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Dear People of St. Luke and Guests, 
 This year our Easter Season was unusual but graced.  On Pentecost, in the Spirit, 
we rejoiced and gave thanks as Pilgrim People. On Trinity Sunday we celebrated the 
‘dancing Divine community of love’ in which we participate through God’s goodness and our Baptism. Last Sunday, as the 
Body of Christ, in our current time of dual pandemics of COVID-19 and Racism, we were united and stretched in Eucharist. 
We are ALL made in God’s beautiful image and we are ALL equal and fully human, but the sad truth is, not all experience 
being treated equally and as fully human.  We pray for all infected with and affected by COVID-19 and all our sisters and 
brothers still feeling the deadly obvious and subtle effects of racism. Maybe this time, in our time, change will not only 
happen but equality will be real for all. In so many ways it is time for some deep breathing; letting and helping one another 
share the breath of life and widen the circle of God’s love.  
 Our liturgical year gives us ‘the deep breath’ of Ordinal or Numbered time of the year. Some call it ‘Ordinary - Green 
Time.’ Today we gathered singing of the mystery of our God with “God, How Many Are a Thousand. With our sung 
Communion Prayer we united our voices in “Behold the Lamb” and went forth “Lifting Up Our Hearts to the Lord;”  ready 
for service with, in and as the Christ. 
 A few years ago the following two paragraphs were sent to Shawn Rochon and me as members of the National 
Association of Pastoral Musicians.  It was written for the most part by long time and revered church musician, Gordon Truitt. 
“Clearly, public paranoia has never been limited to tweeting politicians or self-promoting pop personalities! If Jeremiah had 
had access to Twitter, most of today’s first reading would have constituted at least three and maybe four “poor me” tweets, 
but our responsorial psalm assures us, ‘God hears the cry of the poor.’ We read today’s texts in a very different way from 
earlier generations because of our familiarity with people who complain like this on social media to anyone willing to listen 
or to anyone ready to comment on their complaints. (Just think, all those electronic complaints and re-tweets are not just 
being read by someone’s online followers; they are being sent out into space. No wonder aliens are loathe to visit our little 
planet!)” 
 “The response to a paranoid Twitterverse and any practice of self-aggrandizing public outrage appears in the calm 
voice of Jesus in the Gospel.  Put things in perspective, he says. “Fear no one.” Only be afraid of someone “who can destroy 
both soul and body in Gehenna.” (That would be us, of course, since it would be our sins that put us there.) Remember, when 
you feel like you’re not receiving proper respect or being attacked unfairly: “You are worth more than many sparrows.”” 
 The need to put and keep things in perspective and be open to lifelong growth catches my eye and tugs at my heart on 
this Twelfth Sunday of the Year. Living in and through the ongoing pandemics of COVID-19 and Racism, we have 
experienced so much growth in life as a result of hardships, disappointments, and the adjustment of priorities.  
 ‘Ordinal, numbered, ‘Ordinary,’ green time of the year’ is a special time of growth as we bask in the warmth and 
beauty of Summer and maybe even enjoy a little vacation; being socially responsible of course. Author, mentor, guide Sister 
Joan Chittister, OSB, offers this reflection: ‘Struggle transforms us’ 
 “When we find ourselves immersed in struggle, we find ourselves trafficking in more than the superficial, more than 
the mundane. That’s why maturity has very little to do with age. That’s why wisdom has more to do with experience than it 
does with education. We begin to feel in ways we could never feel before the struggle began. Before a death of someone I 
myself have loved, someone else’s grief is a simple formality. We don’t know what to say and we don’t know why we’re 
saying it because we never needed to have someone say it to us. Before feeling humiliated ourselves we can never know how 
painful the daily paper can be to those who find themselves in it with no way to defend themselves to the great faceless and 
anonymous population out there that is using it to judge them. Silently, harshly, even gleefully, perhaps. Until my own 
reputation is at stake, I can look at another person’s shame and never have the grace to turn away. 
 “After we ourselves know struggle, we begin to weigh one value against another, to choose between them and the 
future, rather than simply the present, as our measure. Some things, often quite common things, we come to realize -peace, 
security, love - are infinitely better than the great things - the money, the position, the fame - that we once wanted for 
ourselves. Then we begin to make different kinds of decisions. 
 “We begin to see beyond the present moment to the whole scheme of things, to the very edges of the soul, to the core 
of what is desirable as well as what is doable. The bright young man who had worked the pit in the futures market, planned a 
big international career in trading, and worked hard to start his own business, changed jobs after the collapse of the World 
Trade Center. He stood in shock a thousand miles away as television cameras watched the building go down with dozens of 
his friends in it. All of them young, like he was. All of them bright, like he was. All of them on their way up, like he was. But 
to where? He had lost too many of his hard-driving young friends, he said later, to ignore the meaning of life any longer. He 
quit his job in the center of Bigtime. He went back to Smalltown, USA, to hunt with his dogs and fish the streams and buy 
the average family home in a small cul-de-sac in a local suburb.  
 “No one comes out of struggle, out of suffering, the same kind of person they were when they went in. It’s possible, of 
course, to come out worse than we were when we went into the throes of pain. Struggle can turn to sour in us, of course. But 
it is equally possible, if we choose to reflect on it, to come out stronger and wiser than we were when it began. What is not 
possible, however, is to stay the same.” —from Scarred by Struggle, Transformed by Hope by Joan Chittister (Eerdmans)  
 Happy Green, Ordinal, Numbered, ‘Ordinary,’ - GROWTH TIME!  As we ‘live into our Baptism’ our journey of 
growth never ends … ‘it just begins and begins and begins again…’. 
                                                                                                                          Your Pastor and a Pilgrim with You, 
                                                                                                                                            Fr. Augustine  

From the Pastor  



3 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time June 21, 2020 

Justice Corner 
 
Poverty and Hunger in the United States 
 
Poverty - The U.S. Census Bureau defines poverty 
according to the number of people in a family. For 
example, a single person is defined to be poor in the U.S. if 
he or she has a total annual income of less than $12,082; or 
a family of four is poor if its total income is $24,256 per 
year. Using these statistics as definitions of poverty, here 
are some key facts about U.S. poverty, based on 2015 data. 
· There are 43.1 million people in poverty in the United 

States which is 13.5 percent of the U.S. population 
· Of this number 14.5 million are kids, or 1 in 5 

children in the country 
· There are 12.2 million men in poverty  and 14.8 

million women 
· The poverty rate for African Americans is 24.1 

percent 
· And is 21.4 percent for Hispanics 
· Households with a single parent and no husband have 

a 28.2 percent poverty rate 
· And people with a disability have a poverty rate of 29 

percent 
All this in perhaps the richest country in the world. 

In the Gospel today, we hear Jesus say: 
“Everyone who acknowledges me before others I 
will acknowledge before the heavenly One.” 
This week know that you have brought hope 

to our neighbors in need by your generous gifts of food 
and money to The Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  
Thank you so much! 

Staying Connected 
Please join together in prayer. 
Live streaming at stlukebrookfield.org. Eucharist for 12th 
Sunday (A) (6-21-20) 8:00 AM. Video available for viewing at 
8AM or anytime after.) Palm Sunday–Body & Blood of Christ; 
handbell and choir videos can be found at ‘Videos - Staying 
Connected’ tab on the website. Please check ‘Resources and 
Links’ for prayer and formation materials. Sunday Mass 11:00 
AM at stjohncathedral.org. and FOX 6. Streamed/recorded 
Masses available at 9 a.m., Sunday mornings, on Radio 920 
AM, W.O.L.F., and on broadcast television on WVTV, My24 
at 7 a.m., and 9 a.m., and on WITI Fox 6, at 5:30 a.m.  

Catholic Comeback Reopening 
As communicated over the past weeks, we of St. Luke are 
among the parishes who have not resumed ‘public’ communal 
Sunday Masses. It is not a question of ‘if’ but ‘when.’ Your 
health, safety and protection, and that of our Staff, is my 
uppermost concern. Being in close proximity for an extended 
period of time; speaking, singing; and the reception of 
Communion creates a possible hotspot and is risky. Our Parish 
Staff, Pastoral Council and other parishioners will continue 
to work with me on developing the plan for a safe reopening 
for Sunday Mass. 
Before we can settle on a date to reopen for public Masses; 
COVID-19 numbers must be on the down slope AND we 
must be assured of a commitment from enough 
parishioners and friends of St. Luke so we can assure health 
and safety precautions are in place.  
We will need 6 Ushers/Ministers of Hospitality for each Mass 
5, 8, 10:30 and at least 5 people to clean/ disinfect after/between 
each Mass. That’s at least 18 Ushers/Ministers of Hospitality 
and 15 disinfectors per Saturday/Sunday. Ideally we would 
have 4 teams so we can schedule a month at a time. This is 
going to be an ongoing commitment; not just for a few 
Sundays. Besides this, we will still need 3 Lectors, 3 Servers, 3 
Cantors each week. Thanks to those who  have already offered 
to help. 
Please call or email Jane in the parish office to offer your 
services as cleaner/disinfector.  Please call or email Shawn to 
offer services as Ushers/Ministers of Hospitality, Lectors, 
Acolytes, and Cantors. When we receive enough commitments 
we will be able to consider setting a date for reopening.   
In the meantime, as the Body of Christ of St. Luke we 
continue to connect through our streamed Eucharist 
available Sundays at 8 am or anytime after, at 
stlukebrookfield.org. Please see my letter on the parish website 
for further explanation.  
The Parish Office will be open intermittently during the 
next weeks. Please call ahead. 
Thank You to all for your continued commitment of 
Stewardship of Time, Talent and Financial Treasure as 
together we continue our St. Luke Parish Gospel Mission. 
Please remember to mail in your Stewardship Contributions, 
drop them off at the Parish Office or sign up for Faith Direct at 
faith.direct/WI320  
Please let us know by phone, email or mail if there is 
something we can do for you in these challenging times.  
We look forward to the day when we will be able to gather 
comfortably again in one another’s physical presence. 
Until then, please be safe and healthy and help others be 
safe and healthy. We journey together!  
Thank You.  Fr. Augustine  

A Father’s Day Blessing 
Ever-living and ever-loving God, 
 in Your wisdom and love you made all things. 
Bless our Fathers, Grandfathers, Godfathers, 
 Stepfathers, Foster fathers and all other men 
 who show a father’s love and care. 
Bless them that they may be strengthened 
 in their Christian fathering role. 
Let the example of their faith and love shine forth. 
Grant that we, their daughters and sons, 
 may honor them always 
 with a spirit of profound reverence  
  and loving respect. 
We ask this blessing as always through Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen! 
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The Church Must Make Reparation for its Role in Slavery, Segregation 
by Shannen Dee Williams  

 
 The ever-expanding protests over the epidemic of police violence and systemic 
racism in the United States, manifested most recently in the murders of George 
Floyd, Breonna Taylor and Ahmaud Arbery, have brought our society to another 
monumental crossroad. 
 At the intersection of these enduring crimes against humanity and protesters of 
varying hues and creeds screaming, "Enough is enough," is a global system of anti-
Blackness and violence that has strangled Black communities in the United States and 
across the African Diaspora since the rise of the trans-Atlantic slave trade. That these 
murders and protests have erupted amid a global pandemic that is disproportionately 
killing Black and Brown people only underscores the unchecked ferocity of 
institutionalized systems of white supremacy (privilege) in our society. 
 In recent days, Catholic statements condemning the sin of racism alongside 
some clergy and sisters at #BlackLivesMatter protests across the country and world 
offers hope to those who have long struggled against the plague of white supremacy 
(privilege) within and outside church boundaries. This is especially true for many 
Black Catholics who initiated the fight against racism in the Catholic Church in the 
modern era and Black Catholic women and youth who have been shouting Black 

Lives Matter since the hashtag emerged from three Black women activists in 2013 following George Zimmerman's acquittal 
in the murder of Trayvon Martin. 
 That it has taken so long for the institutional church and many non-Black 
Catholics to embrace the rally cry of #BlackLivesMatter, however, cannot be 
ignored. It must be said, too, that the recent Catholic statements on racism and 
rising protests fall way short when it comes to acknowledging the church's role in 
the contemporary crisis and direct complicity in the sins of anti-Black racism, 
slavery and segregation in the modern era. 
 While Catholic social teaching affirms "the right to life and dignity" of 
every person, the fact remains that the church egregiously violated these 
teachings through its participation in the trans-Atlantic slave trade and imperial 
practices of African slavery and segregation in the Americas, Europe and Africa. 
 In the 15th century, the Catholic Church became the first global institution 
to declare that Black lives did not matter. In a series of papal bulls beginning with 
Pope Nicholas V's Dum Diversas (1452) and including Pope Alexander VI's Inter 
Caetera (1493), the church not only authorized the perpetual enslavement of 
Africans and the seizure of "non-Christian" lands, but morally sanctioned the 
development of the trans-Atlantic slave trade. This trade forcibly transported at least 12.5 million enslaved African men, 
women and children to the Americas and Europe to enrich European and often Catholic coffers. It also caused the deaths of 
tens of millions of Africans and Native Americans over nearly four centuries. 
 In the land area that became the United States, the Catholic Church introduced African slavery in the 16th century long 
before 1619. In fact, at various moments in American history from the colonial era to the U.S. Civil War, the church was the 
largest corporate slaveholder in Florida, Louisiana, Maryland, Kentucky and Missouri. We must also never forget Roger B. 
Taney, the nation's first Catholic Supreme Court Justice and a descendant of prominent Catholic slavers from Maryland, 
infamously declared that Black people "had no rights which the white man was bound to respect," while denying the 
freedom petitions of Dred and Harriet Scott and their two daughters in 1857. 
 In Latin America and the Caribbean, Catholics, including religious orders of men and women, were also the largest 
owners of enslaved people during the colonial era. In Brazil, which received the largest number of enslaved Africans 
imported to the Americas, the Jesuits were at the center of the brutal sugar economy. Like their counterparts in the United 
States, Black Brazilians today, who are mostly Catholic, are fighting systemic racism and one of the highest rates of police 
murder against Black and Brown people in the Americas. 
 Following the abolition of slavery, the Catholic Church stood as the largest Christian practitioner of segregation. In the 
United States, where the history of many Black Catholics predates that of white and ethnic white Catholics by over three 
centuries, the vast majority of Catholic institutions and religious orders of men and women systematically excluded African-
descended people, especially U.S.-born Blacks, from admission solely on the basis of race well into the 20th century. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Statues are part of the Juneteenth 
Memorial Monument, which 
commemorates African Americans' 
emancipation from slavery, at the 
George Washington Carver Museum, 
Cultural and Genealogy Center in 
Austin, Texas. (Wikimedia Commons/
Jennifer Rangubphai)  

Carvings depict a caravan of people being 
taken into slavery at Lake Malawi Museum 
in Mangochi, Malawi. (Wikimedia 
Commons/Tim Cowley)  
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 The historical record is inundated with gut-wrenching examples of Black Catholic faithfulness in the face of unholy 
discrimination and segregation in white Catholic parishes, schools, hospitals, convents, seminaries and neighborhoods. Yet, 
this history is rarely incorporated into dominant narratives of the American Catholic experience. 
 The systematic denial and erasure of Black Catholic history denies the 
fundamental truth that Black history is Catholic history. It is also a part of the 
system of white supremacy that continues to inflict harm on the descendants of 
the enslaved people who literally built this country and the American church and 
those who continue to benefit from the brutal history of colonialism, slavery and 
segregation. 
 In New Year 2020, I outlined a plan of action for Catholic reparation for 
slavery and segregation in Catholic News Service. This included: 
· Making formal apologies for the church's own histories of slavery and 

segregation; 
· Stopping the closings of active African American parishes; 
· Reinvesting in and expanding the Black Catholic educational system; 
· Requiring the teaching of Black and Brown Catholic history in every 

Catholic  school and seminary; 
· Endowing scholarships, fellowships and professorships for Black and Brown scholars at Catholic colleges and 

universities; 
· Broadening formal church leadership to include anti-racist women and members of the laity. 

 I also called upon Catholics to take leading roles in campaigns working to protect Black lives, eliminate racism in the 
health care system, end mass incarceration and bail, and secure police reform and accountability. 

 In the wake of uprisings sweeping the world, the obscenely high unemployment rates in the 
Black community as a result of the pandemic, and the growing use of militarized police forces against 
protesters, additional actions are warranted. I now wonder if Catholic reparation must also include 
creating institutions to help establish more formal connections and foster long-term engagement 
between African American Catholics and African Catholics in Africa. Over the past few years, 
significant numbers of African Americans and other members of the African Diaspora living in the 
West have begun to repatriate to Africa in response to the rise of white supremacist and state violence 
threatening Black communities. 
 The earliest documented roots of the Catholic Church are in Africa. Considering the fact that the 
church is also currently experiencing its greatest rates of growth on the continent, it would be a 
substantial development for major U.S. Catholic universities to follow the lead of Webster University 
in Missouri and begin establishing African American and African-led campuses in Catholic Africa 
with exchange, enrichment and study abroad programs at every level from K-12 to the university and 
the adult laity. 
 While I do not yet foresee a mass Black exodus from the United States, assisting in efforts to 
reconnect Black people to the land of their ancestors and growth in Africa is essential. Moreover, if 
there ever came a time when Black Americans did need to flee for their safety, the church could play a 
leading role. 
 The denial of the dignity and sanctity of Black life is a part of the DNA of this country. It is also 
a foundational sin of the American Catholic Church. Black Catholic history reveals that the church has 
never been an innocent bystander in the history of white supremacy (privilege). If there will ever be a 
chance for true peace and reconciliation, the Catholic Church must finally declare with all of its might 

and resources that ‘Black lives do matter.’ The goal for Black people has never been charity; it is full justice, human rights, 
freedom and the complete dismantling of white supremacy (privilege), beginning with the church. 
 
[Shannen Dee Williams is the Albert Lepage Assistant Professor of History at Villanova University. She is completing her first book, 
Subversive Habits: Black Catholic Nuns in the Long African American Freedom Struggle with Duke University Press. In 2018, she 
received the inaugural Sr. Christine Schenk Award for Young Catholic Leadership from FutureChurch for using history to foster racial 
justice and reconciliation in religious congregations of women.] 

 https://www.ncronline.org/news/opinion/church-must-make-reparation-its-role-slavery-segregation 
(Reprinted from National Catholic Reporter, June 15, 2020 for educational purposes only.) 

Kenya Turner, a 
member of St. Martin 
de Porres Church in 
Louisville, Kentucky, 
joins the "Black 
Catholics Unite: 
Stand For Justice 
March" on June 6. 
(CNS/Courtesy of 
The Record)  

Sunday Mass at Corpus Christi Church, a 
predominantly black parish, in Chicago in 
1942 (Library of Congress)  
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We Lift Up in Prayer Candidates for the Easter Sacraments….. 
 
 All Rites of Baptism, Reception into Full Communion/Confirmation/Communion are postponed until the current 
health crisis has passed.  We look forward to our communal Baptism of Amelia Marie Rojas; Reception into Full 
Communion/Confirmation/Communion of Alissa Lee Leschke, and Karl Jacob Heger, and First Communion of Scarlett 
Suzanne Coyle, Tenley Jolene Doering, Shreya Celine Kuriakose, Austin William Meyer, Tiago* Fernandes Alves Mota, 
Diogo Jorge Trevizan, and Gabriela Victoria Wakeham as soon as possible.  
*We regret that Tiago, his sister Daniela, parents, Roberta and Renato have moved to Florida due to employment change. 
Our prayers go with the Mota Family. 
 

 Also we lift up in prayer our Newly Confirmed Youth Members who were sealed with the Gift of the Holy Spirit on 
February 22: Tyler Davis Eberle, Joel Jenson Kuriakose, Marah Anne McCaffery, Isaiah Waldemar Schneider, and Daniel 
Tyler Warchol!  
 We continue to hold in prayer all these our sisters and brothers together with all believers seeking ‘to live into our 
Baptism’ this Easter and always.  
 Cathy Smith, DFF/PA 
 RCIA Team: Linda Gaura, Mary Ellen Eder, Janet Belton 
 Fr. Augustine 

 
 
 

 Liturgically we are now in the season of Ordinary 
Time.  That doesn’t mean that things get boring, rather it 
means we are in a counting mode.  So today we celebrate 
the 12th Sunday in Ordinary Time.  Right now with 
everything going on in the world, and even in our own 
backyard, it is hard to consider anything as ordinary.   
 Our three readings this Sunday could not be more 
appropriate!  We have Jeremiah struggling with the mission 
he was sent to do for God.  Even the people close to him 
have turned away.  We also have Jesus telling the apostles 
don’t worry about those who may want to kill them for the 
message they proclaim.  These readings do not make a 
person want to stand up and raise a hand to work for the 
mission of Jesus Christ.  However, Jeremiah does realize 
that God is always with him.  This helps to give him solace 
and continue on with his mission.  In Paul’s letter to the 
Romans we are reminded that even if we die, because of 
the sacrifice of Jesus, through the grace of God we are 
forgiven and will be saved.  Lastly, in our Gospel, Jesus 
tells us that we are so important that even the number of 
hairs on our head is known by God.  Also, that we are more 
important than the sparrows that fly, and God knows the 
sparrows’ location and we are more important than the 
birds. 
 So what does all of this mean for us?  We need to 
gather our strength and work for justice so we can attain 
peace.  We need to understand that wrongs of the past can 
no longer be ignored.  We need to teach our family 
members that each person is precious to God, and if one of 
God’s people is hurting, we should all be working to end 
the suffering. 
                                                      Cathy Smith 

Director of Faith Formation/Pastoral Associate 

 From Cathy’s Desk 

Readings for the week of June 21, 2020 
Sunday: Jer 20:10-13/Rom 5:12-15/Mt 10:26-33 
Monday:  2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18/Mt 7:1-5 
Tuesday:  2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36/Mt 7:6, 12-14 
Wednesday: Is 49:1-6/Acts 13:22-26/Lk 1:57-66, 80 
Thursday:  2 Kgs 24:8-17/Mt 7:21-29 
Friday:  2 Kgs 25:1-12/Mt 8:1-4 
Saturday:  Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19/Mt 8:5-17 
Next Sunday:  2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Rom 6:3-4, 8-11/Mt 10:37-42 

 This Faith 
Formation Corner 
allows me to touch 
base with all current and future Faith Formation families.  I 
know you are thinking about the end of the school year for 
your child(ren), getting back to work if you have been out, 
and coming back to Sunday Mass.  I want all of you to 
know that I have been thinking of and praying for all of 
you.  I miss seeing the children and young adults.  Also, I 
want you to know that I am busy thinking about our new 
catechetical year.  With the help of some of our current 
catechists we are figuring out ways of making sure that 
when we can come back we will all be able to stay safe. 
 All of the rooms will hopefully be painted by the end 
of September.  We are rearranging the rooms so we can 
have the students further away from each other.  All of the 
supplies they use will be in individual containers rather 
than having community supplies.  Additionally, we will 
provide each student with a bag to bring their books to and 
from each session. 
 If you have any questions on how we will keep your 
child(ren) safe, please feel free to contact me in the parish 
office.  csmith@stluckbrookfield.org or 262-782-0032 ext 
106. 

~ Cathy Smith 
Director of Faith Formation/Pastoral Associate 

Faith Formation 
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St. Luke Mission Statement 
 We, the people of St. Luke Catholic 
Faith Community, open to the Spirit, 
seek to grow in faith through liturgical   
participation, lifelong Christian 
formation, and social ministries of the 
Church. 
We accept our responsibility as 
Christian Stewards in the sharing of 
our time, talents, and treasure as we 
journey together ‘living into our 
Baptism’. We honor our past, celebrate 
our present, and embrace the future as 
together we build a household of faith  
and a world in which all are welcome. 

Directory 
262-782-0032 
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A Follow Up from last Sunday’s  
Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ 

 

‘This is a time in which all our relationships are being tested’ 
 

 The following homily was given by Cardinal Vincent Nichols of Westminster 
on the Solemnity of Corpus Christi, June  14, 2020, in Westminster Cathedral. 
 These last three months have been a very testing time. Whatever words we 
use: ‘lockdown’, ‘social distancing’, ‘self-isolation’, they all point to pressure on 
our relationships. This is a time in which all our relationships are being tested. In 
some circumstances, we may be seeing too much of each other. For others, it is the 
absence, the impossibility of seeing each other that is so stressful. In both 
situations, we have had to face new challenges and find new ways of sustaining 
each other and our love and friendship; so too with the Lord, Jesus Christ. 
For most people, this has been a time of fashioning new patterns of prayer and 
relationship with the Lord, or, better, recapturing some old treasures. Even so, it 
has been impossible to come into the church, into his sacramental presence, for our 
praise and prayer, for our comfort and consolation. This we feel very keenly on the 
Feast of Corpus Christi. 
 It has also been impossible to receive Him in Holy Communion in the 
celebration of the Mass; such a long Eucharistic fast. For many, this time of 
absence has made our hearts grow in longing. How much do we long to come 
together to receive again the life in Christ of which the Gospel speaks. 
‘Anyone who does eat my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life.’ That person 
‘lives in me and I in him,’ says Jesus. ‘Whoever feeds on me will draw life from 
me,’ he tells us. 
 Tomorrow our churches may open again, for our private, individual prayer. 
Again we can come into this sacramental presence of the Lord, in the sacred space 
of the church. Again we can kneel before him and open our hearts to him, knowing 
his loving gaze and merciful embrace. 
 This is such a moment of grace, not only for us individually but also, I 
believe, for our society. The wide-open doors of a church are a reminder that there 
is more to life than the haste of a busy day and even the loving circle of family or 
friends. They draw us in, so as to remember that all our days are passed in the 
presence of God. To be aware of that presence enriches our lives, restores stability 
in our souls, engenders compassion for those most in need, lifts us up when our 
failure weighs heavily upon our hearts. 
 The Eucharist is the fullness of that presence of the Lord. So we long to 
celebrate Mass again, the gift which is the focus of this great Feast. We long for the 
day on which we can gather together again around the altar and take part, directly 
and physically, in that celebration. Remember the words of St Augustine: ‘See on 
the altar the sacrament of who you are and of what you are to become.’ In the 
Eucharist, then, we learn again what it is to be truly human, what it is that makes us 
great, what it is that gives us hope. We learn again that Jesus is our Way, our Truth, 
and, as he promises so clearly today, our Life. Yes, we have benefited from all the 
advantages of the internet to share in the Mass as best we can. But there is so much 
more. 
 In these days there is much talk of recreating our society in a ‘new normal’. 
No going back to the old ways, we say. Many demonstrating on our streets want 
new ways; an end to an ingrained prejudice against Black members of our society 
which they experience over many years. That is a crucial challenge. New growth 
needs good soil and good roots. The deepest source of our renewal lies in all that is 
given to us in Christ Jesus: the forgiveness of our sins, the witness of a life poured 
out for others, the promise of fidelity unto death, and, yes, into life everlasting. 
 As we celebrate this great Feast, we pray to our loving Father that his 
blessing, given with ultimate power in the death and resurrection of his Son, may 
flow across our society. Today we rejoice that, in the power of the Holy Spirit, the 
Son is forever with us in this most wonderful of all Sacraments, the Sacrament of 
His most Holy Body, and his Most Precious Blood. Amen 
 
(Reprinted from Zenit News Service; Zenit.org. Reprinted for educational purposes only.) 
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HEATING & AIR 
CONDITIONING, INC.

SALES & SERVICE
Furnaces - Air Conditioners - Sheet Metal

547-4803

Complete Plumbing Solutions

David Strigenz 
Owner

262-782-5940

Lic No #249363

ROMAN ELECTRIC 
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

Residential Work

640 S. 70th St.                        414-471-8565

166th and Cleveland Ave., New Berlin, WI

262.784.9540

BUNZEL’S 
OLD FASHIONED MEAT MARKET

Fresh Custom Cut Choice Meats
Party Trays • Catering

Thank You For Supporting A Family Tradition

9015 W. Burleigh            873-7960 
www.bunzelmeats.com

• Complete Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling  
Custom Showers a specialty • Solid Surface Walls & Counter Tops 

Custom Cabinets • Whirlpool Service

Mike Schmitz • Parish Member   
262-796-1522 

17025 W. Rogers Dr., New Berlin, WI 53151
www.etchcoat.com

 

 

Serving the Entire Milwaukee Metro Area 

Efficient Furnaces, Boilers 

 Air Conditioning & Water Heaters 

16935 W. Greenfield Ave.  262-784-6440

citizenbank.bank 
262-363-6500

Armeli’s 
Restaurant & Pizzeria 

16201 W. National Ave.
Dining - Carry Outs - Delivery 

Call us For:  Showers, Baptisms & Funerals

786-6699

10% OFF
w/ coupon (St. Lukes) 

Dine In Only -

Wee•B•Kids
CHILD CARE CENTER & PRESCHOOL
1350 Davidson Road, Brookfield

(located just west of Calhoun & Greenfield)

262-785-9474
• Flexible scheduling - pay only for needed days
• Open 6am-6pm, Monday-Friday

• Transportation available to and from area schools

• Large indoor & outdoor facility

• Certified Preschool Program 

• Exciting Field Trips 

• Lunch and Snacks included 

Receive first week FREE with this ad 
(new enrollment only)

Rent baby gear from BabyQuip
Cribs, high chairs &  
more delivered and  

set up for you.

(414) 892-1158
• CALL FOR RATES •  

• CLEAN, SAFE & INSURED •

Parishioner Special FREE DELIVERY

Pack Light. Travel Happy.

ROGERS 
TREE SERVICE 

& YARD 
CLEAN UP!

Parish Member 

262-227-9991
Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Metropolitan Urology groUp

Innovative, State of the Art Urologic 
Treatment for the Entire Family

Christopher J. Walsh, M.D.

W. Patrick Flanangan, M.D. 
Arman Cicic, D.O.

MAYFAIR 
2600 N. Mayfair Rd., Suite 545, Wauwatosa, WI 

414-476-0430 • www.Gourology.com

Our Auberge Brookfield community supports engages, and encourages 
the whole individual who is living with a memory impairing disease.
We are an all inclusive memory care living community that provides: 
•  24 Hour Nursing - On site 
•  Purpose Driven, Life Enriching Programs 
•  Restaurant Style, Quality Dining 
• Pet Friendly Environment

The Auberge at Brookfield 
1105 Davidson Rd., Brookfield WI 53045 
262-641-9020  |  aubergebrookfield.com

Walk In Tours Are 
Always Welcome!


