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Dear People of St. Luke and Guests - Online Readers, 
 In moments of crisis, serious questions emerge from the depth of the soul.  In 
moments of crisis we stand at a crossroads….We wonder ‘if we can go further than the 
obstacles.’ We find ourselves in the desert of ‘Coronavirus’ - a Lenten Penance we did not choose. A new moment is upon 
us as a viral contagion threatens our humanity and reminds us of our vulnerability as mortal beings. We must act with 
caution; slow the progress –‘flatten the curve’ - of this pandemic, and certainly pray for all infected; for the loved ones of 
those who have died; all with compromised immune systems; and all medical personnel who serve us faithfully and 
fearlessly. 
 Even if we are not personally infected we are all affected by a growing anxiety that the security of our health system 
has been undermined worldwide by this new virus. Protocols with the weight of law are placed upon us: social/physical 
distancing; no more than 10 people in an gathering; hand washing/hygiene procedures; quarantining…. A precedent has been 
set with Bernice Berth’s funeral (Visitation limited to 10 people in the building at a time; Committal Prayers at the Cemetery 
following, and a Memorial Mass at a later date.) 
 Our un-easiness is only heightened as imposed restrictions limit our movement and activity; impacting our human 
existence: work, business, travel, tourism, sports and even worship. We feel defenseless and unsure of the future. We are 
anxious and afraid. While healthcare professionals, political and economic leaders have a responsibility to return us to an 
acceptable level of security, each of us can help each other contain the contagion of anxiety that can quickly cause fear, 
panic and division in the human family. While we do have to be honest about reality, we do have the power to reject frenzy 
which leads to panic and tears us apart. In this crisis our challenge is to find a new sense of unity by advancing all that is 
good in our common humanity. 
 Especially with ‘social distancing’ restrictions, staying emotionally close is all the more important. Each of us is 
facing some type of stress. Parents are stressed about their children and their work responsibilities; Children/teachers are 
stressed about changes in educational techniques; older and immune compromised people are concerned about contracting 
the virus and falling ill – more so than others. This is a time to be gentle with one another and accompany one another 
emotionally. It is also a time for us to be surprised by God’s graces and blessings that come from sharing our fears and hopes 
honestly in love and with tenderness. 
 Focusing on our common humanity in this time of crisis should also bring us together as a nation. Partisan politics 
are of no use and of no help in defeating a disease. Can the Coronavirus help us rethink how we need to defeat other ills like 
violence, poverty, inequality and discrimination; how we treat refugees, the child in the womb; poor, sick, elderly and 
homeless people all on the margins?.   
 This too is a moment to deepen our own spiritual life as the Body of Christ by praying for one another. While doing 
whatever we need to do to remain healthy and help others to be healthy, may we find ways to reach out to others and be of 
support. It is essential that we stay connected. Jesus taught us to not fear the sick but to make them a priority. All of us can 
embrace this moment as an opportunity to grow in our faith and in our humanity as we admit our common vulnerability and 
our radical dependence upon God. Difficult as it maybe to believe, ‘God is with us’ in this desert crisis.  
 We continue to lift up in prayer also those in our St. Luke Community approaching the Easter Sacraments. At this 
point we have no way of knowing if we will be able to celebrate together Holy Week especially the Sacred Easter Triduum. 
These are different and challenging times!  
 A few specifics (sorry, but some things may change): 
All Masses, Devotions, Classes, and all activities are cancelled until further notice. 
Office is open (until we are told otherwise). Please mail in Contributions or sign up for Faith Direct. 
Chapel in the Office Building is available for prayer in the Presence of the Blessed Sacrament. 
The Lord’s Day remains holy: although gathering for Eucharist is not possible, recorded and streamed   
 Masses are available; the Bible-Sacred Scripture is always available to us: every family;  
 household should seize quality time together; read, pray over the readings for the day and   
 share Faith (see websites and  links given on the parish website and Facebook page).  
‘Living into our Baptism’ does not stop especially at a time like this. 
Our Parish Staff, including myself, will use our time ministering in any way possible: reading; practicing;  
 planning and enhancing service to parishioners, and catching up on practical stuff like filing, organizing, cleaning, 
 etc. which often doesn’t get done with the regular parish schedule. 
Please call the office or email with questions regarding Reconciliation, Care of the Sick and Dying, etc. 
 and please keep all in prayer at this difficult time of desert crisis. 
            Fr. Augustine  

From the Pastor  

Sunday:  1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a/Eph 5:8-14/Jn 9:1-41  
Monday: Is 65:17-21/Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12/Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday: Is 7:10-14; 8:10/Heb 10:4-10/Lk 1:26-38 

Thursday: Ex 32:7-14/Jn 5:31-47 
Friday:  Wis 2:1a, 12-22/Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53 
Next Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 

Readings for the week of March 22, 2020 
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Justice Corner 
 
Spiritual Blindness 
 
 Few of us experience physical blindness. Yet our 
spiritual journeys are often blinded by the judgments we 
make based on outward appearances. We miss out on the 
lessons God wants to teach us because we fail to look 
beneath the surface. Samuel reminds us that we do not see 
as God sees.  
 We all have personal blind spots and prejudices. 
The Gospel story reminds us that even someone born blind 
can be healed. Jesus is eager to help us see things in a new 
way by examining our world through the lens of Scripture 
rather than the lenses of fear, nationalism, self-preservation, 
and selfishness.  
 As you reflect on the readings, ask God to reveal 
our spiritual blindness. How might God be calling us to 
healing? Perhaps we can spend time building relationships 
with people we have avoided so we can see them as God 
sees them. Ask our Lord to reveal the Divine through these 
people/groups.  

Please remember in prayer Bernice Berth, of 
St. Luke, who has died, and her family. 
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord.  
R./And let perpetual light shine upon her. 
May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  
R./ Amen. 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives sight to the blind 
man. Through grace we are also transformed 
from not seeing to seeing and then Jesus sends 
us to help others see and to believe. 

During this difficult and unstable time it is often those 
with the least who are affected the most by reduced 
work hours and shortages.  Even with the current 
restrictions, the St. Luke Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
will continue to serve those in need. Your gift in the 
Poor Box will help us to bring kindness and assistance 
to our neighbors.  Thank you for partnering with us. 

Bulletin Deadline Change 
The bulletins for Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday are due 
at our publisher earlier than usual. Please send your articles 
for Palm Sunday (4/5) by Friday, March 27 for and articles 
for Easter Sunday (4/12) by Thursday, April 2. Thank you! 

Pandemic 
 

What if you thought of it 
as the Jews consider the Sabbath- 

the most sacred of times? 
Cease from travel. 

Cease from buying and selling. 
Give up, just for now, 

on trying to make the world  
different than it is. 

Sing.  Pray.  Touch only those 
to whom you commit your life. 

Center down. 
And when your body has become still, 

reach out with your heart. 
Know that we are connected 

in ways that are terrifying and beautiful. 
(You could hardly deny it now.)  

Know that our lives 
are in one another’s hands. 

(Surely, that has come clear.) 
Do not reach out your hands. 

Reach out your heart. 
Reach out your words. 

Reach out all the tendrils 
of compassion that move, invisibly, 

where we cannot touch. 
Promise this world your love 

for better or for worse, 
in sickness and in health, 

so long as we all shall live. 
-Lynn Ungar 3/11/20 
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“…it is so that the works of God might be made visible through Him…” 
 Whenever there is a catastrophe of some sort it is amazing to see what 
happens to the people surrounded by the event.  Currently, with the pandemic 

gripping so much of the world it seems all we can do is focus on the death toll, the perceived lack of leadership from 
officials, and the hoarding that is taking place of basic needs such as toilet paper.   
 I request you to consider looking at the positives around us.  One such positive is the athletes and team owners who 
are sharing their wealth with those staff people who will not get paid when their sporting activity is not taking place.  
Another example is cable companies offering free Wi-Fi to families whose children now need to do school work 
electronically. 
 Now I invite you to let works of God be made visible through you.  Don’t hoard items like toilet paper, hand 
sanitizer, bread, or water just to have a surplus when other don’t have any of the items they need.  Check on your family 
members, friends, and neighbors who are susceptible to the virus.  Lastly, pray!  Pray for those who are ill; for those in 
decision making capacities; for medical personal; and as always pray for peace in our troubled world. 
Lenten Blessing! 
  ~ Cathy Smith 
Director of Faith Formation and Pastoral Associate 

 From Cathy’s Desk 

Blood Drive 
The St. Luke spring Blood Drive is coming up 
Wednesday, April 1st (No Fooling!) in the 
Narthex, 3:00-7:00 pm. At our Drive last Fall, 
we hit 104% of our goal, and were the highest 
producing drive for the Blood Center on that 
day. Our donations saved over 75 patients. Please invite 
your family, friends, and neighbors to join us. Sloppy Joe's 
and sweet treats too! Free admission to Mt. Olympus in WI 
Dells included! Please see below: 

SSND Bingo/Ice Cream Social 
Help is needed to run an Ice cream social/bingo for the 
School Sisters of Notre Dame – Elm Grove, on Tuesday, 
April 28. Meet at Elm Grove at 12:30, run a short bingo 
session, then pass around ice cream sundaes. We will be 
finished by 2:30. We need 4 people and donations of ice 
cream toppings, small prizes or $ towards purchase of ice 
cream. The sisters have a sweet tooth, so drop off that 
leftover Easter candy or bags of chips/snacks, postage 
stamps, greeting cards, warm socks, etc. If you are able to 
contribute or volunteer please call/text Sue Bucholtz at  
414-491-3388. There will be a box in the Narthex to collect 
the items. Thanks much for bringing a little happiness to 
these nuns who provided guidance and a fantastic 
education to so many of us. 

Vacation Bible Camp 
All Aboard!   

Make way for the Rocky Railway!  Choo Choo!! 
Save the date for our fun and exciting Vacation Bible Camp 
this summer!  The dates have been set for Sunday, July 26, 
August 2, and August 9, 2020.  This is sure to be an 
adventure you don’t want to miss!  More information will 
be available in the coming weeks. 

Matthew Kelly at St. John Vianney 
Matthew Kelly will be at St. John 
Vianney Catholic Church on November 8, 
2020 from 7pm to 8:30pm.  St. Luke 
Parish along with St. John Vianney, St. 
Dominic and St. Anthony on the Lake are 
co-sponsors of this event.  Tickets are 
available at https://dynamiccatholic.com/
amazing-possibilities-brookfield-wi-nov-8-2020/.  The 
price is only $39.  If you haven’t already gotten your tickets 
please do not hesitate, you don’t want to miss out on this 
experience. 
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I’m a nun and I’ve been social distancing for 29 years.  
Here are tips for staying home amid coronavirus fears. 

 
Posted March 15, 2020  

 
Sister Mary Catharine Perry, a cloistered nun with the Dominican nuns in Summit.  

By Sister Mary Catharine Perry, as told to Cassidy Grom  
 
 For the past 29 years, I’ve chosen to practice social distancing. Of course, I and the 17 other nuns I live with don’t 
call it that. We are formally called cloistered sisters, meaning we never leave our walled-off monastery in Summit except 
for doctors’ visits or perhaps shopping for a specific item. We don’t go to parties or weddings or out to eat with friends. I 
often go months without leaving our 8-acre home. 
 The coronavirus is forcing many people in New Jersey and across the world to stay home, limit outside contact — 
and in a way, start living life like cloistered nuns. 
 Of course, this virus is not good. Sickness never is. And I understand that this sudden shift in our society is 
frightening. As someone who has lived a life of separation, I’d like to share from my experience how you can make the 
best of it. 
First, you need to establish structure. 
 Your normal day-to-day lives have structure imposed on them from the outside; you have to catch the train at a 
certain time to go to work, you have school recess at the same time every day. These things give you a sense of 
consistency and rhythm. 
 Now that you are stuck at home, create a schedule for yourself and your family. At the monastery, we wake up at 
the same time every day and get fully dressed (no pajamas). We have planned time for prayer, worship, work, eating and 
fun. Our days usually have a peaceful rhythm. This might take some experimentation; each household is different and for 
many, it might be the first time they spend an extended period of time with roommates or family.  
Second, be intentional and love others.  
 It is easy to get caught up in making sure you and your loved ones are safe and your needs are met. We are in 
uncharted territory and these reactions are understandable. However, we should fight against self-centered urges. Call 
older people in your neighborhood and ask how they are doing, if they need anything. 
Give the gift of your time. Cook meals with your family and play games. It is interesting that a lot of people are 
frightened by this extended time at home because the core structure of society is the family unit. Maybe this is a good 
opportunity for all of us to strengthen those family bonds, and our efforts will have an effect on the wider community.  
Don’t hide from roommates under the guise of needing to work; get to know them and learn to enjoy their company. At 
the monastery, the prayer bell rings and it forces me to stop working and to focus on why I’m really here. It reminds me to 
leave the project at hand (whether that is making candles or soap, operating our gift shop, gardening or working in the 
kitchen), and join my sisters. The projects that I am working on aren’t bad; they are good, but sometimes I can allow 
myself to be too busy. 
 The monastery is not an apartment complex. We are an intentional community and it takes work to become one. It 
takes a deliberate way of life. It means learning to listen, forgive and accept each other. 
Third, use this time for self-reflection and relaxation. 
 “I need a vacation to recover from my vacation!” people say. Well, this could be it. These weeks are your 
opportunity for a more quiet, simple life. Every day after lunch, my sisters and I take a 90-minute break of “profound 
silence.” We don’t move around the building or talk. We stay still. We read, pray or reflect. Sometimes, we will do a 
hobby quietly. Sometimes, we nap. 
 People say they want peace and quiet. Then when it is thrown in their lap, they panic. They don’t know how to be 
alone. They are afraid to confront their “shadow side,” the hard truths about themselves that they don’t like. They fill their 
lives with noise to run away from their emotions. Life isn’t meant to be rushed. Use this time to get to know yourself. 
Stop. Be still. You can either waste this period of social-distancing and be frustrated, or you can choose to make it the 
best it can be. 
Sister Mary Catharine Perry has been a cloistered nun with the Dominican nuns in Summit for 29 years. This opinion 
piece was based on conversations as told to NJ Advance Media reporter Cassidy Grom. It was edited for length and 
clarity. Cassidy Grom may be reached at cgrom@njadvancemedia.com Follow her on Twitter @cassidygrom. 
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A Lenten penance we did not choose 
Bearing the unwanted cross of the coronavirus  

             Robert Mickens 
         Vatican City    Published by La Croix International 
             March 13, 2020  
 
 Friday the 13thmarked the seventh anniversary of the election of Pope Francis. But as he began his eighth year as 
Bishop of Rome, the Catholic faithful of his diocese did not gather for Mass or congregate to pray for him. At least not in 
any of the churches and shrines of the city. They had all been shuttered the previous day by the pope's vicar for the diocese, 
Cardinal Angelo De Donatis. Francis approved the decision as a way to conform to the drastic measures the Italian 
government has taken to stop the spread of COVID-19. The disease has already killed more than a thousand people here in 
Italy the past few weeks. But the pope obviously changed his mind. 
Churches once closed, what can a pope do? 
 "Drastic measures are not always good," he said at the beginning of a live-streamed Mass early on Friday morning. 
And a few hours later Cardinal De Donatis ordered the re-opening of the churches. He said he did so after reassessing the 
situation with the pope. In unscripted remarks at Mass, Francis prayed for those who are ill, as well as "pastors who need to 
accompany the people of God during this crisis." He also prayed that priests might figure out "the best ways to help" their 
people, obviously in conformity with the government's anti-coronavirus measures, so that "the holy, faithful people of God" 
are not abandoned and will "feel accompanied by their pastors." Cardinal De Donatis' new decree is aimed mainly at keeping 
parish churches open to the faithful, not the museum-like churches in the historic center of Rome that are largely tourist 
sites.  
All of Italy in lockdown 
 That makes sense, since there are few if any tourists in the Eternal City right now. Like the rest of Italy, everything 
and all of us are in total lockdown. There are only rare exceptions. Restaurants, cafes, pubs and wine bars: closed. Boutiques, 
clothing stores, home appliance centers and malls: closed. Beauty salons, barbershops, gyms, cinemas, theatres, sports 
venues… The list goes on and on. Almost everything is closed. 
 Among the few places that can remain open are grocery stores, pharmacies and, oddly enough, tobacconists – 
ostensibly to allow people to pay their utilities and other bills. But even if these shops are still selling cigarettes, hardly 
anyone here is making a fuss. Who would begrudge smokers their pleasurable vice at a time when nerves are on edge and 
we're all living, more or less, under house arrest? 
This is no stroll in the park 
 The latest decree from the Italian government prohibits people from leaving their homes except to buy food or 
medicines, go to work or to the doctor. If you have a dog, you can take it out to do its business. And if you are feeling a little 
stir crazy, it is permissible to go for a walk or a jog – as long as you keep a safe distance from others. But you better have 
downloaded and filled out the special self-declaration form available on the internet to justify why you are out. Police can 
stop you and ask to see that piece of paper at anytime and for any reason. If you are not out for a valid reason, you could be 
fined and even jailed. 
 All these measures are meant to send a strong message – the Italian authorities are deadly serious about combating 
COVID-19 and they will not tolerate any frivolousness from anybody. Amazingly, this draconian action seems to have 
tamed that stereotypical Italian trait of being undisciplined and "creative" when it comes to following rules and regulations. 
The vast majority of people in the country are actually toeing the line with regards to the anti-coronavirus measures. And 
they say they even agree with the restrictions. 
Not everyone's a happy camper 
 But not everyone has willingly signed up to this "forced home confinement." Some of us were really annoyed, and 
even angered, when the lockdown was first announced. It seemed exaggerated and over the top. And really inconvenient. My 
primary mental health care provider – the gym! – was closed, and it won't re-open for at least another few weeks. And a trip 
to Budapest had to be scrapped after Alitalia cancelled the flight two days prior to my departure. The first couple days of 
lockdown were horrible. Most of us in Rome live in large apartment buildings that contain numerous small to modest-size 
flats. Some of these homes have no terrace or balcony. And for people with children, the lockdown can be a challenge. It's 
certainly a challenge for us who have no kids! 
Those annoying neighbors 
 Italians are very social creatures. Because of their living situation, often in an inter-generational family setting, they 

(Continued on page 7) 
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St. Luke Mission Statement 
 We, the people of St. Luke Catholic 
Faith Community, open to the Spirit, 
seek to grow in faith through liturgical   
participation, lifelong Christian 
formation, and social ministries of the 
Church. 
We accept our responsibility as 
Christian Stewards in the sharing of 
our time, talents, and treasure as we 
journey together ‘living into our 
Baptism’. We honor our past, celebrate 
our present, and embrace the future as 
together we build a household of faith  
and a world in which all are welcome. 
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tend to be out of their homes. A lot. That option has been significantly curtailed. 
And it is creating some real annoyances for residents. 
 Most of the older buildings here are designed around quads or inner 
courtyards. Open windows can become megaphones for every domestic 
squabble, a child's temper tantrum and the cacophony of people blaring music 
and a variety of TV programs all at once. Stairwells and hallways reverberate 
with noise of cooped-up kids running and screaming. “There is no way in hell” 
that I am going to survive this, I thought to myself on Day 3 of the lockdown. 
But after I calmed down and sat for a while, I realized that this could be an 
opportunity. More than anything, it could be a spiritual opportunity if I were 
able to accept it and manage it the right way. 
 This is the season of Lent, after all. It is a time for prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving. It's a time to examine our life of faith and prepare for Easter. 
An unforeseen Lenten penance 
 When Ash Wednesday rolls around we usually ask ourselves, "What am 
I going to give up for Lent?" Then we find something we really enjoy and 
choose to deprive ourselves of it. This becomes our self-imposed 40-day 
"penance." We then work and pray to keep this Lenten promise, sometimes 
failing to do so. But then we buckle down and become observant once more. 
And therein, it seems to me, is the problem. We choose the penance. We make 
the sacrifice. We fall. And we resolve once more… It is, in a sense, all about us. 
We, we, we… all the way home!  
 It is a penance of our own choosing; a cross of our own design. These 
past several days I've realized once again that it is much more difficult to carry 
out a penance or bear a cross that has been unexpectedly thrust upon us. It may 
sound irreverent or grandiose to some, but COVID-19 and the really drastic 
measures we've been asked to take in order to stop its spread is the penance I 
would have never chosen. 
Catholics cannot go to Mass 
 One of those measures is to avoid gathering in crowds. That means 
most of us here in Italy will have no opportunity to go to Mass, probably not 
until… Palm Sunday? Perhaps. But it is not certain. "We have begun an 
interminable nighttime vigil. It is the Holy Saturday of our faith, the day par 
excellence of no liturgy, a heavy time of suffering, disorientation, of waiting 
and hopefulness, that stretches from the sorrow of the cross to the joy of 
Easter," writes Gianfranco Brunelli, editor of Il Regno, one of Italy's most 
important Catholic periodicals. "It is the day of God's silence," he says. "The 
Church must prepare Easter, because it's possible that we will not even be able 
to celebrate the Paschal liturgy, the central mystery of our faith: the body and 
blood of Christ poured out for us and for all," Brunelli continues. But how do 
we prepare if we cannot gather for liturgy? If we cannot go to Mass?  
 "In this time, more than ever, our homes are domestic churches," noted 
Cardinal De Donatis. In fact, our in-house "incarceration" gives us Catholics the 
opportunity to spend, at least the same amount of time spent on Sunday in 
church, praying over the daily Mass readings and really meditating and 
"chewing on" the Word of God. Regrettably, we cannot receive the Eucharist. 
And that is disturbing and a great sacrifice for many, many people. But as 
Brunelli writes, "It is the tabernacle of our hearts and our homes that is now 
being opened. Christ stands at the door." Perhaps our experience of facing the 
coronavirus – whether by following the drastic preventative measures or dealing 
with being infected – will help us open that door.  
 In any case, we have not chosen this penance. It has chosen us 
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Our Auberge Brookfield community supports engages, and encourages 
the whole individual who is living with a memory impairing disease.
We are an all inclusive memory care living community that provides: 
•  24 Hour Nursing - On site 
•  Purpose Driven, Life Enriching Programs 
•  Restaurant Style, Quality Dining 
• Pet Friendly Environment

The Auberge at Brookfield 
1105 Davidson Rd., Brookfield WI 53045 
262-641-9020  |  aubergebrookfield.com

Walk In Tours Are 
Always Welcome!


