January 9, 2022 The Baptism of the Lord
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“I am baptizing you with water, but one mightier
than | is coming. | am not worthy to loosen the

thongs of his sandals. He will baptize you with f
the Holy Spirit and fire.” Lk 3 16bc %
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223 E. Front Avenue | Stockton, IL 61085 | 815 947 2545
EUCHARIST
Come experience God’s love & PARISH EMAIL
mercy. holycross096(@yahoo.com
SAT 3:30 pm RELIGIOUS EDUCATION EMAIL
SUN 9:30-9:50 am holycrossre@yahoo.com
WEB holycross.weconnect.com
Preschool-7th grade FAX 815-947-3705
SUN 8:50-9:50 am (Sept-April) ~ Find us on FACEBOOK!
OFFICE HOURS Youth Group 8th-12th grade RECTORY 815-947-2751

Meets monthly




Formed by God’s Word
“I treasure your word in my heart, so that I
may not sin against you. I will delight in your

statutes; I will not forget your word.” (Psalm
119:15-16)

The Bible is primarily a book not of
information but of formation, not merely a
book to be analyzed, scrutinized and discussed
but a sacred book to nurture us, to unify our
hearts and minds and to serve as a constant
source of contemplation. It is important to
guard against the temptation to read the Bible
programmatically as a book full of good stories
and telling illustrations that can help us with
instant advice, sermons, lectures, papers and
articles. As long as we deal with the Word of
God as an instrument with which we can do
many useful things, we don’t really read the
Bible. The Bible does not speak to us as long
as we want only to use it. But when we are
willing to hear the Word as a word for us,
sacred scripture can disclose itself, and its
message can penetrate into the center of our
hearts. This is far from easy, because it
requires openness and the constant willingness
to be converted, and to be led to places where
we would rather not go (John 21:18).

Jesus, help me be more faithful to my daily
scripture reading. Today I will...

"GOD IS
LOVE.
WHOEVER
LIVES IN
LOVE LIVES

Returning to God, Henri
J.M. Nouwen

IN GOD

AND GOD

IN HIM." -

Confirmation Preparation Classes
11:00-12:00 in the Parish Hall
January 16 & 23

Mass Times & Mass Intentions 01/10/22 to 01/16/22

01-10-22 Monday
9:00 a.m. TEd & tRita Holland

01-11-22 Tuesday
7:00 a.m. FCarol Elliott

01-13-22 Thursday St. Hilary
8:30 a.m. Rosary
9:00 a.m. fShirley Boyer
9:30 a.m. Adoration until 10:30 a.m.

01-14-22 Friday
7:00 a.m. TWilfred Wulfekuhle

01-15-22 Saturday
4:30 p.m. All members of the Holland &
Borsdorf families

01-16-22 Sunday 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. fLisa Vanderheyden
10:00 a.m. TNorb Mlott
5:00 p.m. fCathy Broshous

The Sanctuary Candle is burning for the
parishioners of Holy Cross

Greg Althof, Robin Broshous, Rita Brown,

. Scrip cards make great gifts!
' wl“n[l Orders received Monday will
be here the following Monday
for pick up. It also helps our parish as a portion of the
card money comes back to Holy Cross. Please contact
Connie Larson in the office for more information.
Thank you for supporting our parish Scrip Program.
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PRAYER REQUESTS
May they be touched by the healing hand of the Lord

- and be restored soon to the full and active life of their :

families and our community. ]
Chris & Jim -
Eastwood, Betty Finnegan, Jack Finnegan, Matthew -
Foltz, Gary Griebel, Janet Groezinger, Paul Heller, Bill
Homb, Shawn Homb, llene Lamm, Kit Leitzen, Rita

- Magee, Mark Puls, Yvonne Raether, Jerome Rakowska,

Rosemary Schultz, Don Schwartz, Ed Vondra, Eunice
Vondra, Carl White, Janice Wright,  Jeff Wright

-
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PARISH SUPPORT ~ December 19 & 26, 2021
Sunday Offering: $2991 & $2163
Christmas Offering: $11,921

Your generosity enables us to continue the
work Jesus began.




FIRST READING
Then the glory of the LORD shall be
revealed,
and all people shall see it together;
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.
(40:5)

——

PSALM
O bless the Lord, my soul. (Ps 104)

T

SECOND READING
He saved us through the bath of rebirth
and renewal by the Holy Spirit. (Ti 3:5)

i

GOSPEL
After all the people had been baptized
and Jesus also had been baptized and
was praying,
heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit
descended upon him
in bodily form like a dove. (Lk 3:22)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001,
1998, 1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.
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WORSHIP & MEDITATION
e

GOD
CLAIMS US

AS HIS OWN

GOSPEL MEDITATION
Encourage Deeper Understanding of Scripture

“We are called to live our baptism every day, as new creatures, clothed in Christ."”
— Pope Francis

What reference point do you use when making decisions? Many times, impulse
takes control and decisions are made based solely on emotion and desire. We all
know that these types of decisions can often get us into trouble. When a person has
a confident sense of who they are and a real understanding of what is important
and of value, the likelihood of kneejerk impulsive choices diminishes. Baptism gives
us what we need to make well informed and purposeful decisions. By this simple
gesture, God claims us as His own and provides us with the identity and purpose
we need to properly live life.

It is tremendously reassuring, when we truly embrace this revelation and realize
that we no longer have to wonder about the purpose of our lives or struggle

to find our way. The answer of who we are in God has been given to us. We no
longer have to fumble around, trip over ourselves or walk aimlessly about. Issues
surrounding the sacredness of life, the meaning of death, the protection of those
most vulnerable, care for the weak and the poor, offering hospitality to those in
search of a home, the purpose and proper place of work, how to create a just social
order, caring for creation, and understanding our roles as heralds and stewards are
just a few of the wonderful gifts baptism brings. When we make decisions based on
things such as these core Gospel truths we really act as Christ himself, revealing to
others the new creations that we are. This is how we live our baptism.

It is difficult to walk against the tide, Yet, that is precisely what baptism calls us

to do. Although we are sinners, in need of mercy and far from perfection we are
called to order our life and make decisions based upon the wisdom and guidance
of Almighty God. He alone is the one who can claim us as His sons and daughters.
Standing up for our principles will not make us popular, But who ever said
Christianity is a popularity contest? Baptism calls us to stand up for that which goes
against the grain of secularism. Standing in line with other sinners, we have our
anchor to steady us in the tempests of life and God is very pleased. Forge ahead.
There is nothing to fear.
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JIM GOEBEL
CONSTRUCTION

None Too Big * None Too Small
New Homes ¢ Remodeling
Pole Buildings « Cement Work
By The Hour or By The Job * Free Estimates

815.369.4623

Hartzell®

Open 7 Days A Week!
Mon-Sat

8 am. to 8 p.m.
Sunday
8:30 a.m. to Noon

‘Warren, IL « 745-3311 « www.hartzellsiga.com

www.stocktonservicecenter.net

N

Firestone

Gucestne K

Erwin Zueger & Tony Schubert

S

Your
ONESTOFAUTOSHOP
;'::')t'aa f 985
325 1/2 E. North Ave - Stockton, IL 61085
Phone: (815)947-3477 » Fax: (815)947-2792

stocktonservicecenter@gmail.com

SAUNDERS OIL CO., INC
815/745-2267 + WARREN, IL
Visit Our Convenience Stores

608/776-2877
608/739-3733
608/854-2533
608/965-8918
815/947-2314

DARLINGTON

240 W. Main St., Suite A
. Lena, IL 61048
Nick Raab - (815) 369-4225
Raders Insurance Agency F: (815) 369-2059
Licensed Insurance Producer  raabnick @gmail.com
www.radersinsurance.com

MUSCODA
HAZEL GREEN
SHULLSBURG
STOCKTON

ADT-Monitored Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection From a Ma

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS!

@

Authorized

Provider | SOfeStreets

ADT

me Yiou Can Trust

#® Flood Detection
Carban Moneoide

Qver 20 Years Experience
Electrical Contracting

BRUNNER ELECTRIC
Quality Work Guaranteed

(815) 232-6293

Tom Brunner « 275-6307 Cell
680 N. Greenfield Drive » Freeport

Mick & Patty Arand ¢ Parishioners

Stockton | Galena | Lena
815-947-9100 | 815-777-4322 | 815-369-4500

Stagecoach BP & Subway: sYsJ?:srmo

Local Bankers... Making Local Decisions..
Meeting Local Needs

{'3‘_ ) A]?ﬁ% River

STATE BANK

L _ R & 7|
Seie  AppleRiverStateBank com =

nurseryg garden center, inc
S S L S D>
."@ 00 AT )
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Paul & Deborah Fritz
fritzfloralandgarden.com
815-947-2294
11385 Rt. 20  Stockton, IL

BANK OF GALENA

22 ILLINOIS

' BANK & TRUST

971 Gear Street, Galena * 815.777.0663
400 S. Main Street, Galena * 815.777.9202
151 N. Main Sreet, Elizabeth « 815.858.2221
11655 US 20 E., Stockton * 815.947.2000

www.lllinoisBank.com T

Great Things Happen! ™

%&6/44(/ SYwee
OF STOCKTON

5 STAR QUALITY MEASURES
SKILLED NURSING CENTER

AUTOMOT.I VE

PLUMBING..

Stockton, Illinois

Residential - Commercial
Agriculture

815-745-2613

molitorplumbing.com

STOCKTON, IL

StockTon, IL « (815) 947-3331
WWW.BARKAUTOMOTIVE.COM

S
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REALTY

(815) 947-9040

www.sullivanrealty.com

518 Sulliv

ADVERTISE HERE NOW!

Contact Jeff Hansen
to place an ad today!
jhansen@4LPi.com
or (800) 950-9952 x2683

“ HAVE YOU BEND LATELY? "
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Savant Capital Management
Independent Fee-only Wealth Management Firm
Providing investments, financial planning, tax,
private trust, and retirement plans to individuals,
families, non-profits, and companies since 1986.

ol
T
3500 E. Center Rd., Stockton
(815) 858.3939 Wendy M. Blair
www.woodbinebend.com CFP®, ChFC®, AIF®

§15.207.0400 | savantcapitalcom = SAVANT

BUILDING IDEAL FUTURES

New Homes - Remodeling
815-238-2498
819-238-6693

Johnson Oil Company
Express Lane ¢ Gas & Food Marts
Shell Stations in Stockton

FREE

AD DESIGN
WITH PURCHASE

OF THIS SPACE

WRENER'S
BUSINESS PRODUCTS
815-232-6171
TOLL FREE 888-232-6171

www.wagnersbp.com

O CALL
800.950.9952

Avon Locker

Processing * Meats * Cheese
"ATERING

- X
- ) Established 1947

12026 Hwy. 23  Darlington, WI 53530
(608) 776

Roch Richie - owner | Mike Erickson - Retail Mgr.

Stockton
410 Auto Body

Complete Collision Repair

111 East North Avenue
Stockton, IL 61085
(815) 947-3816 | stknautobody@gmail.com

1065 5th Ave

A
ELECTRIC Monroe, WI
608.325.1114
Inc,
L]
JO DAVIESS MUTUAL ey
INSURANCE CO ELECTRICAL CONTRACTING
Insuring Homes & Farms Since 1887 Residential * Commercial * Farm

(815) 777-2111
101 Exchange St, Ste 201+ Galena

CONIractor.com
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For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

Stay connected to our faith community no matter where you are
by signing up to get our bulletin delivered straight to your email!

www.ParishesOnline.com

Holy Cross, Stockton, IL A 4C 01-1312



