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Reflections on the Church and America's New Religions - Part 1

Address delivered to Congress of Catholics and Public
Life in Madrid Spain on November 4, 2021 by Most
Reverend José H. Gomez, Archbishop of Los Angeles &
President of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops

My friends, | am honored by your invitation to address
this distinguished Congress. You have asked me to
address a serious, sensitive, and complicated topic — the
rise of new secular ideologies and movements for social
change in the United States and the implications for the
Church. Of course, | think we all understand that what the
Church is facing in the United States is also happening in
your country and in the countries throughout Europe, in
different degrees and in different ways.

With that understanding, | want to offer my reflections
today in three parts:

- First, | want to talk about the wider context of the global
movement of secularization and de-Christianization and
the impact of the pandemic.

- Second, | want to offer a “spiritual interpretation” of the
new social justice and political identity movements in
America.

- Finally, | want to suggest some evangelical priorities

for the Church as we confront the realities of the present
moment.

So, let’s begin.

1. Secularization and De-Christianization

| think we all know that while there are unique conditions
in the United States, similar broad patterns of aggressive
secularization have long been at work in Spain and
elsewhere in Europe. An elite leadership class has risen
in our countries that has little interest in religion and no
real attachments to the nations they live in or to local
traditions or cultures. This group, which is in charge in
corporations, governments, universities, the media, and
in the cultural and professional establishments, wants to
establish what we might call a global civilization, built on
a consumer economy and guided by science, technology,
humanitarian values, and technocratic ideas about
organizing society.

In this elite worldview, there is no need for old-fashioned
belief systems and religions. In fact, as they see it,
religion, especially Christianity, only gets in the way of

the society they hope to build. That is important to
remember. In practice, as our Popes have pointed out,
secularization means “de-Christianization.” For years now,
there has been a deliberate effort in Europe and America
to erase the Christian roots of society and to suppress any
remaining Christian influences.

In your program for this Congress, you allude to “cancel
culture” and “political correctness.” And we recognize
that often what is being canceled and corrected are
perspectives rooted in Christian beliefs — about human
life and the human person, about marriage, the family,
and more.

In your society and mine, the “space” that the Church and
believing Christians are permitted to occupy is shrinking.
Church institutions and Christian-owned businesses are
increasingly challenged and harassed. The same is true for
Christians working in education, health care, government,
and other sectors. Holding certain Christian beliefs is said
to be a threat to the freedoms, and even to the safety, of
other groups in our societies.

One more point of context. We all noticed the dramatic
social changes in our societies with the coming of the
coronavirus and the way our government authorities
responded to the pandemic. | think history will look back
and see that this pandemic did not change our societies
as much as it accelerated trends and directions that were
already at work. Social changes that might have taken
decades to play out, are now moving more rapidly in the
wake of this disease and our societies’ responses. That is
certainly true in the United States.

The new social movements and ideologies that we are
talking about today, were being seeded and prepared for
many years in our universities and cultural institutions.
But with the tension and fear caused by the pandemic
and social isolation, and with the killing of an unarmed
black man by a white policeman and the protests that
followed in our cities, these movements were fully
unleashed in our society.

This context is important in understanding our situation in
the United States. The name George Floyd is now known
worldwide. But that is because for many people in my
country, myself included, his tragedy became a stark
reminder that racial and economic inequality are still
deeply embedded in our society.

We need to keep this reality of inequality in mind.
Because these movements that we are talking about

are part of a wider discussion — a discussion that is
absolutely essential — about how to build an American
society that expands opportunities for everyone, no
matter what color their skin is or where they came from,
or their economic status.

Part 2 to be published on January 2
Part 3 to be published on January 9
Also available at archbishopgomez.org/blog



Solemnity Mass Times

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God,
Saturday, Jan. 1
10 AM Mass* at St. Patrick
The Epiphany, Sunday, Jan. 2
8 AM Mass* at St. Patrick
10 AM Mass* at St. Denis
*Incense will be used at these Masses.

Notes from the Parish Office

The Parish Office will be closed -
December 29-January 2

Join Us in Praying the Holy Rosary -

Sundays, 7:39 AM St. Patrick Parish, before the 8 AM Mass.
Prayer Line -

To add your prayer intention to the Prayer Line -

Call 920-986-3421 or Email: cjvstraten51@gmail.com
Would you like to help pray for our parish family?

Contact: cjvstraten51@gmail.com, for prayer intention emails
Parish Connections -

If you know someone in a nursing home or is home bound that

would like to receive a card or visit, contact 920-757-5063.
Bulletins -

If you would like the parish bulletin mailed to you,

please contact the parish office at 920-757-5090.
Home Visit -

If you or a family member who would like a visit from

Fr. Michael, please contact the parish office at 920-757-5090.

Adoration

We are in need of regular adorers for Adoration on Wednesdays,
4-8 PM at St. Denis and Thursdays, 7 AM-Noon at St. Patrick.
Please contact the Parish Office (920) 757-5090 if you can help
for an hour or half an hour. Thank you.

St. Denis Council Meeting

The St. Denis Pastoral Council will meet Tuesday, January 4, at
6:45 PM at the Parish Hall. If you have a point of discussion,
please contact Jeff Otto | jeff@toysfortrucks.com

You are Welcome to Join Us for
Traditional Latin Mass on
Friday, January 7
5:30 PM | Confessions & Rosary
! Il 6 PM | Holy Sacrifice of the Mass
{7 Light dinner to follow.
) VM\ St. Patrick Parish, Stephensville
. % N3686 State Rd. 76, Hortonville, W| 54944
Approved and Encouraged by Bishop Ricken

Thank You for Donations

Liturgical Volunteers for Sunday, January 2 and Monday, January 3

Weekly Mass Intentions

Sunday, December 26
8 AM (SP) Parishioners of St. Patrick & St. Denis Parishes
10 AM (SD) Faith-filled Families in our Parishes
Monday, December 27
6 PM (SD) Evening Prayer
Tuesday, December 28
6 PM (SD) Victor Wawiorka T
Wednesday, December 29
8 AM (SD) For Vocations to the Priesthood from our Parishes
Thursday, December 30
6:30 AM (SP) Clark Hribal T
Saturday, January 1
10 AM (SP) Parishioners of St. Patrick and St. Denis Parishes
Sunday, January 2
8 AM (SP) Leon Parker T
10 AM (SD) Parishioners of St. Patrick & St. Denis Parishes

The Bible in a Year

Start off 2022 by listening along to
“The Bible in a Year Podcast” with

Fr. Mike Schmitz and Jeff Cavins.

G IA:NEINSY  This is available on Audible and other
Maleesd  podcast apps.

Beer, Bible & Bourbon

Who Said Faith Wasn’t Fun?

Join Fr. Michael Thiel as we ponder the
most important things in the most casual way.
Monday, January 10, 7 PM
River Rail Bar & Banquet Hall, Shiocton

We would like to thank all of you for the collection of food and
hygiene items that were contributed to both Parishes. Many
families in our local communities will benefit from your
generosity. Merry Christmas & Happy New Year!

Women’s Conference

8th Annual Women’s Conference
- Receive Mercy and Find Grace Creating a
Culture of Justice, Love, and Charity through
;{m%l Prayer, Communion and Discipleship
‘E'C'l g [L| PS Saturday, March 12, 2022
WIOLTLEY  Good Shepherd Catholic Church Chilton
Featuring: Dr. Edward Sri, Mother Mary Catherine
Rose Sullivan, St. Marie Veritas SV
Register at: inmarysfootsteps2022.eventbrite.com

3.

DATE / TIME ALTAR SERVERS MUSICIANS LECTORS USHERS/GREETERS SACRISTANS COUNTERS
Sunday, 1/2 Susan Koleske
’ Monday, 1/3
8 AM Michael Lefeber Kajtzr??jl?:ley Jerry Julius Dave & Barb Plamann Jeff & Laura Darnick 9 AyM
St. Patrick Lilly Brandt Sandy Conradt
Sunday, 1/2 . Jean Lutz
B K
10 AM Ann., Randy, Kinze Karla oushley Mary Jo Kleiber | Eric & Crystal Zitzelsberger Mark Schultz Bill Komp
. Zitzelsberger Jean Julius
St. Denis Pat Learman



https://inmarysfootsteps2022.eventbrite.com/

MENN

LAW FIRM

Seymour ¢ 920-833-2356
Appleton  920-731-6631
Hortonville ¢ 920-779-4301
Green Bay « 920-435-4391
www.mennlaw.com

Tony Lauer Insurance
920-757-5915

An Independent Agency Representing

Ellington Mutual d E

Insurance Company i

W7822 Cty. Rd. MM, Hortonville, WI 54944

>\ Christensen & Wisnet
( -‘f,}*,sj-w Heating & Cooling
WS The "Good Guys"

Sales = Service * Installation

(920) 779-0151

www.cwgoodguys.com
to 70% on
osis!

Green Solutions = Save u
Heating & Cooling

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

Greenville EyeCare

Dr. Andrew J. Magiera, O.D.

"Caring Service That Everyone Can See"

N1739 Lily of the Valley Drive * Suite #2
Greenville, WI 54842

(920)-560-EYES

Creating Wedding Cakes To Remember
s by £
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Serving the Fox Valley for 20 years
Sally Korth 920-986-3442
N5331 Mayflower Rd, Shiocton
www.kakesbykorth.com
sally@kakesbykorth.com

s FOODS

323 East Main St., Hortonville, WI

BOF%EH DT
MODER-
FUMERAL HOMES &
CREMATION SERVICES
Shiocton & Hortonville
920-986-3191 / 920-779-4588

www.borchardtmoderfuneralhomes.com

<& StateFarm

Dan Gassner, Agent
432 E Main St, Hortonville
www.dangassner.com
Bus 920 779 0002

Fax 920 779 9993 -

Providing Insurance and Financial Services.

WKE L Coy

* New Construction

 Custom Design

CONSTRUCTION * Remodeling
INC. « Light Commercial

mikewilcoxconstructioninc @ gmail.com
Ph/Fax: (920) 841-6331
Parish Member

920-779-4471 o Fax: 920-779-4478

J ohn Ullmel‘, Parish Member
N7934 State Hwy 187 * Shiocton, WI 54710
Max g’

S WAEID (920) 585-4455
john.ullmer @gmail.com * Website: Blasterllc.com

s

Facebook: Blaster LLC.

- b

CONCRETE & COATINGS frrre-

Capital R

Fox Valley and Surrounc;/ng A;eas
Andy Rugotska ¢ (920) 427-5767

y; Joe Theisen
N 966 Quality Dr.

Greenville, WI 54942

Fax: (920)-757-6702

Email:
Jjoe@joescollisionandrestoration.com

820-757-6763

Foreign & Domestic Collision Repair
Classic Automobile Restoration  Fiber Glass Repair
Truck & SUV Accessories ® U-Haul Rentals

“The Yalley's Zuatity Repain Shop Sence 1979

PE’R’ORMH"(E Andy Nielsen

L“ H BI "G Parish Member

- 920.5I8.5.5370

JEZESKI ACCOUNTING
AND TAX SERVICE, LLP

Accredited Business Accountants, Certified QuickBook
Pro Advisors, Accredited Tax Preparers

113 N. Main St., Black Creek » 984-3555 » M-F 9-4
225 S. Main St., Seymour « 833-2207

During the summer months the Seymour office open by appt. only

MP# 837399

WWW.j ki.com .- T
or email us at jezeskicrew@aol.com
Call for a Day or Evening Appointment Today!
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Parish Members

N5507 Herman Rd., Shiocton, WI
920-986-1285

Compliments of
Sommers

Construction
Shiocton, WI

Parish Members

* Work-Life Balance
* Full-Time with Benefits

» Serve Your Community

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Mike Kaczmarek to place
an ad today!
mkaczmarek@4LPi.com or
(800) 950-9952 x2953

* Paid Training

* Some Travel

Contact us at careers@4lpi.com
www.4lpi.com/careers

Smiles
Design

BRYCE C. DUNATHAN, D.D.S.
BLAKE C.TREICHEL, D.D.S.
230 Towne Drive ¢ Hortonville, Wl 54944
Phone (920) 779-4533

MARY KAY®
KRIS STILEN

Independent Senior Sales Director
(715) 752-4326 * (920) 427-2677
Email: stilens@frontiernet.net

Website: www.marykay.com/kstilen

istinctive
Lan SB&IHII!I

920-810-4036

@
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SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL PARISH.
e

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com
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Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your email!

www.ParishesOnline.com

St. Patrick/Denis, Hortonville, Wl

A 4C 01-1281



