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Dear parishioners, 
 
Repetition is the mother of memory. And I’m noth-
ing if not repetitive (and sometimes redundant!) so 
it’s probably best to recap the past few bulletin arti-
cles, since they’re gradually becoming a full-grown 
book. I began by telling the story of how my sister 
became a Jehovah’s witness and I became a seminar-
ian. Both happened through communities, because 
communion changes people. God who is a commun-
ion of persons, created us to be persons in commun-
ion. Next, I explained the model of  
Relationship    Identity    Mission. Often we define 
ourselves by what we do, but God has called us un-
derstand who we are by first knowing whose we are, 
and then see our mission as flowing out of our identi-
ty. I asked you to pray with this question: “Am I act-
ing out of my identity as a child of God or out of an 
orphan spirit?” 
 
Then I demonstrated that modern psychology agrees 
with the Church, and a fundamental tenet of human 
flourishing is that we choose relationships for their 
own sake, rather than simply as a means to an end. 
That doesn’t mean that we have to become best buds 
with the guy behind the gas station counter, but it 
does mean that we take time to choose another, per-
haps with a phone call or randomly asking someone 
how they are (and meaning it). I then showed how 
after the industrial revolution life and community are 
not what they are meant to be, and we have begun to 
see the need for interdependence as a bug rather than 
the feature that God built into us. Finally, last week I 
showed that twelve-step groups such as A.A. are a 
good analogy for how Christ intended the Church to 
be: A community of people who come together be-
cause of their own weakness and their absolute need 
for God, where each members finds belonging and is 
transformed through love. Belong        Believe     
Behave.  
 
Even though Jesus’ own words support this ap-
proach, we have come to see the “behavior modifica-
tion” model of faith as normative, and suspect that it 
would be easy to take advantage of this whole 
“belonging” thing. Personally, I love clarity, and I 
like to know where boundaries are, what sin is, and 
how to avoid offending God. This is the behave part 
of the equation. Boundaries are essential. They tell us 
when we’ve stepped out of a relationship, or when 
we’re getting close to the edge. But they are not the 
totality of love. 
 
God could have created well-behaved children out of 

rocks if that’s all he wanted. Instead, he made us 
with the capacity for relationship. If you’re a parent, 
would you like to see your child mindlessly walking 
around the house doing everything she’s supposed to 
do while displaying absolutely no affection or desire 
to be in relationship with you? Or would you rather 
your kid, who probably occasionally does things 
she’s not supposed to, give you a hug every once in a 
while? I have a robot vacuum that cleans whenever I 
tell it to, but it’s probably not going to come and 
hang out with me once it’s done. Yes, God wants us 
to be obedient. But he wants us to be obedient out of 
reciprocal love. We know whose we are, and we are 
grateful that he created us, holds us in being, and sent 
Jesus to die for us. Out of love and gratitude we fol-
low his commandments, say sorry when we mess up, 
and try to grow closer to him. We know we belong to 
him, then we come to believe in him, then we behave 
accordingly.  
 
But this belonging doesn’t just come directly from 
God, who created us not to be singular Christians, 
each with his or her own personal and private rela-
tionship with him, but to be the body of Christ. We 
need a “God with skin.” We are meant to receive 
God’s love through other people and to reciprocate 
that love. Pope Benedict wrote in God is Love, 
“Seeing with the eyes of Christ, I can give to others 
much more than their outward necessities; I can give 
them the look of love which they crave.” He went on 
to say, “A pure and generous love is the best witness 
to the God in whom we believe and by whom we are 
driven to love. A Christian knows when it is time to 
speak of God and when it is better to say nothing and 
to let love alone speak. He knows that God is love.” 
 

God wants you, dear parishioner, to be his enfleshed 
love for all those you encounter, and he wants St. 

Louis Catholic Church to be that place of belonging. 
In the next article I will share concrete ways that we 
can all do this. For now, please pray with these 

words of Pope Benedict and ask the Holy Spirit to 
show you the people that you are meant to reveal 
God’s love to. Oh, and did I mention that I’m repeti-

tive? 

 
In Christ through Mary, 
 
 
Fr. Tim Hepner 

  

A MESSAGE FROM FATHER HEPNER 



Parish Staff 
                

Administrator  Fr Tim Hepner 
   stl.frtimothyhepner@gmail.com   
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant  Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
 RCIA Coordinator   Susanna Prushinski 
                stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
Project Coordinator/ Cathy Trowbridge 
Compliance Manager   stl.cathytrowbridge@gmail.com 
Janitorial   Francis Hanley 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours:  Currently Closed  Due to COVID-19 

 To continue to serve you, we are checking voicemail and 
emails daily Monday thru Friday. 

 
Phone: (815) 879-0181  

E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

YouTube Channel: youtube.com/user/stlouisprinceton 
FaceBook Page: www.facebook.com/stlouisprinceton  

Mass Intentions 
 

Monday, November 16 St. Margaret of Scotland;  

            St. Gertrude, Virgin  

7 am   +Arnold McCauley by Pat Quiram  

 

Tuesday, November 17 St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious  

4-5:00 pm  Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  +Hank Donnelly by James Smith  

 

Wednesday, November 18  The Dedication of the Basilicas of 

Sts. Peter & Paul, Apostles; St. Rose Philippine Duchesne, Virgin  

7:00 am  +Jean & John Maller by Ann Maller  

 

Thursday, November 19  Weekday  

4-5:00 pm  Holy Hour  

5:15 pm  +Benny Trowbridge  

 

Friday, November 20 Weekday  

7:00 am  +James Prendergast  

 

Saturday,  November 21 Vigil of  Our Lord Jesus Christ,  

                           King of the Universe 

4:00 pm  +Helen St. Mary  

     by Mike & Renee Toomey  

 

Sunday, November 22 Our Lord Jesus Christ,  

           King of the Universe 

7:30 am  +Gene Stocking by Joanne Stocking  

9:30 am    People of the Parish 

1130 am +Mike Bickett                                                                                                

                 by Linda Carter and Bernetta Wood  

Please remember to pray   
for Vocations to the Priesthood  and Religious 

Life  especially from St. Louis Parish!    

St. Therese,  Patroness of  Vocations, pray for us! 

"To those who have participated in an abortion: The  
Father of mercies is ready to give you 
His forgiveness and His peace in the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation. To the 
same Father and His mercy you can 
with sure hope entrust your child. With 
the friendly and expert help and advice 
of other people, and as a result of your 
own painful  experience, you can be 
among the most eloquent  defenders 
of everyone's right to life."                      
- St. John Paul II  

Safe Measures 
As the number of COVID cases rises again and mitigation efforts 
are put in place by state and diocese, we are taking this oppor-
tunity to revisit our own approaches to keeping everyone  
safe. We have all grown weary of COVID procedures and can 
lose a sense of vigilance. But we want to keep our parish 
open and maintain a healthy, active parish life while preventing 
the spread of the virus! 
 
Our parish offices are closed to all visitors except those who 
are absolutely necessary. Please don't hesitate to call or email 
the parish office for any needs, and, but physical contact will be 
kept to a minimum. 
 
For those attending mass and adoration, please remain in the 
church except when using the restrooms and continue to wear 
masks at all times unless you have health reasons that you 
have spoken with Fr. Tim about. 
 
For Daily Mass goers- Please remember to put your kneeler 
down or leave a used seat card where you sat. 
 
All adult parish groups will meet in a room appropriate for their 
size, wear masks, and will disinfect the room afterward. If the 
group is larger than 12 people, they will meet in the parish hall. 
If lesser, they will meet in the St. Aloysius room. The gym is also 
available for even larger groups. In order to keep masks on, no 
eating is allowed during meetings of parish groups. 
 
Thank you for understanding these measures. Please pray that 
they will not be necessary for much longer! 



ST. LOUIS SCHEDULE 

 
MASS SCHEDULE 

MON, WED, FRI    7:00 AM 
TUE , THR    5:15 PM 
SAT     4:00 PM 
SUN     7:30, 9:30, 11:30 AM 
 
(SAT 4 PM Live-streamed on FaceBook and broadcast  Sunday 
at noon on WZOE 1490 AM ) 
 
OUTDOOR DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

(AT ANDERSON ST ENTRANCE) 
SAT  5:00—5:15 PM 
SUN  10:30—10:45 AM 
 
RECONCILIATION* 

(ST. JEROME ROOM) 
WED, FRI 3-3:30 PM (waiting area in the Chapel) 
TUE, THUR 4:30—5 PM  
SAT  3-3:45 PM 
 
HOLY HOUR 

TUE, THR 4:00 PM 
 
PRIVATE PRAYER 

Chapel is now open for Private Prayer— same access code as 
before  - if you need the code please contact the parish office. 

Liturgical/Volunteer Roles 

 
4:00 pm:  Saturday, November 21 

 Lectors  Cathy Trowbridge 
 Sacristan Julie Hassler 
 Altar Gabby & Gretchen Carden, Sara Ruiz 
 Ushers    Al & Judy Taylor 
 *Cleaners Bystry & Larsen Families 
 
7:30 am: Sunday, November 22 

 Lectors   Mary Paula Schmitt 
 Sacristan Joann Bowman  
 Altar  Servers  David Kunkel 
 Ushers  Gary Blessman & Dennis Thompson  
 *Cleaners TBA 
 
9:30 am: Sunday, November 22 

 Lectors  Steve Harmon  
 Sacristan Quint Quiram 
 Altar Servers Chris Harmon 
 Ushers   Quint Quiram, Jim Whiteaker   
 *Cleaners Quint Quiram, Jim Whitaker, Steve Bouslog 
 

11:30 am: Sunday, November 22 

 Lectors    Mary Archer 
 Sacristan  Linda Carter 
 Altar  Servers  Patsy Bystry, Tim Daluga, Nate Lough 
 Ushers  Bob Hartwig, Ken Lough 
 *Cleaners  Lough Family, Mary Beth Crowe     
 
* If you are unable to fulfill your cleaning duties on a particular 
weekend , please call Tim Smith  815-503-9329  

Church Monetary Support 
 through November  8,  2020  

Amount Budgeted                                    $  6,500.00 
Amount Received                                                     $  6,316.00  
Amount Over/(Under)                                                 $   (184.00)      
 
  
Fiscal Period July 1, 2020 – June 30, 2021 
  
Amount needed to date                           $ 123,500.00 
Amount Received to date:                                    $ 115,693.00 
 Over/(Under) budget to date                                   $   (7,807.00) 
 
   

STEWARDSHIP 

    A Holy Hour for Life 
          Benediction, Rosary, and other Prayers 

 

All are welcome to gather in prayer on the fourth 
Sunday of each month from 6-7 pm in the Church 
for the intention of respect for the sacredness of all 
human life.   

 
Please join us Sunday,  November  22nd 

ADA UPDATE 
To date, 129 St. Louis families have returned pledge cards total-
ing $41,848.00! That’s almost half of our 2020 campaign goal of 
$86,484.00! Thank you to the parishioners who have taken the 
time to return the card mailed to you a few weeks ago. Thank 
you also to Mike Smith and Pam Wroblewski for volunteering to 
tabulate these results. If you haven’t already done so, please 
make it a point to return your pledge card as soon as possible, 
even if you are unable to support the campaign this year.  If you 
did not receive a pledge card, there are cards on all the infor-
mation tables outside the church. Or call the office and we will 
be happy to provide you a new one. Pledge cards can be re-
turned to the parish by mail, or dropped in the collection bas-
kets at Mass. Please make any checks payable to the Catholic 
Diocese of Peoria. This year’s theme is “Know, Love, and Serve 
God.” All of us are encouraged to prayerfully search our hearts 
to discern how we can support the many diocesan ministries 
that make this possible. No gift is too small or too insignificant 
when given from the heart.  



Youth Ministry  

Eucharistic Adoration 

 Wednesday,  

November 18th at 7pm 

Parish “Book of  Remem brance”  
Near the end of each Mass throughout the month of  
November, we will remember the “Poor Souls” via suffrages 
— prayers for a  quicker purification process for them. Addi-
tionally, please consider providing the names of departed 
loved ones in the parish “Book of  Remembrance,” This year 
we have several ways you can submit names: 1) Go to our 
website stlouisprinceton.org and click on “Book of Remem-
brance”; 2) Write the names on a piece of paper and drop it 
in a collection basket (located at the Church entrances); 3) 
Email the parish office stlparishoffice@gmail.com or call  
815-879-0181. Those names provided for the “Book of  
Remembrance” will be prayed for at all Masses throughout 
the month of November.  

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP 

Readings for the week of November 15th  

 
Sunday: Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31/Ps 128:1-2, 3, 4-5 [cf. 
1a]/1 Thes 5:1-6/Mt 25:14-30 or 25:14-15, 19-21 
Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 /Lk 18:35-43 
Tuesday: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22/Ps 15:2-3a, 3bc-4ab, 5  
/Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday: Rv 4:1-11/Ps 150:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6 [1b] 
/Lk 19:11-28 
Thursday: Rv 5:1-10/Ps 149:1b-2, 3-4, 5-6a and 9b [Rev 
5:10]/Lk 19:41-44 
Friday: Rv 10:8-11/Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 131 / 
Lk 19:45-48 
Saturday: Rv 11:4-12/Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10 [1b]/Lk 20:27-40 
Next Sunday: Ez 34:11-12, 15-17/Ps 23:1-2, 2-3, 5-6 [1]/1 
Cor 15:20-26, 28/Mt 25:31-4 

Rest In Peace  
 

Please pray for the repose of the souls of  
 

Sheryl  Barnhart  
Josephine King 
Marlene Savio 

 
and  for consolation for their families 

 
Eternal Rest grant unto them 

O Lord, and let perpetual light 
 shine upon their souls. 

LOVE INCARNATE… 

     waiting for you 

Father, bless our veterans and all  
who serve our nation defending our freedom. 

For those who bravely gave their lives,  
grant them eternal rest. 

For those who are serving, give them courage. 
For those who served, we offer our gratitude. 
We ask this through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 
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FIOCCHI-JENSEN  
FUNERAL HOME

Traditional Catholic Funerals - Parish Member 

Call Rich 879-3641

Larry K Thomas 

Landmark Realty • 815-866-8390 
Multi Million Dollar Broker • Active 
Parishioner 
lthomas49@hotmail.com 
Tradition of Excellence, Integrity, Honesty, Service & Pride

ANDY KUNKEL P.O. Box 131 • Seatonville, IL 61359

CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 
Commerical & Residential

1-800-350-8369 Fax 
(815) 894-2042  (815) 894-2003

Propane • Gasoline • Diesel • Mobil • Lubricants
Phone 815-445-3122

Hi Octane Cafe
Phone 815-445-2101

IL HWY 40 •  P.O.Box 325 • Manlius, IL 61338

Keith & Julia Cain

811 E. Peru Street • Princeton, IL 61356
815-875-3819 www.flowersbyjuliaprinceton.com

Flowersby Julia

Steve Bouslog, Senior Financial Advisor

815-915-8646 

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member FINRA/SIPC. Investment Advisory 
Services offered through Kestra Advisory Services, LLC (Kestra AS), an affiliate of Kestra IS. Kestra IS and Kestra AS  

are not affiliated with KB Elliot Financial Advisors.

 
West RailRoad ave.   P.o. Box 234
Ph: (815) 872-9911 Fax: (815) 872-0569

TAYLOR HOME 
INSPECTION 

815.866.3793

SMP Health System 
19 Locations in 4 Counties & Growing!

815-664-5311 
or 815-223-5346 

www.aboutsmh.org

firststatebank.biz 

1693 N. Main Street 
Princeton, IL  61356

(815) 872-0002

“Providing Insurance & Financial Services”
 
 Lorita Hellman, Agent
(815) 875-2393 
www.lhellman.com

820 Backbone Rd East • Princeton, IL 61356
(815) 875-1621 • (815) 875-5041 fx

610 N. Main St. 
Princeton

815-875-1237

Health Care, Cards, Toys & Gifts
www.princetonpharmacy.com

815-878-4270
www.michaeldittmerfloors.com

• Propane 
• Premium Diesel  
• Premium Bio Diesel  
• Gasoline Lubricants bulk & package  
• Cleaners/Degreasers   
• Aviation Fuel Tanks, Pumps, Parts  
• Friendly Service & Installation

office: 815-445-6921  cell: 815-303-6911 
105 1st St. - P.O. Box 245, Manlius, IL 61338  

steven.michlig@michligenergy.com
Steven Michlig 
Owner/President

Knights of Columbus 
Fr. Farrell Council #5591

Always seeking new members! 
Contact us at: kofcprincetonil@gmail.com

Best Mini Stor 
(815) 879-BEST (2378) 

4 SIZES • YOU KEEP KEY • 24 HR ACCESS 
South Anderson ~ South of Fairgrounds

 
(815) 872-4444

Compliments of

A & M Products Company
Awards

& Engraving Services

Princeton, IL      875-2667

• Dine in • Carry out 
• Delivery

Ask About Our  
Banquet Room

879-7671
402 S. Main, Princeton, IL

Buy One Cheeseburger  
Get One Free

Spring Valley, IL • Princeton, IL

NOW HIRING EOE
Not valid with any other offer, discount, coupon or combo meal. Cash value 1/20 of 1 cent. Limit one coupon per person per visit. Coupon may not be transferred, auctioned, sold, 

copied or duplicated in any way or transmitted via electronic media. Valid when product served. May not be valid for all stores. Redeemable only at McDonald’s in Spring;Valley; 
Mendota; Princeton;, Morton; Washington; Chillicothe; El Paso; Metamora; Chenoa; Pontiac; Dwight; North Grand Ave, South Grand Ave, & Wabash Ave in Springfield, IL 

EXPIRES 5/31/2021

Contact Nick Derkacz • nderkacz@4LPi.com • (800) 950-9952 x2436

(815) 875-4404 
245 Backbone Rd. E, Princeton, IL 

www.dimondbros.com


