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Dear People of St. Luke, Online Readers, Friends - ALL! 
 Last Sunday morning Bishop Haines began the homily at the 11:00 AM 
streamed Mass from the Cathedral of St. John the Evangelist stjohncathedral.org, with 
these words, “We are in unprecedented times.” Indeed we find ourselves and our world in a pandemic threatening our world 
health; the desert of COVID-19. We are journeying through a Lent living a Penance we have not chosen.  Restrictions, 
‘Safer-at-Home’ limits have been placed upon us; requests are being made of us daily to further the common good by 
flattening the curve of the Coronavirus.   
 According to last Tuesday’s announcement by Archbishop Listecki, Masses and all parish events continue to be 
cancelled and/or postponed through at least Easter Sunday.  This is indeed a sad time, but one that will lead to new life.  
Easter is the highpoint of our liturgical year as Christians when we renew our Baptismal Promises and proudly profess our 
Easter Baptismal Faith.  We look forward to our communal Baptism of Amelia Marie Rojas; Reception into Full 
Communion/Confirmation/Communion of Alissa Leschke, and Karl Heger, and First Communion of Scarlett, Tenley, 
Shreya, Austin, Diogo, Tiago, and Gabriela as soon as possible in the Easter Season.   
 As the Second Vatican Council teaches “Eucharist is the source and summit of our Christian life.” To be without the 
community celebration of Eucharist, transforming us through God’s Spirit, more and more into the Body and Blood of Christ 
is to have a gaping hole in our hearts and our faith lives. We need to ‘break bread’ in thanksgiving as God’s family in Christ 
and we long for the day when we can gather again in person; in community; as Eucharist. Whether we like it or not, the 
Coronavirus will bring us back to the essentials, not only in civil and political society but also as Church.  Dominican Friar 
Alberto Fabio Ambrosio teaches rightly that the Celebration of Eucharist (Mass) has meaning only if it is an expression of 
how we live from day to day. Doctors, nurses and orderlies are ‘celebrating’ Masses, as are the sick, isolated and 
quarantined. Baptized members of the Body of Christ and others are participating in the life, death and resurrection of the 
Christ at the altars of their homes, home-schools, workplaces, areas of recreation and yes, hospitals and death beds. I am 
reminded of the words Saint Oscar Romero spoke on November 20, 1977: 
   “How beautiful will be the day when all the Baptized understand 
     that their work, their job, is a priestly work, that just as I celebrate Mass at this altar, 
     so each carpenter celebrates Mass at his workbench, 
     and each metalworker, each professional, each doctor with the scalpel, 
     the market woman at her stand, is performing a priestly office! 
     How many cabdrivers, I know, listen to this message there in their cabs, 
     you are a priest at the wheel, my friend, if you work with honesty, 
     consecrating that taxi of yours to God, 
     bearing a message of peace and love to the passengers who ride in your cab.” 
 In Baptism we were all anointed as priests, prophets and royal people. We are all priests celebrating Masses 
as we live and minister in, and as the Christ today. For the most part our church buildings are empty; void of Masses so as to 
not spread the COVID-19 virus, but God is anything but absent because of the ‘Masses’ being lived day in and day out as we 
go through this desert of Coronavirus. 
 The words of St. Oscar Romero from January 27, 1980, (below) are coming to fulfillment in our time as so many 
people are getting out of themselves and reaching out not only with virtual hugs but by offering help with grocery shopping, 
medical care, sewing masks; helping people keep connected in so many ways.  We see the destruction caused by the virus, 
but we also see goodness abound through humankind’s care of humankind, raising people to life in ‘the valley of death.’        
   “How beautiful will be the day when a new society, 
   instead of selfishly hoarding and keeping, apportions, shares, divides up,  
   and all rejoice because we all feel we are children of the same God!”                                               
On this past Tuesday, we as Church commemorated Archbishop Romero’s death: March 24, 1984. 
 As we continue our Lenten journey—our physical and spiritual quarantine(40 days), today we meet up with the third 
of our unlikely teachers given us in the Gospel of St. John; Lazarus who has been dead for four days before being raised up 
to life by Jesus the Lord of life. (See “Lectio Divina for Fifth Sunday of Lent” on St. Luke website.)   
 One way we too, can exercise our Baptismal Priesthood of Service and ‘raise others to life’ will be to join in a 
procession (in our cars) through St. Luke parking lot on Palm Sunday, April 5th, 10 AM—12Noon “donate food and pick 
up a palm branch.” (See flyer on website.) All food collected will benefit the outreach of MacCanon Brown Homeless 
Sanctuary in 53206 - ‘Milwaukee’s Amani neighborhood.’ If we have been feeling helpless in the midst of this COVID-19 
desert this is a perfect way to ‘share our bread/canned goods/household goods’ with our sisters and brothers in need 
especially in this time when so many are out of work. The need is great!   
 We are invited also to return our Lenten Almsgiving (containers/envelopes/checks/cash) when we ‘donate food and 
pick up a palm branch on Palm Sunday, April 5, 10AM –12Noon. Our Lenten Almsgiving benefits our sisters and brothers 
of our sister parish, St. Pius X Parish, Gbagalape-Abuja, Nigeria. Parish Stewardship envelopes are welcome as well. ‘We 
make this journey together and our journey makes us one.’ 
 We hold in our hearts and lift in prayer our entire human family during this COVID-19 desert. Peace, 
                                                                                                                                                                     Fr. Augustine 
P.S. Don't forget the April 1st Blood Drive is STILL ON!  

From the Pastor  
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Justice Corner 
 
Life After Death 
 
 Saddened by the suffering and death of someone 
He loved, Jesus wept at Lazarus’ tomb, even though He 
knew his friend would rise again. Jesus reminds us that He 
is the resurrection and the life. Death is a prelude to life 
everlasting, not the end of the story!  
 We weep for our loved ones when they die but how 
many of us have wept over the suffering of people in our 
world who are not our family and friends? We, like Jesus, 
are called to empathize with all who suffer and to do 
whatever we can to ease that suffering.  
 Today we weep over many deaths from natural 
disasters like floods and mudslides, and virus' like COVID-
19, and human-made disasters like abortion, the death 
penalty, substance abuse, malnutrition, inadequate 
healthcare, wars, and terrorism. Let us pray for the vision to 
see how we might bring life and healing.  

St. Luke Prayer Network 
The prayer network is a group of people who 
pray for the intentions requested. Only the first 
names are used. Anyone who wishes to join the 
phone network is always welcome. Call Janice 
Theisen 262 521-8095 
(jreader66@hotmail.com) with your intentions or to join us. 

The Gospel today challenges us to see and 
believe the signs of grace in our lives: joy, 
peace, forgiveness, mercy and kindness. 
 

This month, during these challenging times, the St. 
Luke Society of St. Vincent de Paul was able to assist 10 
families with food and gas, in addition to offering 
reassurance and friendship. 

Blood Drive 
 
 The St. Luke spring Blood Drive is 
coming up Wednesday, April 1st (No Fooling!) 
in the Narthex, 3:00-7:00 pm. Blood donations 
typically decrease during the summer months, 
so we need your help to get a head start and fill our 
appointment schedule for April 1st. 
 At our Drive last Fall, we hit 104% of our goal, and 
were the highest producing drive for the Blood Center on 
that day. Our donations saved over 75 patients.  
 SAFETY PROTOCOLS ARE IN PLACE TO 
PROTECT DONORS AT THIS TIME, SO DONORS 
CANNOT GET COVID-19 VIRUS FROM DONATING 
BLOOD! Local and National Government agencies have 
deemed Versiti Blood Center as "essential" to the health of 
patients in our communities and so need to continue to 
provide blood to local patients. 
 Make your appointment today to get your 
preferred appointment time by clicking on the link 
below or contacting Bill Kirsch at 262-844-0778 or 
kirsch.family@sbcglobal.net for help.  
 Please invite your family, friends, and neighbors to 
join us. As a thank you, when you donate at this blood 
drive, you'll receive a coupon for up to 4 FREE outdoor 
water park passes to Mt. Olympus. Please see below: 

Bulletin Deadline Change 
The bulletin for Easter Sunday is due at our publisher 
earlier than usual. Articles are due in the office by 
Thursday, April 2. Thank you! 

Vacation Bible Camp 
All Aboard!   

Make way for the Rocky Railway!  Choo Choo!! 
Save the date for our fun and exciting Vacation Bible Camp 
this summer!  The dates have been set for Sunday, July 26, 
August 2, and August 9, 2020.  This is sure to be an 
adventure you don’t want to miss!  More information will 
be available in the coming weeks. 



Saint Luke Catholic Church Brookfield, Wisconsin 4 

This past week was the celebration of the Annunciation of the Lord.  While it is 
true we have been unable to come together into the building we call church, we 
have still been able to be Church together.  In Luke’s account of Mary becoming 

the Mother of Jesus/ Mother of God, we hear how she cooperated in God’s plan.  She said yes, or “may it be done,” even 
though this brought about great challenges to her life plan.  It is sometimes necessary for us to stop focusing on our ideas, 
our plan, and our goals.  Sometimes we need to see events through a different perspective. 
 Right now, we are all in a state of confusion and chaos.  The question is, do we need to feel that right now?  Maybe, 
if we take this time to reconnect with our family, spend meaningful time together, we too may see things differently.  What 
a blessing to be able to be at home with your children right now.  This situation won’t go on forever.  Soon enough we will 
be back to rush hour traffic, sports and other activities pulling us apart in many directions.  So I invite you to relish this time 
you have together.  

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give it to you.  
Do not let your hearts be troubled or afraid.” 

~John 14:27   
  Lenten Blessing! 
  ~ Cathy Smith 
Director of Faith Formation and Pastoral Associate 

 From Cathy’s Desk 

2461 W Center St, Milwaukee, WI 53206  

Date: Palm Sunday, April 5th, 2020 
Time: 10 AM—12Noon 
Where: St. Luke Brookfield Parking Lot       
  18000 West Greenfield Avenue      
  Brookfield, WI 53045 
 
Please place your non-perishable food items in the trunk of your vehicle 
so our helper can take it out for you.  Another helper will hand you a 
Blessed Palm for your home. 
All proceeds to benefit MacCanon Brown Homeless Sanctuary. 

If you have any questions please contact 
 Cathy Smith at 262-782-0032 ext. 106 
csmith@stlukebrookfield.org 

“Donate food and pick up a Palm Branch” 
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Sunday: Ez 37:12-14/Rom 8:8-11/Jn 11:1-45 
Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62/Jn 8:1-11 
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9/Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95/Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9/Jn 8:51-59 
Friday:  Jer 20:10-13/Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20/Jn 7:40-53 
Next Sunday: Mt 21:1-11/Is 50:4-7/Phil 2:6-11/Mt 26:14--27:66 

Readings for the week of March 29, 2020 

April 2020 is National Child Abuse Prevention Month 
 

The Archdiocese of Milwaukee has also recognized April as Child Abuse Prevention Month and 
April 19th - April 25th, as Safe Environment Week.  
 

This year’s theme is: “Yet greater still is the light of Christ.”  ― Pope Francis 
 

During this time, we raise awareness of how we as a Catholic community can continue to work to 
maintain safe environments in our parish for our children to live, learn, and play. Thank you for the 
continued role you play in creating and maintaining safe environments for all of God’s children! 
 

Marian Lamoureux 
Safe Environment Coordinator 

Please check our website stlukebrookfield.org for 
You Tube videos of liturgies of Palm Sunday, Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday  

Staying Connected 
 
 Members of our parish staff are going to 
try and connect with each household via phone 
calls and emails to determine how we can help one 
another. 
A mailing will also be sent out soon. 
Please remember to mail in your Stewardship 
Contributions or sign up for Faith Direct at 
faith.direct/WI320  
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Coronavirus and the Eucharist 
This crisis calls on us to care for one another and thank God at home 

Thomas O’Loughlin   Published in LA CROIX INTERNATIONAL March 20, 2020 
 

"All Masses Cancelled"  
 That sign has just gone up outside my local church. Who could have imagined it just a couple of weeks ago? Most 
Catholics are simply glad. Large gatherings are just what we do not want at the moment. The loving thing right now is to 
keep our distance lest we catch and transmit the Coronavirus. 
 But in every parish there are Catholics who do not like the idea of "missing Mass" and wonder could they not "get 
Mass" even if they did not gather? In a more worrying vein, I have heard at least two priests say that they will not have the 
State – imagined as the Church's enemy – telling them to close. They want to take the high ground of defending the freedom 
of religion. But if they go ahead and "provide Mass" – note the phrase – they may actually be endangering the very people 
they are claiming to serve. 
 But the fact that many regular Mass-goers will not be in a church this weekend – and maybe not even over Easter – 
might actually help us to broaden our understanding of the Eucharist and deepen our spirituality. 
Object or action? 
 For far too long – some historians would say since the 7thcentury – Latin Christians have had an attitude of thinking 
about the Eucharist as an object (something that happens due to the priest's work and they are in attendance) or as a 
commodity (and we behave like religious consumers). The language we use is the giveaway. We talk about "getting Mass" 
and "attending a Mass," and of "getting communion" and "taking communion." The image is that the Eucharist is "out 
there," and then we somehow obtain it or make it our own. 
 But the word "Eucharist" relates to a verb. It is something we, the whole People of God, do. It is our activity of 
thanking God the Father as a gathered community. And we offer this praise and thanks through Christ our Lord. The focus is 
on thanking the Father (God). Access to the Father (God) is provided to us in the Spirit through Jesus Christ. The prayers are 
led by the priest. It is our basic activity as Christians, not some "thing" that the priest does for us or makes for us. 
The virus has struck 
 So if we cannot gather because of COVID-19, can we still offer thanks to the Father through Christ?  Let's re-learn 
some basics. 
1. Jesus is present with us   Many Catholics treat church buildings as if they were pagan temples, as if God is only 

"in there." But God's presence is everywhere and the risen Christ is not limited by space. This presence of the risen Jesus 
among the community was captured in this saying preserved in Matthew's gospel: "Where two or three are gathered in 
my name, I am there among them" (Mt 18:20).Even in the smallest gathering of just two people, staying two meters 
apart so as not to spread the virus, the Risen Lord is among them. They might be two people in a house, or two people 
linked by phone or Skype. This was expressed in another ancient Christian saying that is preserved in the Didache (a 
first-century new disciples' guide): "Wherever the things of the Lord are spoken about, there the Lord is present" (4:1). 

2. My room is basic place of prayer   We sometimes think that we are only commanded to pray in a church building. 
We have grown up with the idea of Mass on Sunday as a regulation. But it is always sobering to recall this instruction by 
Jesus: "And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the gatherings and at the 
street corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever you 
pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you" (Mt 6:5-6). We are now being told to stay off the streets, out of the churches and away from people. So 
we can rediscover shutting the door and praying alone – knowing that the Father will listen to our prayers. 

3. Center and summit   We descr ibe the Euchar ist as the center  and summit of our  Chr istian lives, but often it is the 
sole part of our religious lives. This crisis calls on us to build up the surrounding foothills by caring for one another and 
thanking God at home, as well as in the church.  If we are not thankful for the meals we share at home, we are hardly 
ready to be thankful at the Great Thanksgiving that we call the Eucharist. 

4. Every table is a sacred place   Jesus encountered people and taught at their  tables. Every table is a place where 
we can encounter the Lord in those with us. We will not be eating together as sisters and brothers in a church for the next 
few weeks, so let's starting recalling that whenever we eat, we should be thankful. "You shall eat your fill and bless the 
Lord your God for the good land that he has given you" (Dt 8:10). We should be thankful for the food (grace before 
meals) and for enjoying it and the pleasure of being together (grace after meals).  

Let's discover what it means to be Church 
 We will not be gathered as large groups for the next few weeks. Let's use this experience to rediscover that we are 
the Church; that the Church is not a building.  Let us remember that we must be Eucharistic every day, but especially at 
meals; that the Eucharist is not an object we get, take, receive or attend. And let us never forget that the Risen One is with us, 
interceding for us with God (the Father) during these worrying times. 

Thomas O'Loughlin is a Catholic priest of the Diocese of Arundel and Brighton (England)  
and professor of historical theology at the University of Nottingham. 
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St. Luke Mission Statement 
 We, the people of St. Luke Catholic 
Faith Community, open to the Spirit, 
seek to grow in faith through liturgical   
participation, lifelong Christian 
formation, and social ministries of the 
Church. 
We accept our responsibility as 
Christian Stewards in the sharing of 
our time, talents, and treasure as we 
journey together ‘living into our 
Baptism’. We honor our past, celebrate 
our present, and embrace the future as 
together we build a household of faith  
and a world in which all are welcome. 
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Pandemic can be time to rediscover love, kindness, pope says 
by Carol Glatz by Catholic News Service  

Vatican City — People must use this time of the coronavirus pandemic to 
rediscover the importance of small, concrete gestures of affection and care toward 
others, Pope Francis said in a new interview. 
"Sometimes we only experience a virtual form of communication with one 
another. Instead, we should discover a new closeness. More concrete relationships 
made of attention and patience," he said in an interview by phone with the Italian 
daily, La Repubblica, published March 18. 
An example of this concreteness, he said, is the self-sacrifice of those who are on 
the front lines working to save people's lives. 
"I thank those who give themselves in this way to others," he said. 
"And I ask everyone to stay close to those who have lost loved ones, to be close to 
them in every possible way. Consolation must now be everyone's commitment," 
he added. 
The pope was asked how people can best use this time of forced isolation or 
quarantine. 
"We must rediscover the concreteness of little things, small gestures of attention 
we can offer those close to us, our family, our friends. We must understand that in 
small things lies our treasure," he said. 
There are small acts of kindness, affection and compassion that often go 
unnoticed in daily life, "but they are nonetheless decisive, important," he said. 
"For example, a hot meal, a caress, a hug, a phone call. They are familiar gestures 
of attention to the details of everyday life that make life meaningful and that 
create communion and communication among us," he said. 
The pope said some families normally spend mealtime in silence "because the 
parents watch television while they eat and children are on their mobile phones. 
They look like monks, all isolated from each other" with no communication, he 
said. 
"Listening to each other is important because that's how we can understand the 
needs, efforts, desires of the other. This language made of concrete gestures must 
be safeguarded. In my opinion, the pain of these days should open us up to this 
concreteness," he said. 
Francis said an article written recently impressed him because it underlined how 
people's individual behavior affects the lives of others. 
Fabio Fazio, an Italian television variety show host, wrote a piece that appeared in 
La Repubblica March 16, listing all the things he was learning during the 
nationwide lockdown. Urging readers to also write a list of lessons learned, Fazio 
said some of his personal reflections included the importance of being close to 
loved ones, hugging one's children, the need for solidarity and the unfortunate 
demise of the concept of a nation dedicated to social welfare. 
"It has become evident that those who do not pay taxes not only commit a felony, 
but also a crime (akin to murder because) it is also their fault if there are no 
hospital beds and respirators," Fazio wrote. 
The pope said that line in particular struck him as well as other passages. 
Francis was asked what he prayed for when he visited and prayed at two churches 
in Rome March 15. 
"I asked the Lord to stop the epidemic, 'Lord, stop it with your hand.' That's what I 
prayed for," he said. 
When asked what people should do if they have no religious belief, the pope said 
they are still children of God, who is still looking upon them. 
Those who have not yet encountered God and those who lack the gift of faith can 
still "find their way through this, in the good things they believe in." 
"They can find strength in love for their children, for their family, for their 
brothers and sisters," and they can believe in the love of the people around them 
"and thus find hope," he said. 
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HEATING & AIR 
CONDITIONING, INC.

SALES & SERVICE
Furnaces - Air Conditioners - Sheet Metal

547-4803

Complete Plumbing Solutions

David Strigenz 
Owner

262-782-5940

Lic No #249363

ROMAN ELECTRIC 
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

Residential Work

640 S. 70th St.                        414-471-8565

166th and Cleveland Ave., New Berlin, WI

262.784.9540

BUNZEL’S 
OLD FASHIONED MEAT MARKET

Fresh Custom Cut Choice Meats
Party Trays • Catering

Thank You For Supporting A Family Tradition

9015 W. Burleigh            873-7960 
www.bunzelmeats.com

• Complete Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling  
Custom Showers a specialty • Solid Surface Walls & Counter Tops 

Custom Cabinets • Whirlpool Service

Mike Schmitz • Parish Member   
262-796-1522 

17025 W. Rogers Dr., New Berlin, WI 53151
www.etchcoat.com

 

 

Serving the Entire Milwaukee Metro Area 

Efficient Furnaces, Boilers 

 Air Conditioning & Water Heaters 

16935 W. Greenfield Ave.  262-784-6440

citizenbank.bank 
262-363-6500

Daily Lunch and Dinner specials.
Lunch Buffet. / Closed Mondays. 

SUNDAY BUFFET / RECEIVE $1 OFF WITH AD. 
10% OFF MENU ITEMS WITH AD. 

262-796-8200
17115 W. Bluemound Rd. Brookfield.

Armeli’s 
Restaurant & Pizzeria 

16201 W. National Ave.
Dining - Carry Outs - Delivery 

Call us For:  Showers, Baptisms & Funerals

786-6699

10% OFF
w/ coupon (St. Lukes) 

Dine In Only -

Mary Carstens
Realtor

262-442-6030
mcarstens@firstweber.com
www.MaryCarstens.FirstWeber.com

Let’s work together to fulfill your dreams!

Wee•B•Kids
CHILD CARE CENTER & PRESCHOOL
1350 Davidson Road, Brookfield

(located just west of Calhoun & Greenfield)

262-785-9474
• Flexible scheduling - pay only for needed days
• Open 6am-6pm, Monday-Friday

• Transportation available to and from area schools

• Large indoor & outdoor facility

• Certified Preschool Program 

• Exciting Field Trips 

• Lunch and Snacks included 

Receive first week FREE with this ad 
(new enrollment only)

Rent baby gear from BabyQuip
Cribs, high chairs &  
more delivered and  

set up for you.

(414) 892-1158
• CALL FOR RATES •  

• CLEAN, SAFE & INSURED •

Parishioner Special FREE DELIVERY

Pack Light. Travel Happy.

ROGERS 
TREE SERVICE 

& YARD 
CLEAN UP!

Parish Member 

262-227-9991
Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Need individual  
health insurance?

I Can Help!

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency

With thousands of plans from 
nationally recognized companies and 

coverage has never been easier.

Health | Medicare | Small Group | Life | Supplemental

Steve B Boyer
Licensed Insurance Agent

262-363-0738
sboyer@healthmarkets.com

Call me for your FREE quote today!

262-363-0738

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency, Inc. is licensed as an insurance agency in all 50 
states and the District of Columbia. Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. 
Service and product availability varies by State.HMIA000118

Metropolitan Urology groUp

Innovative, State of the Art Urologic 
Treatment for the Entire Family

Christopher J. Walsh, M.D.

W. Patrick Flanangan, M.D. 
Arman Cicic, D.O.

MAYFAIR 
2600 N. Mayfair Rd., Suite 545, Wauwatosa, WI 

414-476-0430 • www.Gourology.com

Our Auberge Brookfield community supports engages, and encourages 
the whole individual who is living with a memory impairing disease.
We are an all inclusive memory care living community that provides: 
•  24 Hour Nursing - On site 
•  Purpose Driven, Life Enriching Programs 
•  Restaurant Style, Quality Dining 
• Pet Friendly Environment

The Auberge at Brookfield 
1105 Davidson Rd., Brookfield WI 53045 
262-641-9020  |  aubergebrookfield.com

Walk In Tours Are 
Always Welcome!


