Saint Mary
Church

401 South Street
Henry, IL 61537

Immaculate Conception
Church
412 N. Center Street
Lacon, IL 61540

OF MARY PARISH

Parish Office: Monday-Thursday 9am-3pm
415 N. High Street, Lacon, IL 61540
309-246-5145
parishoffice@ihmcatholic.church
Secretary: Jill Franklin

Pastor: Fr. Michael Pica Parish Staff Directory:
309-270-1052 Director of Religious Education: Christy Beall

pastor@ihmcatholic.church 309-238-3394 CCD (Sept-Apr) Sundays 9:15-10: 15am

Parish website: St. Mary Center Manager (Henry)

ihmcadiclic.chch Dawn Glenn: 309-364-2011

Twenty-First Sunday of Ordinary Time
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August 23, 2026

. Mass Intentions & Liturgy Schedule
e 4 Q SMC = St. Mary Church, Henry
A5 R ICC = Immaculate Conception, Lacon
& = .) }" (ProPopulo—DMass for the People of the Parish)

<
N The Twenty-First Sunday of Ordinary Time Aug. 22-23
)€y Saturday Vigil  4:30pm  SMC +Barb Lou

. lﬁ Sunday 8:00am ICC +Doreen Heilstedt
y 10:30am SMC Pro Populo

Weekday Masses

Mon. Aug.24 8:00am SMC +Andy Bogner
e Tues. Aug. 25 No Mass
..... i Wed. Aug. 26 5:30pm ICC +Connie Murphy
: Thurs. Aug. 27 7:30am  SMC +Karol Real
""" * Fri. Aug. 28 8:00am ICC +Sharon Benz

=0y NEXT WEEKEND August 29-30

V,

Saturday Vigil 4:30pm SMC +Joan Kaliher
+ Sunday 8:00am ICC +Rosic Wunder
+ 21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME -« 10:30am SMC Pro Populo

"YOU ARE

/7 NEED A SUNDAY EVENING MASS?

"
T H E M E S S I A H o Q = 5:00pm at St. Thomas, 904 E. Lake Ave, Peoria Heights

~
e

o VY 9 5:30pm at Queen of the Holy Rosary, 529 4th St, LaSalle
Ees=="7 NG e 7:30pm at St. Philomena, 1000 W. Albany, Peoria

SO ATES



Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish 2

Lay Ministry Schedule for Next Weekend Aug. 29-30

Lector EMHC Altar Server
4:30 p.m. - SMC - Saturday Aug.29, 2026

Betty Shearer Father Pica D. Smith
8:00 a.m. - ICC - Sunday, Aug. 30, 2026

Rodney Feinholz Stephen Martinek Larry

10:30 a.m. - SMC - Sunday, Aug. 30, 2026

Seth Chambers Amy Anderson M. Chambers

Daily Mass: 6:30am at the Convent in Lacon (Monday-Friday)
7:00am at the Convent in Lacon (Saturday)

11:00am at the Lacon Nursing/Rehab (Sunday)

Sacraments

Baptism:
Please contact the Parish Office at least one month in advance to schedule
the Baptism preparation. Both parents and godparents are required to
attend a Baptism class prior to the Baptism.
Matrimony;:
Please contact the Parish Office at least eight months in advance to
schedule the wedding and begin the marriage preparation program.
Confessions:
Wednesdays: ICC Lacon 4:15pm-5:15pm
Saturdays: SMC Henry 3:15pm-4:15pm

Thursday before First Friday: SMC Henry 6:00pm-8:00pm

First Friday: ICC Lacon 7:15am-7:45am
Other times by appointment with a priest.
Anointing of the Sick:
Please contact the Parish Office to schedule. If admitted to the hospital,
please be sure at check-in to register your faith and your parish. In case of
medical emergency, please call Fr. Pica at any time and follow automated
directions for emergency calls.
Christian Stewardship

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish is a family of families. And as a Parish
Family we are asked to be faithful stewards of the gifts God has given
each of us. Please share your faith and prayers, your time, your talents,
and your treasures as we seek to faithfully live the

Gospel; to Go and Mike Disciples of All Nations.

Are you new or Just Visiting?

Welcome to Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish! We are glad you are here
with us. I hope to personally welcome you after Mass if you are able to say
hil May God reward you! ~ Father Pica

Bulletin Deadline: Submit items in writing or email by noon Monday at
the Parish Office in Lacon, I1.

Online bulletin: www.parishesonline.com

If hospitalized or homebound, please notify our Parish office
309-246-5145 or Fr. Pica 309-270-1052.

Prayer line: If you have a need for special prayer,
please contact the office at 309-246-5145

Looking Ahead at IHM Parish
1¥ Day of CCD

Aug. 23 (Please Bring $75.00 registration fee)
SM Center 9:15-10:25am
I[HM Youth Group
Aug. 23
18 SM Center 4:00pm
1" Friday Preparation: Adoration & Confession
Sept. 3

SMC 6:00-8:00pm
1* Friday Preparation: ICC
Sept. 4 Confessions 7:15am
Adoration 8:30-10:00am
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Online Giving!
New to Immaculate Heart of
Mary Parish!

Give Online now, or set up weekly
or monthly online giving. Use the
OR Code with your phone!

Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Support
Thank you for your generosity!

Aug. 16, 2026 YTD YTD Budget
i 28,269
Actual Collection $3.002  $23.591 $28, 7
[Weekly Budget: $4,038] -$4,678
1,615

Bldgs. &Grounds $100  $2.180 $1,
[Weekly Budget: $231] $565

i i 13,462
Capital Campaign S1.180  $6.226 $13,
[Orange Env. Bdgt. $1,923] -$7,236



The Twenty-First Sunday of Ordinary Time August 23, 2026 3

+JM J+
Dear Parishioners,
Praised be Jesus Christ! -Now and forever!
Chapter IV, Dies Hominis- Sunday: Day of Joy, Rest and Solidarity- We are now beginning chapter four of the Encyclical Letter, in
which Pope St. John Paul 1T speaks of the Day of the Lord as the Day of Man. In this section he speaks about how we participate in the
Life of God each week by living the Sabbath in Joy. We are to have joy each Sunday, because it is a weekly Easter- remembrance of the
victory of Christ! Christian joy differs from human joy in that it endures, and is not a fleeting feeling or emotion. We are thus to be
witnesses of joy in our day-to-day lives and so bear witness to Christ!
From Dies Domini (1998)- an Apostolic Letter to the Bishops, Clergy, and Faithful of the Catholic Church on Keeping the Lord’s Day Holy- Pope St. John Paul II.

The "full joy" of Christ

55. "Blessed be he who has raised the great day of Sunday above all other days. The heavens and the earth, angels and of men give
themselves over to joy".(99) This cry of the Maronite liturgy captures well the intense acclamations of joy which have always
characterized Sunday in the liturgy of both East and West. Moreover, historically — even before it was seen as a day of rest, which in

"On the first day_of the week, you shall all rejoice", urges the Didascalia. (100) This was also emphasized by liturgical practice, through
the choice of appropriate gestures. (101) Voicing an awareness widespread in the Church, Saint Augustine describes the joy of the
weekly Easter: "Fasting, is set aside and prayers are said standing, as a sign of the Resurrection, which is also why the Alleluia is sung
on every Sunday". (102)

56. Beyond particular ritual forms, which can vary in time depending upon Church discipline, there remains the fact that Sunday, as a

Spirit (cf. Rom 14:17; Gal 5:22).

[Viva Cristo Rey!
Father Pica

Family Game Night!

Last Friday Night (August 14) we gathered for some food, fellowship, and fun! Many games were
played by all! Thank you especially to Brady and Emma Neuhalfen and all others who helped
make Family Game Night happen!
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Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish

Meet Our Seminarians

Seminary: Mundelein Seminary: Entered 2019, Class of 2027
Why did you become a seminarian?
After being timidly intrigued by the priesthood for many years, I began altar serving at my home
parish as a high school freshman. While serving, I slowly started to fall in love with the Mass, the
priesthood, and most importantly, the Eucharist. This growing love for the Eucharist was the first step
I needed to begin to cultivate a deeper and more authentic prayer life, which allowed me to more
clearly hear the voice of God and respond to His will for my life. During this time, I came to realize
that the Father had placed a deep desire in me to be configured into the image of his Son and to give
my life in dedication to his mission, the salvation of souls. By the selfless and complete gift of
Himself, Christ brought new life to the human race. His perfect example drew me to want to make a
complete gift of myself and dedicate my life to continue Christ’s outpouring which is perpetuated by
the sacraments.
What did you do before seminary?
I joined seminary right after finishing high school. I was homeschooled right up until seminary.
While in high school, I worked as a lifeguard and swim instructor at Black Hawk Community
College, where I was also attended as a dual-enrolled student.

Luke Olson

Seminary: Mundelein Seminary: Entered 2021, Class of 2027
Why did you become a seminarian?

When I was in college, I starting wondering how God wanted me to love other people, whether in
marriage or as a priest. We all have a vocation to be holy, but I began asking God how He wanted me
to specifically live out that holiness. I started serving Mass and going to weekly Adoration at the
University of Illinois in Champaign, and being close to the altar and near to the Eucharist inflamed my
heart with the desire to be a father of souls. I wanted always to be intimately close to the Eucharist in
these moments, and even now there is really nothing more important than that. Notwithstanding my
weaknesses, God provides me the strength every day to live out this calling. I became a seminarian to
discern whether God created me to be His priest, and in the years since entering I have become more
and more convicted that I am made for this.

What did you do before seminary?

I worked in a Rare Book Library while getting my master’s degree in Library and Information Science
at the University of Illinois.

terday, Todawy, Forever
Gesterday, Today, Forever FRONA FORNIED.ORG

IHM 2025 Annual Diocesan Appeal W , %0 , &%&
s The mearing of, (ife!

July Update L e

" @STMARY CENTER
AUGUST 23 @ 4-5:15 PN

To be #of
Pledged Donors

Goal Pledged  Received

$50,457  $43,837.50 $43,037.50 $6,619.50 87
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Meetings are generally on the second Wednesday of the month
and will be held in your choice of two locations/times:
10:30 am at St. Mary Center in Henry or
6:30 pm at Immaculate Conception Hall in Lacon

Dates:
September 9, 2026
October 14, 2026
November 11, 2026
December 9, 2026
January 13, 2027
February 24, 2027
March 10, 2027
April 14, 2027
May 12, 2027
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HENRY « WASHBURN CHAPELS
William Johnson

LENZ MEMORIAL HOME

"Over A Century of Funeral Service"

(309) 246-2465

823 East Fifth St. Lacon, IL 61540

+(309) 364-3981

/»;‘;:Ei,z , 3 Qrmm[@enmt‘ty § &

Owner
[ - e gt : i“wse::
“Dr. Richard P. June, D.D.S., P.C.
AT 77309 Edward Street MidAmerica
. Mewy IL 61587 NarionALBANK.

your bank for life
0000

midnatbank.com 309-364-2302

SNYDER ‘? VILLAGE

Your Place to Call Home

(309) 367-4300
www.snydervillage.com

WIOMING World
P " Famous
Oum Granites

Friendly, Experienced, Compassionate Staff
Mon-Fri 9am-4pm « Sat 9am-Noon
Anytime by Appt. Or Stop By Our Showroom

Robert B. & Robert J. Groter 309-695-2981
600 S. 7th St. e Wyoming

Let Go.
Let God.

Advertise in

312 Jefferson St, Henry
Office: 309-364-3672
Mobile: 309-238-3670
Fax: 309-364-2666
Email: edhartwigtrucking@frontier.com
Web: www.edhartwigtrucking.com

Our

Church Bulletin!

Contact Michelle Crites

mcrites@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2256

Now Offering
PAYROLL Services!

Dan O’Connor, CPA
Phone (309) 246-3111
OConnor3111@gmail.com

By /i( O’Connor Ventures, Inc.
p S = For All Your Accountmg,Tax and

Business Needs

Early morning, evening &

111 N. Washington
weekend appointments available

Lacon, IL 61540

Does your

organization need

a hewsletter?

We'll cover the
printing costs!

Learn more at
Ipicommunities.com

AP HartElectric..

Wire Harness Manufacturer
www.hartelectric.net

815.348.1625

AUTO | HOME
LIFE | BUSINESS
RETIREMENT

Jonathan Krieghauser
311 5th St | Lacon, IL
309-246-2570
jonathan.krieghauser@
countryfinancial.com

ADT-Monitored Home Security

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

Authorized
Provider

(a7 SafeStreets

MDMedAlert' ™

sk md-medalert.com

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

+« Ambulance/Police
+ Family/Friends
v GPS & Fall Alert

{5 8008089204 20 @

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

COUNTRY COMFORT
RETIREMENT HOMES

Licensed Assisted Living &
Alzheimer’s Special Care

"Quallty First,
It is the heart of the matter.”
615 Patricla Lane — Henry, IL 61537

(309) 364-3607
WWW. Vi

COUNTRY
COMFORT

SMiITH CONSTRUCTION

2 502 Front St.
Henry, IL 61537

Office: 309-364-2329

Graham Smith

RETIREMENT HOMES, INC

To schedule a tour or professional screening
for you or your loved one call today!

Light Commercial Owner
New Homes - Remodeling

Room Additions

Get this bulletin
delivered straight to

Scan to subscribe on
parishesonline.com

24 Hour Service
1-800-782-7491

[NESCO -

ENERGY SPECIAUSTS CO (315) 452-2496

Heating ¢ Air Conditioning ¢ Plumbing
Electrical « Generators and Directional Boring
224 N. MAIN ST.  STREATOR, IL LASALLE, IL
TOLUCA, IL (815) 672-4958  (815) 224-2332
(815) 452-2332

FREE AD DESIGN
WITH PURCHASE OF
THIS SPACE

Call 800.950.9952

Immaculate Conception / Tri-Parish,

your inbox every week.

catholicmaich’

llinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

Monuments

Engraving & Vases
Landscaping Rocks

313 Cedar St., Chillicothe

274-4806
01-1285

Lacon, IL



