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IMMACULATE HEART
OF MARY PARISH

Parish Office: Monday-Thursday 9am-3pm Pastor: Fr. Michael Pica Parish Staff Directory:
415 N. High Street, Lacon, IL 61540 309-270-1052 Director of Religious Education: Christy Beall
309-246-5145 pastor@ihmcatholic.church 309-238-3394 CCD (Sept-Apr) Sundays 9:15-10: 15am

parishoffice@ihmcatholic.church Parsh websica: St. Mary Center Manager (Henry)

Secretary: Jill Franklin ihmcatholic.church Dawn Glenn: 309-364-2011
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Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 2

Lay Ministry Schedule for Next Weekend Aug, 1-2
Lector EMHC
4:30 p.m. - SMC - Saturday Aug.1, 2026

Altar Server

Dirk Nauman

8:00 a.m. - ICC - Sunday, Aug. 2, 2026

Michelle Lacey- Nauman James

Rodney Femnholz ~ Gwen Balensiefen Larry
10:30 a.m. - SMC - Sunday, Aug. 2, 2026
Seth Chambers Margy Mattern Mikey

Daily Mass: 6:30am at the Convent in Lacon (Monday-Friday)
7:00am at the Convent in Lacon (Saturday)

11:00am at the Lacon Nursing/Rehab (Sunday)

Sacraments

Baptism:
Please contact the Parish Office at least one month in advance to schedule
the Baptism preparation. Both parents and godparents are required to
attend a Baptism class prior to the Baptism.
Matrimony;:
Please contact the Parish Office at least eight months in advance to
schedule the wedding and begin the marriage preparation program.
Confessions:
Wednesdays: ICC Lacon 4:15pm-5:15pm
Saturdays: SMC Henry 3:15pm-4:15pm

Thursday before First Friday: SMC Henry 6:00pm-8:00pm

First Friday: ICC Lacon 7:15am-7:45am
Other times by appointment with a priest.
Anointing of the Sick:
Please contact the Parish Office to schedule. If admitted to the hospital,
please be sure at check-in to register your faith and your parish. In case of
medical emergency, please call Fr. Pica at any time and follow automated
directions for emergency calls.
Christian Stewardship
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish is a family of families. And as a Parish
Family we are asked to be faithful stewards of the gifts God has given
each of us. Please share your faith and prayers, your time, your talents,
and your treasures as we seek to faithfully live the
Gospel; to Go and Mike Disciples of All Nations.
Are you new or Just Visiting?

Welcome to Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish! We are glad you are here
with us. I hope to personally welcome you after Mass if you are able to say
hil May God reward you! ~ Father Pica

Bulletin Deadline: Submit items in writing or email by noon Monday at
the Parish Office in Lacon, I1.

Online bulletin: www.parishesonline.com

If hospitalized or homebound, please notify our Parish office
309-246-5145 or Fr. Pica 309-270-1052.

Prayer line: If you have a need for special prayer,
please contact the office at 309-246-5145

Looking Ahead at IHM Parish

Aug. 1 1* Sat. Mass @ SMC 8:00am

Aug. 2 CCD Registration begins

Aug. 5 Mary’s Heart Meeting @ IC Hall 6:00pm

1* Friday Preparation:
Aug. 6/7 . .
g Adoration & Confession

Aug. 14 Family Game Night @ SM Center 6:00pm

Aug. 15 Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

*Not a Holy Day of Obligation
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Month of the""‘
Yecious Blood

©LPi

Let us pray, - Almighty and eternal God, you have appointed
your only-begotten Son the Redeemer of the world, and willed
to be appeased by his Blood. Grant we beg of you, that we may
worthily adore this price of our salvation, and through its power

be safeguarded from the evils of the present life, so that we
may rejoice in its fruits forever in heaven. Through the same
Christ our Lord. Amen.

O Most Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, we honor, worship and
adore Thee. Heal the wounds our souls and wash away the sins
of the whole world. O Precious Blood, have mercy. Amen.

Online Giving!
New to Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish!

Give Online now, or set up weekly
or monthly online giving. Use the
OR Code with your phone!

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Support
Thank you for your generosity!

July 19, 2026 YTD YTD Budget
i 12,115
Actual Collection $2.675  $10.549 $ L]
[Weekly Budget: $4,038] -$1,566
692
Bldgs. &Grounds $210  $1.155 $
[Weekly Budget: $231] $463
i i 5,769
Capital Campaign $1.150  $2.415 $5, A
[Orange Env. Bdgt. $1,923] -$3.,354
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+IMJ+
Dear Parishioners,
Praised be Jesus Christ! Now and forever!

Below Pope St. John Paul 11, in Chapter 111, Dies Ecclesiae- The Day of the Church- continues his treatment of the Sunday Obligation
and how it has become Universal Ecclesial Law- to which all Catholics are obliged to follow save falling into grave and often mortal sin.
The responsibility to catechize and teach the faithful regarding the Sunday Obligation, also Holy Days of Obligation, is first and
foremost the responsibility of the Bishop, and it is shared by the pastors of Parishes. This is why you often hear me speak about the
Obligation for Catholics to attend Sunday Mass and Holy Day Mass (Holy Days of Obligation).

So. do we ever get a break from Mass? Well, to answer this question let me ask: Are you ever not a Beloved Child of the Father? Is there
a break from our or your call to be holy in this life? The answer to both is: No! And so, no, there are no breaks from attending Mass on
Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation- and if one does not have a grave reason for missing Mass on Sundays and/or Holy Days of
Obligation, then one falls into grave sin, if not Mortal Sin, and thus is in need of making a good confession, before presenting oneself to
receive Holy Communion.

Also, you may notice that in our Bulletin, we always have a few Sunday Evening Masses listed, well, that is to help you, the faithful, to
know that there are Sunday Evening Masses that are available- especially for those who are in need of a Sunday Evening Mass option
from time to time. Furthermore, I am in the rotation of priests scheduled to celebrate the 5:30pm Mass at Holy Rosary in LaSalle- for the
reasons Pope St. John Paul II states below!

From Dies Domini (1998)- an Apostolic Letter to the Bishops, Clergy, and Faithful of the Catholic Church on Keeping the Lord’s Day Holy- Pope St. John Paul IL.

The Sunday obligation (cont.)

48. Today,_as in the heroic times of the beginning, many who wish to live in accord with the demands of their faith are being faced with
difficult situations in various parts of the world. They live in surroundings which are sometimes decidedly hostile and at other times —
more frequently in fact — indifferent and unresponsive to the Gospel message. If believers are not to be overwhelmed, they must be able
to count on the support of the Christian community. This is why they must be convinced that it is crucially important for the life of faith
that they should come together with others on Sundays to celebrate the Passover of the Lord in the sacrament of the New Covenant. It is

the institution of evening Masses(86)_and the provision which allows the obligation to be fulfilled from Saturday evening onwards
starting at the time of First Vespers of Sunday.(87) From a liturgical point of view, in fact, holy days begin with First Vespers.(88)
Consequently, the liturgy of what is sometimes called the "Vigil Mass" is in effect the "festive" Mass of Sunday, at which the celebrant
is required to preach the homily and recite the Prayer of the Faithful.

Moreover, Pastors should remind the faithful that when they are away from home on Sundays they_are to take care to attend Mass

warm sense of welcome to visiting brothers and sisters, especially in places which attract many tourists and pilgrims, for whom it will
often be necessary to provide special religious assistance.(89)

[Viva Cristo Rey!
ASSUMPTION OF THE Father Pica
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
Saturday, August 15

HOLY DAY MASSES

*NOT A HOLY DAY OF OBLIGATION

ST. MARY CHURCH
8:00AM*

IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION CHURCH
12:00PM*

*Social after each Mass
in SM Center & IC Hall
respectively
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Meet Our Seminarians

Brennen O'Keeffe

Jared Hernandez

THE SEARGH
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" @STIARY CENTER

Seminary: Mundelein Seminary: Entered 2024, Class of 2031

Why did you become a seminarian?

As long as I can remember, I have had a desire to do something great with my life. The majority of my life, I
have spent chasing greatness in sports and music. While I continue to love both, the pursuit has left me
restless and unfulfilled. During my time in college, I began to grow in my relationship with God through
daily Mass and adoration. It was in these moments of deep prayer and silence that the Lord filled me with
peace and joy, showing me that true greatness is to do His will. So after graduating, I discerned it was God’s
will for me to enter seminary.

What did you do before seminary?

Graduated from Belmont University in Nashville, Tennessee. I was pursuing a career in the music industry
as a songwriter.

An interesting fact about you:

I am featured in a country music video with over one million views on YouTube.

Seminary: Immaculate Heart of Mary Seminary: Entered 2023, Class of 2031

Why did you become a seminarian?

In my youth, on one Saturday night in adoration, I urged Jesus to reveal his plans for my life. Towards the
end of the hour, in the silence, I felt Jesus say to me, “priesthood.” Then, in the pandemic of 2020, I
surrendered my will to God and received many graces. One of those graces was the freedom to enter
seminary and I am now on the path to become the person God created me to be.

What did you do before seminary?

I attended Alleman Catholic High School in Rock Island. I was also an altar server for Spanish Masses at St.

Mary’s Moline.
An interesting fact about you:
I grew up playing the trumpet and soccer. I speak Spanish, and I like watching the Chosen series.

ITHM 2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal
June Update

To be #of

JULY 26 @ 4-5:15 P Goal  Pledged  Received 5 dged  Donors

$50,457  $42,837.50 $41,552.50 $7,619.50 87



You are invited
to a family
game night!

Fun - Laughter - Community

2026

July 26,

\’

@ 6pm at the St.
Mary Center

What will it be like?

e Assorted board games
e Card games

e Bags/Cornhole

e Pizza, snacks, and
refreshments

The Seventeenth Sunday of Ordinary Time

Friday, August 14th

FOLLOWING IN

SATURDAY, AUGUST 22"

0:30-7:00 P.M.

Come and learn more about the inspiring
and holy life of Venerable Fulton J. Sheen,
who will be Beatified on September 24,
2026. Hear stories about Sheen, including
little known facts and fun trivia. Most
importantly, learn about lessons from
Fulton Sheen that we can emulate in our
own walk with Christ.

PIZZA WILL BE SERVED FOLLOWING 4:30 MASS
TALK WILL BEGIN AT 6:00 P.M.

SPEAKER:

Katie is the creator of the
Teaching with Fulton Sheen
Curriculum as well a regular

volunteer at Fulton Sheen’s
tomb and the Sheen Museum.

ST. MARY CENTER, 401 SOUTH STREET, HENRY
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QUESTIONS? CONTACT: KATHERINE.BOGNER@GMAIL.COM OR 309-238-3587
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HENRY « WASHBURN CHAPELS
William Johnson

LENZ MEMORIAL HOME

"Over A Century of Funeral Service"

(309) 246-2465

823 East Fifth St. Lacon, IL 61540

+(309) 364-3981
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Owner
[ - e gt : i“wse::
“Dr. Richard P. June, D.D.S., P.C.
AT 77309 Edward Street MidAmerica
. Mewy IL 61587 NarionALBANK.

your bank for life
0000

midnatbank.com 309-364-2302

SNYDER ‘? VILLAGE

Your Place to Call Home

(309) 367-4300
www.snydervillage.com

WIOMING World
P " Famous
Oum Granites

Friendly, Experienced, Compassionate Staff
Mon-Fri 9am-4pm « Sat 9am-Noon
Anytime by Appt. Or Stop By Our Showroom

Robert B. & Robert J. Groter 309-695-2981
600 S. 7th St. e Wyoming

Let Go.
Let God.

Advertise in

312 Jefferson St, Henry
Office: 309-364-3672
Mobile: 309-238-3670
Fax: 309-364-2666
Email: edhartwigtrucking@frontier.com
Web: www.edhartwigtrucking.com

Our

Church Bulletin!

Contact Michelle Crites

mcrites@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2256

Now Offering
PAYROLL Services!

Dan O’Connor, CPA
Phone (309) 246-3111
OConnor3111@gmail.com

By /i( O’Connor Ventures, Inc.
p S = For All Your Accountmg,Tax and

Business Needs

Early morning, evening &

111 N. Washington
weekend appointments available

Lacon, IL 61540

Does your

organization need

a hewsletter?

We'll cover the
printing costs!

Learn more at
Ipicommunities.com

AP HartElectric..

Wire Harness Manufacturer
www.hartelectric.net

815.348.1625

AUTO | HOME
LIFE | BUSINESS
RETIREMENT

Jonathan Krieghauser
311 5th St | Lacon, IL
309-246-2570
jonathan.krieghauser@
countryfinancial.com

ADT-Monitored Home Security

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

Authorized
Provider

(a7 SafeStreets

MDMedAlert' ™

sk md-medalert.com

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

+« Ambulance/Police
+ Family/Friends
v GPS & Fall Alert

{5 8008089204 20 @

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

COUNTRY COMFORT
RETIREMENT HOMES

Licensed Assisted Living &
Alzheimer’s Special Care

"Quallty First,
It is the heart of the matter.”
615 Patricla Lane — Henry, IL 61537

(309) 364-3607
WWW. Vi

COUNTRY
COMFORT

SMiITH CONSTRUCTION

2 502 Front St.
Henry, IL 61537

Office: 309-364-2329

Graham Smith

RETIREMENT HOMES, INC

To schedule a tour or professional screening
for you or your loved one call today!

Light Commercial Owner
New Homes - Remodeling

Room Additions

Get this bulletin
delivered straight to

Scan to subscribe on
parishesonline.com

24 Hour Service
1-800-782-7491

[NESCO -

ENERGY SPECIAUSTS CO (315) 452-2496

Heating ¢ Air Conditioning ¢ Plumbing
Electrical « Generators and Directional Boring
224 N. MAIN ST.  STREATOR, IL LASALLE, IL
TOLUCA, IL (815) 672-4958  (815) 224-2332
(815) 452-2332

FREE AD DESIGN
WITH PURCHASE OF
THIS SPACE

Call 800.950.9952

Immaculate Conception / Tri-Parish,

your inbox every week.

catholicmaich’

llinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

Monuments

Engraving & Vases
Landscaping Rocks

313 Cedar St., Chillicothe

274-4806
01-1285

Lacon, IL



