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March 16, 2020

Dear Faithful of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee,
Praised be Jesus Christ!
We continue to be mindful of the latest recommendations from our health departments and the CDC. With the latest
directive from CDC asking that public gatherings be limited to no more than 50 people, I am providing you the latest
directives with regard to the celebration of Mass and other sacraments.
Effective Wednesday, March 18, I am suspending the public celebration of Masses throughout the Archdiocese of
Milwaukee, through Friday, April 3. This includes weekday and Sunday Masses. I ask that priests still celebrate Mass in
their parishes, without an assembly, including the Sunday “pro populo” Masses as required by canon law.
This is a big decision and I don’t make it lightly. As Catholics, the Eucharist is the source and summit of our lives. In
times of public crisis, people naturally turn to the Church for spiritual direction, and we need to continue to do whatever
we can to support people through prayer. However, taking precautionary measures is a prudent course of action. I would
ask that, where possible, our churches remain open for private prayer and that our people reserve some part of their day
for private prayer or devotions.
Liturgy for weddings, funerals and baptisms should still be celebrated, but you should work with families to try and limit
attendance at these events. Communal reconciliation services should be canceled and confessions should be limited to
individual confession. The 12 hours of Reconciliation across the archdiocese on April 1, will continue as scheduled. For
those in RCIA, the archbishop has dispensed individuals from the scrutinies.
All non-essential Parish gatherings should be postponed, including fish fries. Schools are discontinuing face-to-face
instruction this week and Religious Education programs should also stop for the time being. All of these measures will be
re-evaluated on April 1, with additional communication at that time.
The Chrism Mass scheduled for Tuesday, April 7, will not be celebrated publicly. I will celebrate the Mass with our
auxiliary bishops and live-stream it. The oils will be blessed and consecrated and information will be shared with you
later about how we will get the oils to parishes.
Economically, we know CoVID19/coronavirus will have a negative impact on our parishes and schools. Our development
office will be reaching out to parishes with assistance with on-line giving and other strategies. To help parishes with cash
flow, payments for parish assessments, pension contributions and the participant indemnity plan, can be delayed until
July 1, 2020. Those parishes/schools in the St. Raphael Health Plan, will receive a “premium holiday” for the month of
April. These are small measures, but hopefully, they will provide some relief.
In addition, I am implementing a work-from-home plan for our archdiocesan offices/staff. We will be limiting the number
of people at the Mary Mother of the Church Pastoral Center. Staff will work remotely in their day-to-day responsibilities
to serve you.
Two Sunday Masses at the Cathedral will still be celebrated but without an assembly. The 9 a.m. Mass is available on
Radio 920 AM, WOLF, and the 11 a.m. Mass is live-streamed on the Cathedral website. Other TV Masses are available on
WVTV, My24 at 7 a.m. and 9 a.m., and on WITI Fox 6, at 5:30 a.m.
Lastly, let us hold each other in prayer during this time of concern, asking Mary Help of Christians to intercede on our
behalf. Together we can pray this Spiritual Act of Communion.
(see top of next page)
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An Act of Spiritual Communion
My Jesus,
I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament.
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul.
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally,
come at least spiritually into my heart.
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You.
Never permit me to be separated from You.
Amen.
With the assurance of prayers, I am,
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Most Reverend Jerome E. Listecki
Archbishop of Milwaukee
♦♦♦ ST. BEN’S MEAL PROGRAM ♦♦♦
We will again serve a meal at St. Ben’s Community Meal Program on
Wednesday, March 25, 2020. Your bakery donaons may be brought to the
Cafeteria on that day between 1:30 and 2:45 p.m. or to the Parish Oﬃce on
that day. Volunteers are also needed to serve at St. Ben’s on 9th and State,
and carpooling is available at 3:15 in the parking lot. Please contact Marge
Frohna at the number below if you are interested in volunteering.

We would like to remember Joan Skocir, who died on February 25 of this
year, and who led this program for many years. St. Ben’s Meal Program was
very important to Joan, and she served in the kitchen and on the line downtown as long as she was physically able. Homebound, she stayed connected
by ordering the food every month and also with her monetary donaons.
Joan was very acve in many ways in this parish, serving as past president of
Chrisan Women, head of the Liturgy Commi3ee, an employee at St. Greg’s
in the liturgy department, a choir member, a religious educaon catechist
and so many other ministries. As a talented arst, she shared those skills
with her parish. She was instrumental in the founding of our Parish Fesval
many years ago. She will be missed by her family and friends. Please keep
all in prayer as we remember someone who served her God well.

LIVE THE LITURGY—WEEKLY INSPIRATION
Seeing is much more than just a function of our eyes. We can look at
something with clear vision but not really see it. Often what we think we see
is colored by our presuppositions, prejudices, assumptions, and needs. We
judge things by appearance, but God looks into the heart. God’s sight has a
much wider range and far greater depth. Receiving things or people just
based on appearance can lead us to erroneous and hurtful judgments. We
think we are seeing clearly, but we are not. Allowing God to restore our sight
so that we can truly see is a worthy goal for our Lenten journey. Look within
and look without. What do you see? Allow God to complete the picture for
you. Ask Him to give you the insight to look into someone’s heart. Don’t draw
hasty conclusions or presume you know the truth. Be open and humble
enough so that you can receive the sight that only God can give.

LITURGY

All meetings and liturgies cancelled
due to CoronaVirus. Please know
that Fr. Todd is saying a private
Mass daily, which includes the
intentions for the daily and
weekend Masses, and for all
parishioners of St. Gregory the Great
Parish and their families.
L  P

  M   

Giving up habits and ways of thinking can
be difficult. Imagine making a change to
something simple, such as a banking
account with direct deposit and
automatic bill pay. Once a structure has
been established, linking accounts,
deposits, ad debits, it can be cumbersome
to make a change, close the account, and
open a new one. If we encounter such
difficulty with a matter as simple as a
bank account, imagine what we encounter
– even at a subconscious level –
When we change a way of thinking about

♦LIGHTHOUSE NEWS♦
All schools in the State of Wisconsin
have been cancelled, and that means
there will be No Religious Education
classes, Sacrament Preparation classes or
Sacrament Preparation activities until
further notice.
Lety Gutierrez-Kenny, the Director of
Faith Formation will have lessons online
for families as well as an alternative
home retreat for those in Sacramental
Preparation.

♦♦ March MILITARY
PRAYER LIST ♦♦
Carl Harycki, Army, Afghanistan
Sgt. Jacob Lang, Marines, Camp
Pendelton, California
Col. Mark Mitchell, Army, Iraq
Capt. David Nesseth, Army,
North Carolina
Petty Officer Third Class Ryan O’Neill,
Navy, Sasebo, Japan
Major Adam Scheuer, Scott Air Force
Base, Belleville, IL
Pfc. Jonathan Schmidt, Afghanistan
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PRAYER OF THE
FAITHFUL

…...For the sick and hospitalized…

Eva Abbott, Anni B., Janet Berezowitz,
Lynn Bergum, Norbert Biedermann,
Janet Blaesing, Lila Brown,
Elaine Bykowski, Italia Cervioni,
Anna DiMotto, Mary Ebner,
John Farney, Deb Filipiak,
Constance Forse, Steve Frek,
Kenny Frek,
Cecilia Gozdzialski, Esther Gruber,
Michael Gozdzialski,
Samantha Hanzel, Bob Hargan,
Mary Heyn, Vivian Jagielski,
Irene Janusz, Irene Kerwin,
Estelle Kinnard,
Tom Klawien, ,
Beth Kramer, Gary Kulwicki,
Carol Kuzbek, Matt Lawrenz,
Mary Kay Murray, Robert Nahring,
Christina Navarro, Helen Oleniczak,
Jeff O’Neill, Florence Panfil,
Donna Roepke, Linda Saje,
Francisco Tercero Sanchez,
Santo Sanfilippo, Nancy Schabel,
Edward & Kathleen Slapczynski,
Catherine Slapczynski,
Carol Spilker, Katie Stewart,
Violet Szutz, Aniyah Thompson,
Geraldine Tutino, Ken Uhan,
Bob & Beverly Verzal.
For the deceased members of
St. Gregory the Great, especially Daniel
Jakabowski who died recently, that they
may rest in Christ’s peace.

Page 4

♦♦ ST. VINCENT DE PAUL NEWS♦♦
Although daily events have caused all of us to adapt, our mission as Vincentians
remains. We have implemented some changes to our pantry to ensure the safety
and health of our volunteers and our neighbors in need. The pandemic crisis
brings another challenge to lives that are already difficult. We are especially
concerned about our school families that no longer have access to their free/
reduced breakfast and hot lunch. If you, or someone you know is in need of
assistance with food, please call the parish office (543-8292) to be connected
with someone from our Society. And in the meantime, please pray for those who
are most vulnerable right now.

Prayer during a Pandemic

May we who are merely inconvenienced
remember those whose lives are at stake.
May we who have no risk factor remember those most vulnerable.
May we who have the luxury of working from home
remember those who must choose
between preserving their health or making their rent.
May we who have the flexibility to care for our children
when their schools close
remember those who have no options.
May we who have to cancel our trips
remember those that have no place to go.
May we who are losing our margin money
in the tumult of the economic market
remember those who have no margin at all.
May we who settle in for a quarantine at home
remember those who have no home.
During this time when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other,
let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God to our neighbors.
Amen.



St. Vincent De Paul News






LOVE NOTES

“The Lord does not see as humans
see.” (1 Samuel 16:7) As the saying
goes, “Love is blind.” God and your
beloved can see beauty beneath the
surface. Beyond physical appearance
or prowess what invisible gift do you
see in your beloved?

♦ QUESTION OF THE WEEK ♦
When have I judged someone
unkindly without taking the time to
look deeper? What can I do to
remember to allow Christ to
illuminate my way?

Over my first 8 months as pastor I have been inspired by the great
ministry provided by St. Vincent de Paul. The support our volunteers provide is
a living example of the Church’s Corporal Works of Mercy, and the need for the
services of SVDP continues to grow.
As a result, I am pleased to share that SVDP will now have a space that better
suits their needs and the needs of the clients they serve. The food pantry and
office space of SVDP will move from the parish offices to a portion of the kitchen
space in Tenpenny Hall (once known as the “dish room” where the large
dishwasher was located). In addition, several storage areas will be reconfigured
which will provide an additional storage space for SVDP as well as a better use
of storage areas for other parish groups. I want to thank the members of SVDP
(as well as the other groups who are reconfiguring their storage spaces) for their
openness and enthusiasm for this project. Change is not easy. However, this
thriving ministry deserves a space that will support their needs-not only for
today, but for many years to come!
SVDP will be seeking volunteers to help with the relocation efforts. You may
contact: Susan Feider Kelly, 414-543-3452, or johnkelly69@sbcglobal.net
She will get back to you with more information once a moving timeline has been
finalized.

Fr. Todd

March 22, 2020

Page 5

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 

The 6 Characteristics of an Everyday
Stewardship for Lent – Gracious

Fourth WEEK OF LENT

Word-A-Week
For LENT

Each week of Lent we invite you to
join us as we pray and reflect with
just one word!
This week’s word is RIDICULOUS.
During this season of Lent, we are
directed to care for others. We are
told by Jesus to turn the other cheek,
forgive each other and walk the extra
mile to help others. We are even told
to love our enemies and those who
hurt us. How RIDICULOUS!
But, if we are true followers, we take
up this directive and try to follow
what we are told. Many times, a
person lashes out because he/she has
been deeply hurt. They don’t know
how to deal with hurt except to lash
out. When we return with love, they
can experience something they
haven’t had in their lives. What a
wonderful call to be an instrument of
love and peace for another. May this
week be a week where we reach out
to others in love as instruments of
God’s love.

Each week of Lent will highlight
someone whose life has been changed
through the CRS Rice Bowl Project.
Meet Maria Ana Maria. Ana and her
brothers receive one meal a day at
school, so that they can focus on
achieving their dreams. How was
education important for your future?
How can you we ensure that all
young people have a chance to be
educated? Visit crsricebowl.org for
more.

FINAL WEEK FOR
PARISH SURVEY!
Please
visit:
www.DiscipleMakerIndex.com
This survey will help our parish
effectively plan for the future. We
appreciate your support of this
Archdiocesan initiative!. Survey closes
March 23.
If you need a PAPER copy of the survey
you call the parish office and one can be
mailed to you.

Jo Therese Fahres

Vacations can be great times for
refueling the body and renewing bonds
within a family and between friends.
No matter how good the vacation was,
it is almost always good to get home
when it is over. Sleeping in our own
bed, taking a shower in our own
bathroom, and resting on our own
couch are some of the aspects of home
we can miss while on the road. That’s
why encountering truly gracious and
hospitable people while we are away is
so important. These people are not
family, but they sure can provide for us
a glimpse of home. They can be waiters
at a restaurant, desk hosts at a hotel, or
even Uber drivers. They enrich our lives
if for only a moment, yet that moment
can make all the difference.
When disciples of Jesus Christ act in a
gracious manner to all those they meet,
they provide a glimpse of home. This
home is not in a house in a particular
location, but it is a home prepared for
all of us for eternity. No matter how
comfortable we may be in our earthly
homes, it truly pales in comparison to
eternity with God. In that heavenly
home, there is no darkness, only light.
There are no tears, only joy. There is no
hate, only love.
We are ambassadors for heaven by how
we offer ourselves to others. Our
stewardship of hospitality allows
others to see a glimpse of what God
promises to us. Unless we truly step up
and act in a gracious manner, will those
we encounter ever know the Truth? I
hate it when I am on the road and fail to
meet people full of joy and welcome. At
least I can look forward to coming
home. What do those along the way
look forward to in the next life that you
can’t show them a glimpse of in this
one?
— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS

St. Mary’s Church: 9520 W. Forest Home Ave. Hales Corners
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♦♦♦♦ GOSPEL MEDITATION - March 22, 2020, 4th Sunday of Lent ♦♦♦♦
Gospel reading: John 9:1-41
“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” Jesus wants to motivate each one of us to see the truth. After developing a

relationship with Jesus, the blind man “sees” as someone very special. The Pharisees, due to the blindness caused
by their ignorance, prejudice, and need for self-preservation, still remain blind. Presuppositions, prejudices,
assumptions, and our needs can easily blind us to truth. We see what we want or need to see and not what is
really there. In addition, our stubbornness continues to convince us that we are right and that our vision is
perfect. Only God can complete the picture.
Look around at our world. So much of what is happening today is due to the reluctance of folks to allow
themselves to be stretched and brought to see what is really there. Many react to what life presents to them more
with the lenses of ignorance than lenses of clarity. The Gospel carries great transformative value. With it, God
corrects our vision and replaces our limited sight with the fullness of his sight. God opens our eyes so that we
can see that it is not about preserving what we have created but of living in the immensity and wonder of God’s
kingdom.
Through a simple, loving relationship with God, we can break through the tethers of prejudice, eradicate fear,
dispel the darkness of hatred and sin, discover freedom, live in peace, work for justice, be effective stewards of
creation, assist the migrant and the immigrant, and safeguard our economic systems and policies so that they
truly serve all of God’s children. What we see is often an artificial lie. Our truth is much bigger than what our
limited sight believes it to be. Allow God to work in and through you. Do not be afraid. Be open and be humble
enough to know that you need help. Many human beings are living with severe cataracts that produce sight that
is at best blurred. Are you one of them?

March 22, 2020
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Easter Egg Hunt


Saturday, April 11, 11am 
St. Gregory the Great Parish
Cost: $2 per child
Ages: 311



Meet on the school playground near the Bookend’s Entrance 


Parents must accompany child(ren) during egg hunt. Children will be allowed to
find 6 eggs each. Bring your Easter basket and find hidden eggs with treats
inside on the parish grounds. Find a “special egg” and receive a special prize!
Please dress appropriately, grassy areas tend to be muddy. In case of bad
weather, hunt will be held inside (use school entrance from playground).
















Registration is required! 





Please submit this form to the Parish Office by April 3.
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Child(ren) name(s):  
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Total amount Enclosed: $_____________











Funeral Home
Beer-Soda-Wine-Liquor
Daily 9-9 • Sunday 10-2
5031 W. Oklahoma 545-2175

BRUSKIEWITZ
FUNERAL HOME

www.ForestHomeFunerals.com

5355 W. Forest Home Ave.

414-321-1700

Family Owned
& Operated

El Rey Family Market

El Rey Plaza

El Rey Food Mart

5200 W. Oklahoma Ave.
Milw., WI 53219

3524 W. Burnham St.
Milw., WI 53215

1320 W. Burnham St.
Milw., WI 53204

414-643-1640

414-541-5200

414-643-1616

414-383-7786

545-9211

autobodyspecialistsllc.net

Hours: Sun, Mon: Closed • Tue, Wed: 11-5
Thur: 11-6 • Fri: 11-5 • Sat 9:30-3 (414) 482-1566

www.southsidetrains.com

tom@southsidetrains.com

RAY’S BUTCHER
SHOPPE

Sunday Special: 6 Rolls Free
with the Purchase of 1# Hot Ham
4640 W. Loomis Rd.

423-1322

Greenfield

414-750-1782

FRIENDLY SERVICE • FREE LOANERS
autobodyspecialists@hotmail.com

HO & N ENGINES • BOOKS • DVD’S • BUY • SELL
TRADE • TRAINS & TRAIN-RELATED ITEMS

Mike & Daughters’
Lawn Cutting Service

Bus: 541-3648

Member B.B.B.

ALLIS AUTOMOTIVE
CENTER

COMPLETE AUTO COLLISION REPAIR

VINCE DI BELLA

El Rey
916 S. Cesar E. Chavez Dr.
Milw., WI 53204

Family run
Weekly lawn-cutting
Watering During dry spells
Personal Care
Fall Clean Up
Free Estimates
We treat your yard like our own!

Auto Body Specialists LLC
6024 W. MITCHELL ST.

3979 South Howell Ave. • Milwaukee, WI 53207

Serving Milwaukee Since 1978

5920 W. Lincoln Ave. • 414-541-7533
www.schafffuneralhome.com

SOUTH SIDE
TRAINS

Complete line of Hispanic & American Groceries.
We specialize in fresh corn tortillas, Mexican bakery
and our famous El Rey Tostadita Chips.

Your Parish Carpet Cleaner

6205 W. Lincoln Ave. | RON STROIKA

Call Jim at: 414-254-4210
920-994-4003

ROOFING - SIDING - PAINTING - REPAIRS

• Complete Automotive Service
• Electronic Work

JACKSON PARK
FAMILY DENTAL

Dentistry for the Entire Family

• Independent Apts
• Assisted Living
• Memory Care
• Skilled Nursing
• Out-Patient Rehab
• Ventilator Care

(414) 607-4100
VMPcares.com

4 OFF any
Family size

$

3 OFF

$

any large

Now accepting new patients
Hablamos Español

Providing Quality Service, Repairs
& Installation for over 28 Years
Prompt Service on All Makes & Models
of Garage Doors & Openers

Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

Residential Work

We are also a proud member of the
Better Business Bureau (A+ Rating)

640 S. 70th St.

LAWN EQUIPMENT
SALES & SERVICE

1 off any
Medium pizza
WITH THIS AD

www.schweitzersservice.com

Phone: 543-2557

Established 1996 • Parish Family

SHARE YOUR TIME & TALENT

Mon - Sat 7am - 11pm

Italian,
Sicilian &
American
www.atouchofsicily.com
Cuisine

Daily
Specials

❖

Every
Day!

Sun 7am - 9pm
Open for Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner Mexican & American Food

5823 W. Burnham St., West Allis

414-471-8565

Volunteer
With Us

SCHWEITZER’S

Hours: Mon.-Sun. 10am-8pm

3468 N. Oakland Ave., Milwaukee • 414.963.9623
Chef Peter Carini
carinislaconcadora.com

ROMAN ELECTRIC

6510 W Forest Home Ave
www.advohd.com

6437 W. Forest Home Ave., Greenfield, WI 53220

Specializing
in Pasta
& Seafood

www.paulsmithdds.com

414-321-0500

414-327-8750
3027 South 60th Street

$

Buy One 6” Sub With Drink And Get One
6” Sub For Free - WITH COUPON
Coupon Good Only At: 3025 S. 60th St.

3520 W Oklahoma Ave | 645-0365

(414) 321-1800 • ClementManor.com
Located at 92nd St and Howard Ave, Greenfield
321-7440

St. Gregory the Great Parish
stgregsmil.weshareonline.org

6615 W. Oklahoma Ave.

www.heritagefuneral.com

5 Locations To Serve You

Family Owned & Operated by the Klemmer &
Peppey Families for 4 generations

Acc - U - Rite Tax Service, Inc.
Paul S. Wickert, Enrolled Agent - ChFC® - IAR
6320 W. Forest Home Ave.
Milwaukee, WI 53220
414-541-4900 • 414-541-6220 Fax
paul@acc-u-rite.com EMAIL • www.acc-u-rite.com
Paul S. Wickert, Investment Advisory Representative Securities offered through H.D. Vest Investment
ServicesSM, Member SIPC Advisory services offered through H.D. Vest Advisory ServicesSM
6333 North State Highway 161, Fourth Floor • Irving, Texas 75038 • (972) 870-6000
Acc-U-Rite Tax Service, Inc. is not a registered broker/dealer or independent investment advisory firm

Mount Olivet Cemetery

6733 W Oklahoma Avenue

Your neighborhood Catholic Cemetery.

(414) 543-4111

Call for your free planning guide and consultation.

Auto and Light Truck Repair

Trustworthy Since 1954

3801 West Morgan Ave. • Milwaukee, WI 53221

Call Scott Hoffman, Cemetery Manager, here to serve you and your family at 262-515-7544
Since 1980

“TOMORROW’S
FLOORING TODAY”
Pre-Need Lunch &
Learn Seminars Held Monthly
Call 414-649-1739 for more info

www.maxsass.com

		

Carpet - Vinyl - Laminate - Hardwood - Ceramic
Window Treatments

4820 W. Loomis Rd.

Greenfield, WI
414-744-9400

2142 E. Moreland Blvd.

BUNZEL’S

We
We
cater! Deliver
“Fried Chicken, Philliy’s, Burgers and more”.

Fresh Custom Cut Choice Meats
Party Trays • Catering

Call us today: (414) 542-8788

OLD FASHIONED MEAT MARKET
Thank You For Supporting A Family Tradition

Waukesha, WI
262-524-1455

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 • www.4lpi.com		

9015 W. Burleigh
873-7960
www.bunzelmeats.com

Hrs. 10am-11pm Mon-Sat 10am-10pm Sunday

3100 S 60th st. Milwaukee, WI 53219
Order Online Today www.CrispyAndGrill.com

St. Gregory the Great, Milwaukee, WI

A 4C 01-1288

