
Year of Saint Joseph �

On December 8, 2020, (the 150th anniversary of the 

declaration of Saint Joseph as Patron of the Universal 

Church), Pope Francis  issued an Apostolic Letter 

entitled�Patris	corde� (“With a Father’s Heart”), proclaiming  

a “Year of Saint Joseph” from December 8, 2020, to 

December 8, 2021.  The Apostolic Penitentiary also issued 

a�Decree�granting plenary indulgences for this special year 

(See:� vaticannews.va).�  This bulletin contains a Nine Day 

Novena to Saint Joseph, which is to be prayed from March 

11 to March 19, 2021, the Feast Day of St. Joseph. On the last 

page of the bulletin is a Novena Prayer to be prayed at the 

end of each day’s devotion.�



�

�

1st Day � Foster Father of Jesus�

Saint Joseph, you were 

privileged to share in the 

mystery of the Incarnation as 

the foster�father of Jesus. 

Mary alone was directly 

connected with the fulfillment 

of the mystery, in that she 

gave her consent to Christ's 

conception and allowed the 

Holy Spirit to form the sacred 

humanity of Jesus from her 

blood. You had a part in this 

mystery in an indirect 

manner, by fulfilling the 

condition necessary for the Incarnation �� the protection of Mary's 

virginity before and during your married life with her. You made 

the virginal marriage possible, and this was a part of God's plan, 

foreseen, willed, and decreed from all eternity.�

In a more direct manner you shared in the support, upbringing, and 

protection of the Divine Child as His foster�father. For this 

purpose the Heavenly Father gave you a genuine heart of a father �

� a heart full of love and self�sacrifice. With the toil of your hands 

you were obliged to offer protection to the Divine Child, to 

procure for Him food, clothing, and a home. You were truly the 

saint of the holy childhood of Jesus �� the living created 

providence which watched over the Christ�Child.�

When Herod sought the Child to put Him to death, the Heavenly 

Father sent an angel but only as a messenger, giving orders for the 

flight; the rest He left entirely in your hands. It was that fatherly 

love which was the only refuge that received and protected the 

Divine Child. Your fatherly love carried Him through the desert 

into Egypt until all enemies were removed. Then on your arms the 

Child returned to Nazareth to be nourished and provided for 

during many years by the labor of your hands. Whatever a human 

son owes to a human father for all the benefits of his up�bringing 

and support, Jesus owed to you, because you were to Him a foster�

father, teacher, and protector.�

You served the Divine Child with a singular love. God gave you a 

heart filled with heavenly, supernatural love �� a love far deeper 

and more powerful than any natural father's love could be.�

You served the Divine Child with great unselfishness, without any 

regard to self�interest, but not without sacrifices. You did not toil 

for yourself, but you seemed to be an instrument intended for the 

benefit of others, to be put aside as soon as it had done its work, 

for you disappeared from the scene once the childhood of Jesus 

had passed.�

You were the shadow of the Heavenly Father not only as the 

earthly representative of the authority of the Father, but also by 

means of your fatherhood �� which only appeared to be natural �� 

you were to hide for a while the divinity of Jesus. What a 

wonderfully sublime and divine vocation was yours �� the loving 

Child which you carried in your arms, and loved and served so 

faithfully, had God in Heaven as Father and was Himself God!�

Yours is a very special rank among the saints of the Kingdom of 

God, because you were so much a part of the very life of the Word 

of God made Man. In your house at Nazareth and under your care 

the redemption of mankind was prepared. What you accomplished, 

you did for us. You are not only a powerful and great saint in the 

Kingdom of God, but a benefactor of the whole of Christendom 

and mankind. Your rank in the Kingdom of God, surpassing far in 

dignity and honor of all the angels, deserves our very special 

veneration, love, and gratitude.�

Saint Joseph, I thank God for your privilege of having been chosen 

by God to be the foster�father of His Divine Son. As a token of 

your own gratitude to God for this your greatest privilege, obtain 

for me the grace of a very devoted love for Jesus Christ, my God 

and my Savior. Help me to serve Him with some of the self�

sacrificing love and devotion which you had while on this earth 

with Him. Grant that through your intercession with Jesus, your 

foster�Son, I may reach the degree of holiness God has destined 

for me, and save my soul.�

(Pray the Novena Prayer on last page.)�

2nd Day � Virginal Husband of Mary�

Saint Joseph, I honor you as the 

true husband of Mary. Scripture 

says: "Jacob begot Joseph, the 

husband of Mary, and of her was 

born Jesus who is called 

Christ" (Matt. 1:16). Your 

marriage to Mary was a sacred 

contract by which you and Mary 

gave yourselves to each other. 

Mary really belonged to you 

with all she was and had. You 

had a right to her love and 

obedience; and no other person 

so won her esteem, obedience, 

and love.�

You were also the protector and 

witness of Mary's virginity. By 

your marriage you gave to each 

other your virginity, and also the mutual right over it �� a right to 

safeguard the other's virtue. This mutual virginity also belonged to 

the divine plan of the Incarnation, for God sent His angel to assure 

you that motherhood and virginity in Mary could be united.�

This union of marriage not only brought you into daily familiar 

association with Mary, the loveliest of God's creatures, but also 

enabled you to share with her a mutual exchange of spiritual 

goods. And Mary found her edification in your calm, humble, and 

deep virtue, purity, and sanctity. What a great honor comes to you 

from this close union with her whom the Son of God calls Mother 

and whom He declared the Queen of heaven and earth! Whatever 

Mary had belonged by right to you also, and this included her Son, 

even though He had been given to her by God in a wonderful way. 

Jesus belonged to you as His legal father. Your marriage was the 

way which God chose to have Jesus introduced into the world, a 

great divine mystery from which all benefits have come to us.�

God the Son confided the guardianship and the support of His 

Immaculate Mother to your care. Mary's life was that of the 

Mother of the Savior, who did not come upon earth to enjoy 

honors and pleasures, but to redeem the world by hard work, 

suffering, and the cross. You were the faithful companion, 

support, and comforter of the Mother of Sorrows. How loyal you 

were to her in poverty, journeying, work, and pain. Your love for 

Mary was based upon your esteem for her as Mother of God. After 

God and the Divine Child, you loved no one as much as her. Mary 

responded to this love. She submitted to your guidance with 

naturalness and easy grace and childlike confidence. The Holy 

Spirit Himself was the bond of the great love which united your 

hearts.�

Saint Joseph, I thank God for your privilege of being the virginal 

husband of Mary. As a token of your own gratitude to God, obtain 

for me the grace to love Jesus with all my heart, as you did, 

and�  love Mary with some of the tenderness and loyalty with 

which you loved her.   (Novena Prayer)�



3rd Day�Man Chosen by the Blessed Trinity�

Saint Joseph, you were the man 

chosen by God the Father. He 

selected you to be His 

representative on earth, hence 

He granted you all the graces 

and blessings you needed to be 

His worthy representative.�

You were the man chosen by 

God the Son. Desirous of a 

worthy foster�father, He added 

His own riches and gifts, and 

above all, His love. The true 

measure of your sanctity is to be 

judged by your imitation of 

Jesus. You were entirely 

consecrated to Jesus, working 

always near Him, offering Him 

your virtues, your work, your sufferings, your very life. Jesus lived 

in you perfectly so that you were transformed into Him. In this lies 

your special glory, and the keynote of your sanctity. Hence, after 

Mary, you are the holiest of the saints.�

You were chosen by the Holy Spirit. He is the mutual Love of the 

Father and the Son �� the heart of the Holy Trinity. In His wisdom 

He draws forth all creatures from nothing, guides them to their end 

in showing them their destiny and giving them the means to reach 

it. Every vocation and every fulfillment of a vocation proceeds 

from the Holy Spirit. As a foster�father of Jesus and head of the 

Holy Family, you had an exalted and most responsible vocation �� 

to open the way for the redemption of the world and to prepare for 

it by the education and guidance of the youth of the God�Man. In 

this work you cooperated as the instrument of the Holy Spirit. The 

Holy Spirit was the guide; you obeyed and carried out the works. 

How perfectly you obeyed the guidance of the God of Love!�

The words of the Old Testament which Pharaoh spoke concerning 

Joseph of Egypt can well be applied to you: "Can we find such 

another man, that is full of the spirit of God, or a wise man like to 

him?" (Gen. 41:38). No less is your share in the divine work of 

God than was that of Egypt. You now reign with your foster�Son 

and see reflected in the mirror of God's Wisdom the Divine Will 

and what is of benefit to our souls.�

Saint Joseph, I thank God for having made you the man specially 

chosen by Him. As a token of your own gratitude to God, obtain 

for me the grace to imitate your virtues so that I too may be 

pleasing to the Heart of God. Help me to give myself entirely to 

His service and to the accomplishment of His Holy Will, that one 

day I may reach heaven and be eternally united to God as you are.�

(Novena Prayer)�

4th Day � Faithful Servant�

Saint Joseph, you were privileged to share in the mystery of the 

Incarnation as the foster�father of Jesus. Mary alone was directly 

connected with the fulfillment of the mystery, in that she gave her 

consent to Christ's conception and allowed the Holy Spirit to form 

the sacred humanity of Jesus from her blood. You had a part in 

this mystery in an indirect manner, by fulfilling the condition 

necessary for the Incarnation �� the protection of Mary's virginity 

before and during your married life with her. You made the 

virginal marriage possible, and this was a part of God's plan, 

foreseen, willed, and decreed from all eternity.�

In a more direct manner you shared in the support, upbringing, and 

protection of the Divine Child as His foster�father. For this 

purpose the Heavenly Father gave you a genuine heart of a father �

� a heart full of love and self�sacrifice. With the toil of your hands 

you were obliged to offer protection to the Divine Child, to 

procure for Him food, clothing, and a home. You were truly the 

saint of the holy childhood of Jesus �� the living created 

providence which watched over the Christ�Child.�

When Herod sought the Child to put Him to death, the Heavenly 

Father sent an angel but only as a messenger, giving orders for the 

flight; the rest He left entirely in your hands. It was that fatherly 

love which was the only refuge that received and protected the 

Divine Child. Your fatherly love carried Him through the desert 

into Egypt until all enemies were removed. Then on your arms the 

Child returned to Nazareth to be nourished and provided for 

during many years by the labor of your hands. Whatever a human 

son owes to a human father for all the benefits of his up�bringing 

and support, Jesus owed to you, because you were to Him a foster�

father, teacher, and protector.�

You served the Divine Child with a singular love. God gave you a 

heart filled with heavenly, supernatural love �� a love far deeper 

and more powerful than any natural father's love could be.�

You served the Divine Child with great unselfishness, without any 

regard to self�interest, but not without sacrifices. You did not toil 

for yourself, but you seemed to be an instrument intended for the 

benefit of others, to be put aside as soon as it had done its work, 

for you disappeared from the scene once the childhood of Jesus 

had passed.�

You were the shadow of the Heavenly Father not only as the 

earthly representative of the authority of the Father, but also by 

means of your fatherhood �� which only appeared to be natural �� 

you were to hide for a while the divinity of Jesus. What a 

wonderfully sublime and divine vocation was yours �� the loving 

Child which you carried in your arms, and loved and served so 

faithfully, had God in Heaven as Father and was Himself God!�

Yours is a very special rank among the saints of the Kingdom of 

God, because you were so much a part of the very life of the Word 

of God made Man. In your house at Nazareth and under your care 

the redemption of mankind was prepared. What you accomplished, 

you did for us. You are not only a powerful and great saint in the 

Kingdom of God, but a benefactor of the whole of Christendom 

and mankind. Your rank in the Kingdom of God, surpassing far in 

dignity and honor of all the angels, deserves our very special 

veneration, love, and gratitude.�

Saint Joseph, I thank God for your privilege of having been chosen 

by God to be the foster�father of His Divine Son. As a token of 

your own gratitude to God for this your greatest privilege, obtain 

for me the grace of a very devoted love for Jesus Christ, my God 

and my Savior. Help me to serve Him with some of the self�

sacrificing love and devotion which you had while on this earth 

with Him. Grant that through your intercession with Jesus, your 

foster�Son, I may reach the degree of holiness God has destined 

for me, and save my soul.  (Novena Prayer)�



5th Day � Patron of the Church�

Saint Joseph, God has 

appointed you patron of the 

Catholic Church because you 

were the head of the Holy 

Family, the starting�point of 

the Church. You were the 

father, protector, guide and 

support of the Holy Family. 

For that reason you belong in a 

particular way to the Church, 

which was the purpose of the 

Holy Family's existence.�

I believe that the Church is the family of God on earth. Its 

government is represented in priestly authority which consists 

above all in its power over the true Body of Christ, really present 

in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, thus continuing Christ's life 

in the Church. From this power, too, comes authority over the 

Mystical Body of Christ, the members of the Church �� the power 

to teach and govern souls, to reconcile them with God, to bless 

them, and to pray for them.�

You have a special relationship to the priesthood because you 

possessed a wonderful power over our Savior Himself. Your life 

and office were of a priestly function and are especially connected 

with the Blessed Sacrament. To some extent you were the means 

of bringing the Redeemer to us �� as it is the priest's function to 

bring Him to us in the Mass �� for you reared Jesus, supported, 

nourished, protected and sheltered Him. You were prefigured by 

the patriarch Joseph, who kept supplies of wheat for his people. 

But how much greater than he were you! Joseph of old gave the 

Egyptians mere bread for their bodies. You nourished, and with the 

most tender care, preserved for the Church Him who is the Bread 

of Heaven and who gives eternal life in Holy Communion.�

God has appointed you patron of the Church because the glorious 

title of patriarch also falls by special right to you. The patriarchs 

were the heads of families of the Chosen People, and theirs was the 

honor to prepare for the Savior's incarnation. You belonged to this 

line of patriarchs, for you were one of the last descendants of the 

family of David and one of the nearest forebears of Christ 

according to the flesh. As husband of Mary, the Mother of God, 

and as the foster�father of the Savior, you were directly connected 

with Christ. Your vocation was especially concerned with the 

Person of Jesus; your entire activity centered about Him. You are, 

therefore, the closing of the Old Testament and the beginning of 

the New, which took its rise with the Holy Family of Nazareth. 

Because the New Testament surpasses the Old in every respect, 

you are the patriarch of patriarchs, the most venerable, exalted, and 

amiable of all the patriarchs.�

Through Mary, the Church received Christ, and therefore the 

Church is indebted to her. But the Church owes her debt of 

gratitude and veneration to you also, for you were the chosen one 

who enabled Christ to enter into the world according to the laws of 

order and fitness. It was by you that the patriarchs and the prophets 

and the faithful reaped the fruit of God's promise. Alone among 

them all, you saw with your own eyes and possessed the Redeemer 

promised to the rest of men.�

Saint Joseph, I thank God for your privilege of being the Patron of 

the Church. As a token of your own gratitude to God, obtain for 

me the grace to live always as a worthy member of this Church, so 

that through it I may save my soul. Bless the priests, the religious, 

and the laity of the Catholic Church, that they may ever grow in 

God's love and faithfulness in His service. Protect the Church from 

the evils of our day and from the persecution of her enemies. 

Through your powerful intercession may the church successfully 

accomplish its mission in this world �� the glory of God and the 

salvation of souls!  (Novena Prayer)�

6th Day � Patron of Families�

Saint Joseph, I venerate you as the 

gentle head of the Holy Family. The 

Holy Family was the scene of your 

life's work in its origin, in its guidance, 

in its protection, in your labor for Jesus 

and Mary, and even in your death in 

their arms. You lived, moved, and 

acted in the loving company of Jesus 

and Mary. The inspired writer describes 

your life at Nazareth in only a few 

words: "And (Jesus) went down with them and came to Nazareth, 

and was subject to them" (Luke, 2:51). Yet these words tell of your 

high vocation here on earth, and the abundance of graces which 

filled your soul during those years spent in Nazareth.�

Your family life at Nazareth was all radiant with the light of divine 

charity. There was an intimate union of heart and mind among the 

members of your Holy Family. There could not have been a closer 

bond than that uniting you to Jesus, your foster�Son and to Mary, 

your most loving wife. Jesus chose to fulfill toward you, His foster

�father, all the duties of a faithful son, showing you every mark of 

honor and affection due to a parent. And Mary showed you all the 

signs of respect and love of a devoted wife. You responded to this 

love and veneration from Jesus and Mary� with feelings of deepest 

love and respect. You had for Jesus a true fatherly love, enkindled 

and kept aglow in your heart by the Holy Spirit. And you could not 

cease to admire the workings of grace in Mary's soul, and this 

admiration caused the holy love which you had consecrated to her 

on the day of your wedding grow stronger every day.�

God has made you a heavenly patron of family life because you 

sanctified yourself as head of the Holy Family and thus by your 

beautiful example sanctified family life. How peacefully and 

happily the Holy Family rested under the care of your fatherly rule, 

even in the midst of trials. You were the protector, counselor, and 

consolation of the Holy Family in every need. And just as you 

were the model of piety, so you gave us by your zeal, your 

earnestness and devout trust in God's providence, and especially by 

your love, the example of labor according to the Will of God. You 

cherished all the experiences common to family life and the sacred 

memories of the life, sufferings, and joys in the company of Jesus 

and Mary. Therefore the family is dear to you as the work of God, 

and it is of the highest importance in your eyes to promote the 

honor of God and the well�being of man. In your loving 

fatherliness and unfailing intercession you are the patron and 

intercessor of families, and you deserve a place in every home.�

Saint Joseph, I thank God for your privilege of living in the Holy 

Family and being its head. As a token of your own gratitude to 

God, obtain God's blessing upon my own family. Make our home 

the kingdom of Jesus and Mary �� a kingdom of peace, of joy, and 

love.�

I also pray for all Christian families. Your help is needed in our 

day when God's enemy has directed his attack against the family in 

order to desecrate and destroy it. In the face of these evils, as 

patron of families, be pleased to help; and as of old, you arose to 

save the Child and His Mother, so today arise to protect the 

sanctity of the home. Make our homes sanctuaries of prayer, of 

love, of patient sacrifice, and of work. May they be modeled after 

your own at Nazareth. Remain with us with Jesus and Mary, so 

that by your help we may obey the commandments of God and of 

the Church; receive the holy sacraments of God and of the Church; 

live a life of prayer; and foster religious instruction in our homes. 

Grant that we may be reunited in God's Kingdom and eternally live 

in the company of the Holy Family in heaven.  (Novena Prayer)�



7th Day � Patron of Workers�

Saint Joseph, you devoted 

your time at Nazareth to the 

work of a carpenter. It was 

the Will of God that you and 

your foster�Son should 

spend your days together in 

manual labor. What a 

beautiful example you set 

for the working classes!�

It was especially for the 

poor, who compose the 

greater part of mankind, that 

Jesus came upon earth, for 

in the synagogue of 

Nazareth, He read the words 

of Isaiah and referred them 

to Himself:�  "The Spirit of 

the Lord is upon me, because He has anointed Me to bring good 

news to the poor..." (Luke 4:18). It was God's Will that you should 

be occupied with work common to poor people, that in this way 

Jesus Himself might ennoble it by inheriting it from you, His foster

�father, and by freely embracing it. Thus our Lord teaches us that 

for the humbler class of workmen, He has in store His richest 

graces, provided they live content in the place God's Providence 

has assigned them, and remain poor in spirit for He said, "Blessed 

are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 

5:3).�

The kind of work to which you devoted your time in the workshop 

of Nazareth offered you many occasions of practicing humility. 

You were privileged to see each day the example of humility 

which Jesus practiced �� a virtue most pleasing to Him. He chose 

for His earthly surroundings not the courts of princes nor the halls 

of the learned, but a little workshop of Nazareth. Here you shared 

for many years the humble and hidden toiling of the God�Man. 

What a touching example for the worker of today!�

While your hands were occupied with manual work, your mind 

was turned to God in prayer. From the Divine Master, who worked 

along with you, you learned to work in the presence of God in the 

spirit of prayer, for as He worked He adored His Father and 

recommended the welfare of the world to Him, Jesus also 

instructed you in the wonderful truths of grace and virtue, for you 

were in close contact with Him who said of Himself, "I am the 

Way and the Truth and the Life."�

As you were working at your trade, you were reminded of the 

greatness and majesty of God, who, as a most wise Architect, 

formed this vast universe with wonderful skill and limitless power.�

The light of divine faith that filled your mind, did not grow dim 

when you saw Jesus working as a carpenter. You firmly believed 

that the saintly Youth working beside you was truly God's own 

Son.�

Saint Joseph, I thank God for your privilege of being able to work 

side by side with Jesus in the carpenter shop of Nazareth. As a 

token of your own gratitude to God, obtain for me the grace to 

respect the dignity of labor and ever to be content with the position 

in life, however lowly, in which it may please Divine Providence 

to place me. Teach me to work for God and with God in the spirit 

of humility and prayer, as you did, so that I may offer my toil in 

union with the sacrifice of Jesus in the Mass as a reparation for my 

sins, and gain rich merit for heaven.  �

(Novena Prayer)�

8th Day � Friend in Suffering�

Saint Joseph, your share of 

suffering was very great 

because of your close union 

with the Divine Savior. All 

the mysteries of His life 

were more or less mysteries 

of suffering. Poverty pressed 

upon you, and the cross of 

labor followed you 

everywhere. Nor were you 

spared domestic crosses, 

owing to misunderstandings 

in regard to the holiest and 

most cherished of all beings, 

Jesus and Mary, who were 

all to you. Keen must have 

been the suffering caused by 

the uncertainty regarding 

Mary's virginity; by the 

bestowal of the name of 

Jesus, which pointed to 

future misfortune. Deeply 

painful must have been the prophecy of Simeon, the flight into 

Egypt, the disappearance of Jesus at the Paschal feast. To these 

sufferings were surely added interior sorrow at the sight of the sins 

of your own people.�

You bore all this suffering in a truly Christ�like manner, and in this 

you are our example. No sound of complaint or impatience 

escaped you �� you were, indeed, the silent saint! You submitted to 

all in the spirit of faith, humility, confidence, and love. You 

cheerfully bore all in union with and for the Savior and His 

Mother, knowing well that true love is a crucified love. But God 

never forsook you in your trials. The trials, too, disappeared and 

were changed at last into consolation and joy.�

It seems that God had purposely intended your life to be filled with 

suffering as well as consolation to keep before my eyes the truth 

that my life on earth is but a succession of joys and sorrows, and 

that I must gratefully accept whatever God sends me, and during 

the time of consolation prepare for suffering. Teach me to bear my 

cross in the spirit of faith, of confidence, and of gratitude toward 

God. In a happy eternity, I shall thank God fervently for the 

sufferings which He deigned to send me during my pilgrimage on 

earth, and which after your example I endured with patience and 

heartfelt love for Jesus and Mary.�

You were truly the martyr of the hidden life. This was God's Will, 

for the holier a person is, the more he is tried for the love and glory 

of God. If suffering is the flowering of God's grace in a soul and 

the triumph of the soul's love for God, being the greatest of saints 

after Mary, you suffered more than any of the martyrs.�

�

Because you have experienced the sufferings of this valley of tears, 

you are most kind and sympathetic toward those in need. Down 

through the ages souls have turned to you in distress and have 

always found you a faithful friend in suffering. You have 

graciously heard their prayers in their needs even though it 

demanded a miracle. Having been so intimately united with Jesus 

and Mary in life, your intercession with Them is most powerful.�

Saint Joseph, I thank God for your privilege of being able to suffer 

for Jesus and Mary. As a token of your own gratitude to God, 

obtain for me the grace to bear my suffering patiently for love of 

Jesus and Mary. Grant that I may unite the sufferings, works and 

disappointments of life with the sacrifice of Jesus in the Mass, and 

share like you in Mary's spirit of sacrifice.�

(Novena Prayer)�



9th Day � Patron of a Happy Death�

Saint Joseph, how 

fitting it was that at 

the hour of your 

death Jesus should 

stand at your 

bedside with Mary, 

the sweetness and 

hope of all 

mankind. You gave 

your entire life to 

the service of Jesus 

and Mary; at death 

you enjoyed the 

consolation of 

dying in Their 

loving arms. You 

accepted death in 

the spirit of loving 

submission to the Will of God, and this acceptance crowned your 

hidden life of virtue. Yours was a merciful judgment, for your 

foster�Son, for whom you had cared so lovingly, was your Judge, 

and Mary was your advocate. The verdict of the Judge was a word 

of encouragement to wait for His coming to Limbo, where He 

would shower you with the choicest fruits of the Redemption, and 

an embrace of grateful affection before you breathed forth your 

soul into eternity.�

You looked into eternity and to your everlasting reward with 

confidence. If our Savior blessed the shepherds, the Magi, Simeon, 

John the Baptist, and others, because they greeted His presence 

with devoted hearts for a brief passing hour, how much more did 

He bless you who have sanctified yourself for so many years in 

His company and that of His Mother? If Jesus regards every 

corporal and spiritual work of mercy, performed in behalf of our 

fellow men out of love for Him, as done to Himself, and promises 

heaven as a reward, what must have been the extent of His 

gratitude to you who in the truest sense of the word have received 

Him, given Him shelter, clothed, nourished, and consoled Him at 

the sacrifice of your strength and rest, and even your life, with a 

love which surpassed the love of all fathers.�

God really and personally made Himself your debtor. Our Divine 

Savior paid that debt of gratitude by granting you many graces in 

your lifetime, especially the grace of growing in love, which is the 

best and most perfect of all gifts. Thus at the end of your life your 

heart became filled with love, the fervor and longing of which your 

frail body could not resist. Your soul followed the triumphant 

impulse of your love and winged its flight from earth to bear the 

prophets and patriarchs in Limbo the glad tidings of the advent of 

the Redeemer.�

Saint Joseph, I thank God for your privilege of being able to die in 

the arms of Jesus and Mary. As a token of your own gratitude to 

God, obtain for me the grace of a happy death. Help me to spend 

each day in preparation for death. May I, too, accept death in the 

spirit of resignation to God's Holy Will, and die, as you did, in the 

arms of Jesus, strengthened by Holy Viaticum, and in the arms of 

Mary, with her rosary in my hand and her name on my lips!�

�

(Novena Prayer)�

Novena Prayer to be said at the end of each day's devotion.��

Saint Joseph, I, your unworthy child, greet you. You are the faithful protector and intercessor of all who love and venerate 

you. You know that I have special confidence in you and that, after Jesus and Mary, I place all my hope of salvation in you, 

for you are especially powerful with God and will never abandon your faithful servants. Therefore I humbly invoke you and 

commend myself, with all who are dear to me and all that belong to me, to your intercession. I beg of you, by your love for 

Jesus and Mary, not to abandon me during life and to assist me at the hour of my death.�

�

Glorious Saint Joseph, spouse of the Immaculate Virgin, obtain for me a pure, humble, charitable mind, and perfect 

resignation to the divine Will. Be my guide, my father, and my model through life that I may merit to die as you did in the 

arms of Jesus and Mary.�

�

Loving Saint Joseph, faithful follower of Jesus Christ, I raise my heart to you to implore your powerful intercession in 

obtaining from the Divine Heart of Jesus all the graces necessary for my spiritual and temporal welfare, particularly the grace 

of a happy death, and the special grace I now implore:  (Mention your request).�

�

Guardian of the Word Incarnate, I feel confident that your prayers in my behalf will be graciously heard before the throne of 

God.� Amen.�

�

�

Memorare to Saint Joseph�

�

Remember, most pure spouse of Mary, ever Virgin, my loving protector, Saint Joseph, that no one ever had recourse to your 

protection or asked for your aid without obtaining relief. Confiding, therefore, in your goodness, I come before you and 

humbly implore you. Despise not my petitions, foster�father of the Redeemer, but graciously receive them.�Amen.�
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Bart Hartauer
Kendra Stiel

613 First St. • LaSalle, IL.

815-223-1795

John Pohar
& Sons, Inc.
Est. 1929

Excavating – Site Prep – Commercial
Underground Utilities – Demolition 

2253 Crosat St., LaSalle

815-224-1048

Residential & Commercial  
Doors • Rolling Steel Doors  

 Lifestyle Garage Door Screens 
Telescopic Flag Poles • Retractable Awnings

Phone: 815-539-9048  
Dan Cell: 815-866-9048 www.doorsunlimitedil.com 
Brett Cell: 815-910-9054              Mendota, IL 61342 

Next to the Illinois Valley YMCA in Peru

9-9 Mon-Wed - Fri, 9-5 Tues-Thurs
10 am -4 pm Weekends

815-780-3855
www.ivch.org/caretoday

Your Business Telephone & Surveillance Experts

815 224 4212 
ORDER FOR CARRY OUT! 
815-220-1638

We’re Open! 
Sunday - Thursday 

11AM - 10PM 
Friday & Saturday 

11AM - 11PM
Thank you! 

See you tomorrow!

LADZINSKI CONCRETE
FINISHING CO.

“We Pledge High Quality Work”
Established 1962

Complete Concrete Service
Commercial • Industrial • Residential

223-8307

SCREENPRINTING - EMBROIDERY
TEAM UNIFORMS

815/663-1108
PARISHIONER

Country Cottage
(Formerly Inside the Peru Mall)
520 First St. • Lasalle

Unique gift shop for all life’s
occasions with the widest selection
of religious gifts and decor made
and run by local business owners

in LaSalle county!
www.countrycottage.online

Ricardo J. Calderon, M.D., Board Certified 
American Board of Family Medicine

128 Bucklin St.- LaSalle, IL 61301 • (815) 220-7170

Fami ly  Owned  S ince  1967
Complete Sales, Service and  

Repair of Electric Motors

314 Civic Rd. • La Salle

815-223-2288

Specializing in Medicare  
Supplements & Prescription  

Plans for Seniors

Linda  Dose 
Senior Care Advisor

Dose Agency 
120 E. Walnut, Oglesby ~ 815-883-8616

Call or Text  Fax

Corey Schultz 
Jason Schultz

131 S. Shabbona St. • Streator
815-672-4315 • 815-672-2049
www.schultzbrothersmonument.com

130 3rd Street • La Salle, IL 61301
815-223-0647 

www.drgergovich.com

Every family should have 
a Chiropractor on their 

health care team!

Contact Jon Becker to place an ad today! 
jbecker@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2536

Call us at 815-224-4611 to  
Schedule Your FREE Estimate 

LICENSED, INSURED, PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE

Serving the area for over 40+ years

www.kortetree.com

Serving the Illinois Valley for Over 65 Years 
• Tree & Stump Removal  
* Complete Professional 
   Tree Maintenance 
• Licensed & Fully Insured 

Peru, IL  

    223-3416          
TREE CARE FOR GENERATIONS
www.stuarttreeservice.com

SERVICE
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Directors: Thomas E. Burgess
Lawrence Happ

Utica
208 Church St •815-667-4781

La Salle
860 Bucklin St • 815-223-0587

815-223-0587

10 Third Street, La Salle

Home Style Food • (815) 410-5054

Open 7 Days for Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner Mon-
Thurs 6am-8pm 

Fri & Sat 6am-9pm • Sun 6am-3pm 

Our four 
locations in 

addition to LaSalle: 
Peru, Ottawa,

Oglesby, Lostant 

Mueller-Pagani
Funeral Home 

LaSalle 
(815) 223-0096

www.MuellerFH.com 

• Pre-arrangements  • monuments • on-site Crematory GUISTI ELECTRIC

Residential • Commercial
• New Construction • Remodel • Repair Work

• Service Upgrades • Fuses To Breakers • Rewires

Serving The Illinois Valley Since 1974!
815-339-2544

 
760 E. Etna Rd.

Ottawa, IL  61350 
  
 (815) 433-4712

Serving You Since 1980
Color Specialists 

Manicures  Pedicures
Makeup          Waxing

Open 6 days • studio718hair.com • facebook.com/Studio718
Downtown LaSalle • 815.224.3491

Spring Valley
815-664-4616

Mendota
815-539-3844

La Salle 
815-223-1000

www.ancarevet.com

Route 6 • LaSalle, IL 61301 
815.223.7273 

www.senicagolf.com

PLUMBING & HEATING
Heating • Air Conditioning 

Plumbing • Appliances • Fireplaces 
Generators • Geo-Thermal

815-882-2111 
404 W. Main St., McNabb, IL

815 795-2176 Ruben S. Dittmer
Please No Sunday Calls Owner 

 
Family Owned & Operated Since 1953 

Traditional quality craftsmanship for over 65 Yrs.
Sanding & Refinishing 2329 E 23rd Rd 
of wood flooring Marseilles, IL. 61341

Residential • Commercial • Institutional

Illinois Valley Eye Care 
Drs. Kent & Beth Kunkel 

Drs. Alex & Lauren Uhlenhopp 
Friendly, Professional Vision Care 
215 Richard A Mautino Dr., Spring Valley 

664-5331 
EYESITE: 925 Clinton St. Ottawa 

434-7970

Pat Kinsella 815-223-3700 

 Since 1949 for any 
drainage failure all work 
guaranteed for a year!

Anthony C. Raccuglia & 
Associates P.C.

Anthony C. Raccuglia 
James A. McPhedran

1200 Maple Dr., Peru, IL 
815-223-0230

12 Gunia Drive, LaSalle

815-223-2775

Contact Jon Becker to place an ad today! 
jbecker@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2536

ANCOANCO  
COMMUNITY 

CREDIT UNION

(815) 223-8410 
 

154 3rd Street • LaSalle, IL 61301

Ivan’s & Jr.’s 
Landscaping, Tree 
Service & Trucking

815-993-3334
LASALLE, ILLINOIS

              • Lawncare • Tree Service • Lawn De-Thatching 
• Trimming • Patios • Retaining Walls 

• Dirt, Rock & Mulch Hauling • Snow Removal 
Commercial & Residential • Fully Insured • Free Estimates

Mark Ptak / Tom Ptak
(815) 223-0172

1026 Fourth St. • Peru, IL
Email: info@ptakfh.com

www.ptakfh.com

 
815-663-8425 

 Real Mexican Cuisine!
211 W. St. Paul Street • Spring Valley, IL

Lori Janko Wilke, Agent 
Bus: 815-223-2118 
Toll Free: 888-340-2118 
lori@jankowilke.com 
www.jankowilke.com 

State Farm, Bloomington, IL 
2001738


