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18000 West Greenfield Avenue • Brookfield, WI 53045
262-782-0032 • www.stlukebrookfield.org
December 23, 2018
Fourth Sunday of Advent

Mass Schedule
Saturday
5:00 PM
Sunday
8:00 AM
10:30 AM
Tues., Wed., Fri.
AM

Welcome to St. Luke
Mass Intentions

8:00

Sacraments
B!"#$%&
Please arrange with the
Parish Office.
R'()*($+$!#$)*
Saturdays 4:00-4:30 PM
and by appointment.
M!--$!/'
Arrangements should be
made at least 6 months
prior to the wedding date.
Saturday wedding
schedule: 1:00 PM
A*)$*#$*/ )2 #7' S$(9
Please call to arrange

Devotions
Mother of Perpetual Help
Tuesday…...6:30 PM

Office Hours

We have Sunday and weekday Masses available for 2019. Please call the
parish office if you would like to have a Mass celebrated for your deceased
loved ones or for your special intention.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 23
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Mi 5:1-4a/Heb 10:5-10/Lk 1:39-45
Eucharist for the Lord’s Day
5:00 PM
Si Woody and Parishioners of St. Luke & St. Pius X, Nigeria
8:00 AM
Shirley Nickel
10:30 AM
Kathleen Schendzielos
Monday, December 24
Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a 16/Lk 1:67-79
No Morning Mass

Tuesday, December 25
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)
Is 9:1-6/Ti 2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14
Christmas Eve
4:30 PM
Parishioners, especially Children of St. Luke & St. Pius X
10:30 PM
Parishioners of St. Luke & St. Pius X, Nigeria (Concert at 10:00 pm.)
Christmas Day
9:30 AM
Parishioners of St. Luke & St. Pius X, Nigeria
Wednesday, December 26
Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Mt 10:17-22
No Morning Mass (Parish Office Closed)

Mon., Wed., Thurs., Fri.
8:00 AM-5:00 PM
Tues. 11:00 AM - 7:00 PM

Thursday, December 27
1 Jn 1:1-4/Jn 20:1a, 2-8
No Morning Mass

After hours for
emergencies requiring a
Priest
(262) 782-0032 ext.102

Friday, December 28
1 Jn 1:5—2:2/Mt 2:13-18
8:00 AM
Jean Fisher

Membership
People new to the area are
invited to register at St.
Luke by contacting the
Parish Office or stopping
at the Welcome Table in
the Narthex.
We welcome you to journey
with us in faith!
Saint Luke Catholic Church

Late Advent Weekday

Saturday, December 29
1 Jn 2:3-11/Lk 2:22-35

St. Stephen

St. John the Evangelist

The Holy Innocents

The 5th Day within the Octave of Christmas

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30
HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH
Sir 3:2-6, 12-14/Col 3:12-21/Lk 2:41-52
Eucharist for the Lord’s Day
5:00 PM
Fr. Harvey Brahm
8:00 AM
Parishioners of St. Luke & St. Pius X, Nigeria
10:30 AM
Helen Augustine
Baptism: Gabriela Sofia Blanchard
Guests? Possible New Members? Have you been worshipping with us and
thinking about joining us? ‘Sign-up’ as members of St. Luke at the ‘NEW
MEMBERS TABLE’ after Mass. WELCOME! JOIN US!
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Our Winter Passover

Justice Corner

The heart of our faith is the passion, death and
resurrection of Jesus, and the fact that what happened to
Jesus is our destiny, too. We, too, in various ways and over
time, will suffer, die and be raised up — all in the arms of a
God who loves us. This is what we call the Paschal
Mystery. We celebrate the Paschal Mystery every Sunday,
and in a most important way once a year, in spring around
the time of the Jewish Passover, when we baptize, confirm
and welcome to the Eucharist new believers at Easter. But
did you know that even as we celebrate Jesus’ birth in the
flesh, we are in fact celebrating the Paschal Mystery? Have
you ever noticed how Christmas is actually a second Easter,
our winter Passover?
There are hints all over the gospel accounts of
Jesus’ birth. When the baby is born, he is wrapped in
swaddling clothes; when the man dies, he is wrapped in a
shroud. The newborn is laid in the manger, the feeding
trough of animals. The man grows up to teach us, “I am the
bread of life. If you eat of my flesh and drink of my blood,
you will live forever.” Angels herald his birth, and angels
announce his resurrection to the three women. A star shines
over the baby in the manger; the sun hides its face as the
man hangs on the cross. And perhaps most ominously of
all, the magi — those mysterious strangers — bring gifts
that seem sentimental and sweet to us today: gold,
frankincense and myrrh. But when this story would have
first been told, the original hearers might have been puzzled
or even horrified, for these were things people brought to a
deathbed: gold coins to put in the mouth (as a sign of
paying for the soul to take the ferry across the river of
death), frankincense to burn (to cover the odors, and as a
sign of the soul ascending), and myrrh to embalm. (Recall
that the three women come to the tomb on Easter morning
with a mixture of myrrh and aloes.)
And if there wasn’t enough blood in the childbirth,
recall that after Jesus is born, the Holy Family must flee
into exile in Egypt to escape Herod, who slaughters in cold
blood all the innocent baby boys of Bethlehem. As an adult,
Jesus will right this wrong by shedding his blood on the
cross for us all. But note that to protect Jesus, Mary and
Joseph take him into Egypt, just as their ancestors had fled
there centuries before to escape starvation and find the
other Joseph, the son of Jacob. So Jesus ends up living as a
refugee and an exile, just as his people had done. And just
as they had crossed the River Jordan to enter the promised
land after the first Passover, the adult Jesus is baptized in
that same river as he begins his ministry that reaches its
high point at Passover.
So Merry Christmas — and Happy Easter, too.
Glory in heaven and peace on earth, now and forever!

Dignity
Micah is excited that the Messiah will come from
the humble town of Bethlehem. Elizabeth is ecstatic that
Mary, the mother of her Lord, came to visit her. Their
actions highlight a central principle of Catholic social
teaching – the life and dignity of every human being.
Whether we are born in the inner city, an affluent
area, a poor country, or a rich country, we are all made in
the image and likeness of God. Male, female, young, old,
healthy, sick, employed, or unemployed, each of us is
precious to God.
In our world, peace is elusive. War, racism,
poverty, lack of access to affordable healthcare, education,
etc. create divisions. Often the result is sharp differences
between those who “have” and those who “have not”.
As we await the King of Kings, the gift of peace
for all people, let us pray that we will never have so little
that we have nothing to give, or so much that we forget to
share.
Catholic Charities welcomes your support. Visit
www.ccmke.org to donate.
Jesus was born during the night of the year
when darkness is the longest. The Savior of the
world comes for the people in dark places. The
real, lasting, and deep joy is that the Light
shines there.
Through your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul ,
“Light” has shown, bringing real, lasting, and deep joy
to the hearts of the less fortunate who live in dark
places in our streets and neighborhood.

2018 Contribution Reminder
In order to be included in your 2018 Contribution
Statement, all donations to St. Luke must be received in the
Parish Office by December 31, 2018. Thank you.

Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions
There will be no Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions on
December 25 or January 1 to allow those who participate to
spend time with their families.

St. Luke Prayer Network
The prayer network is a group of people who
pray for the intentions requested. Only the first
names are used. Anyone who wishes to join
the phone network is always welcome. Call
Janice Theisen 262 521-8095
(jreader66@hotmail.com) with your intentions or to join us.

Copyright © 2002 Archdiocese of Chicago: Liturgy Training Publications, 1800
North Hermitage Avenue, Chicago IL 60622-1101; 1-800-933-1800;
www.ltp.org. Text by David Philippart. Art by Steve Erspamer, sm. All rights
reserved. Used with permission.
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Oscar Romero Video and Discussion
All are Welcome-Please Join us-A Must see film!
Archbishop Oscar Romero Video and Discussion
Monday, January 7 at 9:30 a.m. in Room 204
Hosted and sponsored by the Human Concerns Committee.
The Human Concerns meeting will follow the video and
discussion

Christmas Memorials 2018
St. Luke would appreciate your donations to help in purchasing Christmas decorations. We are also looking for people to help
sponsor some of the instrumentalists that will be playing here during Christmas. Please indicate whether you are donating
towards Christmas decorations or Instrumentalists on the form below. This is a special way to remember a loved one or
special event. Your memorials will be published in the parish bulletin at the conclusion of the Christmas Season.
Please return this form, along with your donation, in an envelope marked “Christmas Memorials”.
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY to assure the correct spelling of names. Drop envelope in collection basket or mail to the office.
Your Name_________________________________________

Christmas decorations_____________

Donation Amount____________________

Instrumentalists___________________

The Memorial Message (Please fill in one line only)
In Memory of

____________________________________________________

In Honor of

____________________________________________________

Other

____________________________________________________

Saint Luke Catholic Church
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Dear People of St. Luke and Guests - Advent People, ALL!
From the Pastor
Last Sunday with the able assistance and inspiring song of my furry friend, Mr.
Augs, we were challenged to “Don’t worry! Be Happy!” St. Paul writing to the Church
of Philippi put it this way, “Dismiss all anxiety from your hearts and minds: Rejoice!” “Love” gets buried amidst the many
and varied levels of anxiety, fear, hurt, guilt, rage and hatred, and frustrated desire (want). In the exile of our human
condition, “suffering is inevitable but misery is our choice.” Lacking in imagination, we look for joy’s happiness in the
wrong places and settle for second best.
Certainly there are exceptional, joyous moments in life, but most often, if we wish to experience joy consistently, we
need to find it in the ordinary people, places, times and situations that surround us. We are moving too fast to notice the face
of God in one another. Looking one another in the eyes and telling each other “I love you:” That is the enfleshed Christmas
mystery of God’s love, joy and peace – at work. The ‘secret of joy’ is living from our heart where anxiety has given way to
love—a love that gives itself away in service and justice.
As Fr. Richard Rohr says, “The main purpose of the Bible; the Scriptures; the Word of God is not to get us to love
more but to help us see differently. Once we see differently, then wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, knowledge,
wonder, and awe in God’s Presence flood our consciousness and love, justice and peace flow more freely. How we see…
what we see…. can make all the difference in the world.
In his book, Spirit Master, (Fr.) John Shea includes a quote of psychologist, Abraham Maslow. After suffering a near
fatal heart attack, Maslow wrote: “One very important aspect of post mortem life is that everything gets precious, everything
gets piercingly important. You get stabbed by things, by flowers, and by babies and by other beautiful things---just the very
act of living, of walking, breathing, eating and having friends and chatting…. Everything seems to look more beautiful rather
than less, and one gets the much –intensified sense of miracles.” Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, in his spiritual masterpiece, The
Divine Milieu, describes his own effort at seeing differently and letting things be piercingly important. Teilhard de Chardin
writes: “It is a question of seeing. I long to see the fire that shimmers deep beneath things and deep within things. Oh, to see
all things ablaze with God’s fire.”
Is this the blaze that lights our fire in Faith as we celebrate Eucharist and become what we celebrate – Christ’s Body
– the very justice of God. This takes a conscious decision on our part to want to be changed, transformed as the New
Creation we are in Christ. If we are not transformed in Eucharist; if we don’t go forth from Sunday Eucharist as different
people then something is wrong. There are no Eucharistic spectators; all are participants.
The Christ says to us “as the New Creation, see colors, not in a discriminatory way but in awe-inspired ways. Let
human experiences get divinely precious and piercingly important in this life, before death! Live and give birth to life from
the heart! Be awake to God’s justice: alive to the beauty of babies, and flowers, our family, friends, our own health, -before
we are separated from them. Flipping our world upside down–inside out; seeing differently’ believing in a’ big beautiful
tomorrow,’ today. That is what life and ongoing conversion (change) is all about. May we neither “...be asleep while we are
awake…. dead to life while we are living….nor blind to miracles as God acts in our lives; through one another; in the circle
of our human relationships as the Body of Christ and beyond!”
The following reflection by Sister Joan Chittister, OSB, “How to ‘make straight the way of God’” may help us ‘see life
differently.’
Copyright © 2016 Benetvision, All rights reserved. Reprinted for educational purposes only.
“It was a Native American chief who taught me the meaning of Christmas at a conference where interfaith leaders
were gathered to discuss the relationship of religion to race. Into the midst of the theological meanderings of those of us who
wanted to write another paper, have another meeting, take another workshop to combat racism, the Chief brought the
message of Isaiah again. He stood up slowly, folded his hands quietly in front of him, looked out over our heads and said
softly, “I have spent my life teaching our children to say ‘thank you.’ Thank you for the grass. Thank you for the rain. Thank
you for the stranger. Thank you for all the people of the world. I think that if we learn to say ‘thank you’ for everything, we
will come to realize its value, to respect it, to see it as sacred.”
“It was a simple speech but it had a kind of cataclysmic effect on my soul. It raised the specter of Isaiah in me all
over again. It made me think newly about what the scriptures are talking about when they tell us to “make straight the way of
God.” I suddenly realized that Christmas is time to shout “thank you.”
“Christmas is the commitment to life made incarnate. It is the call to see God everywhere and especially in those
places we would not expect to find glory and grace. It is the call to exult in life. Christmas is the obligation to see that
everything leads us directly to God, to realize that there is no one, nothing on earth that is not the way to God for me. I knew
instantly that the moment we begin to really celebrate Christmas, to look at everyone and everything as a revelation of God,
to say “thank you” for them, that racism would be over, war would be no more, world hunger would disappear, everything
would be gift, everyone would be sacred. Indeed, it is simple but oh, so clear: All we have to do to “make straight the way of
God” is to say “thank you,” to learn to live intensely, to have a zeal for life, to develop a passion for life.”
This Advent/Christmas time is our graced opportunity to: see life from a new; a different perspective…..to wake up
and see colors again; to wake up and live!” “Christ circle round us. Christ may your light surround us. Shine in our
Text /Music (1995), D.L. Schutte, Published by OCP. All rights reserved. Used with permission.
living. Fill our hearts with great thanksgiving!”
Blessings as we continue our Advent Journey! Fr. Augustine
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Auction Decorating Committee Needs Winter Items
Snowshoes, toboggans, wooden sleds, plastic sleds, snow
tubes, white figure skates, figure skating costumes, artificial
Christmas trees, large outdoor snowmen, deer statues, artificial
snow/batting, a sleigh, and a snowmobile to park outside. We also
hope for donations (non-returnable) of small glass statues.
Please label items with name and phone number. They can
be dropped off at Mass or in the Parish Office during office hours,
and can be picked up on Sunday (01/27/19) after the auction.
Thank you so very much!

Tuesday Morning Little Rock
All sessions begin at 8:45 and conclude at 10:30
Cost of each session is $20.00 (pay the first day of class-checks written to St.
Luke)
The study set cost is $15.95 the additional $4.05 is used to help cover the cost
of the DVD)
Theme: Pilgrim People
January
8
January
15
January
22
January
29
February
5
The study of Psalms will begin: Monday eve February 4 at 6:30 and Tuesday
morning, February 19 8:45 a.m.

Directory
262-782-0032
P!%#)Rev. Kenneth J. Augustine Ext. 102
D$-'(#)- )2 M^%$( !*` L$#^-/{
Mr. Shawn Rochon
Ext. 103
srochon@stlukebrookfield.org
D$-'(#)- )2 F!$#7 F)-&!#$)* !*`
P!%#)-!+ A%%)($!#'
Ms. Suzanne Foster
Ext. 106
sfoster@stlukebrookfield.org
C))-`$*!#)- )2 C7$+` F)-&!#$)*
Ms. Kate Heinzman
Ext.205
kheinzman@stlukebrookfield.org
A`&$*$%#-!#$|' A%%$%#!*#
Ms. Jane Dunne
Ext. 100
jdunne@stlukebrookfield.org
B))99''"'Mr. Terry Rice
Ext. 101
trice@stlukebrookfield.org
C^%#)`$!*
Mr. Mark Vanchena

Liturgy 101: Midnight Mass
Christmas is the only day on our church calendar that calls for Midnight
Mass. Easter has its Vigil. But the pivotal celebration at Christmas is the Mass at
Midnight.
Actually, we have four Masses for Christmas, each with its own prayers
and Scriptures: the Vigil Mass on the evening of December 24, Mass at
Midnight and Mass at Dawn for those times of day, and Mass during the Day for
December 25. We may mix and match the Scriptures if we wish. There’s no
fixed time when these Masses must be celebrated not even the one at midnight.
The titles are a simple convenience to identify the four. A parish might celebrate
"Midnight Mass" at ten in the morning or eight at night. Parish staffs chuckle at
callers who ask, "What time is Midnight Mass?" But the question isn’t as stupid
as it sounds. If we attend any Mass Christmas Day, it’s possible we’ll hear the
Scriptures of Midnight Mass. That’s a plus, because the Gospel of Midnight
Mass alone relates Luke’s immortal story of the birth of Jesus. It’s the good
news people want to hear when they come to Mass on Christmas.
The Midnight Mass tradition reaches far back in our history. It
originated probably in Rome before the Middle Ages.
One reason for Mass at midnight is that we used to fast all day before
communion, and since Christmas was such a grand day, we wanted to cut to the
celebration as soon as possible.
Another reason is the tradition that Jesus was born at midnight. This
comes from an interpretation of a passage from Wisdom 18:14-15. The author
says that during Israel’s Passover, God’s word leaped from heaven when the
night was half gone. So in the new covenant, it was assumed God’s Word leaped
from heaven at midnight. The mystique of Midnight Mass draws some who
come to church only rarely. The shepherds, the magi, the angels, the animals the
mystery of Christmas beckons us all.

Ext. 230

P-!{'- N'#})-9
Mrs. Janice Theisen (262) 521-8095
S#. V$*('*# de P!^+
Emergency Help
Ext. 288
B^++'#$* D'!`+$*'
Noon on Monday

St. Luke Mission Statement
We, the people of St. Luke Catholic
Faith Community, open to the Spirit,
seek to grow in faith through liturgical
participation, lifelong Christian
formation, and social ministries of the
Church.
We accept our responsibility as
Christian Stewards in the sharing of
our time, talents, and treasure as we
journey together ‘living into our
Baptism’. We honor our past, celebrate
our present, and embrace the future as
together we build a household of faith
and a world in which all are welcome.

By Paul Turner, Copyright © 1997 Resource Publications, Inc., 160 E. Virginia St. #290, San Jose, CA 95112
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