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Dear People of St. Luke – Easter People – ALL  
A special Easter Welcome to One and All: parishioners; family members home 

from school; others maybe isolating or quarantined due to COVID-19; or others who 
have moved away from home and are home for a visit all, of course, with proper social distancing during this unusual Easter.  
We welcome all visitors, travelers and guests to our virtual Saint Luke Parish Community website and streamed Masses. We 
certainly lift up in prayer all infected with; affected by COVID-19; all dedicated service workers, and the loved ones of all 
who have died. If you have joined us via streamed liturgies and live in the area we invite you to consider joining our parish 
to journey with us in Faith. We shall gather physically again in community as soon as we are permitted to do so. We also 
send warm Easter greetings to our parishioners who are hospitalized or homebound and receive this bulletin. We send Easter 
greetings also to our sister parish, St. Pius X Parish, Gbagalape-Abuja, Nigeria. 
 Amidst all life’s uncertainties; disappointments; so many kinds of death each day – rising to new life through God’s 
Divine Spirit in us is often a real challenge.  Whether it be the loss of a loved one in physical death caused by COVID-19 or 
other illnesses; lesser but life-changing deaths; our own aging or that of a parent or spouse; “Safer-At-Home’ orders, 
quarantines, lockdowns; food and supply shortages, job loss; children growing; the questionable status of household, 
neighborhood and world ‘peace;’ or senseless violence, our Faith assures us that ‘Risen Life’ is ours on the journey if we see 
with eyes open to ‘Newness of Life.’ The Cross of Good Friday always gives way to the Resurrection of Easter: ‘dying to 
rising!’ 

More than others, this year, I have been longing to sing again, “Heleluyan” as we wait and hope for an end to the 
darkness of the scourge of COVID-19.  “Heleluyan” has become one of my favorite Easter selections:  

 
 
 
 

 
Christ is Risen, come and praise Him! Heleluyan! Hear the Gospel of Salvation! Heleluyan!* 

Now, the dark of death is broken! Heleluyan! Life forever for all people! Heleluyan! 
 *Heleluyan is the Creek or Muskogee Nation word for ‘Alleluia.’  The Muskogee people sang Heleluyan as they 
walked the Trail of Tears. Today, every time it is sung, Heleluyan reminds us that God is always at the end of our road, 
ready to meet us there no matter what we encounter on our trail of life. Because all Christians—all people—are on a journey 
of faith together, this is a reminder of our shared bonds with those far and near as we walk together. We travel our journeys 
as one people. We share in the pain, sorrow, struggle, happiness, joy and salvation of each other. We are all one. Using 
Heleluyan as a Gospel acclamation in our Easter Eucharist honors the Creek heritage of this song as a song of journey and 
as a song of great faith. How appropriate as we continue our COVID-19 journey.  We thank Shawn Rochon for his 
arrangement and for introducing us, through his Master’s Concert (2013), to the meaningful heritage of the Creek-Muskogee 
Nation. 
 Also I share a poem which I read in the Heritage Christian School Hotline which speaks of Resurrection and New Life, 
especially for this Easter. This poem by Kitty O’Meara, inspired perhaps by an Italian poem by Irene Vella, reads like a 
cross between a proverb, Instagram poem, and, if you're feeling optimistic, psychic prediction. 

                                                   In Time of a Pandemic                                      by Kitty O’Meara 
 “And the people stayed home. And read books, and listened, and rested, and exercised, and made art, 
         and played games, and learned new ways of being, and were still. 
  And listened more deeply. Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. Some met their shadows. 
  And the people began to think differently. And the people healed. 
  And, in the absence of people living in ignorant, dangerous, mindless, and heartless ways, the earth began to heal. 
  And when the danger passed, and the people joined together again, they grieved their losses,  
         and made new choices, and dreamed new images, and created new ways to live and heal the earth fully,  
         as they had been healed.” 
THANKS TO ONE AND ALL who have helped us ‘stay connected,’ and celebrated the Easter Mystery at home and 
online, and those who ministered on behalf of the community making it possible for us to join together in virtual prayer and 
life-giving; life-saving outreach.  
Our dedicated Pastoral Staff and Pastoral Council join me in wishing one and all a Blessed Easter! 
Pastoral Staff: 
Jane Dunne       Cathy Smith                        Shawn Rochon     Mark Vanchena   Bob Bernhardt   Fr. Augustine 
Adm. Assistant    Director of Faith Formation/   Director of Music    Custodian               Bookkeeper          Pastor 
           Pastoral Associate                      and Liturgy 
Pastoral Council: 
Paul Zarling   Tom Freiburger   Jacob Mortag   Mary Szajna             Greg Warchol          Fr. Augustine 
Chair                 Vice Chair              Secretary            Trustee-Treasurer        Trustee-Secretary        Pastor, Vice President 

Members-at-large: Phil Beltran, Larry Decker, Bill Freisleben, Jon Gnorski, Trish Nunez, Krista Orlowski, Steven Pharr 

From the Pastor  

Shawn R. Rochon. All rights reserved..  
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Justice Corner 
 
Resurrection 
 
 Jesus Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 
Resurrection is God’s ultimate word about life and death. 
In the midst of awesome human problems, the COVID-19 
Pandemic and serious injustices, resurrection is possible. 
Peace and reconciliation are possible.  
 Our world knows the tragedy of divisions among 
peoples and nations, and the scandal of poverty and 
economic injustice. More than ever, the world needs to 
experience resurrection. However, the change must begin in 
each of us. When we consider the Passion Jesus endured for 
our sake, how can we say, “No” to doing the work of 
bringing reconciliation to our world?  
 Think about the human suffering that surrounds you. 
How might God be calling you to get involved? What can 
you do to make a difference in your home, parish, 
community, nation, and our world? As you pray, ask our 
Resurrected Lord to show you how to help others emerge 
from their suffering.  

Please remember in prayer Eleanore Ruhland, 
of St. Luke, who has died, and her family. 
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord.  
R./And let perpetual light shine upon her. 
May her soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, 
through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  
R./ Amen. 

Today as we celebrate the feast of Easter we 
find the challenge of also seeing and believing 
the resurrection that comes through our own 
lives of self-sacrifice.  It is then that we are truly 
Easter people! 
As you join the St. Luke Society of St. Vincent de Paul 
in prayer and service, know that you are a sign of God’s 
love to those who are suffering and you give them 
Easter hope and joy. 

Easter Sunday:  Acts 10:34a, 37-43/Col 3:1-4/Jn 20:1-9 
Monday:  Acts 2:14, 22-33/Mt 28:8-15 
Tuesday:  Acts 2:36-41/Jn 20:11-18 
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10/Lk 24:13-35 
Thursday:  Acts 3:11-26/Lk 24:35-48 
Friday:  Acts 4:1-12/Jn 21:1-14 
Saturday:  Acts 4:13-21/Mk 16:9-15 
Next Sunday: Acts 2:42-47/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31 

Readings for the week of April 12, 2020 

Staying Connected 
Live streaming at stlukebrookfield.org.  
Easter Sunday 8:00 AM.  
        ( videos also available for viewing after those times )  
Easter Sunday 11:00 AM at stjohncathedral.org.  
View/listen to streamed/recorded Masses available at  
9 a.m., Sunday mornings, on Radio 920 AM, W.O.L.F., 
and on broadcast television on WVTV, My24 at 7 a.m.,  
and 9 a.m., and on WITI Fox 6, at 5:30 a.m.  
 

Please note that Archbishop Listecki, in line with 
governmental orders and guidelines, has extended the 
suspension of Masses and all parish activities through 
Sunday, May 3, and has lifted the Sunday Mass Obligation 
through Sunday, May 31, 2020 (Pentecost). 
 

The Parish Office will be open intermittently during the 
next weeks.  Please call before making the trip. Parish Staff 
may be working from home so email or calling is best for 
communication.  
 

Please remember to mail in your Stewardship Contributions 
or sign up for Faith Direct at faith.direct/WI320 

Thank You, Fr. Augustine 

The Lord is risen! As 
Christ's disciples, we are 
called to go forth and 
spread the good news of the 

Resurrection. Our parish's many ministries are examples of 
how many of you answer that call. Our ministries require 
not only gifts of time and talent, but also of financial help. 
Please prayerfully consider supporting St. Luke Parish with 
electronic donations through Faith Direct.  
Visit www.faithdirect.net and use our church code: WI320. 
Thank you for your continued support of our parish family! 

Blood Drive Thanks 
Special thanks to all of the compassionate 
donors at the St. Luke Blood Drive last week. 
Over 40 donors contributed to helping us 
achieve 146% of our goal. We were absolutely 
at capacity due to the outpouring of support 
from the St. Luke community. Our donations will save at 
least 105 lives! Way to go!! The need for blood is expected 
to spike again in June, and we are working on adding an 
additional date. Stay tuned. 
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Alleluia! Jesus Christ is Risen!!! 
At the end of John’s Gospel, it is said, “he saw and 
believed.”  As we continue to live through these uncertain 
times it is necessary for us to believe that we will come out 
of this time a little wiser, a little kinder, and more faith 
filled. Though we are not in Mass together today in our 
beloved church, remember we are church because of the 
relationships we have built with one another and the faith 
we profess to God.  So, one this Easter Sunday I still say 
“Alleluia!”  We have faith, love and hope to see us through. 
Blessings on you and all who you love this Easter Day! 
 
    ~ Cathy Smith 
 Director of Faith Formation and Pastoral Associate 

 From Cathy’s Desk 

Prayer for Our Church 
 
Heavenly Father,  
In every age, you have been our refuge.  
Yet again and still, we stand before you  
asking for your protection on your holy Church. 
For the victims of abuse and their families,  
pour out your healing and your peace.  
 
For the Bishops of this country,  
continue to inspire their decisions,  
and guide them with your Spirit.  
 
For the thousands of good and faithful priests,  
who have followed your call to serve you and your people 
in holiness,  
sustain them by your grace.  
 
For the faithful who are angry, confused, and searching for 
answers,  
embrace them with your love,  
restore their trust,  
console them with your clear Gospel message,  
and renew them with your sacraments.  
 
We place our Church in your hands,  
for without you we can do nothing.  
May Jesus, our High Priest and true compass,  
continue to lead her in every thought and action –  
to be an instrument of justice,  
a source of consolation,  
a sacrament of unity,  
and a manifestation of your faithful covenant.  
 
Grant this through that same Jesus Christ, our Lord,  
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.  
 

Rita Thiron Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions  
Printed with ecclesiastical approval. 

We Lift Up in Prayer  
Candidates for the Easter Sacraments….. 
 All Rites of Baptism, Reception into Full Commun-
ion/Confirmation/Communion are postponed until the cur-
rent health crisis has passed.  We look forward to our com-
munal Baptism of Amelia Marie Rojas; Reception into Full 
Communion/Confirmation/Communion of Alissa Lee 
Leschke, and Karl Jacob Heger, and First Communion of 
Scarlett Suzanne Coyle, Tenley Jolene Doering, Shreya 
Celine Kuriakose, Austin William Meyer, Tiago Fernandes 
Alves Mota, Diogo Jorge Trevizan, and Gabriela Victoria 
Wakeham as soon as possible.  
 Also we lift up in prayer our Newly Confirmed 
Youth Members who were sealed with the Gift of the Holy 
Spirit on February 22: Tyler Davis Eberle, Joel Jenson Ku-
riakose, Marah Anne McCaffery, Isaiah Waldemar Schnei-
der, and Daniel Tyler Warchol!  
 We continue to hold in prayer all these our sisters and 
brothers together with all believers seeking ‘to live into our 
Baptism’ this Easter and always.  
 Cathy Smith, DFF/PA 
 RCIA Team:  
                    Linda Gaura, Mary Ellen Eder, Janet Belton 
 Fr. Augustine 
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Communion of Saints, an Important Tenet of Our Faith, Can Help During Coronavirus 
by Daniel P. Horan  

 
 Like nearly everybody else on the planet, I have been preoccupied with, concerned about and focused on the novel 
coronavirus pandemic over the last few weeks. It seems that every hour new information comes across media outlets that 
would ordinarily be weeklong stories in their own right — professional and college sports are suspended; public liturgies are 
suppressed by dioceses around the country; travel bans are put into effect; schools from the elementary level to universities 
have temporarily closed or switched to remote learning; chaos and fear and confusion have ensued. 
 In the midst of this frightening moment in our history, I considered what more could be said, what perspective could I 
offer? I am a doctor, but I am not a physician. My expertise in theology and spirituality does not qualify me in any way to 
add words of wisdom or caution about something best left to epidemiologists and public health specialists. There is enough 
medical advice (mostly good, though some bogus) already circulating online. But upon considering what I might say in my 
column this week, I realized that virtually nothing has been said about the theological significance of the communion of 
saints for this moment. 
 The doctrine of the communion of saints is an important tenet of our faith but one that few Christians regularly 
consider. It was added to the Creed sometime around the fifth century, and yet for all its ancient significance it remains 
largely misunderstood. 
 Theologian and St. Joseph Sr. Elizabeth Johnson, professor emerita at Fordham University, stated at the outset of her 
1998 book, Friends of God and Prophets: A Feminist Theological Reading of the Communion of Saints, that misconceptions 
about the doctrine are so prevalent that any effort to talk constructively about the communion of saints requires first 
identifying what this belief "is not." She explains: 
 This doctrinal symbol does not in the first instance refer to paradigmatic figures, those outstanding individuals 
traditionally called "saints," but rather names the whole community of people graced by the Spirit of God. Neither does it 
point exclusively to those who have died; rather, the community of living persons is its primary referent. Furthermore, while 
obviously interested in human beings, the symbol does not allude to them exclusively but embraces the whole natural world 
in a "communion of the holy." 
 At its core, the communion of saints is an affirmation of the empowering, unifying and healing work of the Holy Spirit 
among all God's people and creation. The Second Vatican Council's Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, Lumen Gentium, 
beautifully and succinctly describes the reality of the communion of saints, noting that, "all the faithful, scattered though 
they be throughout the world, are in communion with each other in the Holy Spirit." A paraphrase of this line also appears in 
the Roman Missal in Eucharistic Prayer III. Two key elements of the doctrine are expressed in this short line: the role of the 
Holy Spirit and the communion that people share in the Spirit. 
 That so few people regularly regard the doctrine of the communion of saints may follow from the fact that so few 
people care to remember the third person of the Holy Trinity. As I have said before, most Christians generally act as 
unwitting "Holy Spirit atheists." But that doesn't stop God from being God, and as Spirit, God continually draws near to 
creation, dwells within each person and leads us onward in salvation history. 
 The notion of communion (koinonia in Greek) is an important concept to grasp in an effort to understand the doctrine. 
This term does not merely mean affiliation or association of like-minded folks. It is deeper and more foundational. 
Communion refers to the bonds of fellowship and interrelatedness formed by the Holy Spirit among the people of God. 
Because the Spirit is not bound by human laws, prejudices, borders, or any form of demarcation we establish among 
ourselves, the communion that is shared in the Spirit transcends space, time and even earthly life. For this reason, we can 
profess the Apostles' Creed with confidence, affirming St. Paul's insight in the New Testament that absolutely nothing, 
including death, can separate us from the love of God or the communion we share with one another in the Holy Spirit. 
 This has been an unusually difficult series of weeks for nearly everybody on the planet. The best scientific and medical 
experts have strongly encouraged the practice of social distancing to help mitigate the spread of the coronavirus, which has 
prompted the remarkable halting of all regular public gatherings. The imposition of quarantines and self-isolation has 
challenged much of our usual interpersonal connections and interactions. People are now understandably afraid of standing 
too closely or even interacting with others at all. And in the face of rising fear — and for some, denial — it can be difficult 
to recall our shared humanity and ground ourselves in what is most important when the quotidian experience of life is halted 
or flipped upside down. 
 It is in this context, however, that the communion of saints can be especially instructive. There are at least three 
implications that are worth reflecting on and remembering during this difficult time. 
 First, we are already always united to one another in the Holy Spirit. This means that though we may not be able to go 

(Continued on page 7) 
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St. Luke Mission Statement 
 We, the people of St. Luke Catholic 
Faith Community, open to the Spirit, 
seek to grow in faith through liturgical   
participation, lifelong Christian 
formation, and social ministries of the 
Church. 
We accept our responsibility as 
Christian Stewards in the sharing of 
our time, talents, and treasure as we 
journey together ‘living into our 
Baptism’. We honor our past, celebrate 
our present, and embrace the future as 
together we build a household of faith  
and a world in which all are welcome. 
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about interacting with one another, seeing each other in person, or sharing in 
real time the ordinary and extraordinary events of our lives, we are still bound 
to one another and connected to each other by God's grace. This communion is 
not limited to all those living today, but includes a bond with everyone who has 
come before us and all those who will come after us in this life. 
 For many people the suspension of public liturgies last weekend was an 
especially painful experience. But it's worth recalling that no celebration of the 
Eucharist is ever truly "private," for the doctrine of the communion of saints 
reminds us that we are already joined together by the Spirit into the body of 
Christ. You don't have to livestream a liturgy (as wonderful as that option may 
be) to be connected to and in communion with the church at worship. Separated 
though we may be from one another physically, spiritually we are in 
communion — we just have to call that to mind and embrace it with our hearts. 
Second, those of us who are not yet ill but embrace social distancing for the 
sake of the common good are practicing a form of solidarity that is another 
reflection of our belief in the communion of saints. This solidarity arising from 
the communion we share in the Spirit should motivate our behaviors so as to 
help others and not merely look after ourselves. This is especially true when 
facing the threat of a highly contagious virus. 
 Sadly, many young adults who feel they are not at risk or are in denial 
about the seriousness of the threat have disregarded public health 
recommendations to avoid crowded settings. Even if one is not in a population 
most at risk, the flagrant disregard for the safety of others — by becoming a 
vector for the virus and exposing other, more vulnerable people to the disease 
— is a rejection of the solidarity called for by our profession of belief in the 
communion of saints. If we believe the Spirit binds us together, then we ought 
to keep in mind that the decisions we make and the behaviors in which we 
engage have consequences that extend beyond us and may even threaten the 
lives of our brothers and sisters. 
 Finally, as theologians have noted for centuries, in addition to meaning 
"the communion of saints," the Latin phrase in the creed communion sanctorum 
can also mean "communion in holy things." Typically this has been understood 
to refer to the sacraments, and understandably so. However, we can also expand 
the notion of "holy things" to include the whole of creation, which is made holy 
by God's presence throughout the cosmos precisely as Spirit. Too often we are 
inclined to limit God's presence to the times, places and things of our choosing. 
And yet, as scripture bears witness, God's Spirit draws near to all of creation, 
renewing the face of the earth (Psalm 104). There is no person, place, or thing 
that is outside of God's reach or purview. Whether we are holed up in a 
precautionary quarantine or find ourselves isolated in medical treatment or we 
work in an essential field that prohibits social distancing, God is, as St. 
Augustine said, always closer to us than we are to ourselves. 
 During this time when we are inclined to feel under threat and out of 
control, it is important for us to remember that we are inextricably united to 
each other in the bond of communion through the Holy Spirit. May our 
recounting of this important Christian doctrine bring us consolation in times of 
isolation and loneliness, solidarity leading to care of others, and faith in the God 
who is always already there with us. 

 
[Daniel P. Horan is a Franciscan friar and assistant professor of systematic theology and 

spirituality at Catholic Theological Union in Chicago. His most recent book is Catholicity and 
Emerging Personhood: A Contemporary Theological Anthropology. 

(Published in National Catholic Reporter (NCR) 
Reprinted for educational purposes only.) 
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HEATING & AIR 
CONDITIONING, INC.

SALES & SERVICE
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547-4803
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David Strigenz 
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