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  St. Denis - Shiocton 
   N5591 Second Street, Shiocton, WI 54170  
  St. Patrick - Stephensville 

   N3686 State Highway 76, Hortonville, WI 54944 

Visit Our Parish Websites 
 

www.stdenis-shiocton.org  
 

  www.stpatrick-stephensville.org 

Priest 

Fr. Michael Thiel 
  priest@stdenis-shiocton.org 

  priest@stpatrick-stephensville.org 

 

Faith Formation & Discipleship  
Cassandra Kowaleski 
  disciples@stdenis-shiocton.org 
  disciples@stpatrick-stephensville.org 

 

Coordinator of Mission 

Liz Lefeber 
  office@stdenis-shiocton.org 
  office@stpatrick-stephensville.org 

Sunday Masses  

    8 AM  St. Patrick 

    10 AM St. Denis 

 
Weekday Sacraments & Prayer     
 

Monday at St. Denis       

      6 PM Evening Prayer-This Week 

Tuesday at St. Denis      

      7 AM   Adoration 

      5:30 PM Confession 

      6 PM Mass 

Wednesday at St. Denis       

      7 AM   Adoration 

      5-8 PM Adoration 

      5:30 PM Confession 

      6 PM Mass 

Thursday at St. Patrick 

      6:30 AM  Mass  

      7 AM   Adoration 

      7 AM   Confessions 

Saturday at St. Patrick      

      9 AM *Mass 

      9:30- 
  10:30 AM 

Confession &  
Adoration 

     *1st Monday and *3rd Saturday,  
     Masses are celebrated Ad Orientem   
 

Confession:   
    Father Michael is regularly available    
    after masses or by appointment    



 

 

Pastoral Column 

The first time I had the chance to experience attending a Mass that was celebrated ad 
orientem was years before I became a priest. As a simple reminder here, ad orientem 
means that for the part of Mass where the priest is speaking to God on behalf of the 
people, the priest would face the same direction as the faithful gathered to worship; 
the priest and people together, facing the Lord. (See parts 1-5 of this series) I was 
serving on the summer staff of Catholic Youth Expeditions with 26 other college age 
men and women, hosting retreat expeditions for high schoolers and young adults.  
Fr. Quinn regularly celebrated daily Mass for the community of staff members. One 
day I remember watching the altar server, Greg, who was a few years younger than 
me, serve mass. This particular Mass began and was carrying on like normal for the 
first half of or so.  Then when Greg started preparing the altar for the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist, I noticed him bring the chalice and what not to the opposite side of the  
altar that I was used to, that is, the side of the altar closer to us in the pews.   

I thought , should I get up and interrupt Mass and tell Greg that he was preparing the altar wrong? I mean, he was younger 
than me and I wondered, maybe a bit inexperienced? But Fr Quinn seemed to be paying attention and didn’t interfere,  
so I rolled with it. Fr. Quinn continued to celebrate Holy Mass from the side of the altar that Greg had prepared, so that he 
was facing the crucifix and the tabernacle. It certainly caught my attention, because I was experiencing something out of 
the ordinary. I remember not totally understanding what was going on, but recognizing that it was something significant.  
I asked Fr. Quinn about it later and I remember him saying that wanted to try celebrating Mass “that way”. He may not 
have even remembered what it was called, but was able to communicate the significance of the priest leading the people 
to the cross, which made sense to me. I wish that he had chosen to explain what was going to happen before I experienced 
it, but that is why I am writing this series for you.  
 

Since that first Mass that I experienced ad orientem, I have been to many more, sometimes out of necessity. Once I had  
the chance to assist at Mass as a deacon at one of the side altars in St. Peter’s Basilica Rome. Since there was no  
freestanding altar, for the Eucharistic Prayer, the priest and I both faced the altar with its tall altar cross and a beautiful  
mosaic of the Sacred Heart. One of my all-time favorite masses I have attended was celebrated ad orientem, back in the 
same CYE chapel from my first ad orientem Mass. This time I had enough experience as a server where I was able to assist 
with incense. The Mass was celebrated after sunset in the Christmas season, so the chapel was dimly lit and beautifully  
decorated.  I remember it being one of the times I had the deepest experiences of Heaven on earth, being united with  
Jesus at Mass. Since then I have had the chance to celebrate several dozen Masses ad orientem as a priest. As these  
Masses I often experience a deep sense of unity with the faithful who are able to attend. For me as a priest to face the 
same direction, leading towards the cross, has helped create a more significant spiritual bond of unity as we journey  
together, towards the Lord.  
 

It reminds me of times when I was on a backpacking trip as a Boy Scout. Every boy carried a map and a compass, but quite 
regularly the trail was so narrow that we had to walk single file.  We would take turns leading, and when I was in the front  
I had to pay particular attention to the map, compass, and trail signs. I was responsible for leading the whole group, and 
had to know where we were and where we were going. The responsibility of leading created a bond between us. In an 
analogous way, that bond of unity is present for me at each Mass.  Now, I do take that bond seriously at each Mass and 
throughout my priesthood, but the responsibility to lead a faithful flock is something that I personally experience in a  
greater way at Masses when I have been able to celebrate ad orientem, priest and people united together, towards  
the Lord.    
 
This is part 6 of a catechetical series of articles on the Mass. This series addresses both general liturgical topics while relating them to the specific point 
of Mass celebrated ad orientem. Bishop Ricken has approved our parishes’ request to have Mass celebrated ad orientem usually on the 1st Monday of 
each month at St Denis (in January it will be on the 2nd Monday, January 11) and the 3rd Saturday of each month at St. Patrick.  

 

- Fr. Michael 

Together Toward the Lord:  Ad Orientem  
Part 6—How I Began to Appreciate Mass Ad Orientem 



 

 

Weekly Mass Intentions 
Sunday, January 3 - The Epiphany of the Lord 

  8:00 AM (SP)  Pro-Populo-For the Parishioners of St. Denis & St. Patrick 

  10:00 AM (SD) Paul Gunderson   

Monday, January 4 

  6:00 PM (SD)  Evening Prayer 

Tuesday, January 5 

  6:00 PM (SD)  For the Living & Deceased Members of the  

           William & Mary Cummings Family 

Wednesday, January 6 

  6:00 PM (SD)  Bishop Ricken, Anniversary of his Episcopal Ordination 

Thursday, January 7 

  6:30 AM (SP)  Fr. Michael Thiel, on the Anniversary of his Baptism 

Saturday, January 9 

  9:00 AM (SP)  For Holy Marriages in Our Parishes 

Sunday, January 10 - The Baptism of the Lord 

  8:00 AM (SP)  Marcie Suprise 

  10:00 AM (SD) Pro-Populo-For the Parishioners of St. Denis & St. Patrick 

ADULT CLASSES—Keys to the Kingdom  
THURSDAYS in JANUARY 

6:00-7:00 p.m. St. Patrick’s Parish Hall   
PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN BIBLE 

 

 1-7  Purgatory  
 1-14  The Role of the Holy Spirit in the Church  
 1-21  Am I Ready to Die?  
 1-28  Conversion of the Heart:  
  Living a Truly Joyful, Merciful Catholic Life 

Join us in praying the Rosary on  
Sunday mornings, 7:39 AM at St.  

Patrick Parish, before the 8 AM Mass. 

Prayer Line 
Please call 920-986-3421 or email: cjvstraten51@gmail.com   

 

Parish Connections 
If you know someone in a nursing home or is home bound,  

that would like to receive a card or visit, contact: 920-757-5063 

Help Needed-Snow Removal for Both Parishes 

St. Denis and St. Patrick are looking for volunteers to help  
with snow removal this winter. Please see details below: 

 

St Denis:  Looking for volunteers to help with the shoveling and clearing of 
 sidewalks, steps and driveway. Please contact Ann at 920-360-1724  
 if you are able to be a regular or if we can call you as needed with big  
 storm snow removal.    
 

St. Patrick:  Is in need of volunteers to help shovel, snow blow, and plow snow  
   on early weekdays. Please consider volunteering for a particular  
   week or a weekend. Call Jeff at 920-757-6478. 
 

Your help is greatly appreciated! 

2021 Fr. Justin Werner Scholarship 

The Knights of Columbus Scholarship Committee is currently accepting 
applications from graduating High School students for the 2021 Knights 
of Columbus Fr. Justin Werner Scholarship.  Students that are interested 
in reviewing the requirements or receiving an application should contact 
Craig Cummings at crcummin@yahoo.com.  Applications will also  
be available by the end of this year at the High School Guidance  
Offices.  The final deadline for accepting applications is March 15, 2021. 
In 2020, our local Knight’s council awarded a total of $3,000 in  
scholarships. In 2021, the amount of the award will be $4,000 or more 
based on available scholarship funds. If you know of any student  
graduating HS next spring and is within 3 generations of an active or 
deceased #7895 council member, please reach out for an application.   
Fathers, Grandfathers & Great-Grandfathers are strongly encouraged 
to become a new member of our local Monsignor Gehl Council #7895. 
Becoming a Knight is FREE and by doing so your graduating student  
can meet the biggest hurdle of the application requirements.  Contact 
Craig Cummings at 920-572-5036 for questions on the scholarship or 
becoming a Knight.  

The Social Concerns Committee of our parishes would 
like to thank everyone for the generous donations of 
food for the local food pantries. We had a wonderful  
collection of many items that will meet the needs of 
area families. If you would still like to give a monetary 
gift, the Social Concerns Committee will be willing to 
shop for additional groceries. Monetary donations can 
be put in the collection basket, mailed, or brought to 
the parish office. Thank you again for your generosity! 

Advent Food Drive - THANK YOU! 

Notes from the Diocese of Green Bay - 
2020 Bishop’s Appeal 
 

Thank you for all you are doing to support your parish through 
these difficult times and for your support of the 2020 Bishop’s 
Appeal. Each year the Bishop’s Appeal impacts thousands of  
lives in our parishes.  
 

St. Denis 
Due the financial struggles parishes are facing, a decision was 
made to adjust invoices. For the 2020 Bishop’s Appeal only,  
your invoice is being reduced to 10 % of the shortage. Your  
parish owes $258.70, rather than the full $2,578.00 
 

St. Patrick 
Due the financial struggles parishes are facing, a decision was 
made to adjust invoices. Your parish was closer to reaching  
its 2020 Bishop’s Appeal goal than it has been in the past.  
Therefore, for the 2020 Appeal only, your shortage of  
$1,744.00 will be covered by a grant and you will not be  
receiving an invoice.  

Knights of Columbus 
Monsignor Gehl Council #7895 
Serving: Hortonville, Shiocton  

and Stephensville 

Adoration for  
Young Adults 

 Epiphany Sunday 
January 3 

6 PM, St. Patrick 



  For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com  St. Patrick/Denis, Hortonville, WI A 4C 01-1281

Dan Gassner, Agent
432 E Main St, Hortonville 
www.dangassner.com 
Bus 920 779 0002 
Fax 920 779 9993
Providing Insurance and Financial Services.

Andy Nielsen 
Parish Member 

 

920.585.5370 
performanceplmb@gmail.com

MP# 837399

Creating Wedding Cakes To Remember

Serving the Fox Valley for 20 years

Sally Korth 920-986-3442
N5331  Mayflower Rd, Shiocton

www.kakesbykorth.com
sally@kakesbykorth.com

Fox Valley and Surrounding Areas
Andy Rugotska • (920) 427-5767

920-810-4036

John Ullmer, Parish Member
N7934 State Hwy 187 • Shiocton, WI 54710

(920) 585-4455
john.ullmer@gmail.com • Website: Blasterllc.com

Facebook: Blaster LLC.

 

Dr. Andrew J. Magiera, O.D.
"Caring Service That Everyone Can See"

N1739 Lily of the Valley Drive • Suite #2 
Greenville, WI 54842

(920)-560-EYES

323 East Main St., Hortonville, WI
920-779-4471 • Fax: 920-779-4478

Shiocton & Hortonville 
920-986-3191 / 920-779-4588 

www.borchardtmoderfuneralhomes.com

Parish Members 
N5507 Herman Rd., Shiocton, WI 

920-986-1285

mikewilcoxconstructioninc@gmail.com  
Ph/Fax: (920) 841-6331 

Parish Member

• New Construction 
• Custom Design 

• Remodeling 
• Light Commercial

KRIS STILEN 
Independent Senior Sales Director 

(715) 752-4326 • (920) 427-2677 

Email: stilens@frontiernet.net 

Website: www.marykay.com/kstilen

JEZESKI ACCOUNTING 
AND TAX SERVICE, LLP

Accredited Business Accountants, Certified QuickBook 
Pro Advisors, Accredited Tax Preparers

113 N. Main St., Black Creek • 984-3555 • M-F 9-4
225 S. Main St., Seymour • 833-2207 

During the summer months the Seymour office open by appt. only

www.jezeski.com 
or email us at jezeskicrew@aol.com

Call for a Day or Evening Appointment Today!

 
BRET W. CLAYBAUGH, D.D.S. 
BLAKE C. TREICHEL, D.D.S.

230 Towne Drive • Hortonville, WI 54944 
Phone (920) 779-4533

Joe Theisen
N 966 Quality Dr.

Greenville, WI 54942
Fax: (920)-757-6702

Email: 
joe@joescollisionandrestoration.com 

Foreign & Domestic Collision Repair 
Classic Automobile Restoration • Fiber Glass Repair

Truck & SUV Accessories • U-Haul Rentals
“The Valley’s Quality Repair Shop Since 1979”

Tony Lauer Insurance
920-757-5915

An Independent Agency Representing

Ellington Mutual 
Insurance Company

W7822 Cty. Rd. MM, Hortonville, WI 54944

River Rail 
Restaurant & Banquet Hall

Dick Wickesberg 
N5547 Hwy. 76 

Shiocton, WI 54170 
920-986-3222 

riverrail@charter.net
www.riverrailbarandgrill.com

 Mon-Fri: 8am-6pm  Owner Rob Bucki

 

• Computer Diagnostics • Mechanical Repair 
• Preventative Maintenance

N5469 State Rd. 76, Shiocton, WI (1 Mile South of 54) 

920-986-3636 | shioctonautomotive.com

We do it all and we do it right! 
Autos & Light Trucks

Contact Shirley Gebert to place an ad today! 
sgebert@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x5827

 
Seymour • 920-833-2356 
Appleton • 920-731-6631 

Hortonville • 920-779-4301 
Green Bay • 920-435-4391 

www.mennlaw.com


