
Volume 20 Issue 4 



Happy beginning to the summer 
to you all! We here at Sacred 
Heart and St. Matthew hope that 
all of us are remaining as healthy 
and safe as possible. 

This newsletter is well-timed, as 
the CDC has loosened COVID-19 
policies overall, and the Catholic 
Comeback Matrix has expressed 
similar recommendations for the 
parishes of southeastern 
Wisconsin. Of course, both of 
those sources are subject to at 
least a measure of local 
interpretation. That means that 
this is a good time of the year for 
us to take stock on Mass 
expectations at Sacred Heart and 
Saint Matthew’s. The short 
version is this: we are going to 
increase pew usage at Sacred 
Heart, to match what we’re 
already doing at Saint Matthew’s. 
We are not going to institute 
any other major changes until 
the middle of summer at the 
earliest. 

On June 12th and 13th, we will 
alter Sacred Heart in such a way 
that people will be free to sit in 
one pew out of every two: we are 
currently sitting people in one 
pew out of three. We will 
continue to offer seating in the 
Narthex for families with small 
children as well as people who 
would like more control over the 
amount of space between 
themselves and others. When we 
use every other pew, we will be 
about three feet from one 
another, instead of six. If you 

still wish for a full six feet 
between yourself and others, 
please consider claiming a seat 
in the Narthex, and feel free to 
move your chair to where you 
need to be to attend Mass and 
feel secure. Along these lines, 
we will not be making changes 
at Saint Matthew’s because we 
are already utilizing the space as 
best as we can. 

We are also going to start 
opening the office doors during 
select hours beginning on July 
1st. Of course, people are always 
welcome to come to the office: 
we are happy to open the door 
for you upon your arrival. While 
the office doors are locked, we 
the staff have the power to know 
exactly who’s come into the 
office and why. That helps us to 
clean responsibly afterward. 

We may very well take further 
liberties this summer or fall. 
However, at this time, the staff 
and pastoral council are in 
agreement that we should not 
be too hasty or reckless with 
respect to congregating for 
Mass. We could drop all of our 
COVID-19 preventative 
measures with no legal 
recourse… but that does not 
automatically make the decision 
a wise one. At this time, we will 
still maintain some space 
between people during Mass, 
and I continue to encourage 
everyone to wear a mask in 
church – especially when you’re 
up and moving around. 

On a related note, the 
Archbishop has recently declared 
that he expects more people to 
come back to church at this 
time, and for at least some 
parish functions to resume, now 
that the pandemic seems to be 
winding down and vaccinations 
are at least somewhat common 
among people in this area. As 
such, it is my sincere hope that 
more people can resume their 
devotion to Sunday Mass. At 
least at Sacred Heart, there is 
sufficient room for everyone - 
especially after June 12th when 
we use every other pew of the 
church space. 

If you have been away for the 
majority of the past year, I invite 
you to consider making a change 
to your weekend routine now or 
in the near future. We all need to 
feed our souls, and there is no 
better way to do that than to 
gather in a community of faith 
and receive Christ in the 
Eucharist – which is truly his 
body, blood, soul, and divinity. 
Truly, there is no substitution 
for that great gift, virtually or 
otherwise! 

-Father Justin Lopina 
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Changes Coming to Our 
Conference 

With the recent resignations of 
some of the officers and 
members of our conference we 
will no longer have enough 
members to continue as a St. 
Vincent de Paul conference. The 
remaining members recently 
met and have agreed to continue 
the work of the conference by 
joining with the Mayville SVdP 
conference starting July 1st. 

This will be a way to continue to 
provide financial assistance to 
families needing help to pay 
their rent, utilities, and other 
expenses in the communities of 
Horicon, Juneau, Burnett and 
Iron Ridge. It is hoped that 
additional members will want to 
join this rewarding ministry in 
the future so that a conference 

can once again be established at 
Sacred Heart. Please contact the 
Sacred Heart office if you have 
an interest to join. 

Thank you to all the current and 
past members and officers who 
have helped over 3,500 people in 
the past 15 years since our 
conference was established! Our 
work here with St. Vincent de 
Paul helped to bring Christ’s love 
and compassion to the poor.  

What is the Vincentian call 
about? It’s about three basic 
questions: 

· Do we see the face of Christ 
in everyone we serve? 

· Were we the good news of 
Jesus Christ to each person 
served? 

· Most importantly, did every 

person that we served see 
Jesus in each of us? 

This is what our Vincentian call 
is all about. It is what the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul is 
all about. It is what Vincentian 
spirituality is all about.  ty

Each year our 
annual basket raffle is a success showing 

profits averaging over $3,000 prior to 2020. 
Despite the COVID restrictions and 
our inability to hold Harvest Fest last 
September, the basket raffle still 
earned us a profit of $1,900. At this 
time, it is still unknown whether we 
will be permitted to hold our Harvest 
Fest event in September 2021. 
However, it is once again our plan to 
continue holding the Basket and 
Cash raffles even if we cannot hold 
the other Harvest Fest events. 

The basket raffle organizers are asking 

for monetary 
donations 
only this 
year to help 

them purchase 
items to put in the 
baskets. Please place 

your donations in the 
offertory marked for the basket raffle or mail 

to: Sacred Heart Parish, PO Box 27, 
Horicon, WI 53032. Donations 
are needed prior to June 15th. 

Thank you for your 
participation to ensure that 

our popular Basket Raffle 
fundraiser 

continues! Living Water 
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Remember Your Church 
Support During the 
Summer Months! 
It is important that we continue 
to receive your donations on a 
regular basis especially as we are 
now entering the summer 
season and are still experiencing 
a return to normal offertory 
collections at Mass. If you have 
not yet returned to Mass, please 
mail the donations to the office 
or if you are a Sacred Heart 
parishioner you can utilize the 
online WeShare giving. You can 
find a link to WeShare on our 
website at www.sheart.org. 

Special Annual Appeals 
Recently we mailed out the 
annual Green Velvet fundraiser 
to the St. Matthew parishioners 
and the annual Special Appeal to 
Sacred Heart parishioners. Many 
have already responded with 
generous donations totaling 
over $6,000 at each of the 
parishes. There is still time to 
make a donation to the annual 
appeals. Contact the office if you 
would like an appeal form 
mailed to you. 

 

 

Mortgage Balance 
As of 5/15/21 the mortgage 
balance is $516,566. Thanks to 
the generosity of the Van Hulst 
and Pagel Estates the remainder 
of the mortgage will be paid in 
full on 8/15/24. Please continue 
to give your debt fund donations 
so we can 
meet the 
mortgage 
payment 
of $14,676 
each 
month. 
Thank you! 

   2   21 Stewardship  
B l

 

 

IT’S SAFE.  IT’S SIMPLE.  IT’S CONVENIENT. 
Support our church today using your debit or credit card or 
checking or savings account. 

1 Visit www.sheart.org and click Give Online 

2 Select the collec!on fund of your choice (General 
Ministry, Mortgage, etc.) 

3 Set up your dona!on or payment.  That’s it! 

Liturgical Ministers Needed 
Please consider volunteering your time to help out at 
Mass.  We need Lay Ministers for all positions, Servers, 
Lectors, Eucharistic Ministers, Cantors, Ushers.  It takes 
many people to make each Mass run smoothly,  Contact 
the church office 920-485-0694 x221 to get started today. 
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Margaret Sadoski - 
Director of Religious 
Education 

“For everything there is a 
season and a time to every 
purpose under the heaven. A 
time to be born, a time to plant 
and a time to pluck up that 
which is planted.” (Ecclesiates 3)  

Now is the time for me to say 
farewell to my Director of 
Religion job here at Sacred 
Heart. Since starting this 
ministry I have seen myself as a 
“Sower of Seeds”. I have sowed 
many seeds while here at Sacred 
Heart. Hopefully most of the 
seeds fell on fertile soil and are 
growing and are not being 
carried away by birds, or choked 
off by the thorns. 

I leave in my place a “new 
Sower”, Jodi Murphy, who will 
continue to plant the seeds. I 
thank you for allowing me to be 
your Director of Religion for the 
past eleven years. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed it. I shall 
miss all of you, but especially 
the children.  Take Care and God 
Bless!   -Margaret  

 

 
Jane Hechimovich - Director 
of Administrative Services 

After 21 years serving the 
parishes (St. Malachy, 
Immaculate Conception, Sacred 
Heart, St. Mary, St. Matthew) 
as a Bookkeeper/Business 
Manager/Director of 
Administrative Services the 
time has come for my 
retirement. So much has 
happened over these many 
years that I could not 
possibly list them all. I was 
fortunate to serve under the 
leaderships of three priests, 
Fr. Gene Kinney, Fr. Mike Petrie 
and Fr. Justin Lopina. Thank you 
for all you taught me and how 

you worked with me on the 
many challenges we faced 
over the years. Thank you to 
all the past and present staff 
members who so dutifully 
always show up and perform 
their jobs and tasks so well 
and whatever else I may 
have asked them to do. 
Thank you to the past and 
present trustees and 

Finance Council members who 

it was a great pleasure to work 
with over the years. Especially 
to Mark Higgins, our Finance 
Council Chairperson who always 
answered my calls. I could not 
have done this job as well 
without you. Thank you to the 
many parishioner volunteers 
who said yes when I called or e-
mailed to help with fundraisers, 
the food pantry, decorating, 
cleaning, money counting, and 
all the other tasks we needed in 
our day-to-day operations and 
ministries.  

I will miss seeing all of you on a 
regular basis but will continue 
for a short while training my 
replacement. The office will be 

opening 

back up 
starting July 1st for walk-in 
business so maybe I will catch 
you one last time. Otherwise, 
you will find me on one of two 
porches most likely reading a 
book either at our cabin in Vilas 
County or at home on the farm 
just north of the intersection of 
County E and I. Stop in to say hi 
if you see me there! 

-Jane 
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 Music Ministry News 
Can you believe that one year 
ago on Pentecost Sunday, we 
were once again allowed to 
celebrate the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass once again after 
being “shut down” because of 
the covid virus? As I look back 
on the year, we had a lot of 
challenges ahead of us and 
decisions to make. The 
Archdiocese had directives and 
guidelines that were put in 
place in accordance with the 
CDC, and state and local health 
agencies. I have to say, it was a 
nightmare at first and we had a 
lot to learn. 

Pre-Pentecost there were an 
array of emails amongst 
colleagues from our local 
Archdiocesan Liturgical 
Musicians Association (ALMA), 

members of the National 
Association of Pastoral 
Musician (NPM) and the 
members of the Federation 
of Diocesan Liturgical 
Commission (FDLC). It was a 
lot of Who, What, When, 
How, Where on all topics 
regarding Liturgy and our 
“new” standard operating 
procedures.  Hundreds of 
emails a week. A year later, 
its one or two emails a week, in 
relation to the virus.  This is 
good because we are moving 
back towards some sense of 
normalcy.  

Part of returning to our normal 
way of celebrating Liturgy will 
be to have our hymnals back in 
the pews. On July 1st we will 
return the hymnals to our pews 
at both worship sites. We will 
resume using the hymnals for 
the Fourteenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time.  Using our 
hymnals again will reduce the 
cost of producing an Order of 
Worship each and every week.  

In addition to using hymnals 
again, we can once again have 
choirs. At this time there are 
directives from the 
Archdiocese that we need to 

follow to have choir at our 
Liturgies again. Generally, our 
choir season begins in 
September and ends around 
Pentecost each year, with 
members having the summer 
off.  With that in mind, we will 
resume choir rehearsals late 
summer/early fall.  

I hope to update you further as 
we receive additional 
information.  The Archdiocese 
will be sending out updated 
directives after you have 
received this newsletter.  

As we move forward, keep 
praying for each other and the 
world, that we may one day 
soon be back to “normal”. 

Mike Strock 

(A(A A)A)

 Vaca!on’s over, 
back to work! 

Enjoy your summer vacations 
but remember not to take a vacation from God.  He never takes a 
vacation from us. 
“I will never forsake you or abandon you.”  -Hebrews 13:5 

“I will not leave you nor forsake you” -Joshua 1:5 
“God is with you wherever you go.” -Joshua 1:9 
“I am with you and will protect you wherever you 
go” - Genesis 28:15 
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MEMORIAL/HONORARIUM DONATIONS  January 27 – May 17, 2021 

Memorial/Honorarium dona!ons that 
are given directly to Sacred Heart Parish 
& St. Ma#hew Parish will be listed in the 
quarterly newsle#er by donor name. 
When dona!ons are given to either 
parish from the family of a deceased 
loved one for monies they have 
received, the dona!on will be listed 
from “The Family of _______”. 

Memorial List Policy 

Please keep the Capital Improvement 
Fund, Memorial Fund, Debt Fund and the 
Food Pantry in mind when considering 
addi!onal dona!ons to Sacred Heart 
Parish and the Memorial Fund at St. 
Ma#hew Parish, as your generosity to 
these funds enables us to make special 
purchases without affec!ng our regular 
ministry budgets.  

REMINDER 

Food Pantry Donors 

In memory of Shirley Strysick
The Family of Shirley Strysick 

 

Debt Fund 

In memory of Virginia Feucht 
Raymond & Mardell Roskopf 

Jerome & Dorothy Hagen 
 

In memory of Fr. Tony Klink & 
Charles Gabehart Sr. 

Carmel Wendorff 

 

Memorial Fund 
Donors 

In memory of Virginia Feucht
Carmel Wendorff 

In memory of Mary Lou Oechsner
Sharon Oechsner 

Dennis & Susan Mehltretter 
 

St. Matthew-Memorial 
Fund 

In memory of Betty Peplinski 
Betty Will 

Keith & Tanya Ewert 
 

In memory of Gary SHouldice 
The Family of Gary Shouldice 

 
In memory of Shirley Strysick 

James & Nancy Szopinski 
Glen & Diane Falkenthal 

CC W

Hello St. Matthew's, what a beautiful spring we are 
having, we need to thank God for the beautiful 
weather and all the pretty trees and flowers 
coming to life after a dormant winter. Would like to 
take this opportunity to thank Deb Landess for the 
Easter decorating at St. Matthew's, looks 
wonderful Deb, a job WELL done!!!  
 Would also like to say again what Fr. Justin said 
at Mass on Sunday 5/16 as far as the mask 

mandate goes. Nothing is going 
to change in regards to wearing 
masks in church at St. 
Matthews, or the sitting every 
other pew. Things will remain 
the same for at least another 

couple of months to make sure we do not ''jump 
the gun'' and come back too soon. So we should 
just continue to wear our masks to church and sit 
in the open pews. 
 We also still need more people to volunteer for 
the various ministries at our church. Please 
consider spending some time in praising our Lord 
and helping our parish!! 
 As Easter season comes to an end and summer 
is just around the corner, have a safe and relaxing 
summer and see you at church. 
Blessings,  
Kerry Neuenschwander 

Living Water 
Newsletter 
Volume 20 

Issue 4 
Page 7 

Neosho News 



Our school year has come to an end. I would like to say that I think the year went pretty well considering the 
circumstances that surrounded us. I am just so thankful to have been able to gather in person with the youth. It 
is something that we all definitely needed. 
 
Coffee Fundraiser 
The Youth Ministry Coffee Fundraiser has been a success so far. I would like to thank all of those who 
purchased coffee or made a donation to our program. I did receive some very positive reviews on the coffee and 
had several repeat customers. So I guess that’s a pretty good sign. My personal favorite is the darker blend, 
Sumatra. We will continue to sell coffee on an on-going basis. If you would like to place an order you may do so 
through our website or grab an order form found in the Narthex. The funds that are raised, will help support 
our program and for that I thank you! 
 
Confirmation 
The seventeen 11th grade confirmation students received the Sacrament of Confirmation on May 19th, 2021. We 
celebrated with the Most Reverend Bishop James T. Schuerman with a private ceremony at St. Andrew’s in 
LeRoy. There was a total of 32 students receiving the sacrament that came from surrounding parishes: Sacred 
Heart, Horicon, St. Matthew’s, Neosho, St. Mary’s, Mayville, St. Theresa’s, Theresa, and St. Andrew’s, LeRoy. It 
truly was a beautiful ceremony. Please continue to keep these young adults in your prayers as their faith 
continues to deepen and grow. 
 
 Congratulations and may God bless you: 
 
 Jaime Anderson   Annette Barzano 
 Hannah Bartlett   Grace Condon 
 Addisyn Felder   Gracie Halfman 
 Gavin Hearley    Kaleb Herrick 
 Loretta Klecker   Chloe Lessard 
 Elise Mangan    Anthony Oechsner 
 Peter O’Neill    Kaden Reabe 
 Hayden Statz    Gavin Thimm 
 Aiden Westimayer 
 

“Let your faith shine brightly so that all your friends, family and everyone you meet can 
see Christ.”  

 
Looking Ahead 
With the 2021-2022 school year in my sites, I would like to start the planning process. Books, curriculum, 
retreats, sacraments…….and catechists. I currently have a wonderful team of dedicated catechists that give 
selflessly each week to our children and youth here at Sacred Heart. However, there are a couple of vacant spots 
for the next school year. If you even have slightest bit of curiosity of what being a catechist is all about, I invite 
you to contact me. Are you being called to 

Youth Ministry News 
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Years 
Ago... 

May 1st twenty-eight children 
from St. Matthew and Sacred 
Heart made their First 
Communion. 

Sacred Heart hosted a Meet 
and Greet Brunch for all 
parishioners of our Cluster. 

The merger of St. Mary with 
Sacred Heart was official at 
midnight June 30, 2016. 
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The 2020-2021 year has come 
to an end. Despite Covid we 
had 31 children attend in-
person classes and of those 
31 students, four had perfect 
attendance. They include 
Maya Dretske, Carder Westra, 
Alex Ritcher, and Cyleigh 
Westra. We also had 6 
homeschoolers who faithfully 
attended the monthly Sunday 
sessions. 

At 
the beginning of Lent, each 
child painted a rock which 
was put in the stable 
converted to a tomb. (For 
some this was their favorite 
part of the year.) It was to 
show their presence at the 
birth and death of Jesus. It 
also showed Jesus’ humble 
life from beginning to end.  
Another group project was 
the “Pennies for Paws”. (This 
was the alms giving part of 
Lent.) Each grade competed 
on who could donate the 
most coins. The third grade 
won. In all we collected 
$93.67 which will be donated 
to the Dodge County Humane 
Society. 
We ended the year with our 
traditional May Crowning. Our 
second grader, Rylan Brath 
carried the crown while Halle 

Patterson crowned Mary. The 
other second graders, Maya 
Dretske, Allie Wheeler, and 
Weston Dehn carried live 
flowers to place near the 
statue of Mary. It was 
beautiful and a very prayerful 
evening. 

Last of all, five of our students 
participated in the Regional 
Religion Bee. It was held here 
at Sacred Heart on Saturday, 
May 15. Two other teams 
from Beaver Dam and 
Waupun competed. Saint 
Joseph, Waupun won first 
place and the trophy. (their 
first time)  Our team 
consisting of Caroline 
Brahm, Alex Ritcher, 
Elizabeth Murphy, Elle 
Kontny, and Mason 
Boehner, came in second 
place.  They showed very 
good sportsmanship and 
teamwork. Good Job Team, 
I’m proud of you. Thank you 
also to the adults, Lisa Ritcher, 
Angie Brahm, and Tara 
Boehmer, who helped with 
the games. 

- Margaret Sadoski 
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Rylan Gerald Brath 

Maya Grace Dretske 

Weston James Dehn 

 

Years 
Ago... 

April 30 and May 1 twenty -
seven children made their First 
Communion. 

Sacred Heart has become a 
sister parish to San Rafael in 
Waspam, Nicaragua. 

A new electronic carillion (plays 
the chimes) purchase was made 
possible with memorial 
donations. 
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Halle Jae Patterson 

Mylee Maxine Wheeler 

Congratulations to this year’s First Communion students 



 

Years 
Ago... 

Parish Vital Records 
Baptisms  Confirmation 
Amelia Grace Jacobs  Jason John Moser 

Eberle Margaret Jacobs   

Ziegler Anne Krause  New Members 
McKenna Ann Dolores Lingford  Daniel & Abigail Fenton 
César Miguel Mata  Amy Ruplinger 
Eleanor Isla Grace Mittelstadt  Mark & Marybeth Schessow 

   

Weddings  Deaths 
Kayla Noll & Timothy Rynearson  Niel Arnold Jensen 

Natalie Stoeckel & Vong Lor  Todd Lazich 

  Betty Ann Peplinski 

  Janet Elizabeth Peto 

 
 

 
 

 
The June Rummage Sale 

and Brat Fry 
are cancelled this year. Please continue to save your 
used and unwanted household items in the hopes 
that we can return to holding this event in June, 

2022. 

April 30th twelve children made 
their First Communion. 

It was in the May 21st bulletin the 
news that Fr. Michael Petrie from 
Hartford has been assigned to be 
the new Pastor of Sacred Heart. 

A Farewell Party for Fr. Gene was 
held on Sunday, June 25th. 
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Changes coming soon to our 
churches! 

As we continue to progress through the pandemic, more changes are occurring around us in 
our daily lives and within our Archdiocese.  Sometimes more rapidly than some would like, and 
for others, not fast enough.  As a parish we continue to be led by the guidelines of both the 
CDC and the Archdiocese.  In fact, we expect a new set of guidelines from the Archdiocese 
most likely shortly after this newsletter arrives in your mailboxes. 

Some of the upcoming changes are covered in this newsletter: 
· Seating within our churches - Fr. Justin, page 2 

· Church Office beginning some walk-in business hours - Fr. Justin, page 2 

· Return to using Hymn Books - Mike Strock, page 6 

· Continue wearing masks - Fr. Justin, page 2 

 
Remember that while an individual may choose to take risks or ignore guidelines, we as a 
parish must be governed by concern for everyone and err on the side of caution.  Any Mass is 
by definition a sizable gathering and contains people who are at risk or live with those at risk, 
including children who are unable to be vaccinated.  Even if you have been vaccinated, please 
respect those around you and continue to act with caution and mercy. 


