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Lay Ministry Schedule for Next Weekend July 25-26
Lector EMHC
4:30 p.m. - SMC - Saturday July 25, 2026
Coleen Bogner Smiths
8:00 a.m. - ICC - Sunday, July 26, 2026

Liz Nunley

Altar Server
Betty Shearer
Katie Bogner

10:30 a.m. - SMC - Sunday, July 26, 2026
Bob Eckert Browns &Mikey

Larry

Alicia Aguire

Daily Mass:  6:30am at the Convent in Lacon (Monday-Friday)
7:00am at the Convent in Lacon (Saturday)

11:00am at the Lacon Nursing/Rehab (Sunday)

Sacraments

Baptism:
Please contact the Parish Office at least one month in advance to schedule
the Baptism preparation. Both parents and godparents are required to
attend a Baptism class prior to the Baptism.
Matrimony;:
Please contact the Parish Office at least eight months in advance to
schedule the wedding and begin the marriage preparation program.
Confessions:
Wednesdays: ICC Lacon 4:15pm-5:15pm
Saturdays: SMC Henry 3:15pm-4:15pm

Thursday before First Friday: SMC Henry 6:00pm-8:00pm

First Friday: ICC Lacon 7:15am-7:45am
Other times by appointment with a priest.
Anointing of the Sick:
Please contact the Parish Office to schedule. If admitted to the hospital,
please be sure at check-in to register your faith and your parish. In case of
medical emergency, please call Fr. Pica at any time and follow automated
directions for emergency calls.
Christian Stewardship
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish is a family of families. And as a Parish
Family we are asked to be faithful stewards of the gifts God has given
each of us. Please share your faith and prayers, your time, your talents,
and your treasures as we seek to faithfully live the
Gospel; to Go and Mike Disciples of All Nations.
Are you new or Just Visiting?

Welcome to Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish! We are glad you are here
with us. I hope to personally welcome you after Mass if you are able to say
hil May God reward you! ~ Father Pica

Bulletin Deadline: Submit items in writing or email by noon Monday at
the Parish Office in Lacon, I1.

Online bulletin: www.parishesonline.com

If hospitalized or homebound, please notify our Parish office
309-246-5145 or Fr. Pica 309-270-1052.

Prayer line: If you have a need for special prayer,
please contact the office at 309-246-5145

Looking Ahead at IHM Parish
July 19 THM Youth Group @SMC 4-5:15 pm
July 20 THM Parish Council @IC Hall 6:00pm
July 24 Faith &Family Night @Peoria Chiefs Game Dozer
Park 7:05pm
July 25 St. Joseph Men’s Group @SMC 7-8am

“The most important person on earth is a mother... She
has built something more magnificent than any
cathedral a dwelling place for an immortal soul, the
tiny perfection of her baby’s body.”

~ Joseph Cardinal Mindzenty

Prayer For Life: Dear Heavenly Father, I thank my
Mom and Dad for my birth. I love life, T love living.  (hwse i
In Jesus name I pray. Amen

i

Let us pray, - Almighty and eternal God, you have appointed
your only-begotten Son the Redeemer of the world, and willed
to be appeased by his Blood. Grant we beg of you, that we may
worthily adore this price of our salvation, and through its power
be safeguarded from the evils of the present life, so that we may
rejoice in its fruits forever in heaven. Through the same Christ

our Lord. Amen.

Online Giving!
New to Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish!

Give Online now, or set up weekly
or monthly online giving. Use the
OR Code with your phone!

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Support
Thank you for your generosity!

July 12, 2026 YTD YTD Budget
i 8,077
Actual Collection $3.156  $7.874 $8,
[Weekly Budget: $4,038] ($203)
462

Bldgs. &Grounds $130 $930 $
[Weekly Budget: $231] ($468)

i i 3,846
Capital Campaign $450  $1.265 $ 8
[Orange Env. Bdgt. $1,923] ($2,581)
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+IMJ+
Dear Parishioners,

Praised be Jesus Christ! -Now and forever!

Below Pope St. John Paul 11, in Chapter 111, Dies Ecclesiae- The Day of the Church- describes how the Sunday Obligation came to be
part of the Universal Law of the Catholic Church. As you will read, the Sunday obligation was not an imposed obligation, but rather a
custom throughout the practice of the Christian life that became a normative Law of the Church, only when apathy and ignorance began
to be more common. In our day and age, tragically some have become apathetic or negligent in the practice of the faith and the
catechizing of their children and so the Sunday Obligation, may be seen by some as an imposed obligation. This belief and practice,
however, contradicts the reality that the Church is our Mother, and she desires our good always, and so, just as when one is sick a Mom
will nourish the sick patient with chicken broth or soup, so too does our Mother call us to live according to the Gospel as has been
handed down to us through Divine Revelation, namely, Sacred Scripture, Sacred Tradition, and the Magisterium of the Church- and so

Sunday Mass and Mass on Holy Days of Obligation we are obliged to attend Mass under penalty of grave sin.
From Dies Domini (1998)- an Apostolic Letter to the Bishops, Clergy, and Faithful of the Catholic Church on Keeping the Lord’s Day Holy- Pope St. John Paul IL.

The Sunday obligation

to remind the faithful of the need to take part in the liturgical assembly. "Leave everything on the Lord's Day", urges the third century
text known as the Didascalia, "and run diligently to your assembly, because it is your praise of God. Otherwise, what excuse will they
make to God, those who do not come together on the Lord's Day to hear the word of life and feed on the divine nourishment which lasts
forever?".(75) The faithful have generally accepted this call of the Pastors with conviction of soul and, although there have been times
and situations when this duty has not been perfectly met, one should never forget the genuine heroism of priests and faithful who have
fulfilled this obligation even when faced with danger and the denial of religious freedom, as can be documented from the first centuries
of Christianity up to our own time.

In his first Apology addressed to the Emperor Antoninus and the Senate, Saint Justin proudly described the Christian practice of the
Diocletian, their assemblies were banned with the greatest severity, many_were courageous enough to defy the imperial decree and
accepted death rather than miss the Sunday Eucharist. This was the case of the martyrs of Abitina, in Proconsular Africa, who replied to

their accusers: "Without fear of any kind we have celebrated the Lord's Supper, because it cannot be missed; _that is our law"; "We
cannot live without the Lord's Supper". As she confessed her faith, one of the martyrs said: "Yes, I went to the assembly and I celebrated

heartedness or negligence of some, that the Church had to make explicit the duty to attend Sunday Mass: more often than not, this was
done in the form of exhortation, but at times the Church had to resort to specific canonical precepts. This was the case in a number of
local Councils from the fourth century onwards (as at the Council of Elvira of 300, which speaks not of an obligation but of penalties
after three absences)(78) and most especially from the sixth century onwards (as at the Council of Agde in 506).(79) These decrees of
local Councils led to a universal practice, the obligatory character of which was taken as something quite normal.(80)

The Code of Canon Law of 1917 for the first time gathered this tradition into a universal law.(81) The present Code reiterates this,
saying that "on Sundays and other holy days of obligation the faithful are bound to attend Mass".(82) This legislation has normally been
understood as entailing a grave obligation: this is the teaching of the Catechism of the Catholic Church,(83) and it is easy to understand
why if we keep in mind how vital Sunday is for the Christian life.

[Viva Cristo Rey!
Father Pica



St. Mary Magdalene is one of the greatest saints of the Bible and a legendary
example of God's mercy and grace. The precise dates of her birth and death are
unknown, but we do know she was present with Christ during his public
ministry, death and resurrection. She is mentioned at least a dozen times in the
Gospels.

Mary Magdalene has long been regarded as a prostitute or sexually immoral in
western Christianity, but this is not supported in the scriptures. It is believed
she was a Jewish woman who lived among Gentiles, living as they did.

The Gospels agree that Mary was originally a great sinner. Jesus cast seven
demons out of her when he met her. After this, she told several women she
associated with and these women also became followers.

There is also debate over if Mary Magdalene is the same unnamed women, a
sinner, who weeps and washes Jesus' feet with her hair in the Gospel of John.
Scholars are skeptical this is the same person.

MARY MAGDALENE
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CONFERENCE

A Day of Faith, Mercy & Inspiration

“Fear is Useless,
What is Needed is Trust.”

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION
AUGUST 15 2026

L-P TOWNSHIP HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM
541 Chartres St.
La Salle, IL 61301

-
FATHER CHRIS ALAR LIZ KELLY STANCHI.;\'A I FATHER DAN REEHIL CHRISTINE WATKINS
National Provincial Community Leader for Priest and Exorcist Founder of
Superior of the the Women’s Foundation . :
National Shrine of the | at Bishop Barron’s for e Dl(.)cese . Qneegfl Facedis
Divine Mercy in Word on Fire Institute, Nashville, (via: recorded video)
Stockbridge, and internationally Tennessee
Massachusetts recognized and award (via: recorded video)

winning author/co-author
of more than a dozen books.

—————— WHAT TO EXPECT

‘ ‘ 1&
\ h“wi
TESTIMONY ON THE \

(via: recorded video)

POWER OF THE ROSARY !

ADORATION ‘ AND THE CHAPLET OF Bo,?vlfxlevX:;%EBE
& CONFESSIONS ROSARY DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET OF ‘
(via: recorded video) DIVINE MERCY FOR SALE

JOIN US FOR A I) AY TO GROW IN FAITH \'\I) DEVOTION

I'o Jesus through Mary!
& FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 779/201-0544




Join IHM Parish for
Faith & Family Night
with the Peoria Chiefs
Friday, July 24, 2026

Dozer Park, Peoria

Peoria Chiefs v. W. Michigan
Whitecaps

Gates open: 5:30 pm

First pitch: 7:.05 pm

Seats in Section 103
Hawaiian Tee Shirt Giveaway
Fireworks after the game

Tickets $12 each
Call Chuck (312-282-8953) or
Brady (309-643-9101)

St. Joseph
Men’s Group*

at%‘:%&é;oéla?n THE SEARGH

FRO FORMED.ORG

at St. Mary Center | W%%@Wu’%&%%7

" @STMARY CENTER
JULY 26 @ 4-5:15 PN
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HENRY « WASHBURN CHAPELS
William Johnson

LENZ MEMORIAL HOME

"Over A Century of Funeral Service"

(309) 246-2465

823 East Fifth St. Lacon, IL 61540

+(309) 364-3981

/»;‘;:Ei,z , 3 Qrmm[@enmt‘ty § &

Owner
[ - e gt : i“wse::
“Dr. Richard P. June, D.D.S., P.C.
AT 77309 Edward Street MidAmerica
. Mewy IL 61587 NarionALBANK.

your bank for life
0000

midnatbank.com 309-364-2302

SNYDER ‘? VILLAGE

Your Place to Call Home

(309) 367-4300
www.snydervillage.com

WIOMING World
P " Famous
Oum Granites

Friendly, Experienced, Compassionate Staff
Mon-Fri 9am-4pm « Sat 9am-Noon
Anytime by Appt. Or Stop By Our Showroom

Robert B. & Robert J. Groter 309-695-2981
600 S. 7th St. e Wyoming

Let Go.
Let God.

Advertise in

312 Jefferson St, Henry
Office: 309-364-3672
Mobile: 309-238-3670
Fax: 309-364-2666
Email: edhartwigtrucking@frontier.com
Web: www.edhartwigtrucking.com

Our

Church Bulletin!

Contact Michelle Crites

mcrites@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2256

Now Offering
PAYROLL Services!

Dan O’Connor, CPA
Phone (309) 246-3111
OConnor3111@gmail.com

By /i( O’Connor Ventures, Inc.
p S = For All Your Accountmg,Tax and

Business Needs

Early morning, evening &

111 N. Washington
weekend appointments available

Lacon, IL 61540

Does your

organization need

a hewsletter?

We'll cover the
printing costs!

Learn more at
Ipicommunities.com

AP HartElectric..

Wire Harness Manufacturer
www.hartelectric.net

815.348.1625

AUTO | HOME
LIFE | BUSINESS
RETIREMENT

Jonathan Krieghauser
311 5th St | Lacon, IL
309-246-2570
jonathan.krieghauser@
countryfinancial.com

ADT-Monitored Home Security

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

Authorized
Provider

(a7 SafeStreets

MDMedAlert' ™

sk md-medalert.com

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

+« Ambulance/Police
+ Family/Friends
v GPS & Fall Alert

{5 8008089204 20 @

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

COUNTRY COMFORT
RETIREMENT HOMES

Licensed Assisted Living &
Alzheimer’s Special Care

"Quallty First,
It is the heart of the matter.”
615 Patricla Lane — Henry, IL 61537

(309) 364-3607
WWW. Vi

COUNTRY
COMFORT

SMiITH CONSTRUCTION

2 502 Front St.
Henry, IL 61537

Office: 309-364-2329

Graham Smith

RETIREMENT HOMES, INC

To schedule a tour or professional screening
for you or your loved one call today!

Light Commercial Owner
New Homes - Remodeling

Room Additions

Get this bulletin
delivered straight to

Scan to subscribe on
parishesonline.com

24 Hour Service
1-800-782-7491

[NESCO -

ENERGY SPECIAUSTS CO (315) 452-2496

Heating ¢ Air Conditioning ¢ Plumbing
Electrical « Generators and Directional Boring
224 N. MAIN ST.  STREATOR, IL LASALLE, IL
TOLUCA, IL (815) 672-4958  (815) 224-2332
(815) 452-2332

FREE AD DESIGN
WITH PURCHASE OF
THIS SPACE

Call 800.950.9952

Immaculate Conception / Tri-Parish,

your inbox every week.

catholicmaich’

llinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

Monuments

Engraving & Vases
Landscaping Rocks

313 Cedar St., Chillicothe

274-4806
01-1285

Lacon, IL



