


ST. JAMES� ROCKFORD�

St. James Prayer Chain 

  

Would you like prayers for someone who is ill or 

dealing with serious problems? 

  

Call Diane Roman at 815-566-9746 

or email dicanread@aol.com  

to make your prayer requests. 

930 AM Catholic Radio Daily�

EWTN� TV & Internet�

��

St. James Catholic Church website: stjamesrockford.com�

St. James Church email: parishoffice@stjamesrockford.org�

*Follow St. James Catholic Church on Facebook.�

�

MONDAY, April 20: Easter Weekday�

� 8:00 AM� + Frank & Helen Lange (Frances Dugar)�

TUESDAY,April 21: Easter Weekday�

� 8:00 AM� + Amparo Nunez�

WEDNESDAY, April 22: Easter Weekday�

� 8:00 AM� Matthew Trefilek�

THURSDAY, April 23: Easter Weekday�

� 8:00 AM� + Ester Nuyles�

FRIDAY, April 24: Easter Weekday�

� 8:00 AM� The Gillett Family (Frank Gillett)�

SATURDAY, April 25: St. Mark, Evangelist�

� 8:00 AM� + Richard Wilson (Family)�

� 4:00 PM� +Barry & Brian Elmers (Duane & Nancy Elmers)�

SUNDAY, April 26: Third Sunday of Easter�

� 8:30 AM� + Ron Magee (Rosie Magee)�

� 11:15 AM� The People of St. James Parish�

We are always accepting Mass In-

tentions. Please consider having a 

Mass said for your loved ones. Many 

weekday Mass times are available. 

A $10 donation per Mass would be 

greatly appreciated. For information 

please call the parish office at 815-962-1214. 

For your convenience the Diocese 

has created an online giving site 

for St. James Parish. To donate to 

St. James online go to� https://

www.rockforddiocese.org/parish�

support/. You can make a Quick Gift and select St. James 

Rockford. We very much appreciate your continued sup-

port of St. James Parish. �

Please keep the following parishioners and their caregivers in 

your thoughts and prayers as they cope with their illnesses:�

�

�

� Dick Warner�� � � � Michael Smith�

� John Smith� � � � � Loretta Reif� � � �

� Marsha Newburg� � � Ricky Lind�

� Camryn Guinta� � � � John Zuba�

� Lucille Jens� � � � � Rolleen Cerio�

� Dick Fleming� � � � Joseph Castiglioni�

� Ruth Szleszinski� � � � Anne Guagliardo�

� Justus Nicaloa� � � � Mary Ann Dion� �

� Marcia Chiodini� � � � Dolores Cascio�

� James Macdonough� � � Gregory Hartman�

� Dorothy Canode� � � � Sharon Enna�

� Michael Serrano�� � � John Barton�

� Paula Scwitters � � � � Joan Sprague �

� Don Sawyer �

� � � � � � � � � �

May they keep their faith in getting stronger every day.�

Call the parish office 815�962�1214 to add or remove a name.�

If you or someone you know has had an abor-

tion, “be assured that it is never too late to seek 

God's forgiveness in the Sacrament of Reconcili-

ation.”* Additionally, other confidential, compas-

sionate help is also available. Select “Find Help” 

from the menu on www.hopeafterabortion.org to 

find the diocesan Project Rachel Ministry near 

you.    USCCB Secretariat of Pro�Life Activities *“Bridges of Mercy for Healing 

after Abortion” �

To My St. James Parishioners, 

 

On April 9, 2020 our bishop, Most 

Reverend David J. Malloy, wrote a 

letter to all priests and parishioners 

of the diocese extending the dispen-

sation from the obligation of attending Sunday Mass-

es indefinitely until such time as circumstances allow 

for the lifting of the suspension of public Masses. 

Watching the daily news and briefings from the gov-

ernment leaders and experts, we notice some glim-

mers of hope. The virus seems to be slowing down, 

number of cases and loss of lives in some areas are de-

escalating. Some states are ready to lift the lockdown 

orders. We just have to be patient, follow both the 

state and federal suggestions and pray that slowly we 

return to normal. 

     God Bless You. 

     Fr. Jacobs 

A Prayer from the USCCB Website�

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and Mother of the 

Americas. We fly to you today as your beloved children. We ask you 

to intercede for us with your Son, as you did at the wedding in Cana.�

Pray for us, loving Mother, and gain for our na%on and world, and 

for all our families and loved ones, the protec%on of your holy an-

gels, that we may be spared the worst of this illness.�

For those already afflicted, we ask you to obtain the grace of healing 

and deliverance. Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and 

fearful, wipe away their tears and help them to trust.�

In this %me of trial and tes%ng, teach all of us in the Church to love 

one another and to be pa%ent and kind. Help us to bring the peace 

of Jesus to our land and to our hearts.�

We come to you with confidence, knowing that you truly are our 

compassionate mother, health of the sick and cause of our joy.�

Shelter us under the mantle of your protec%on, keep us in the em-

brace of your arms, help us always to know the love of your Son, 

Jesus. Amen.�



SUNDAY OF DIVINE MERCY� April 19, 2020�

Dear Parishioners, 

 

  On this Second Sunday of Easter, Jesus 

suddenly appeared in the midst of the apostles 

at the upper room unrestrained by locked 

doors and greeted them with, “Peace be to 

you.” Their fear was transformed into great 

joy and assured them of His identity by show-

ing them His hands and His side.  

 After wishing the disciples with the Easter Shalom—Peace, 

then the Risen Lord commissions them just as His Father has 

sent Him so He sends them to preach the Good News to all the 

world. They are to be His feet and hands to continue the work 

He had started. 

 Jesus also conveyed on them the gift of the Holy Spirit, 

which is the initial outcome of His passion, death and resurrec-

tion. With the coming of the Holy Spirit on the disciples, its as if 

they were awaken from their sleep and above all, from dead to 

life. 

 In this post resurrection of Jesus with His disciples He also 

bestowed on them the power to forgive sins as part of their mis-

sion. Once they received all the necessary powers they needed, 

they’ll proceed with their mission and Christianity will spread like 

a wild fire to the different parts of the world. This is not just 

because of the early disciples but God is behind the surge and the 

Risen Lord is the source of their mission. 

 The gift of peace, divine sending, the presence of the Holy 

Spirit and the power to forgive sins is given to the Church. What 

the early disciples did is being continued by all the members of 

the Church according to the gift given to each member either by 

ordination or by Baptism. 

      God Bless You. 

      Fr. Jacobs 

Origin of Divine Mercy Sunday, the Divine Mercy �

Image and Chaplet  (usccb.org)�

�

Saint Faustina: Mankind’s need for the message of Divine Mercy took 

on dire urgency in the 20th Century, when civilization began to experi-

ence an “eclipse of the sense of God” and, therefore to lose the under-

standing of the sanctity and inherent dignity of human life. In the 1930s, 

Jesus chose a humble Polish nun, St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, to re-

ceive private revelations concerning Divine Mercy that were recorded in 

her Diary. St. John Paul II explains:�

�

This was precisely the time when those ideologies of evil, nazism and 

communism, were taking shape. Sister Faustina became the herald of 

the one message capable of off�setting the evil of those ideologies, that 

fact that God is mercy�the truth of the merciful Christ. And for this 

reason, when I was called to the See of Peter, I felt impelled to pass on 

those experiences of a fellow Pole that deserve a place in the treasury of 

the universal Church.�

��� ~ Pope Saint John Paul II, Memory and Identity (2005)�

�

Divine Mercy Sunday: St. Faustina’s Diary records 14 occasions when 

Jesus requested that a Feast of Mercy (Divine Mercy Sunday) be ob-

served, for example:�

�

My daughter, tell the whole world about My inconceivable mercy. I 

desire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and 

especially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender 

mercy are open. I pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls 

who approach the Fount of My mercy. The soul that will go to Confes-

sion and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of 

sins and punishment. … Let no soul fear to draw near to Me. … It is My 

desire that it be solemnly celebrated on the first Sunday after Easter. 

Mankind will not have peace until it turns to the Fount of My Mer-

cy.�(Diary, no. 699)�

�

On May 5, 2000, five days after the canonization of St. Faustina, the 

Vatican decreed that the Second Sunday of Easter would henceforth be 

known as Divine Mercy Sunday.�

�

The Image:� Jesus appeared to St. Faustina in a vision, with his right 

hand raised in a blessing and his left touching his garment above his 

heart. Red and white rays emanate from his heart, symbolizing the blood 

and water that was poured out for our salvation and our sanctification. 

The Lord requested that “Jesus, I trust in You” be inscribed under his 

image. Jesus asked that his image be painted and venerated throughout 

the world: “I promise that the soul that will venerate this image will not 

perish” (Diary, no. 48) and “By means of this image I will grant many 

graces to souls” (Diary, no. 742).�

�

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy: The Chaplet was also given to St. 

Faustina with this promise: “Encourage souls to say the chaplet which I 

have given you” (Diary, no. 1541). “Whoever will recite it will receive 

great mercy at the hour of death. … Even if there were a sinner most 

hardened, if he were to recite this chaplet only once, he would receive 

grace from My infinite mercy. I desire that the whole world know My 

infinite mercy” (Diary, no. 687). �

How To Pray the Chaplet of Divine Mercy (usccb.org)�

�

Optional Opening Prayers:�

You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for souls,�

and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole world. O Fount of 

Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, envelop the whole world and 

empty Yourself out upon us.�

�

(Repeat 3 times) O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the 

Heart of Jesus as a fountain of Mercy for us, I trust in You!�

�

Our Father, Hail Mary and the Apostle's Creed�

�

For each of the five decades�(On each “Our Father” bead of the 

rosary, pray)�

�

Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity 

of Your Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement 

for our sins and those of the whole world.�

�

(On each of the 10 “Hail Mary” beads, pray)�

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on 

the whole world.�

�

Concluding prayer�(Repeat 3 times)�

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on 

us and on the whole world.�

�

Optional Closing Prayer�

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of com-

passion inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase Your mer-

cy in us, that in difficult moments we might not despair nor be-

come despondent, but with great confidence submit ourselves to 

Your holy will, which is Love and Mercy itself. �
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Raphael Bigby
Funeral Director

Tom, Chris & Dennis Goble 
Copier - Printer Sales & Service 

Rockford • 815-397-0660

965-6341 
313 East State St. • Rockford, IL 61104

Mark Buckner

1618 Magnolia St., Rockford, IL • 815-965-9494 
mark@rockfordheating.com 
www.rockfordheating.com

815.298.8020815.298.8020

$200 OFF 
Select Units

815.298.8020
Forced Air Furnaces • Air Conditioner • Boilders 

Garage Heaters • Air Cleaners • Humidifiers 
Home Generators • GPS Cold Plasma Air

www.allenheatcool.com

1414 9th St. | 815-965-7498

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR
Honest Work at Fair Prices

Cynthia M. Sachs, D.D.S. 
2841 Glenwood Ave. • Rockford, IL 

(815) 963-1731 
DrSachsOffice@gmail.com 

Sachsdental.net

Northern Illinois
Optical Co Inc.

Family owned and operated since 1949
121 N. Madison St.
Rockford, IL 61107

815-963-3454 
www.northernillinoisoptical.com

Fresh Eggs, Honey, Fruits, Vegetables, 
Angus Beef, Pork, Lamb & Poultry, 

CSA’s Available

Ken & Barb Frampton  
9710 Telegraph Rd. 815-964-8552
Winnebago, IL 61088 framptondvm@aol.com

(815) 964-1281- Club Line
“Hall Rental Facilities for Every Occasion”

775 N. Madison Street • Rockford, IL 61107
COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Heating • Air Conditioning • Refrigeration

815-968-9237

815-633-1500
9572 Forest Hills Road 
Loves Park, IL 61111 

Contact Jim Braun to place an ad today! 
jbraun@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2446

Timothy F. Horning 
Attorney at Law 
Parish Member

Meyer & Horning P.C.
3400 N. Rocton Ave., Rockford, IL, 61103 

(815) 636-9300   thmeyerhorning@aol.com

 
215 N. Sixth Street, Rockford, IL 61107

 Phone: 1-815-962-7743
 www.sundbergfh.com

ROGER’S CONCRETE 
815-329-6941 
815-319-5031 

Patios & Sidewalks

Pete Chemello 
(815) 633-2180

AFTER HOURS:  
(815) 222-7443
6309 Material Ave 

Loves Park, IL

SALES & SERVICE • SCOOTER REPAIR 
ATV REPAIR • MOTORCYCLE REPAIR • SMALL ENGINE REPAIR

Cycle Cycle 
    Sport    Sport

PETE’S
PETE’S

• Auto Glass All Makes & Models 

• Residential/Commercial Windows 

• Shower Doors & Mirrors 

• Windshield Repair

Vito Bertolino       (815) 397-0694
www.cityautoglassrockford.com

Free Estimates | Pick-Up & Delivery 
2516-2520 Broadway

 

Main: 815-395-8244 | Cell: 815-509-2301 
E-Mail: KenzRoof@aol.com 

1555 New Milford School Rd. • Rockford, IL 61109

301 N. Madison St.  

(815) 965-0515

City BodyCity Body  ShopShop
COLLISION REPAIR SPECIALISTS

3779 N. Alpine Rd, Rockford, IL 61114


