wait-
ing and preparation. 

So the trick now is to take that waiting and preparation, and raise it to a 
more spiritual level.  How can we wait and prepare not for the restoration 
of the world, but for the restoration of our souls?  Restoration and reju-
venation and things we physically and spiritually need. 

Some of the prep is simple and automatic.  We put up our Christmas 
lights, decorate the tree, and break out the holiday music.  That’s 
great.  Don’t forget the manger scene!  It’s good to have some explicitly 
religious decorations along with the tinsel and mistletoe.  

The part of Advent prep that I wish to offer today is more subtle.  This is 
as fine time of the year to make a bit more time for prayer and almsgiv-
ing.  As Christmas is a time of peace to people of good will, let’s be sure 
to live our lives with compassion and generosity.  Let’s allow our prayers 
and our actions be equally faithful and authentic.  And when Christmas 
finally arrives, let us fully and completely celebrate the holiday for what it 
is: the manifestation and incarceration of God’s love for us all.  For even 
in the midst of a pandemic, there is most certainly cause for celebration 
and gladness: the fullness of joy that comes from God and God alone. 

-Fr. Justin Lopina 

Let us PREPARE ourselves for the coming of  
our LORD 
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By Kerry Neuenschwander 

Hello Everyone, sorry I have not written an 
article the last couple of newsletters, but 
with shutdowns and limited seating there 
has been nothing to report.  That has 
changed!  So now we are trying to get back 
to some kind of "normal". But the state 
mandates we still have limited numbers of 
people in church and to social distance. So 
this is going to limit how many people we 

can have at the Christmas Masses. Please, please, please be sure to make your reservations 
early so we can celebrate our Lord's birthday as a faith community.   

I also want to recall some of Fr. Justin's comments in his Nov. 1st homily. It was All Saints day, 
and Fr. said that not even the Saints could spread God's word alone, it takes a community. We 
need to be selfless, giving, and merciful, it is our saintly duty!  I have often heard that it takes a 
village to raise a child, and it takes a faith community to sustain a church.  As I sit here typing 
this, I keep thinking about my call to the ministry of reading and proclaiming God's word. I 
stepped up because I saw a need, just like writing these articles of Neosho News.  And at this 
time I am the ONLY lector in our Parish family.  Please pray about becoming a proclaimer of 
God's word and doing your ''saintly duty''. Many hands makes the work load light, and if we 
want our parish to survive we need people to become involved in the running of Saint 
Matthews! We are out of time to keep thinking that somebody else will do it, ''I have no time in 
my busy schedule'' cannot continue to be a reason! Something a professor told me in college is 
worth repeating here, she told me that ''you have to use this as a reason to do better and not 
an excuse to let it get worse''. There are many opportunities to become involved, if you want to 
be an usher, Eucharistic minister, server, cantor or decorator, we are in need of supporting our 
parish by more than just money! Invest some quality time in supporting YOUR faith 
community!!! 

With Christmas right around the corner I want to let you know, that at the time of printing we 
will not be having our annual St. Nick's breakfast or any fellowships until this pandemic crisis 
is over. I look forward to the 
day when we can join together 
for some good food and 
wonderful company at our 
''basement'' fellowships again. 

See you in church and praying 
for normal to return... 

Blessings, 
Kerry Neuenschwander 

Cut out and return to church 
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Grade Level Mass Ministries 

Each grade level will perform the Mass Ministries at a 9:30am liturgy throughout the school year.  This fall the 
Mass Ministries were carried out on November 1st by the seventh grade, and what a fine job they did.  I am 
very proud of them.  On Wednesday December 2nd, the eleventh grade will perform the Mass Ministries for an 

evening Youth Advent Mass at 7:00pm.  All parishioners are welcome to attend. 

Confirmation 

There are 17 Confirmation Candidates this year.  To begin the formation process, 
candidates and their parents attended a Confirmation Session in the Faith Wing on 
Sunday November 15 following the 9:30am Mass.  We used this session to outline the 
steps that will take place during the Confirmation process.  Might I ask you, the 
parishioners, to keep our Candidates in your prayers as they move through the 
preparations for Confirmation. 

Yard Clean-up 

On October 24, eight Sacred Heart youths along with the Knights of 
Columbus , Fr. Justin, myself, and a few adult volunteers tackled seven 
yards for leaf clean-up!  The weather was a little on the cool side, but 
really quite ideal for working outdoors.  Might I mention what a 
hardworking, selfless group we had!  Lending that helping hand to 
those that are not able to do this chore themselves is an incredible gift. 
One that made a few residents in the Juneau and Horicon area breathe a 
sigh of relief and smile a little bigger.  Thank you volunteers! 

Food Pantry Collection 

The ninth, tenth, and eleventh grade students are collecting non-perishable food items in November to help 
the Sacred Heart Parish Food Pantry provide Thanksgiving meals for those in need. 

Social Media Safety 

Our youth had an evening of learning the dangers and the do’s and 
don’ts of Social Media on November 4th.  Our speakers for the 
evening included Sheriff Dale Schmidt and Fr. Justin Lopina.  They 
had great information and advice to share from the experts point of 
view, legalities, and personal experiences. Thank you for sharing 
your wisdom! 

Fr. Justin’s Active Involvement 

Fr. Justin continues to be active with our youth 
each and every Wednesday evening.  When he is not in a classroom just simply getting to 
know our students and answer their questions, he is busy holding sessions geared 
toward specific grades.  Father has recently held a Driver’s Prayer Service for our tenth 
grade. Each student received a blessed keychain at the conclusion of the service.  Our 7th 
graders were very fortunate to have a guided tour of the Church by Fr. Justin.  Father 
made it very interactive, interesting, and fun.  I think the kids had a lot of fun learning 
from him.  And lastly, the nineth grade also had a prayer service with a focus on “A Life 

of Service”. 

Pizza Making 
Unfortunately we will not be having our traditional Pizza Making 
Fundraiser this December.  But please save that appetite to support our 
Youth Ministry Program for the future. 

By: Jodi Murphy 
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          By Margaret Sadoski 

This sure has been a different year!  We began our 
Religious Ed year on September 21 with our annual 
Family Night.  This year we have two programs 
available, in person and homeschooling.  Both 
groups are using the same new curriculum called 
Gospel Weeklies.  Each week the students receive a 
small magazine which explains the Sunday Gospel 
reading for the week and activities to go along with 
it.  The homeschoolers come once a month after 
the 9:30AM Sunday Mass to check-in.  Mostly, we 
play games to review what they learned the past 
month.  Both groups seem to enjoy the Gospel 
Weeklies and the activities. 

In October the in-person group also prayed a 
decade of the rosary in their rooms.  We prayed the 
Joyful Mysteries.   Each first grader received a new 
rosary for their very own.  We said the last decade 
together before our All Souls’ Day Mass on 
November 2. 

We also have another project going in the Faith 
Wing hallway.  Our theme this year is “Growing in 
Jesus’ Love”.  Each week every grade writes what 
they learned on a flower petal.  They are creating a 
flower which will be displayed in the hallway when 
finished to show how they have grown. 

Sorry to say we will not be able to have our annual 
Christmas program.  I do hope to make our last 
class together before the holidays special. The 
children and I want to wish all of you a Blessed 
Christmas and a Peaceful New Year in 2021. 

By Margaret Sadoski 

This is the season to give thanks! We are thankful for the 
women and men who faithfully come each week to teach 
the children and youth of Sacred Heart/St. Matthew 
Religious Ed Program.  Without these wonderful people 
we would not have the excellent program we have. They 
are: 

Mondays: 
 First Grade:  Jessica Wheeler 
 Second Grade:  Kim Weggeland 
 Third Grade:  Angie Brahm 
 Fourth Grade:  Jodi Murphy 
 Fifth Grade:  Elaine Meyer 
 Office Help:  Lisa Richter and Tracy   
      Malterer-Joeckel 
Wednesdays: 
 Sixth Grade:  Allen Roll 
 Seventh Grade:   Ed Spitz and Judson Rechek 
 Eighth Grade:  Melissa Lake 
 Ninth Grade:  Kathryn Ryan and Joanne Link 
    with Christopher Link as an aide 
 Tenth Grade:  Ted Toerpe and Mark and Frances 
    Krause 
 Eleventh Grade:  Renee Barzano-Anderson and 
     Carmen O’Neill 
 Office Help:  Kim Weggeland, Thada Clements, 
    and Katie Powell 
 
Some of these people have been with us for several years 
and some are just beginning.  They all are giving their 
time and talents to help our children grow in their faith.  
For this we are most thankful and hope you extend your 
appreciation to them also the next time you see them. 

FISH FRIES 
Preliminary plans are being made to attempt to 
hold at least one or two fish fries with curbside 

pickups in early 2021. 
Maybe more if they 

prove to be a success. 
Watch our future 

communications for 
updates in the coming 

months. 
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As I was working the other day on some items for Advent and 
Christmas, I was wondering what would happen with all the hard 
work we are doing as a staff to protect everyone in our Parish Cluster 
and thought ‘what if we had to “shut-down” for a couple of weeks’.  
Several parishes in the Archdiocese have already done just that.   
Pondering this, I came across an article in the Catholic Herald by Fr. 
Jerry Herda, Vicar General of Clergy for the Archdiocese of 
Milwaukee.  Fr. Jerry granted permission to share this article with you 
in our cluster news letter. 

By: Mike Strock 

Steps to Take if You Test Positive After Attending Mass 
By Fr. Jerry Herda 

I have a very practical question. What happens if I attend Sunday Mass at my 
parish and then later discover that I have tested positive for COVID-19? What 
should I do? What steps does the parish need to do; hopefully they don’t have to 
shut the parish down? 

In my 12 years of answering questions for the Catholic Herald, I never thought I would 
be answering so many questions about a world pandemic, but that is the reality of our 
world right now. We are all searching for answers. The other day, when I was talking 
to my sister about the many issues of the coronavirus, she said, “I wish someone 
would just tell us the truth about this pandemic.” My response was that we will not 

know the full truth until we are able to look back and learn from our lived experience. There are so many 
questions and so much uncertainty. 

What we do know is that this is not the first world pandemic or socially transmitted disease. 
Epidemiologists and other scientists have studied past disease outbreaks and have concluded that simple 
measures such as mask wearing, hand washing and social distancing help to prevent the spread of a 
disease. 

I hope and pray the scenario you described does not happen to you, but the reality is that this has indeed 
happened at a number of parishes within our archdiocese and around the country. The problem with this 
virus is that many people are asymptomatic and they live their life not knowing they are infected with the 
coronavirus. For this reason, people are asked to do everything they can to help prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 by wearing a mask, using hand sanitizer and practicing social distancing when they attend Mass. 

Let me answer your very practical questions. If you attended Mass and within a two-week period after 
attending Mass discover you have tested positive, please notify the parish. Let them know the specific date 
and time you attended Mass. As an archdiocese, we have developed numerous protocols, trying to 
anticipate every possible scenario. Parishes are told that if a parishioner attends Mass and later discovers 
they have tested positive for COVID-19, parishes are to contact the local or county health department, and 
make a report with the specific date and time the parishioner attended Mass. It is essential the parish 
follow the instructions of the health department. If proper protocols of social distancing and mask wearing 
were followed, then most likely the parish will not need to shut down. The parish should also notify their 
parishioners of the specific date and Mass the person attended, without mentioning any names. This will 
help to make everyone aware of their possible exposure. Obviously, the parish will need to do a thorough 
cleaning of the building before Mass is celebrated again. 

We live in very different times, where the world as we have known it has been turned upside down. Let us 
pray for an end to this coronavirus and for that to happen, we must all do our part. 

Fr. Herda is the Vicar General for Clergy in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. He was ordained as a priest in 
1990. 
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By: Luann Bogenschneider 

By Jane Hechimovich 

 

The fiscal year recently ended on 9/30/20 after having completed 14 years 
of operations for our St. Vincent de Paul – Horicon conference. 

For part of this past fiscal year it has been challenging to continue to assist 
the needy residents of Horicon, Juneau, Burnett, and Iron Ridge. Home vis-
its were discontinued due to the COVID-19 pandemic and applications are 
still being made over the telephone. 75 applications were processed which 
resulted in helping 172 family members to pay their rent, utility, medical 
or car repair bills. Gas cards were also distributed to 37 individuals looking 
for help with their transportation needs. 

We are grateful for your donations this past year. Your gifts brought light 
into the darkness surrounding the heart of those living in poverty during 
these difficult times. We have received many phone calls and notes ex-
pressing the appreciation of families we have assisted. 

Your gift in the St. Vincent de Paul Poor Box will help the 
poor to celebrate the grace of God’s love this Christmas.  

Annual Report 
Bringing the love and mercy of Jesus to those who feel le! out and abandoned 

15 YEARS AGO, 2005 

Father Gene blessed an array of animals, including dogs of all sizes, kittens, 
cats, rabbits, a hamster, a gold fish and a hermit crab for the St. Francis Pet 
Blessing. They were all relatively calm and it was reported that there were no 
messes to clean up 

St. Vincent de Paul held its first organizational meeting here at Sacred Heart  
December 13th, 2005. 

10 YEARS AGO, 2010 

The Knights of Columbus and the Human Concerns committee collected socks, hats, mittens 
and scarves for needy children and adults for their Sock-tober event.  Donations were 
forwarded to Clothes for Kids in Beaver Dam and Dodge County Human Services. 

October 16th was the fourth Annual Public Crusade which was held in front of Hardware Hank 
to pray the rosary for peace, to end abortion and reparation for the sins of the world. The 
Blessed Mother appeared to the children at Fatima at Noon on October 13, 1917 and where 
thousands witnessed the miracle of the sun. Many were converted and healed that day. 

5 YEARS AGO, 2015 

The bulletin included the homilies and speeches that were 
given by Pope Francis during his recent trip to the United 
States. 

Lenore Rader, a long time parishioner,  turned 100 years of 
age on October 26. The parish was asked to send her a 
birthday card for a Card Shower. 
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Christmas 2020 
at Sacred Heart and St. Matthew Parishes 

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED 
Everyone is aware that these are confusing, concerning times and nothing is as it was in the past.  
Christmas services this year are no exception.  Because we cannot seat as many people in each 
service as in past years, this year we will be adding more services.  You will have your choice of 
attending ONE of the following Masses: 

Christmas Eve 
4pm at Sacred Heart Horicon 

6:30pm at Sacred Heart Horicon - Preferred for  
       "at-risk" attendees, 100% Mask wearing at all       
        times 

9pm at Sacred Heart Horicon 

Christmas Day 
6am at St. Matthew Neosho - Preferred for "at-risk"  
         attendees, 100% Mask wearing at all times 

8am at Sacred Heart Horicon 

10am at St. Matthew Neosho 

You will also be REQUIRED to make a reservation for your chosen Mass.  If you do not make a reserva-
tion, you may be turned away.  We simply can not allow more than the legally mandated number of 
persons in.  So PLEASE make your reservation early.  Here are some key points you will need to know: 

· You will be able to make a reservation up until midnight, December 19th. After that date, we 
will not be taking any more reservations.  If we still have available seats, we will allow “walk-
ins” but we cannot guarantee anything. 

· Reservations will be taken electronically using our parish Flocknote system (the same system 
we use to send electronic bulletins). You can go to:  
https://sacredheartstmatthew.flocknote.com/signup/23005 and you will be able to choose 
ONE of the six available Mass times.  We will also have the link on our parish website, 
www.sheart.org. 

· Two of the Masses are being designated as for our “at-risk” parishioners.  We will expect 
100% mask wearing at all times during these Masses. 

· You can reserve up to SIX seats for your family.  If you need more seats for your family, 
please call the parish office at (920) 485-0694 so we can plan for the space. 

· For anyone that does not have a computer or smart phone to make an electronic reserva-
tion, you may call the parish office at (920) 485-0694 and we will assist you. 

· When you submit your reservation electronically you will be sent a confirmation number.  
Please print out your confirmation and bring it to Mass that day as your “ticket”. 

For Christmas, no one will be allowed inside until 30 minutes before Mass so the building can be 
cleaned between Masses.  Your reservation secures your seat so no need to worry about being first in 
line.  You will not be allowed to choose your seats.  You will be seated by volunteers. 
CHECK the bulletin and website (www.sheart.org) for future details as we get closer to Christmas!!! 
Sign up to receive the bulletin electronically at https://SacredHeartStMatthew.flocknote.com/Bulletin 
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It’s once again hard to believe that another year has gone by, and what a year it has been.  
Between the stay at home orders and the mask mandates, it’s been difficult to come together for 
Weekend worship, and nearly impossible to come together for any other form of fellowship or 
celebration, but through it all, we have managed, very successfully, to stay united, and to thrive 
as a Catholic community.  We have managed, within the rules of social distancing, to continue to 
gather for Mass and other prayer.  We have managed to keep our food pantry stocked, almost to 
overflowing, for the benefit of the less fortunate among us.  And we have managed to remain 
within our financial budget throughout these trying times. 

It is because of your generosity that we have been able to maintain our facilities, pay our 
bills, and continue to provide for all of the ministries so needed throughout our community.  
We’ve been able to continue to make our mortgage payments, and have even been able to do this 
without having to dip into the contingency funds which we have set aside for the proverbial 
“rainy day”.  Don’t get me wrong.  It hasn’t always been easy, and we’ve had our share of 
problems to overcome, but through it all, we have had your support to help us to come out on 
top, and for this we thank you.   

Because it’s an unusual year, we have decided 
to forgo the usual Stewardship campaign, and that’s 
why you’re not seeing any pledge cards or pledge 
materials to pick up, fill out, and return.  Instead, 
this year we are simply asking you to continue the 
support that you have so generously provided us 
during this past year.  If you had a pledge submitted 
this year, we ask that you at least maintain the same 
level of support for the upcoming year.  If you have 
not made a pledge previously, please consider 
making a commitment to us for the next year.  You 
can do that either formally by contacting the Parish 
Office, or privately in your own heart.  Either way, 
you will be helping us more than you know. 

As for Time and Talent, remember, this pandemic can’t keep us down forever.  We will 
continue to plan fish fries for carryout until we are able to open our facilities to sit down dining.  
We will continue to plan basket raffles and other fund raisers, until we are able to once again 
gather together for a traditional Fall Festival.  And as the rules allow, we will once again be 
opening the Churches more fully for Saturday and Sunday Masses, and with that opening, our 
need for Ushers, Greeters, Lectors, Communion Ministers, Choir Members, and Musicians will 
return.  As we are able to open our facilities to Religious Education, we will need Teachers and 
helpers.  I don’t know about you, but I’m really praying for and looking forward to that time. 

For now, continue to keep our Parishes and our Members in your prayers.  Thank you 
again for your continuing support, and, as always, remember that WE CAN’T DO IT WITHOUT 
YOU. 

God Bless you all, 

Mark Higgins, Chairperson, Finance Council 

By: Mark Higgens 
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Please keep the Capital Improvement Fund, Memorial Fund, Debt Fund and the Food Pantry in mind 
when considering additional donations to Sacred Heart Parish and the Memorial Fund at St. Matthew 
Parish, as your generosity to these funds enables us to make special purchases without affecting our 
regular ministry budgets. 

Memorial List Policy 
Memorial/Honorarium donations that are given directly to Sacred Heart Parish & St. Matthew 
Parish will be listed in the quarterly newsletter by donor name.  When donations are given to 
either parish from the family of a deceased loved one for monies they have received, the 
donation will be listed from “The Family of _________”. 

Debt Fund 
In memory of Richard Boehlen 
 Jerome & Dorothy Hagen 

In memory of Anton S. Westimayer 
 Daniel & Janice Roethle 
 Lora & Randy Benway 
 Richard & Ann Teal 
 Anthony & Mary Kay Westimayer 
 Evaline Lidtke 
 Timothy & Nancy Gosh 
 Peter & Cheryl Brodzeller 
 Richard & Donna Bennett 
 Mark Tewes 

In memory of Charlotte Pagel 
 Jane & Greg Hechimovich 
 Raymond E. Gregg Jr. 
 Lora & Randy Benway 

Memorial and  Honorarium Donations 
August 13, 2020 thru November 5, 2020 

Food Pantry Donors 
In memory of Helen Beck 
 Luann & Steve Bogenschneider 
 Kenneth & Bonnie Beck 

In Honor of Co-Workers at Lee Precision 
 Mark & Rita Unertl 

In memory of Mollie Howarth 
 LaVern & Mary Schiele 

In memory of Carol Mack 
 LaVern & Mary Schiele 

In memory of Charlotte Pagel 
 Anthony & Mary Kay Westimayer 
 Horicon Bank 
 Christine Stam 
 Thomas & Jane Triller 
 David & Marlene Lentz 
 William & Marilyn Popp 
 Jerry Herman 
 Fred & Mary Raether 
 Charles & Judith Wolter 
 Marlene Wendt 
 Diana Brzoskowski 
 Dianne Bushkie 
 The Robert Splinter Family 
 Troy & Teresa Graven 
 Gerald & Lisa Warmka 
 Jackie & Tom Bjork 
 Harland & Judith Schumann 
In memory of Anton Westimayer 
 Gregg & Debra Buhalog St. Vincent de Paul 

In memory of Charlotte Pagel 
 Daniel & Janice Roethle 

Memorial Fund Donors 
In memory of Dale C. Oestreich 
 The Family of Dale C. Oestreich 

In memory of Anton S. Westimayer 
 Geri Feucht 
 David & Marlene Lentz 
 Dennis & Suzanne Mehltretter 
In memory of Charlotte Pagel 
 Duane & Betty Schultz 
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In spite of the pandemic, the Christian Women of Sacred Heart have been busy planning their 
Annual Christmas Craft Sale and Raffle.  Of course, this year everything will have to be done online. 

To see the unique CRAFT items which the ladies have been working on, visit 
the Sacred Heart Facebook page and browse through the items for 
sale. There's something for everyone on your Christmas list.  To make a 
purchase, contact Carole at 920-387-2953 or Geri at 920-485-2786, and tell 
us which things you are interested in.  We will set aside your 
purchase.  These items may be picked up and paid for on Saturday Dec. 5th, when we will have 
curbside pick-up at Sacred Heart  If you have any questions about this, please call Carole or Geri. 

facebook.com/sheartparish 

Our raffle this year has 8 different baskets, which you can see pictured on the Parish Website, 
www.sheart.org.   
Tickets are:  

 

 

 

To purchase the tickets, mail your check to the parish office, payable to “Sacred Heart”, and tell 
us which baskets you want to take a chance on.  We will fill out your tickets for you.  Address labels 
will be much appreciated if you have them.  The drawing will be held Dec. 5th. 

By: Geri Pyrek 

$2 each  
3 for $5 or 
8 for $10 
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Last Chance for Gift Cards!  Make 
sure you get your Tree of Life gift 
cards to the parish office by 
December 6th.  A drop box for 
donated gift cards can be found in the 
Narthex, or you can mail them in. 

TREE OF LIFE 


