


 

It is hard to believe that it is already January 9th!  Sadly, 
our Christmas Season ends today as we celebrate the Bap-
tism of the Lord.  All of our beautiful decorations will be 

coming down as we enter a brief period of Ordinary Time and begin to gear up for Lent.  As we settle into this 
new year, I again promise my prayers for each of you and your families.  I especially pray that everyone en-
joys good health and avoid the usual seasonal flu, colds and especially the nasty virus.  Let’s keep an eye on 
each other and help out whenever we hear of a neighbor getting sick.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to me.  
May God bless us in this new year. 
 
During our Advent Parish Retreat I offered a brief talk on the Liturgy of the Hours.  This is an age old prayer 
in the Church.  After the celebration of Mass, the Liturgy of the Hours is the premiere prayer of the Church.  
The Liturgy of the Hours is a cycle of prayers that includes seven separate prayers that are offered throughout 
the day.  Each of these seven times of prayer include psalms, readings, intercessions, and other prayers.  
Priests and religious take a vow to pray the Liturgy of the Hours.  The Church encourages lay people to also 
pray the Liturgy of the Hours, adopted to their busy lives.  Through these prayers the person’s day is sanctified 
and they join together with people throughout the world offering glory and praise to God.  I encourage you to 
learn more about this prayer and incorporate it in your life. 
 
The Liturgy of the Hours requires some training in the various prayers and rituals.  As promised at our Advent 
Parish Retreat, I will offer instruction for praying the Liturgy of the Hours.  This instruction will focus on 
Morning and Evening Prayer.  I will provide two identical instruction sessions on Tuesday, January 11th, 
6:15pm, Harkrader Hall; and, Sunday, January 16th, 1pm, Harkrader Hall.  Please join either one of the ses-
sions, which will last about an hour.  Having a Liturgy of the Hours book will be helpful for the meeting, but 
not necessary. 
 

PASTOR NOTE 

GOSPEL MEDITATION - ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE 
 

The Baptism of the Lord 
 
“We are called to live our baptism every day, as new creatures, clothed in Christ.” 
— Pope Francis 
 
What reference point do you use when making decisions? Many times, impulse takes control and decisions are made 
based solely on emotion and desire. We all know that these types of decisions can often get us into trouble. When a per-
son has a confident sense of who they are and a real understanding of what is important and of value, the likelihood of 
kneejerk impulsive choices diminishes. Baptism gives us what we need to make well informed and purposeful decisions. 
By this simple gesture, God claims us as His own and provides us with the identity and purpose we need to properly live 
life. 
 
It is tremendously reassuring, when we truly embrace this revelation and realize that we no longer have to wonder about 
the purpose of our lives or struggle to find our way. The answer of who we are in God has been given to us. We no long-
er have to fumble around, trip over ourselves or walk aimlessly about. Issues surrounding the sacredness of life, the 
meaning of death, the protection of those most vulnerable, care for the weak and the poor, offering hospitality to those in 
search of a home, the purpose and proper place of work, how to create a just social order, caring for creation, and under-
standing our roles as heralds and stewards are just a few of the wonderful gifts baptism brings. When we make decisions 
based on things such as these core Gospel truths we really act as Christ himself, revealing to others the new creations 
that we are. This is how we live our baptism. 
 
It is difficult to walk against the tide. Yet, that is precisely what baptism calls us to do. Although we are sinners, in need 
of mercy and far from perfection we are called to order our life and make decisions based upon the wisdom and guid-
ance of Almighty God. He alone is the one who can claim us as His sons and daughters. Standing up for our principles 
will not make us popular. But who ever said Christianity is a popularity contest? Baptism calls us to stand up for that 
which goes against the grain of secularism. Standing in line with other sinners, we have our anchor to steady us in the 
tempests of life and God is very pleased. Forge ahead. There is nothing to fear. 
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Parish Staff 
Pastor   Msgr. James E. Kruse, JCL  
   jameskruse1996@gmail.com  
   cell:  309-634-5822  
Deacon    John Murphy  
   Wk: 664-1155/Hm: 646-4723 
Trustees  Dan Legner 
   Mary Paula Schmitt 
Admin Assistant  Paula Lough   
Business Manager Renee Toomey 
 
Special Projects/  Susanna Prushinski 
RCIA Coordinator   stl.susannaprushinski@gmail.com 
                
Religious Ed Coordinator Rebekah Mead 
   stl.rebekahmead@gmail.com 
Maintenance   Tim Hermeyer 
Janitor   Emily Smith 

Parish Office 

616 S Gosse Blvd., Princeton, IL 61356 
Office hours:  Monday—Friday 8am-1pm 

Phone: (815) 879-0181  
E-mail: stlparishoffice@gmail.com 
Website: www.stlouisprinceton.org 

YouTube Channel: youtube.com/user/stlouisprinceton 
FaceBook Page: www.facebook.com/stlouisprinceton  

 
Keep in touch with us via email or text 

 Text SLP To 84576 or 
Connect with us online at  

stlouiscatholicchurch.flocknote.com 

Mass Intentions 
 

 

Monday, January 10 Weekday 

7:00 am        + Mary Kunkel by Tom & Laurel Kunkel   

 

Tues, January 11 Weekday   

5:15 pm       +Sherry Henkel by Bill & Janet Politsch   

4-5:00 pm          Holy Hour    

 

Wed, January 12  Weekday 

7:00 am       + Mary Johnson by John & Julie Hassler 

   

Thurs, January 13 St. Hilary, Bishop & Doctor of the Church  

5:15 pm        +MaryAnn Nink  

  by Linda Carter and Bernetta Wood  

4-5:00 pm      Holy Hour    

 

Friday, January 14  Weekday   

7:00 am        + Gary Hoelle by Tim and Julie Puhr   

 

Sat,  January 15 Vigil of the Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

4:00 pm  +Jeanne Austin  by Joanne Bowman  

    

Sunday, January 16 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  

7:30 am          +Sister Eloise Marie Pulskamp  

  by Former Staff of St. Louis School    

9:00 am        +Dick & Elaine Olds  

  by Chuck and Pam Hanson  

10:30 am      People of the Parish   

Readings for the week of January 9, 2022 
 

Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 [11b]/Acts 10:34-38/Lk 
3:15-16, 21-22 
Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8/Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19/Mk 1:14-20 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Mk 1:21-28 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10/Mk 
1:29-39 
Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25/Mk 1:40-45 
Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19/Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/Mk 2:13-17 
Next Sunday: Is 62:1-5/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 7-8, 9-10 [3]/1 Cor 12:4-11/Jn 
2:1-11 

Belonging Baptism Preparation 
 

Please contact Rebekah Mead   
to schedule baptismal prep classes  

and the ceremony. 
stl.rebekahmead@gmail.com    

815-303-2330 

Please remember to pray for Vocations  
to the Priesthood and Religious Life   

especially from St. Louis Parish!    
 

St. Therese,  Patroness of  Vocations,  pray for us! 

SEMINARIAN SPOTLIGHT 

John Paul Stedwill 
Born 7-3-97.  Class of 2026 
Mount St. Mary’s Seminary 
16300 Old Emmitsburg Rd.,  
Emmitsburg, MD  21727 
Background:  He is a member of 
St. Jude parish.  He attended Ben-
edictine College and desired to 
pursue medical school and being 

a military doctor.  He enjoys backpacking.  He 
says, “As I grew older, I always found myself ulti-
mately unfilled in my plans.  I realized that the 
moments where I did experience fulfillment with 
an inner sense of peace and joy were in partici-
pating in the sacraments.  I discerned my voca-
tion and entered the seminary.” “Holy Baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, 

the gateway to life in the Spirit, and the door which 
gives access to the other sacraments. Through Baptism 
we are freed from sin and reborn as sons of God; we 
become members of Christ, are incorporated into the 
Church and made sharers in her mission: ‘Baptism is 
the sacrament of regeneration through water in the 
word'” (CCC 1213).  



ST. LOUIS SCHEDULE  
MASS SCHEDULE 
MON,WED, FRI    7:00 AM 
TUE, THR    5:15 PM 
SAT     4:00 PM 
SUN     7:30, 9:00, 10:30 AM 
 
(SUN 9:00AM Live-streamed on YouTube & FaceBook) 
 
OUTDOOR DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
(AT ANDERSON ST ENTRANCE) 
SAT  5:00—5:15 PM 
SUN  10:00—10:15 AM 
 
RECONCILIATION 
TUE, THR 4:30—4:50 PM  
SAT  3-3:45 PM 
Or, by appointment. Call or email Msgr. Kruse to make 
an appointment. In order to maintain privacy, he will be 
in the confessional a few moments before the  
arranged time. 309-634-5822| jameskruse1996@gmail.com 
 
HOLY HOUR 
TUE, THR 4:00 PM 
 

PRIVATE PRAYER: The Chapel is open for Private  
Prayer— if you need the access code please contact the 
parish office. 

STEWARDSHIP 

Liturgical/Volunteer Roles 

 
4:00 pm:  Saturday, January 15th 
Altar Servers Gretchen & Gabby Carden   
Lectors  Patty Daluga   
Sacristan  Mandy Robinson   
Ushers  (Ushers needed—please contact parish 
office to volunteer) 
  
7:30 am: Sunday, January 16th 
Altar Servers  Brady Peach    
Lectors  Margaret Martinkus    
Sacristan  Joann Bowman    
Ushers Gary Blessman   
 

9:00 am: Sunday, January 16th 
Altar Server  Patsy Bystry, Elizabeth Keutzer   
Camera Operators  Marty Makransky 
Lectors  Tim Kunkel        
Sacristan  Susanna Prushinski    
Ushers  Dan Legner, Quint Quiram, Jim Whiteaker,     
 

10:30 am: Sunday, January 16th 
Altar Server   Nate Lough, Brennan Roden        
Lectors  Marcia Obenhaus   
Sacristan  Tim Smith    
Ushers  Ken Lough, Pat Mason (Additional Ushers 
needed—please contact parish office to volunteer) 
 
EMHC for Homebound:  Linda Carter, Pat Galassi-
Carlson, Tim Smith, Gene Menard, Mandy Robinson,  
Mary Beth Crowe 

Church Monetary Support  
Through December 26, 2021  
Amount Budgeted           $   6,500.00 
Amount Received                   $   6,835.00  
 
Amount Over (Under)                         $      335.00 
 
 
Through January 2, 2022  
Amount Budgeted           $   6,500.00 
Amount Received                   $   8,468.00  
 
Amount Over (Under)                         $   1,968.00 
 
 
Fiscal Period July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022 
Amount needed to date:         $175,500.00  
Amount Received to date:                  $173,712.00  
 
Over/(Under) budget to date:           ($    1,788.00) 
 
 
Christmas Collection    $    7,938.00 
Solemnity of Mary     $       972.00 

Rest In Peace  
 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of  
Edward Sims  

and  for consolation for his family. 
Funeral Mass will be January 14th at 10am 

 
 

Eternal Rest grant unto him  
O Lord, and let perpetual light 

 shine upon his soul. May his soul, and the 
souls of all of the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God, Rest in Peace.  Amen 

Men's Holy Hour  

Every Saturday at 7am - read the Gospel for the up-
coming Sunday and spend time in silent meditation. 
Enter through the Chapel door.  

“You will never be happy if your happiness 
depends on getting solely what you want.   
Change the focus.  Get a new center.   

Will what God wills, and  
your joy no man shall take from you.”   

-Venerable Fulton Sheen 



2nd & 4th Sunday 

of the Month 
 

All High School 
students are  

invited to Youth 
Group Night 

 
 This Sunday, January 9th 6-7:30 pm 

We will meet in the Youth Group Room  

 

 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS   

to Jim and Peggy Sandberg 

celebrating their 50th Wedding Anniversary  

 Married on January 29,1972 

Stay & Play Update 
Due to low attendance in the past few months, we've 
decided to suspend Stay & Play for now. Stay tuned for 
other parish family events in the upcoming months!   
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FIOCCHI-JENSEN  
FUNERAL HOME

Traditional Catholic Funerals - Parish Member 

Call Rich 879-3641

ANDY KUNKEL P.O. Box 131 • Seatonville, IL 61359

CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 
Commerical & Residential

1-800-350-8369	 Fax 
(815) 894-2042 	 (815) 894-2003

Keith & Julia Cain

811 E. Peru Street • Princeton, IL 61356
815-875-3819 www.flowersbyjuliaprinceton.com

Flowersby Julia

Steve Bouslog, Senior Financial Advisor

815-915-8646 

Securities offered through Kestra Investment Services, LLC (Kestra IS), member 
FINRA/SIPC. Investment advisory services offered through Kestra Advisory Services, 
LLC (Kestra AS), an affiliate of Kestra IS. KB Elliott Financial Advisors is not affiliated 

with Kestra IS or Kestra AS. Investor Disclosures: https://bit.ly/KF-Disclosures.

 
West Railroad Ave.  	 P.O. Box 234
Ph: (815) 872-9911	 Fax: (815) 872-0569

TAYLOR HOME 
INSPECTION 

815.866.3793

firststatebank.biz 

1693 N. Main Street 
Princeton, IL  61356

(815) 872-0002

“Providing Insurance & Financial Services”
 
 Lorita Hellman, Agent
(815) 875-2393 
www.lhellman.com

820 Backbone Rd East • Princeton, IL 61356
(815) 875-1621 • (815) 875-5041 fx

610 N. Main St. 
Princeton

815-875-1237

Health Care, Cards, Toys & Gifts
www.princetonpharmacy.com

• Propane 
• Premium Diesel  
• Premium Bio Diesel  
• Gasoline Lubricants bulk & package  
• Cleaners/Degreasers   
• Aviation Fuel Tanks, Pumps, Parts  
• Friendly Service & Installation

office: 815-445-6921  cell: 815-303-6911 
105 1st St. - P.O. Box 245, Manlius, IL 61338  

steven.michlig@michligenergy.com
Steven Michlig 
Owner/President

Knights of Columbus 
Fr. Farrell Council #5591

Always seeking new members! 
Contact us at: kofcprincetonil@gmail.com

Best Mini Stor 
(815) 879-BEST (2378) 

4 SIZES • YOU KEEP KEY • 24 HR ACCESS 
South Anderson ~ South of Fairgrounds

 
(815) 872-4444

Buy One Cheeseburger  
Get One Free

Spring Valley, IL • Princeton, IL

NOW HIRING EOE
Not valid with any other offer, discount, coupon or combo meal. Cash value 1/20 of 1 cent. Limit one coupon per person per visit. Coupon may not be transferred, auctioned, sold, 

copied or duplicated in any way or transmitted via electronic media. Valid when product served. May not be valid for all stores. Redeemable only at McDonald’s in Spring;Valley; 
Mendota; Princeton;, Morton; Washington; Chillicothe; El Paso; Metamora; Chenoa; Pontiac; Dwight; North Grand Ave, South Grand Ave, & Wabash Ave in Springfield, IL 

EXPIRES 12/31/2021

(815) 875-4404 
245 Backbone Rd. E, Princeton, IL 

www.dimondbros.com

        
 Harold J. Read, Agent 

30 West Century Drive • Princeton  
815-875-1161

101 N. Main Street • Walnut 
815-379-2137

www.readinsurance.com 

Contact Brandy Stivers to place an ad today! 
bstivers@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2609

Care Built on Our Community 
from People You Know & Trust.

You can always visit aboutsmh.org 
to find the latest news and 

announcements, as well as a complete 
list of our locations and providers. 


