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opened and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in 6:30AM ~ Mass
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Reflections on the Church and America's New Religions - Part 3

Address delivered to Congress of Catholics and Public Life in
Madrid Spain on November 4, 2021 by Most Reverend José H.
Gomez, Archbishop of Los Angeles & President of the United
States Conference of Catholic Bishops

Parts 1 & 2 were published on December 26 and January 2,
respectively. Also available at archbishopgomez.org/blog

3. What Is to Be Done

That leads me to my final set of reflections. The question is:
What is to be done? How should the Church respond to these
new secular movements for social change?

My answer is simple. We need to proclaim Jesus Christ. Boldly,
creatively. We need to tell our story of salvation in a new way.
With charity and confidence, without fear. This is the Church’s
mission in every age and every cultural moment. We should
not be intimidated by these new religions of social justice and
political identity. The Gospel remains the most powerful force
for social change that the world has ever seen. And the Church
has been “antiracist” from the beginning. All are included in her
message of salvation. Jesus Christ came to announce the new
creation, the new man and the new woman, given power to
become children of God, renewed in the image of their Creator.

Jesus taught us to know and love God as our Father, and he
called his Church to carry that good news to the ends of the
earth — to gather, from every race and tribe and people,

the one worldwide family of God. That was the meaning of
Pentecost, when men and women from every nation under
heaven heard the Gospel in their own native language. That is
what St. Paul meant when he said that in Christ there is no Jew
or Greek, male or female, slave or free.

Of course, in the Church we have not always lived up to our
beautiful principles, or carried out the mission entrusted to us
by Christ. But the world does not need a new secular religion
to replace Christianity. It needs you and me to be better
witnesses. Better Christians. Let us begin by forgiving, loving,
sacrificing for others, putting away spiritual poisons like
resentment and envy.

Personally, | find inspiration in the saints and holy figures in my
country’s history. In this moment, | am looking especially to the
Servant of God Dorothy Day. For me, she offers an important
witness for how Catholics can work to change our social order
through radical detachment and love for the poor grounded in
the Beatitudes, the Sermon on the Mount, and the works of
mercy. She also had a keen sense that before we can change
the hearts of others, we have to change ourselves. She once
said: “I see only too clearly how bad people are. | wish | did not
see it so. It is my own sins that give me such clarity. But | cannot
worry much about your sins and miseries when | have so many
of my own. ... My prayer from day to day is that God will so
enlarge my heart that | will see you all, and live with you all,

in his love.” This is the attitude that we need right now, when
our society is so polarized and divided.

| am also drawing inspiration from the witness of Venerable
Augustus Tolton. His is an amazing and truly American story.

He was born in slavery, escaped into freedom with his mother,
and became the first black man to be ordained a priest in my
country. Father Tolton once said, “The Catholic Church deplores
a double slavery — that of the mind and that of the body. She
endeavors to free us of both.” Today, we need this confidence
in the power of the Gospel.

We are at risk right now of sliding into a new “tribalism,”

a pre-Christian idea of humanity as divided into competing
groups and factions. We need to live and proclaim the Gospel
as the true path to liberation from every slavery and injustice,
spiritual and material. In our preaching and practice, and
especially in our love for our neighbors, we need to bear
witness to God’s beautiful vision of our common humanity —
our common origin and common destiny in God.

Finally, in this hour I think the Church must be a voice for
individual conscience and tolerance, and we need to promote
greater humility and realism about the human condition.
Acknowledging our common humanity means recognizing our
common frailty. The truth is that we are all sinners, people who
want to do the right thing but often do not. That does not
mean we remain passive in the face of social injustice. Never!
But we do need to insist that fraternity cannot be built through
animosity or division. True religion does not seek to harm or
humiliate, to ruin livelihoods or reputations. True religion offers
a path for even the worst sinners to find redemption.

One last thought, my friends. And that is the reality of God’s
providence. We need to hold onto this supernatural
understanding, because it is true: God’s loving hand still guides
our lives and the course of nations. In the States, the Church is
preparing to celebrate [last] month the 490th anniversary of
the apparitions of Our Lady of Guadalupe, which marks the true
spiritual founding of America. And already, we are seeing signs
of an authentic religious awakening going on in America,
underneath all the controversy of our politics, the continued
clouds of the pandemic, all the uncertainty about where our
country is heading. | am confident that we will see this spiritual
awakening grow and spread in the coming decade, as we look
ahead to the 500th anniversary of the apparition. And Our
Lady’s words at Tepeyac continue to strengthen and inspire me:
“Am | not here, | who am your Mother? Are you not in my
shadow, under my protection?”

Thank you for your invitation and for listening today. May God
bless you all and may Our Lady of Guadalupe continue to
intercede for us!



Solemnity Mass Times Notes from the Parish Office

Sunday, January 9. . _ _ Join Us in Praying the Holy Rosary -
8 AM (SP) Parishioners of St. Patrick & St. Denis Parishes Sundays, 7:39 AM St. Patrick Parish, before the 8 AM Mass.
10 AM (SD) Living & Deceased Members of the Prayer Line -
Donald & Florence Ronk Family To add your prayer intention to the Prayer Line -
Monday, January 10 . . . Call 920-986-3421 or Email: cjvstraten51@gmail.com
6 PM (SD) Fr. Michael Thiel, for the Priest Himself Would you like to help pray for our parish family?
Tuesday, January 11 Contact: cjvstraten51@gmail.com, for prayer intention emails
6 PM (SD) Liz Lefeber, Anniversary of Baptism Parish Connections -
Wednesday, January 12 . If you know someone in a nursing home or is home bound that
8 AM (SD) Victor Wawiorka T would like to receive a card or visit, contact 920-757-5063.
Thursday, January 13 Bulletins -
6:30 AM (SP) Kyle Bender If you would like the parish bulletin mailed to you,
Saturday, January 15 please contact the parish office at 920-757-5090.
9 AM (SP) Morning Prayer Home Visit -
Sunday, January 16 . ' . If you or a family member who would like a visit from
8 AM (SP) Parishioners of St. Patrick & St. Denis Parishes Fr. Michael, please contact the parish office at 920-757-5090.

10 AM (SD) Shirley Beschta T

e

We are in need of regular adorers for Adoration » Start off 2022 by listening along to
on Wednesdays, 4-8 PM at St. Denis “The Bible in a Year Podcast” with
and Thursdays, 7 AM-Noon at St. Patrick. > Fr. Mike Schmitz and Jeff Cavins.
Please contact the Parish Office (920) 757-5090 SBCTETEN  This is available on Audible and other
if you can help for an hour or half an hour. Thank you. MMaMe]  podcast apps.

Monday, January 10 8th Annual Women’s Conference
Who Said Faith Wasn’t Fun? ". Receive Mercy and Find Grace Creating a
Join Fr. Michael Thiel as we ponder the Culture of Justice, Love, and Charity through
most important things in the most casual way. (Milmi Prayer, Communion and Discipleship
_ Monday, January 10, 7 PM 00TSTEPS Saturday, March 12, 2022
River Rail Bar & Banquet Hall, Shiocton ' Good Shepherd Catholic Church Chilton
. . . Featuring: Dr. Edward Sri, Mother Mary Catherine
Tuesday, January 11 Register at: inmarysfootsteps2022.eventbrite.com

The St. Patrick Parish Council will meet this Tuesday,
January 11, at 7 PM at the Parish Office. Men’s Conference
If you have a point of discussion, please contact
’ |
Vicky Pues | PuesonP@centurytel.net SAVE THE DATE!
Esto Vir Men’s Conference

Family of Faith Saturday, March 19 2022

Our Lady of Good Hel
Wednesday, January 12 Y g

Champion, Wisconsin
Join us at St. Denis for Family of Faith More details to come, EstoVir.com
6-8 PM in the Parish Hall

Liturgical Volunteers for Sunday, January 16 and Monday, January 17

DATE / TIME ALTAR SERVERS MUSICIANS LECTORS USHERS/GREETERS SACRISTANS COUNTERS
Sunday, 1/16
’ Monday, 1/17
8 AM Isaiah & Josiah Gassner Kajtzr??jl?:ley Pat Rynish Jeff & Laura Darnick Jeff & Laura Darnick 9 AyM
St. Patrick Sandy Conradt
Sunday, 1/16 . . Jean Lutz
B | h
10 AM Klnz?, Randy & Ann Karla oush ey Ann Shears Jim Shears Melanie Beyers Mary Pat Nussbaum
. Zitzelsberger Jean Julius Jerry Hooyman
St. Denis Mary Jo Johnson



https://inmarysfootsteps2022.eventbrite.com/
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Seymour ¢ 920-833-2356
Appleton  920-731-6631
Hortonville ¢ 920-779-4301
Green Bay « 920-435-4391
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Tony Lauer Insurance
920-757-5915
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Greenville EyeCare

Dr. Andrew J. Magiera, O.D.

"Caring Service That Everyone Can See"

N1739 Lily of the Valley Drive * Suite #2
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Serving the Fox Valley for 20 years
Sally Korth 920-986-3442
N5331 Mayflower Rd, Shiocton
www.kakesbykorth.com
sally@kakesbykorth.com

s FOODS

323 East Main St., Hortonville, WI
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FUMERAL HOMES &
CREMATION SERVICES
Shiocton & Hortonville
920-986-3191 / 920-779-4588

www.borchardtmoderfuneralhomes.com

<& StateFarm

Dan Gassner, Agent
432 E Main St, Hortonville
www.dangassner.com
Bus 920 779 0002

Fax 920 779 9993 -

Providing Insurance and Financial Services.
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* New Construction

 Custom Design

CONSTRUCTION * Remodeling
INC. « Light Commercial

mikewilcoxconstructioninc @ gmail.com
Ph/Fax: (920) 841-6331
Parish Member

920-779-4471 o Fax: 920-779-4478

J ohn Ullmel‘, Parish Member
N7934 State Hwy 187 * Shiocton, WI 54710
Max g’

S WAEID (920) 585-4455
john.ullmer @gmail.com * Website: Blasterllc.com
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Facebook: Blaster LLC.
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Capital R

Fox Valley and Surrounc;/ng A;eas
Andy Rugotska ¢ (920) 427-5767

y; Joe Theisen
N 966 Quality Dr.

Greenville, WI 54942

Fax: (920)-757-6702

Email:
Jjoe@joescollisionandrestoration.com

820-757-6763

Foreign & Domestic Collision Repair
Classic Automobile Restoration  Fiber Glass Repair
Truck & SUV Accessories ® U-Haul Rentals

“The Yalley's Zuatity Repain Shop Sence 1979

PE’R’ORMH"(E Andy Nielsen

L“ H BI "G Parish Member

- 920.5I8.5.5370

JEZESKI ACCOUNTING
AND TAX SERVICE, LLP

Accredited Business Accountants, Certified QuickBook
Pro Advisors, Accredited Tax Preparers

113 N. Main St., Black Creek » 984-3555 » M-F 9-4
225 S. Main St., Seymour « 833-2207

During the summer months the Seymour office open by appt. only

MP# 837399

WWW.j ki.com .- T
or email us at jezeskicrew@aol.com
Call for a Day or Evening Appointment Today!
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Parish Members

N5507 Herman Rd., Shiocton, WI
920-986-1285

Compliments of
Sommers

Construction
Shiocton, WI

Parish Members

* Work-Life Balance
* Full-Time with Benefits

» Serve Your Community

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Mike Kaczmarek to place
an ad today!
mkaczmarek@4LPi.com or
(800) 950-9952 x2953

* Paid Training

* Some Travel

Contact us at careers@4lpi.com
www.4lpi.com/careers

Smiles
Design

BRYCE C. DUNATHAN, D.D.S.
BLAKE C.TREICHEL, D.D.S.
230 Towne Drive ¢ Hortonville, Wl 54944
Phone (920) 779-4533

MARY KAY®
KRIS STILEN

Independent Senior Sales Director
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Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your email!

www.ParishesOnline.com

St. Patrick/Denis, Hortonville, Wl

A 4C 01-1281



