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Dear parishioners, 
 
Bill W. experienced a spiritual conversion that seemed 
to free him from alcoholism. After being admitted to 
treatment for the fourth time, he gave himself to God. 
A bright light, a feeling of ecstasy, and a profound 
peace overtook him. His treating physician said, 
“Something has happened to you I don't understand. 
But you had better hang on to it.” But later, after a 
failed business trip to Akron, Bill was tempted to drink 
again. He decided the only remedy was to reach out and 
help another alcoholic. He found Dr. Bob Smith, with 
whom he shared the principles of a spiritual program of 
recovery. After a brief relapse, Smith returned to sobri-
ety. Neither Smith nor Bill W. ever drank again. The 
group they founded – Alcoholics Anonymous – and the 
many 12-step groups that have been inspired by it have 
given freedom and sobriety to countless addicts 
throughout the world. 
 
Last week I wrote about the broken communion that we 
experience as 21st century westerners, one of the worst 
effects of which is addiction. One theory of addiction is 
that it is a result of an attachment disorder. As we are 
conceived, formed in our mother’s womb, and raised, 
we form models of attachment to other people which 
we carry through the rest of our lives. Secure attach-
ment allows us to relate in healthy ways with other peo-
ple while still maintaining our own identity. A child 
with secure attachment feels free to explore their world 
but will happily return to their parents or caregivers, 
especially when they feel unsafe and need to be 
soothed. But if the child doesn’t have a stable caregiver 
to provide a sense of safety and who is in tune with 
their needs, they will become avoidant, anxious, or a 
combination of both. Healthy bonding regulates emo-
tion, and unhealthy bonding makes for either repressed 
or exaggerated negative emotions (fear, anger, worry). 
 
The theory that addiction (whether to alcohol, drugs, 
pornography, shopping, gambling, video games, or an-
ything else) is an attachment disorder proposes that the 
object of addiction becomes the “thing” that a person 
attaches to in order to regulate negative emotions, feel 
safe, and connect. 12-step groups provide connection to 
other addicts, and, ultimately, to God. We all know 
from the movies that when a person introduces himself 
at an AA meeting he says, “My name is Bob and I’m an 
alcoholic.” This seems cliché, but it is a way of leading 
with one’s weakness rather than with a false persona 
fabricated by dishonesty and shame. When that person 
feels connected to others who have shared similar pain-
ful experiences of shame, they begin to know healthy 
connection. This also happens through a good counse-
lor or psychiatrist. This literally transforms the person’s 
brain and helps them establish secure attachment. Of 
course, this process takes a lot of work, a lot of time, 

and, most importantly, God’s grace. And every 12-step 
program relies on the fact that no human power can 
free a person from addiction. What a person needs is an 
authentic connection to God. 
 
Where else can we find a community whose members 
lead with their weaknesses and who realize that they 
are in absolute need of God? Let me give you a hint: 
Hit your chest three times with your fist and say, 
“Through my fault, through my fault, through my most 
grievous fault.” That’s right! At every Mass, we gather 
precisely as sinners in absolute need of God. Notice 
that even the priest is beating his chest and calling him-
self a sinner. Later in the Mass he is looking at the frac-
tured host with everyone else saying, “Lord I am not 
worthy to receive you, but only say the word and my 
soul shall be healed.” 
 
12-step groups help reveal to us what the Church that 
Jesus founded was always meant to be: A place where 
sinners come to experience belonging and to find an 
infallible connection to God. I’m afraid, though, that 
this hasn’t been everyone’s experience of the Catholic 
Church, or of their local parish. I think many people 
experience the faith as a “Behave à Believe à Belong” 
society, in which the first goal is behavioral modifica-
tion so that we can eventually feel like we can stay in 
the nice people’s club.  
 
Jesus says quite explicitly, “Those who are healthy do 
not need a physician, but the sick do. I have not come 
to call the righteous to repentance but sinners” (Luke 
5:31-32). Of course, we are meant to have a transform-
ative experience of Christ’s love through prayer and 
our community. And that transformative experience 
will, if we let it, lead to our choosing to sin less and 
less. Like Bill W., we will know what we have and we 
won’t want to lose it. Or, better yet, we will “give it 
away” to others so that we can keep it. But this is a dif-
ferent model: “Belong à Believe à Behave.” It turns out 
it’s Jesus’ model, and it works. At least, it works on 
me, your sinful priest! Next time we will talk about 
practical ways that our parish community can be a 
place of belonging. 
 
 
In Christ through Mary, 
 
Fr. Tim Hepner 

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER HEPNER 

"Any country that accepts abortion is not teaching its 
people to love, but to use violence to get what they 
want.  That is why the greatest destroyer of love and 
peace is abortion."  ~ St. Mother Teresa  



Parish Staff 
                

Administrator Fr Tim Hepner 
   stl.frtimothyhepner@gmail.com   
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
Director of Religious 
 Education    Julia Mead 
   stl.juliamead@gmail.com 

  RCIA Coordinator   Susanna Prushinski 
               stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
Maintenance  Bill Uher 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours:  Currently Closed  Due to COVID-19 

 To continue to serve you, we are checking voicemail and 
emails daily. 

Phone: (815) 879-0181  
E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

YouTube Channel: youtube.com/user/stlouisprinceton 
 

FaceBook Page: www.facebook.com/stlouisprinceton  

Mass Intentions 
 

 

Monday, November 9 The Dedication of the  

                                    Lateran Basilica  

7 am   +Mary Peterson  

 

Tuesday, November 10 St. Leo the Great, Pope and  

                                       Doctor of the Church   

4-5:00 pm  Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  +Mary Miller by former SLS Staff  

 

Wednesday, November 11  St. Martin of Tours, Bishop;                                                                                                                              

     Veterans Day  

7:00 am   +Elsie Collins by Mandy Robinson  

 

Thursday, November 12  St. Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr  

4-5:00 pm  Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  +Robert Walter  

     by Gary & Marcia Blessman  

 

Friday, November 13 St. Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin  

7:00 am   +Zenaida Manalili by Rose Orteza  

 

Saturday,  November 14 Vigil of  33rd Sunday of Ordinary Time 

4:00 pm     +Joan Smith  

                                by Marty & Tracy Makransky  

 

Sunday, November 15 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time  

7:30 am    People of the Parish  

9:30 am  +Stevie Puhr  

11:30 am            +Special Intention      

Volunteers and Free Will Offering 
Would you like to help with the 20th Annual Free  
Thanksgiving Dinner? You can sign up to prep food, fill 
trays, drop off orders, distribute flyers, and more! Please 
Sign Up at https://eccprinceton.org/thanksgiving or, call 
the Parish Office at 815-879-0181. Drop off of food items 
will be at the Evangelical Church.  

Readings for the week of November 8, 2020 
Sunday: Wis 6:12-16/Ps 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [2b]/1 Thes 4:13-18 
or 4:13-14/Mt 25:1-13 
Monday: Ez 47:1-2, 8-9, 12/Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9 [5]/1 Cor 3:9c-
11, 16-17/Jn 2:13-22 
Tuesday: Ti 2:1-8, 11-14/Ps 37:3-4, 18 and 23, 27 and 29 [39a]/
Lk 17:7-10 
Wednesday: Ti 3:1-7/Ps 23:1b-3a, 3bc-4, 5, 6 [1]/Lk 17:11-19 
Thursday: Phlm 7-20/Ps 146:7, 8-9a, 9bc-10 [5a]/Lk 17:20-25 
Friday: 2 Jn 4-9/Ps 119:1, 2, 10, 11, 17, 18 [1b]/Lk 17:26-37 
Saturday: 3 Jn 5-8/Ps 112:1-2, 3-4, 5-6/Lk 18:1-8 
Next Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 
1a]/1 Thes 5:1-6/Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21 



ST. LOUIS SCHEDULE 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

MON, WED, FRI    7:00 AM 
TUE , THR    5:15 PM 
SAT     4:00 PM 
SUN     7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM 
 
(SAT 4 PM Live-streamed on FaceBook and broadcast  Sunday 
at noon on WZOE 1490 AM ) 
 
OUTDOOR DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

(AT ANDERSON ST ENTRANCE) 
SAT  5:00—5:15 PM 
SUN  10:30—10:45 AM 
 
RECONCILIATION* 

(ST. JEROME ROOM) 
WED, FRI 3-3:30 PM (waiting area in the Chapel) 
TUE, THUR 4:30—5 PM  
SAT  3-3:45 PM 
 
HOLY HOUR 

TUE, THR 4:00 PM 
 
PRIVATE PRAYER 

Chapel is now open for Private Prayer— same access code as 
before  - if you need the code please contact the parish office. 

Liturgical/Volunteer Roles 

 
4:00 pm:  Saturday, November 14 

 Lectors  Joanne Stocking 
 Sacristan Mandy Robinson 
 Altar Servers Faustina & Patsy Bystry 
 Ushers    Al & Judy Taylor 
 *Cleaners Bystry & Larsen Families 
 
7:30 am: Sunday, November 15 

 Lectors   Luke Atilano 
 Sacristan Lori Atilano  
 Altar  Servers  Brady Peach 
 Ushers  Gary Blessman & Dennis Thompson  
 *Cleaners Gary & Marcia Blessman, Tim & Paula Anderson,  
                 Pat Wiggim  
 
9:30 am: Sunday, November 15 

 Lectors  Katie Lawrence  
 Sacristan Chris Romagnoli 
 Altar Servers Cameron & Sam Lawrence 
 Ushers   Quint Quiram, Jim Whiteaker   
 *Cleaners Quint Quiram, Jim Whitaker, Steve Bouslog 
 

11:30 am: Sunday, November 15 

 Lectors    Patty Daluga 
 Sacristan  Susanna Prushinski 
 Altar  Servers  Tim Daluga, David Kunkel, Luke Smith 
 Ushers  Bob Hartwig, Ken Lough 
 *Cleaners  Lough Family, Mary Beth Crowe     
 
* If you are unable to fulfill your cleaning duties on a particular 
weekend , please call Tim Smith  815-503-9329  

Church Monetary Support 
 through November  1,  2020  

Amount Budgeted                                    $  6,500.00 
Amount Received                                                     $  6,967.00  
Amount Over/(Under)                                               $        467.00 
  
Fiscal Period July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021 
  
Amount needed to date                           $ 117,000.00  
Amount Received to date:                                    $ 109,377.00  
 Over/(Under)budget to date                                 $(     7,623.00 )  
 
  ALL SAINTS COLLECTION         $           374.00 

STEWARDSHIP 

    A Holy Hour for Life 
          Benediction, Rosary, and other Prayers 

 

All are welcome to gather in prayer on the fourth 
Sunday of each month from 7-8 pm in the Church 
for the intention of respect for the sacredness of all 
human life.   

 
Please join us Sunday,  November  22nd 

ADA UPDATE 
In just two weeks, the generous parishioners of St. Louis have 
exceeded more than half last year’s participation rate in the 
Annual Diocesan Appeal! Our volunteer ADA Team is in the pro-
cess of establishing safe COVID protocols for tabulating the 
pledge cards, so that we may report the pledge totals to you 
soon.  Please make it a point to return the pledge card mailed to 
you, even if the year’s circumstances prevent you from making 
a gift at this time. Our goal is to have 100% of the pledge cards 
returned, so we do not have to devote additional resources to 
follow-up. If you did not receive a pledge card, there are cards 
on all the information tables outside the church. Or call the 
office and we will be happy to provide you a new one. Pledge 
cards can be returned to the parish by mail, or dropped in the 
collection baskets at Mass. Please make any checks payable to 
the Catholic Diocese of Peoria. As followers of Christ, we are 
called to respond to God’s grace in our lives and to serve one 
another. The ADA is an opportunity to share your gifts for good 
throughout the diocese. 



Please remember to pray   
for Vocations to the Priesthood  and Religious Life  

especially from St. Louis Parish!    
St. Therese,  Patroness of  Vocations, pray for us! 

FAMILY DISCIPLESHIP 
My dear friends in Christ, 
 
In Level Two of Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, when chil-
dren reach that developmental stage in which abstracts such as 
time can be comprehended, presentations on The History of 
God are introduced. The focus is on the vastness and the unity 
of God’s History, also known as Salvation History, looking at the 
past, present and the time to come, when Christ the King will 
come again. When considering the present time in which we 
live, this time of Redemption as we await Christ’s return, it is 
like a blank page yet to be written in God’s History. God allows 
us, using our free will, to be collaborators with Him in filling this 
blank page, to bring about the Kingdom of God in the here and 
now, as we wait the fulfillment of the Kingdom in Parousia. 
 
The introduction of this great History of the Kingdom of God is 
given as a story, followed by a variety of presentations to con-
tinue contemplating it. One of those follow-up presentations is 
called The Gifts. It’s one of those ‘big works’ that takes some 
time to put together. It involves collecting and assembling a 
variety of tokens and mementos from our beautifully created 
world which demonstrate to the child the magnitude of diversi-
ty of creation, all of which shows forth the goodness and provi-
dence of the Creator. As with so many presentations 
in Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, wonder and awe is the 
response that is sought – and from that comes thanksgiving. 
From that sense of wonder, awe and thanksgiving, we – 
child and adult – go on to consider what our response to God 
will be in writing our blank page; how are we called to build up 
the Kingdom? 
 
After many years, I have finally been able to pull this work to-
gether to present to the children. Though I had not foreseen 
the timing, it is fitting that this will be my last presentation giv-
en at St Louis Parish. After 15 years of collaborating with God to 
build up His kingdom here, I have discerned it is time to begin a 
new chapter in my life. Beginning in mid-November, I will be 
working in the Pastoral Care Department at OSF. 
 
As I look back on my time here, it is certainly a reflection filled 
with wonder and thanksgiving. I am so grateful to Fr Stirniman, 
Fr Gifford and Fr Hepner, for the opportunity to serve such a 
wonderful parish. And nothing I have done here could have 
been accomplished without the effort, time and talent of so 
many selfless volunteers – too many to mention over the span 
of 15 years! And there are no words to express to my fellow 
laborers in the vineyard –Deacon John,  Renee, Cathy, Paula, 
Susanna, Caylee, Bill and Fran – how blessed I have been to 
work with you. Thank you for your inestimable support, 
through laughter and tears, as ones who know the challenges 
and rewards of this work. 
 
Be assured of my continued prayers for all of you at St Louis; 
please pray for my family and me. 
 
In cordibus Iesu et Mariae, Julia Mead 

Parish “Book of  Remem brance”  
Near the end of each Mass throughout the month of  
November, we will remember the “Poor Souls” via suffrages 
— prayers for a  quicker purification process for them. Addi-
tionally, please consider providing the names of departed 
loved ones in the parish “Book of  Remembrance,” This year 
we have several ways you can submit names: 1) Go to our 
website stlouisprinceton.org and click on “Book of Remem-
brance”; 2) Write the names on a piece of paper and drop it 
in a collection basket (located at the Church entrances); 3) 
Email the parish office stlparishoffice@gmail.com or call 815
-879-0181. Those names provided for the “Book of Remem-
brance” will be prayed for at all Masses throughout the 
month of November.  

Safe Measures 
As the number of COVID cases rises again and mitigation efforts 
are put in place by state and diocese, we are taking this oppor-
tunity to revisit our own approaches to keeping everyone safe. 
Like the virgins in this Sunday's Gospel, we have all grown wea-
ry of COVID procedures and can lose a sense of  
vigilance. But we want to keep our parish open and maintain a 
healthy, active parish life while preventing the spread of the 
virus! 
 
Our parish offices are closed to all visitors except those who 
are absolutely necessary. Please don't hesitate to call or email 
the parish office for any needs, and, but physical contact will be 
kept to a minimum. 
 
For those attending mass and adoration, please remain in the 
church except when using the restrooms and continue to wear 
masks at all times unless you have health reasons that you 
have spoken with Fr. Tim about. 
 
All adult parish groups will meet in a room appropriate for their 
size, wear masks, and will disinfect the room afterward. If the 
group is larger than 12 people, they will meet in the parish hall. 
If lesser, they will meet in the St. Aloysius room. The gym is also 
available for even larger groups. In order to keep masks on, no 
eating is allowed during meetings of parish groups. 
 
Thank you for understanding these measures. Please pray that 
they will not be necessary for much longer! 

There will be no Eucharistic Adoration for Youth Ministry 

on Wednesday, November 11th. See you on the 18th! 

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP 
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FIOCCHI-JENSEN  
FUNERAL HOME

Traditional Catholic Funerals - Parish Member 

Call Rich 879-3641

Larry K Thomas 

Landmark Realty • 815-866-8390 
Multi Million Dollar Broker • Active 
Parishioner 
lthomas49@hotmail.com 
Tradition of Excellence, Integrity, Honesty, Service & Pride

ANDY KUNKEL P.O. Box 131 • Seatonville, IL 61359

CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 
Commerical & Residential

1-800-350-8369 Fax 
(815) 894-2042  (815) 894-2003

Propane • Gasoline • Diesel • Mobil • Lubricants
Phone 815-445-3122

Hi Octane Cafe
Phone 815-445-2101

IL HWY 40 •  P.O.Box 325 • Manlius, IL 61338

Keith & Julia Cain

811 E. Peru Street • Princeton, IL 61356
815-875-3819 www.flowersbyjuliaprinceton.com

Flowersby Julia

Steve Bouslog, Senior Financial Advisor

815-915-8646 

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment Advisory 
Services offered through Kestra Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affiliate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS  

are not affiliated with KB Elliot Financial Advisors.

 
West RailRoad ave.   P.o. Box 234
Ph: (815) 872-9911 Fax: (815) 872-0569

TAYLOR HOME 
INSPECTION 

815.866.3793

SMP Health System 
19 Locations in 4 Counties & Growing!

815-664-5311 
or 815-223-5346 

www.aboutsmh.org

firststatebank.biz 

1693 N. Main Street 
Princeton, IL  61356

(815) 872-0002

“Providing Insurance & Financial Services”
 
 Lorita Hellman, Agent
(815) 875-2393 
www.lhellman.com

820 Backbone Rd East • Princeton, IL 61356
(815) 875-1621 • (815) 875-5041 fx

610 N. Main St. 
Princeton

815-875-1237

Health Care, Cards, Toys & Gifts
www.princetonpharmacy.com

815-878-4270
www.michaeldittmerfloors.com

• Propane 
• Premium Diesel  
• Premium Bio Diesel  
• Gasoline Lubricants bulk & package  
• Cleaners/Degreasers   
• Aviation Fuel Tanks, Pumps, Parts  
• Friendly Service & Installation

office: 815-445-6921  cell: 815-303-6911 
105 1st St. - P.O. Box 245, Manlius, IL 61338  

steven.michlig@michligenergy.com
Steven Michlig 
Owner/President

Knights of Columbus 
Fr. Farrell Council #5591

Always seeking new members! 
Contact us at: kofcprincetonil@gmail.com

Best Mini Stor 
(815) 879-BEST (2378) 

4 SIZES • YOU KEEP KEY • 24 HR ACCESS 
South Anderson ~ South of Fairgrounds

 
(815) 872-4444

Compliments of

A & M Products Company
Awards

& Engraving Services

Princeton, IL      875-2667

• Dine in • Carry out 
• Delivery

Ask About Our  
Banquet Room

879-7671
402 S. Main, Princeton, IL

Buy One Cheeseburger  
Get One Free

Spring Valley, IL • Princeton, IL

NOW HIRING EOE
Not valid with any other offer, discount, coupon or combo meal. Cash value 1/20 of 1 cent. Limit one coupon per person per visit. Coupon may not be transferred, auctioned, sold, 

copied or duplicated in any way or transmitted via electronic media. Valid when product served. May not be valid for all stores. Redeemable only at McDonald’s in Spring;Valley; 
Mendota; Princeton;, Morton; Washington; Chillicothe; El Paso; Metamora; Chenoa; Pontiac; Dwight; North Grand Ave, South Grand Ave, & Wabash Ave in Springfield, IL 

EXPIRES 5/31/2021

Contact Nick Derkacz • nderkacz@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2436

(815) 875-4404 
245 Backbone Rd. E, Princeton, IL 

www.dimondbros.com


