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Dear People of St. Luke and Guests, 
 Greetings of Peace! 
 Is this what ‘Limbo’ feels like? Since we have yet to reopen for ‘in person 
communal Masses’ we are somewhere in the middle.  I find myself certainly wanting to resume our communal celebrations 
of Eucharist (Mass) but also reluctant, even frightened, by the prospects of gathering in a large group during these COVID-
19 times, especially with the relapse hitting many states and it’s not even the projected second wave of the virus. 
 We are all too well aware that we are in the midst of two serious pandemics: COVID-19 and Discrimination and 
Racism. Below is an editorial regarding returning to Mass. We pray for all infected with and affected by COVID-19 and all 
experiencing the deadly effects of subtle and overt discrimination, segregation and racism.    Fr. Augustine 

Editorial: Let's be cautious about going back to church by NCR Editorial Staff 
 An informal poll around NCR's virtual newsroom found that, as of the beginning of July, only a small number of our 
staffers had returned to in-person Mass. Perhaps we are a cautious bunch. Or, more likely, our jobs require us to regularly 
read the news — and the news about the coronavirus is still terrifying. 
 As this issue goes to press, the number of new COVID-19 cases in the United States has 
gone up 80% in the past two weeks, according to a New York Times database. Florida, Texas, 
Arizona and California are the new hotspots, but even the Midwest is seeing a rising number 
of cases — and not just because of increased testing, as the Trump administration's messaging 
says. Countries in the European Union are reopening their borders to travelers from countries 
where the pandemic has been brought sufficiently under control. That does not include the 
United States. 
 Meanwhile, the nation's top infectious disease expert, Jesuit-educated Dr. Anthony 
Fauci, testified before the U.S. Senate June 30, warning that "we're going in the wrong 
direction" in addressing the coronavirus. With a record-breaking average of more than 40,000 
new cases per day June 24 to June 29, Fauci estimated that the U.S. could face rates of 
100,000 cases per day — especially if more care is not paid to guidelines on re-opening. 
 In the midst of all this, some parishioners are returning to their churches for Mass. They 
make reservations, wear masks, have their temperature checked at the door, sit in cordoned-off pews, refrain from singing 
and exchanging the sign of peace, follow masking tape arrows on the floor to stay socially distanced from others in the 
Communion line, and liberally apply hand sanitizer before receiving the host. 
 It is a very different experience than a pre-coronavirus liturgy: "not the old normal," as described by Fr. Ralph 
Sommer, pastor of St. Bernard's Parish in Levittown, New York, which opened their large school gym for Mass as of 
Father's Day, June 21. But many Catholics are happy to have the opportunity to worship together and receive Eucharist in 
person. In the past weeks, NCR has profiled a number of parishes as they have reopened, including in Appalachia, Los 
Angeles, Camden, New Jersey, and south suburban Chicago. Pastors and parish officials reported that those who returned 
were hungry. "They missed it," said Fr. Tom Burke, pastor of the newly formed St. Mary Magdalene Parish in Pittsburgh. "It 
was like they were receiving their first holy Communion all over again." 
 Parish staff and volunteers are working hard to prepare the facilities and the Mass-goers for safe, socially distanced 
liturgies, following diocesan or archdiocesan guidelines, as well as state ones. But some expressed concern about elderly or 
other at-risk parishioners taking unnecessary risks, especially as cases continue to rise. As experts learn more about the virus 
and how it spreads, there is evidence that indoor gatherings of medium- to large-sized groups are more dangerous than most 
outdoor activities. Dr. Ngozi Ezike, director of Illinois' Department of Public Health, created her personal list of do's and 
don'ts for when she will feel safe doing a variety of activities. Going to church? Not for "a year or more," she told the 
Chicago Sun-Times. 
 Throughout the lockdown, so-called religious liberty advocates have complained that 
churches were being unfairly singled out for closure, when stores or even nail salons were re-
opening. But spending an hour inside a church with dozens of other people is not the same as 
popping into a store for five minutes to pick up milk. 
 Yes, weekly liturgy is an essential part of our faith — and, let's be honest, most parishes 
were already struggling financially before the pandemic. So we understand the desire to "get back 
to normal." But a risk-control manager from an insurance company for churches told NCR he 
advises parishes to plan to continue virtual Masses, particularly for those most vulnerable to the 
virus. 
 Sadly, thanks in large part to lack of leadership from the federal government, the U.S. is 
now facing what most believe is not the dreaded "second wave" of the virus, but rather a 
continuation of the first wave, which is now spreading from urban centers in the Northeast to 
more rural areas in the Midwest and South. 
 States that opened up too quickly — few followed the Trump administration's own guidelines — are now having to 
backtrack. It's possible that churches will once again have to close, too. If staying home from Mass means saving lives, then 
it's the right thing to do. 

Published on National Catholic Reporter (https://www.ncronline.org)  July 2, 2020 

From the Pastor  

A hand-sanitizing station is seen 
at the entrance to the sanctuary of 
St. Louis Church in Batesville, 
Indiana, May 23, with some pews 
taped off to create social 
distancing. (CNS/Katie Rutter) 

Fr. Michal Sajnog of Our 
Lady of the Wayside Parish in 
Chaptico, Maryland, gives 
Communion to a woman on 
Pentecost Sunday May 31. 
(CNS/Catholic Standard/Andrew Biraj) 
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St. Luke Mission Statement 
 We, the people of St. Luke Catholic 
Faith Community, open to the Spirit, 
seek to grow in faith through liturgical   
participation, lifelong Christian 
formation, and social ministries of the 
Church. 
We accept our responsibility as 
Christian Stewards in the sharing of 
our time, talents, and treasure as we 
journey together ‘living into our 
Baptism’. We honor our past, celebrate 
our present, and embrace the future as 
together we build a household of faith  
and a world in which all are welcome. 
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In today’s Gospel, we hear the story of the sower and we know that “ 
some seed fell on rich soil, and produced fruit, a hundred or sixty or 
thirty fold.” 
When you make a donation to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, 

know that it will produce fruit a hundred fold. 

Staying Connected 
Please join together in prayer. 
Live streaming at stlukebrookfield.org. 15th Sunday of Ordinal Time (7-12-
20); Video available for viewing at 8AM or anytime after.) Palm Sunday–14th 
Sunday of Ordinal Time; handbell and choir videos can be found at ‘Videos - 
Staying Connected’ tab on the website. Please check ‘Resources and Links’ for 
prayer and formation materials. Sunday Mass 11:00 AM at stjohncathedral.org. 
and FOX 6. Streamed/recorded Masses available at 9 a.m., Sunday mornings, 
on Radio 920 AM, W.O.L.F., and on broadcast television on WVTV, My24 at 7 
a.m., and 9 a.m., and on WITI Fox 6, at 5:30 a.m.  
As to the future: An Update and Call to Ministry and Service 
Our Parish Staff, Pastoral Council and other parishioners are working 
with me on developing the plan for  a safe r eopening for  Sunday Mass. 
Before we can settle on a date to reopen for public Masses; COVID-19 numbers 
must be on the down slope AND we must be assured of a commitment from 
enough parishioners and friends of St. Luke so we can assure health and safety 
precautions are in place.  
If you have offered your services, THANKS; if you have not, please 
consider it. HOWEVER, we do not want anyone who is uncomfortable to 
feel pressured into offering to assist.  The health of everyone is our first 
concern.   
Please call or email Jane to offer  your  services as cleaner /disinfector .  
Please call or email Shawn to offer  services as Ushers/Ministers of 
Hospitality, Lectors, Acolytes, and Cantors. When we receive enough 
commitments we will be able to consider setting a date for reopening.   
In the meantime, as the Body of Christ of St. Luke we continue to connect 
through our streamed Eucharist (see information above). 
       Fr. Augustine 
P.S. Please see my weekly email for more information. 
 If you don’t receive a weekly Friday email that means we do not have 
your correct email address. 
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HEATING & AIR 
CONDITIONING, INC.

SALES & SERVICE
Furnaces - Air Conditioners - Sheet Metal

547-4803

Complete Plumbing Solutions

David Strigenz 
Owner

262-782-5940

Lic No #249363

ROMAN ELECTRIC 
Plumbing, Heating & Cooling

Residential Work

640 S. 70th St.                        414-471-8565

166th and Cleveland Ave., New Berlin, WI

262.784.9540

BUNZEL’S 
OLD FASHIONED MEAT MARKET

Fresh Custom Cut Choice Meats
Party Trays • Catering

Thank You For Supporting A Family Tradition

9015 W. Burleigh            873-7960 
www.bunzelmeats.com

• Complete Bathroom & Kitchen Remodeling  
Custom Showers a specialty • Solid Surface Walls & Counter Tops 

Custom Cabinets • Whirlpool Service

Mike Schmitz • Parish Member   
262-796-1522 

17025 W. Rogers Dr., New Berlin, WI 53151
www.etchcoat.com

 

 

Serving the Entire Milwaukee Metro Area 

Efficient Furnaces, Boilers 

 Air Conditioning & Water Heaters 

16935 W. Greenfield Ave.  262-784-6440

citizenbank.bank 
262-363-6500

Armeli’s 
Restaurant & Pizzeria 

16201 W. National Ave.
Dining - Carry Outs - Delivery 

Call us For:  Showers, Baptisms & Funerals

786-6699

10% OFF
w/ coupon (St. Lukes) 

Dine In Only -

Wee•B•Kids
CHILD CARE CENTER & PRESCHOOL
1350 Davidson Road, Brookfield

(located just west of Calhoun & Greenfield)

262-785-9474
• Flexible scheduling - pay only for needed days
• Open 6am-6pm, Monday-Friday

• Transportation available to and from area schools

• Large indoor & outdoor facility

• Certified Preschool Program 

• Exciting Field Trips 

• Lunch and Snacks included 

Receive first week FREE with this ad 
(new enrollment only)

Rent baby gear from BabyQuip
Cribs, high chairs &  
more delivered and  

set up for you.

(414) 892-1158
• CALL FOR RATES •  

• CLEAN, SAFE & INSURED •

Parishioner Special FREE DELIVERY

Pack Light. Travel Happy.

ROGERS 
TREE SERVICE 

& YARD 
CLEAN UP!

Parish Member 

262-227-9991
Free Estimates 
Fully Insured

Metropolitan Urology groUp

Innovative, State of the Art Urologic 
Treatment for the Entire Family

Christopher J. Walsh, M.D.

W. Patrick Flanangan, M.D. 
Arman Cicic, D.O.

MAYFAIR 
2600 N. Mayfair Rd., Suite 545, Wauwatosa, WI 

414-476-0430 • www.Gourology.com

Our Auberge Brookfield community supports engages, and encourages 
the whole individual who is living with a memory impairing disease.
We are an all inclusive memory care living community that provides: 
•  24 Hour Nursing - On site 
•  Purpose Driven, Life Enriching Programs 
•  Restaurant Style, Quality Dining 
• Pet Friendly Environment

The Auberge at Brookfield 
1105 Davidson Rd., Brookfield WI 53045 
262-641-9020  |  aubergebrookfield.com

Walk In Tours Are 
Always Welcome!


