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Dear People of St. Luke and Guests, 
 Do you ever wonder about our beliefs, customs and practices when it comes to 
patriotism?  I do.  On July 4th we observed what we call Independence Day – the birth of our 
United States of America.  I consider myself a patriot but a nationalist, I am not. My paper for my Masters in Pastoral Theology from St. 
Francis Seminary (1977) was entitled, “Civil Holidays and Christian Celebration.” In one section of the paper I analyzed several 4th of 
July Liturgies which I had collected from throughout the Archdiocese.  See if you notice something backward in this one ‘Initiation 
Ritual’ beginning a Celebration of Eucharist on July 4th, Independence Day. 
 As the ‘gathering/processional hymn’ America the Beautiful is sung, someone processes carrying a Freedom Torch reminiscent of 
Lady Liberty; once in the midst of the assembly of believers an acolyte takes a light from the Freedom Torch and lights the Easter 
Candle. Does anyone see what’s wrong here? From where does our ultimate freedom come?: The United States of America OR Jesus the 
Christ symbolized in the Easter/Paschal Candle from which we light our Baptismal Candles.  When we stop and think about it we know 
the correct answer and why. I offer this as a lead in to the following article.  Recently, actually for centuries, Patriotism and Nationalism 
have been confused more and more.  Please give some prayerful thought to the danger of this confusion. Many are Nationalism’s 
destructive ramifications in our socio-political life, especially as Catholic Christians. History shows how extreme forms of nationalism 
are related to social ills, such as racism, segregation and even wars. This line from the article is scary, “Radical nationalism is only 
possible if it eliminates diversity.”  Think about it! 
            Happy 4th of July and Peace, Fr. Augustine 
 

Against Religious Nationalism  
Cindy Wooden, Catholic News Service - June 24, 2020  

 Using religion to prop up an exaggerated sense of nationalism perverts healthy patriotism in its attempts to solidify national 
identity by excluding some members of society, said an essay in an influential Jesuit journal. 
 "In some countries, a form of religious-cultural nationalism is back in vogue. Religion is exploited both to obtain popular support 
and to launch a political message that is identified with people's loyalty and devotion to a nation," wrote Jesuit Fr. Joseph Lobo of St. 
Joseph's College in Bangalore, India. Fr. Lobo's essay, "Against Religious Nationalism," was published in La Civilta Cattolica, a Rome-
based Jesuit journal reviewed by the Vatican before publication. 
 ((inserted from Fr. Lobo’s original article  It follows that a liberating deconstruction of nationalism is more necessary than ever. 
Let us be clear: nationalism should never be confused with patriotism. In fact, while the “patriot is proud of his/her country for what it 
does, the nationalist boasts of his/her country, whatever it  does; the former contributes to creating a sense of responsibility, while the 
latter gives rise to the blind arrogance that leads to war.”[2]  
 Pope Francis has spoken about the role of religions in the face of today’s dangers: “Religions therefore have an educational task: 
to help bring out the best in each person.” This is the opposite of “the rigid and fundamentalist reactions on the part of those who, 
through violent words and deeds, seek  to impose extreme and radical attitudes which are furthest from the living God.”[6])) 
 Because in today's globalized world, Fr. Lobo wrote, "there is no geographical entity that can be defined as a 'nation' that has 
within it a single homogeneous identity" religiously, linguistically or ethnically. "Radical nationalism is only possible if it eliminates 
diversity." 
 Such nationalism was at the center of Nazism in Germany, Fr. Lobo said, but inklings of it also can be seen in some sectors of the 
United States. "Even a national sentiment as secular in some ways as that of the United States has cloaked itself in 'religious' guise with a 
kind of divinization of the founding fathers and a narrative centered on the special role and favor given by God to that people," Fr. Lobo 
wrote. "In the period following the Second World War, the exaltation of the American way of life led to the culmination or climax of 
national life, the equivalence of national values and religion, the divinization of national heroes and the transformation of national 
history into 'the history of salvation." 
 Conscious of the fact that religion, including Christianity, has been used in the past to prop up nationalism, Fr. Lobo called for a 
"liberating deconstruction of nationalism" relying on theology and biblical values. 
 While the Bible is filled with stories about God's special relationship with the Jewish people and their favored status as a nation — 
stories that Christian nationalists like to adopt — Fr. Lobo noted there also are explicit criticisms of the way some Jewish kings ruled, 
admonitions to treat others justly and repeated references to how God also created, loved and cared for other peoples as well. 
 But for Christians, Fr. Lobo said, the story of the Good Samaritan is perhaps the clearest expression of how "justice and God's 
love as they are revealed by the Christ event lead to the unequivocal denunciation of all oppression and exploitation of any human being 
in any circumstance." 
 The impact of the parable on Jesus' listeners, Lobo said, "comes from the prominence given to a Samaritan instead of to a 'good' 
Jew. While criticizing the priest and the Levite for their non-liberating religiosity, the parable could have exalted any poor Jew. Why 
does it exalt a Samaritan instead?" 
 Jesus' "new category, that of the 'neighbor,' is an antidote to nationalist self-justification. The neighbor does not coincide with the 
coreligionist and the compatriot," Fr. Lobo wrote. "The love of one's neighbor is really the love of the 'other' in contrast to love of 
oneself or one's fellow' sustained by nationalism," Fr. Lobo said, "because the latter is 'love for me' — a narcissistic self-love, which 
Christianity cannot condone." 
 "The fanaticism of religious-cultural nationalism," Fr. Lobo wrote, is not interested in promoting lasting peace and well-being for 
all people, but works to keep society "divided between 'us' and 'them,'" while creating a false hope "in a future glorious nation that will 
replicate an imaginary golden past."  
 

(Both the article above and the complete article by Fr. Lopo, SJ were originally published in the National Catholic Reporter (NCR). The complete article can 
be accessed at stlukebrookfield.org) 

From the Pastor  
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St. Luke Mission Statement 
 We, the people of St. Luke Catholic 
Faith Community, open to the Spirit, 
seek to grow in faith through liturgical   
participation, lifelong Christian 
formation, and social ministries of the 
Church. 
We accept our responsibility as 
Christian Stewards in the sharing of 
our time, talents, and treasure as we 
journey together ‘living into our 
Baptism’. We honor our past, celebrate 
our present, and embrace the future as 
together we build a household of faith  
and a world in which all are welcome. 

Please remember in prayer Mike Zarling of St. Luke, who has died, 
his wife Kathy, his son, Paul, daughter Trisha (Philip) Janoska, 
grandchildren Ethan and Livy and their family.  
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord.  
R./And let perpetual light shine upon him. 
May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of 
God, rest in peace.  
R./ Amen. 
 

Visitation will be Tuesday, July 7th, 4 – 6:45 PM at the Harder Funeral Home, 
18700 W Capitol Dr, Brookfield, WI . At 7 PM a Liturgy of Christian Burial 
will be celebrated. A Mass celebrating Mike’s well-lived life in Christ will be 
scheduled in the future.   
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In the Gospel today we hear Jesus say: “Come to me, all you who 
labor and are burdened , and I will give you rest.” 
Your gift to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul has helped our St. 
Luke Conference bring peace to our neighbors who are 

overwhelmed with life’s burdens during these uncertain times.  

Staying Connected 
Please join together in prayer.                                                                                                                                
Live streaming at stlukebrookfield.org. 14th Sunday of Ordinal Time (7-5-20) 
Video available for viewing at 8AM or anytime after.) Palm Sunday–13th 
Sunday of Ordinal Time; handbell and choir videos can be found at ‘Videos - 
Staying Connected’ tab on the website. Please check ‘Resources and Links’ for 
prayer and formation materials. Sunday Mass 11:00 AM at stjohncathedral.org. 
and FOX 6. Streamed/recorded Masses available at 9 a.m., Sunday mornings, 
on Radio 920 AM, W.O.L.F., and on broadcast television on WVTV, My24 at 7 
a.m., and 9 a.m., and on WITI Fox 6, at 5:30 a.m.  
 

As to the future: Update and Call to Ministry and Service                                                                  
Our Parish Staff, Pastoral Council and other parishioners are working 
with me on developing the plan for  a safe reopening for  Sunday Mass.                                                                                                    
Before we can settle on a date to reopen for public Masses; COVID-19 
numbers must be on the down slope AND we must be assured of a 
commitment from enough parishioners and friends of St. Luke so we can 
assure health and safety precautions are in place.                                                                   
We will need 6 Ushers/Ministers of Hospitality for each Mass 5, 8, 10:30 and 
at least 5 people to clean/ disinfect after /between each Mass.                                                                                                                     
If you have offered your services, THANKS; if you have not, please consider it. 
However, we do not want anyone who is uncomfortable to feel pressured 
into offering to assist.  The health of everyone is our first concern. Please call 
or email Jane in the par ish office to offer  your  services as cleaner/
disinfector.  Please call or email Shawn to offer services as Ushers/Ministers of 
Hospitality, Lectors, Acolytes, and Cantors. When we receive enough 
commitments we will be able to consider  setting a date for  r eopening.                                                                                                                                                         
In the meantime, as the Body of Christ of St. Luke we continue to connect 
through our  streamed Euchar ist (see information above).  
 

      Fr. Augustine 

Happy 4th of July! 
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HEATING & AIR 
CONDITIONING, INC.

SALES & SERVICE
Furnaces - Air Conditioners - Sheet Metal

547-4803

Complete Plumbing Solutions

David Strigenz 
Owner

262-782-5940

Lic No #249363

ROMAN ELECTRIC 
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

Residential Work

640 S. 70th St.                        414-471-8565

166th and Cleveland Ave., New Berlin, WI

262.784.9540

BUNZEL’S 
OLD FASHIONED MEAT MARKET

Fresh Custom Cut Choice Meats
Party Trays • Catering

Thank You For Supporting A Family Tradition

9015 W. Burleigh            873-7960 
www.bunzelmeats.com

• Complete Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling  
Custom Showers a specialty • Solid Surface Walls & Counter Tops 

Custom Cabinets • Whirlpool Service

Mike Schmitz • Parish Member   
262-796-1522 

17025 W. Rogers Dr., New Berlin, WI 53151
www.etchcoat.com

 

 

Serving the Entire Milwaukee Metro Area 

Efficient Furnaces, Boilers 

 Air Conditioning & Water Heaters 

16935 W. Greenfield Ave.  262-784-6440

citizenbank.bank 
262-363-6500

Armeli’s 
Restaurant & Pizzeria 

16201 W. National Ave.
Dining - Carry Outs - Delivery 

Call us For:  Showers, Baptisms & Funerals

786-6699

10% OFF
w/ coupon (St. Lukes) 

Dine In Only -

Wee•B•Kids
CHILD CARE CENTER & PRESCHOOL
1350 Davidson Road, Brookfield

(located just west of Calhoun & Greenfield)

262-785-9474
• Flexible scheduling - pay only for needed days
• Open 6am-6pm, Monday-Friday

• Transportation available to and from area schools

• Large indoor & outdoor facility

• Certified Preschool Program 

• Exciting Field Trips 

• Lunch and Snacks included 

Receive first week FREE with this ad 
(new enrollment only)

Rent baby gear from BabyQuip
Cribs, high chairs &  
more delivered and  

set up for you.

(414) 892-1158
• CALL FOR RATES •  

• CLEAN, SAFE & INSURED •

Parishioner Special FREE DELIVERY

Pack Light. Travel Happy.

ROGERS 
TREE SERVICE 

& YARD 
CLEAN UP!

Parish Member 

262-227-9991
Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Metropolitan Urology groUp

Innovative, State of the Art Urologic 
Treatment for the Entire Family

Christopher J. Walsh, M.D.

W. Patrick Flanangan, M.D. 
Arman Cicic, D.O.

MAYFAIR 
2600 N. Mayfair Rd., Suite 545, Wauwatosa, WI 

414-476-0430 • www.Gourology.com

Our Auberge Brookfield community supports engages, and encourages 
the whole individual who is living with a memory impairing disease.
We are an all inclusive memory care living community that provides: 
•  24 Hour Nursing - On site 
•  Purpose Driven, Life Enriching Programs 
•  Restaurant Style, Quality Dining 
• Pet Friendly Environment

The Auberge at Brookfield 
1105 Davidson Rd., Brookfield WI 53045 
262-641-9020  |  aubergebrookfield.com

Walk In Tours Are 
Always Welcome!


