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March/April 2020
Updates from Around the Village
Holy Hill Road –Regional Traffic Study and Collaboration: At the Village Board’s
meeting in February, the Board authorized the Village to enter into an intergovernmental
agreement with the Village of Germantown and Washington County to have a traffic
engineering firm called TADI analyze the projected traffic growth along the STH 167
corridor. For the last few months, both communities and the County have been working
cooperatively with the Wisconsin Department of Transportation (WisDOT) to ensure we are
effectively planning for infrastructure needs now and into the future.
Along those same lines, in late 2019, the Village reviewed and approved an Infrastructure
Analysis that was prepared by Stantec Consulting Services, Inc. It is online for the general
public to view under the Comprehensive Plan portion of our website. This engineering study
was funded by federal dollars as a part of our Washington County EPA Brownfields
Redevelopment Coalition. The report looked at the costs of obtaining a sewer and water
system for the roughly 300 acres of land directly north of the newly constructed Kwik Trip. To
bring utilities to this limited area from Germantown would cost approximately $2M. If they
were to come from the Village of Jackson, it would be more than double the cost at $4M. If
the Village were seeking to develop its own utility (it is most certainly not), the cost would be
over 10x that amount at $43M. In all scenarios, it is envisioned that these types of
improvements would be developer funded and tied to significant job creation in our Village.
This area has long been discussed as being a site “ripe” for economic development. For the
Village, the economic winds would tend to suggest the use appropriate for this area is light
industrial/office. This is consistent with our previous planning efforts for this area. Given its
access and visibility along I-41, this site is truly unique. This small geographic area has the
ability to be able to provide hundreds, if not thousands, of family supporting jobs as well as
the potential to increase the Village’s tax base over time. Right now, this area generates very
little by way of taxes. Businesses that may be looking to locate to this area like the recent
news of Milwaukee Tool in West Bend or Briggs and Stratton in Germantown could be
transformative to our local economy and continue to diversify our tax base. One only needs
to look at the economic development going on with our neighbors to our east in Germantown
and frankly, our region, to understand why it was important for the Village of Richfield to
better understand these types of costs if it is serious about considering economic
development and helping to minimize the property tax burden on our residents.
Road Construction Update: In February, the Village Board awarded the 2020 road
construction contract. The roads to be constructed, listed below, totals approximately 3.8
miles compared to 5.8 miles in 2019. The total contract was $1.58M and will start in Spring.
Hubertus Road from Hillside Road to St. Hubert’s Drive- $498,090
Hubertus Road from St. Hubert’s Drive to Mayfield Road - $311,700
Elmwood Road from STH 164 to Hillside Road - $398,350
Krueser’s Ridge - $203,800
Jencris Court - $105,670

Zoning Code Recodification: At each of the Plan Commission meetings so far in 2020, we have had a focused discussion
on potential updates to the Village’s Zoning Code. The last time these Ordinances were updated was 1983. As you can
imagine, lots has changed in the world and State regulations since that time. So far, our Zoning Code Subcommittee has
held 19 public meetings and these topics have been discussed at the Plan Commission level nine (9) times. In the coming
months, the Village will be creating a webpage on our website devoted to helping the public understand the proposed
changes as well as an unveiling of a web-based tool to help demystify our Zoning Code.
What are YOU interested in reading about?: If there are topics you are interested in hearing about, let us know! The
goal of this newsletter is to create a publication which has wide appeal, is plainly written, timely, and informative.
Jim Healy, Village Administrator

Calling All Volunteers: Protecting
Richfield’s Groundwater Resource
Ground water is the source of water supply for all
residents of Richfield – our most important natural
resource. All residential wells draw from a shallow
aquifer comprised of sand and gravel, in much of the
Village and dolomitic bedrock, mostly in the east. To
protect our resource, the Town (at the time) Board
adopted a 3-part Ground-Water Protection Plan in 2003:
1. A land-use plan which maximizes ground water recharge;
2. A Ground-Water Protection Ordinance that
requires new developments to limit water table
drawdown to 1 foot or less at their property
boundaries; and
3. A program to monitor water levels in
representative wells.
Figure 1 to the right shows the current array of 38
monitored wells (the pentagons) in Richfield (area
within the black square). Green pentagons are sites that
are automated; red require manual readings.
Monitoring is important, because it establishes trends in
water level. If they are declining in an area, that
indicates a possible reduction of supply, and alerts us to examine why it’s occurring. Over the past 4 years, Richfield has begun to automate the monitoring, installing sonic sensors on 28
wells we currently monitor (green pentagons). A Milwaukee
firm, Wellntel (www.wellntel.com) builds and maintains the
systems, and as of early 2019, the Village has contracted with
them to run the monitoring program. The system consists of a
sensor that sits atop the well cap and sends sonic waves into
the well twice a day. The sensor captures return signals and
sends them, via radio, to a communications gateway plugged
into the well owner’s router. The gateway sends the signal to
Wellntel’s servers where it is processed to determine the depth
to water in the well. Data from a well is available to that well’s
owner. We’re now getting over 700 readings a year as opposed
to the 6 we traditional would have from manual monitoring
efforts. Currently, there are some homes in the array that don’t
have internet connections or where we can’t automate for
other reasons (the red pentagons).
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Therefore, we’re seeking volunteer home owners who’d be
interested in joining the monitoring program. There are a
number of blue ellipses on Figure 1 showing the areas where
we’d like to find volunteer well owners. Locating a Wellntel
system in these areas would fill gaps in the automated
monitoring array.
If you live in one of these blue areas and are interested in
volunteering or learning more about the Wellntel system, first
check out the website cited above. You can then contact
Marian Singer via email at mjsinger@wellntel.com or myself at
aquadoc@uwm.edu. We will then work to determine which of
the volunteer wells we can add to the monitoring array and to
set up a time to meet with you in person and potentially
arrange an installation. If you’d like to see what one of the
systems looks like, there is one installed on the well on the east
side of Village Hall. Check it out!
Dr. Doug Cherkauer, Aqua Hydrogeologist

Check Your Smoke Detectors!
According to the 2019 National Fire Protection Association report “Smoke Alarms in U.S. Home
Fires”, three (3) out of every five (5) home fire
deaths resulted from fires in homes where there
were either no smoke alarms or no smoke alarms
functioning at the time.
It has been discovered
that dead batteries
have been responsible
for 25% of smoke
alarm failures in the
United States.
Batteries in smoke and carbon monoxide detectors
should be changed annually. Hardwired smoke and
carbon monoxide detectors also have batteries for
backup in case of power loss which should be
replaced each year. Many people remind
themselves to change batteries by letting it
coincide with daylight savings time when we
change our clocks in Spring and Fall. Maintaining
properly functioning smoke and carbon monoxide
detectors will protect the lives of you and your
family.
Joel Jaster and Greg Darga
Building Inspection Department

Full-time LTE Summer/Seasonal Employee for the
Department of Public Works, Parks Division
Summer Employment Opportunity!
The Parks Department for the Village of Richfield is
seeking a seasonal individual to assist with the
maintenance of their park system. Length of
employment is generally from early June to late
August. This individual must be able to perform a
variety of laborious task during a 40-hour work week, including occasional weekends
to assist with baseball tournaments for our youth sports.
The successful applicant must be able to operate equipment utilized in park
maintenance work; perform physical tasks involving frequent bending, lifting,
carrying, pushing and pulling of weights up to and exceeding 50lbs; drive an
automobile, truck, lawnmower; work outdoors in all weather conditions and hold a
valid Driver’s License. Pay is up to $10.50/hr, DOQ. An application for employment
can be obtained online at www.richfieldwi.gov or in-person at Village Hall.
Applications will be accepted until the position is filled. For a full Job Description,
please visit www.richfieldwi.gov.
For questions regarding this position, please email Jen Keller at asc@richfieldwi.gov
or call (262) 628-2260 Ext. 113. The Village of Richfield is an equal opportunity
employer.

Jen Keller, Administrative Services Coordinator

CJ Lewandowski

HILLTOP ASPHALT CO., INC.

REALTOR®

4600 Monches Road
Colgate, WI 53017

HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?

JOHN KAUL
Phone (262) 628-2205
Fax (262) 628-2797
Residential & Commercial
Paving • Grading

TeamCJRealty.com

262.689.7988
®
EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.
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Washington County “Clean Sweep”
Program
Need to dispose of hazardous waste material?
Washington County residents can now utilize the
Veolia Environmental Services disposal site in
Menomonee Falls (W124N9451 Boundary Road)
throughout the year. The disposal site will be open
to Washington County residents on Monday &
Wednesday from 11 am to 6 pm, closed Holidays.
The Household Hazardous Waste Collection is an
opportunity for county residents to properly dispose
of hazardous waste from their home. In order to
participant in the Household Hazardous Waste
Collection, a $20.00 registration fee is required.
Please note when registering for the program the
permit expires 21 days from your date of purchase.
Registration for the
Household Hazardous
Waste Collection is
available over the phone
at (262) 335-4848 for
information to be mailed
to you or online at
washcoparks.com.

When It Rains, It Drains
What is stormwater runoff? It’s the water that runs from your roof, parking
lots, and along the streets. This water runs through a series of ditches or
pipes, into catch basins, then flows into the storm water system along our
streets and exits into streams and rivers. As it travels, this water picks up
contaminants along the way and deposits them into our drinking water.
Pesticides, oil, salt from roadways, unraked leaves, trash, paper, and dog
waste are detrimental to the environment. To learn more about storm
water runoff or the Village’s MS4 permit program, visit www.dnr.wi.gov.

List or Buy with me, use my moving truck for free!

Carolyn Ingham
ABR, CRS, GRI, SRES

Cell: 262-993-4163
Home: 262-628-4180

Brenda Keene
Realtor®

Email: cingham@shorewest.com
Holy Hill Specialist Since 1992

(262) 893-6613
Brenda@HouseToHomeTeam.com
www.HouseToHomeTeam.com

INDUSTRIAL • RESIDENTIAL
PAVING • SEALING

RV Sales - Service - Accessories
LP Gas Refill Station

3284 Pioneer Rd. Richfield

FULL SERVICE PAVING CONTRACTOR
JERRY MUELLER
RICHFIELD, WI
262-628-1599

262-674-1577
www.roskopfsrv.com

www.allproasphaltpavinginc.com

North of Cabela’s at the Hwy 41/45 Split

richfieldsafe.com
info@richfieldsafe.com

(262) 649-5411

Neu’s Builders
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

262-628-0177

Contact Dennis Thompson to place an ad
today! dthompson@4LPi.com
or (800) 950-9952 x2470

		

Five Generations of Custom Designed Homes
Remodeling • Roofing • New Homes
Floor Sanding • Garages • Windows & Doors
Aluminum Siding • Blow-in & Batt Insulation
Dan Neu
783 N. Lakeview Rd.
Hubertus, WI 53033

dan@neusbuilders.com
www.neusbuilders.com
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Spring Election Registration Deadlines
March 18, 2020 - Deadline to Register by Mail Your Wisconsin Voter Registration Application,
along with a copy of an acceptable Proof of
Residence document must be postmarked no
later than March 18, 2020.
March 18, 2020 - Deadline to Register to Vote
Online - Voters who have a current and valid ID,
and are able to match their Name, Date of Birth,
Wisconsin Driver License or State ID Number,
and Address with the Wisconsin DMV can register to vote online through March 18, 2020.
April 3, 2020 @ 5:00 p.m.- Deadline to Register
in Municipal Clerk’s Office - Voters
may register in-person in their Municipal Clerk’s
Office during the Clerk’s business hours until 5:00
p.m. on April 3, 2020.
April 7, 2020 from 7:00 a.m.- 8:00 p.m. Register
to Vote at Your Polling Place - Voters
can register to vote at Northbrook Church on
Election Day, April 7, 2020.

WESTSIDE
AUTO CENTER
Corner of Hwy. 60 & Wacker Drive

Bruce Black, Owner

820 W. Sumner St.
673-2322

Spring Election Absentee Voting Deadlines
April 2, 2020 @ 5:00 p.m.- Deadline to Request an Absentee Ballot - If you are
a regular or a permanent overseas voter, your absentee ballot request must be
received by your Municipal Clerk no later than 5:00 p.m. on April 2, 2020.
April 3, 2020 @ 5:00 p.m. - Deadline to Request an Absentee Ballot- If a voter
is indefinitely confined your absentee ballot request must be received by your
Municipal Clerk no later than 5:00 p.m. on April 3, 2020.
April 3, 2020 @ 5:00 p.m. - Deadline for In-Person Absentee Voting- Voters
can request and vote an absentee ballot in-person in their Municipal Clerk’s
Office March 23, 2020 through April 3, 2020 @ 5:00 p.m.
April 7, 2020 @ 5:00 p.m.- Deadline for Hospitalized and Military Voters Voters who are in a hospital may request a ballot be brought to them by an
appointed agent if they are hospitalized in the 7 days preceding the
Primary. Hospitalized electors may request an absentee ballot between March
31, 2020 and April 7, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. Military voters must request an absentee
ballot no later than 5:00 p.m. on April 7th, 2020.
April 7, 2020 @ 8:00 p.m.- Deadline to Return Absentee Ballot - If you have
already received an absentee ballot, your ballot must be returned to the
Municipal Clerk or to the polling location no later than 8:00 p.m. on April 7, 2020
Donna Cox, Deputy Clerk

You Can Change a Child’s Life by
Becoming a School Bus Driver
 Mentor Children of All Ages
 Flexible Work Hours
 Great Hourly Rates, Paid

shorewest.com

EHO

BUYING OR SELLING A HOME?

CALL ANITRA POVLICH
apovlich@shorewest.com

www.goriteway.com

414-248-2370

Weekly

 Paid Training Program
To apply, visit us at
www.goriteway.com and
Click Drive With Us to see all of
Our opportunities
262-677-3282 Ext. 602

Habitat for Humanity
Germantown ReStore

Washington and Dodge Counties

Leagues for all Ages
Open Bowl - Daily
Bowling Birthday Parties

Contact Dennis Thompson to place an ad
today! dthompson@4LPi.com
or (800) 950-9952 x2470
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262-255-7470
gtrestore@hfhwashco.org

Softball • Volleyball • Bag Toss

Hours:
Monday-Friday: 9am-6pm
Donations from 9am-5pm
Saturday 9am-4pm
Donations from 9am-3am

www.pioneerbowlsports.com
(262) 628-4020

W190N10768 Commerce Circle
Germantown, WI 53022

Hall Available
Seating up to 75 people

Sandwich Grill • Homemade Pizza

Village of Richfield, Richfield, WI
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Citizen Appointments
The Village Board is looking to appoint residents seeking membership to the
following Committees during the month of May:


Administrative Review Appeals Board



Architectural Review Board



Board of Zoning Appeals



Board of Review



Capital Improvement Program Administrative Committee



Park Commission



Residency Board

These Boards and Commissions serve a vital role in our local government. As
they say, ‘it takes a Village’! Anyone interested in applying for one or more of
the Boards, Committees or Commissions noted above, should submit an
application, as well as a Waiver and Consent Form. Forms can be found at the
following link: http://ww.richfieldwi.gov/DocumentCenter/View/648
Any questions regarding the roles and responsibilities of serving on one or
more of these Boards, Committees and Commissions can be directed to Jim
Healy, Village Administrator via email at administrator@richfieldwi.gov.
The deadline to submit an application is April 10th, 2020.
Donna Cox, Deputy Clerk

HUBERTUS
CHIROPRACTIC
“BEAUTIFYING LANDSCAPES”

262-628-7620
• Insured • Free Estimates
LANDSCAPING • HARDSCAPES

www.klingslawnandlandscape.com

Richfield Lions Club Scholarship
Opportunity
The Richfield Lions
Club has
announced that
applications are
now available for
2020 scholarship
program. The Club
provides several
$1,000 scholarships and one $500 technical
school scholarship to high school graduates
who are current residents of the Village of
Richfield. Any eligible students may find an
application in their high school Guidance Office
or at the Forte Bank at 1297 STH 175 or
download the blank form from the Richfield
Lions Club website. For questions, call
Ms. Ruth Schneider at (262) 628-1394. The
deadline to return an application is March 27,
2020.

Hang where
the locals do

Dr. Michelle DeFere
Serving the area
for over 30 years

New Patients Welcome

Hours:
Weekdays: 7:00-5:00pm
Saturdays: 8-Noon

A PROUD LOCAL TRADITION SINCE 1982

262-628-1960

• Residential • Commercial
• Construction • Recycling • Roll Off Rentals

(262) 367-6040

RICHFIELD, WISCONSIN

Auto & Truck Repair

Collision Center

1860 Hwy 175
Richfield, WI 53076

3028 State Rd. 167
Richfield, WI 53076

262-628-2235

262-628-1500

Fresh Bakery • Groceries • Automotive Supplies • Soda Specials

Corner of HWY 167 & 175 in Richfield
Phone: 262-628-9500

NEW:

Beer, Liquor, Wine
We Offer Motor Vehicle License Renewal
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Upcoming Events
DATE

EVENT

TIME

LOCATION

3/18/2020

Architectural Review Board (if needed)

6:30 PM

Village Hall, Lower Level

3/19/2020

Village Board of Trustees

7PM

Village Hall, Lower Level

3/21/2020

Transfer Station Open

3/25/2020

Park Commission

3/26/2020

RHS Presents: “Walking the Home Ground in the Footsteps
of Muir, Leopold and Derluth”

7 PM—9 PM

RVFC Station No. 1, 2008 STH 175

3/28/2020

Richfield Historical Society Maple Syrup Family Day

11 AM—4 PM

Richfield Nature/Historical Park , 1896 STH 164

4/2/2020

Plan Commission

7 PM

Village Hall, Lower Level

4/4/2020

Transfer Station Open

7AM—1 PM

1345 Hillside Road

4/7/2020

Spring Election and Presidential Preference Primary

7 AM—8 PM

Northbrook Church, 4014 STH 167

4/9/2020

Transfer Station Open

6 PM—8 PM

1345 Hillside Road

4/11/2020

Breakfast with the Bunny and Easter Egg Hunt

8 AM—11 AM

RVFC Station No. 1, 2008 STH 175

4/15/2020

Architectural Review Board (if needed)

6:30 PM

Village Hall, Lower Level

4/16/2020

Village Board of Trustees

7 PM

Village Hall, Lower Level

4/18/2020

Transfer Station Open

7AM—1 PM

1345 Hillside Road

4/23/2020

RHS Presents: “Pioneer Food and Beverages”

7 PM—9 PM

RVFC Station No. 1, 2008 STH 175

4/23/2020

Transfer Station Open

6 PM—8 PM

1345 Hillside Road

7AM—1PM
6PM

Tools in the DPW Toolbox - Brine
This year, you may have noticed squiggly white lines on our hills, curves, and
dangerous intersections. These faint white lines are the Village’s mixture of
brine we spray on the roads as a method of pre-treatment before a storm.
Brine is the process of mixing salt (~23%) into water (~77%) to help as a
de-icing agent during the winter months. The Village purchases this mix
from the County Highway Department at a rate of $0.16 per gallon. So far
this year, we’ve used close to 9,000 gallons which equates to approximately
$1,500. While the Village has used brine is its operations for some time, this
year we’ve made a more concerted effort to ramp up our focus on “trouble
spots” with brine and also experiment a bit inside subdivisions because of
how effective it is. Village Staff will also be looking at “salt dispersion
patterns” or the pattern at which our plow truck places salt on the road. The
Wisconsin DOT estimates that around 15% of product is typically “lost”
when salt is placed on the road “dry”. Simply stated, the salt is bouncing off
the roads and into the ditch lines. In terms of our budget, that equates to
potentially up to $30,000 in salt product that is “lost” annually. To mitigate
that loss, we will be reviewing the cost-effectiveness of “pre-wetting”
treatments which spray
the salt with brine as its
applied to the road. The
wet salt sticks to the road
more effectively as a
result. This minor
investment in our fleet
could pay big dividends in
the future.
Brett Thicke, DPW
Supervisor

1345 Hillside Road
Village Hall, Lower Level

Richfield Historical Society: 10th
Annual Maple Syrup Family Day
Do you know how maple
syrup is made? Did you
know it takes 40 gallons
of sap to make just one
gallon of the delicious
syrup? Come to the
Richfield Historical Park
on March 28, 2020, from
11AM—4 PM and learn
about the maple syrup
process.
Come see maple trees
tapped, sap drip - drip - dripping into the
bags fastened to the trees and steam hovering
above the boiler while the sap bubbles. Come find
out what a typical day is like for the Richfield
Historical Society's Maple Syrup Team!
Maple Cotton Candy, Maple Syrup and other items
available for sale. All historic park buildings open.
Parking and admission to this event is free. Mill &
Mill House Tours: Adults $5; children 12-6, $3;
children 5 and under FREE.
Richfield Historical Society
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Forward. Preserving…
A Country Way of Life!

Census 2020
April 1st, 2020 is national “Census
Day” and many of you may be
wondering, how will everyone be
counted? The US Census bureau has
stated 95% of households will receive
their census invitation in the mail. Just
below 5% of other households will
receive their census invitation when a
census taker drops it off at locations
such as households that use PO boxes
or areas affected by natural disasters.
Finally the remaining 1% of
households will be counted in person
by a census taker instead of
responding on their own. This method
is utilized for remote areas such as
northern Maine and Alaska.
Residents participating online or by
paper questionnaire can understand
the US Census notification process as
it is outlined to the right
For more information, visit
www.2020census.gov.

Postal Customer

