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Divine Mercy Sunday  

April 19, 2020 



We welcome our devoted 
parishioners, neighbors who come so 

regularly, our downtown working 
people, Saint Louisans of all faiths 

and our many visitors from all over 
the world.  

Serving you in this beautiful 
Old Cathedral is a privilege. 

 

Father  Nicholas Smith  
Rector 

Director, Office of Sacred Worship 
Instructor, Kenrick -Glennon Seminary  

 
Father Charles Samson 

In Residence  
Faculty, Kenrick -Glennon Seminary  

 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Saturday Evening)  
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12 NOON,  
and 5:00 PM 

 
 

Dai ly  Masses  
Monday through Friday   
7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
SATURDAY– 7:00 AM 

 

 

Basilica of Saint Louis, King  

(popularly known as the Old Cathedral) 
 

209 Walnut Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

Phone: 314.231.3250 
Email: oldcathedral@att.net 

Website: www.oldcathedralstl.org 

 

 
Confess ions  

Daily, 11:30 AM—12:00 PM 
Saturdays, 4:30 PM—5:15 PM 

 
Marriage 

Please arrange at least six months in 
advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date or for more   
information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314.231.3250. 

 
Devot ions 

Perpetual Help Devotions:  
Tuesdays, 12:00 PM 

 

 

Sunday April 19 
8:00 AM Parish Family   
9:00 AM Dennis DeMere 
    (Live Streamed) 
 
Monday April 20 
7:00 AM   George M. Dankorsik  
12:10 PM  Fr. Thomas M. Begley  
 
Tuesday April 21 
7:00 AM Sherri Riepma  
12:10 PM Ron Wright  
 
Wednesday April 22 
7:00 AM  Patrick Duggan   
12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  

Thursday April 23 
7:00 AM Joseph E.M. Wondolowski 
12:10 PM Susan Hernandez  
  
Friday April 24 
7:00 AM Pol Hernandez 
12:10 PM Poor Souls in Purgatory  
 
Saturday April 25 
7:00 AM Roy Sapienza  
5:30 PM Poor Souls in Purgatory 
 
Sunday April 26 
8:00 AM Parish Family   
9:00 AM Patrick Duggan  
    (Live Streamed) 

Readings for the week of April 19, 2020 
 

Sunday:  Acts 2:42-47/Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24 [1]/1 Pt 1:3-9/Jn 20:19-31  
Monday:  Acts 4:23-31/Ps 2:1-3, 4-7a, 7b-9 [cf. 11d]/Jn 3:1-8 
Tuesday:  Acts 4:32-37/Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5 [1a]/Jn 3:7b-15 
Wednesday: Acts 5:17-26/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [7a]/Jn 3:16-21 
Thursday:  Acts 5:27-33/Ps 34:2 and 9, 17-18, 19-20 [7a]/Jn 3:31-36 
Friday:  Acts 5:34-42/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [cf. 4abc]/Jn 6:1-15 
Saturday:  1 Pt 5:5b-14/Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17 [2]/Mk 16:15-20 
Next Sunday: Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 [11a]/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35 
 

Observances for the week of April 19, 2020 
 

Sunday:  2nd Sunday of Easter or Divine Mercy Sunday 
Monday:  Easter Weekday 
Tuesday:  St. Anselm, Bishop and Doctor of the Church  
Wednesday: Easter Weekday 
Thursday:  St. George, Martyr; St. Adalbert, Bishop and Martyr 
Friday:  St. Fidelis of Sigmaringen, Priest and Martyr 
Saturday:  St. Mark, Evangelist 
Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Easter 

Weekly Giving  
The Old Cathedral has long been recognized as one of 

the most historic and beautiful churches of its time. 

Our parish is proud of  its more than  240 year history 

as a self-supporting Roman Catholic Parish. Your   

presence, prayer and generous kindness continue to 

make it so.  

The mandate to cancel  all masses until further notice 

will greatly impact  the  necessary revenue for  our 

beautiful Basilica . Your weekly envelope  donations 

can still be made by mail or in  person by check at the 

Old Cathedral rectory or you can set up online  

donations (instructions below).  By uniting as a parish 

community and with continued prayer, we will face  

these  challenging times with faith together.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Basilica of Saint Louis, King  

209 Walnut Avenue  

St. Louis, MO 63102 

 Donating Online  
You can set up a one-time donation or set up 

reoccurring donations. Please follow these 

instructions:  

▪ Go to www.archstl.org  

▪ Click on GIVE in the top right navigation  

▪ Scroll down to Parishes, Schools and 

Agencies and click on LEARN MORE 

below Online Giving Opportunities 

▪ Click on Parishes and on the next screen 

choose Basilica of St. Louis, King of 
France (Old Cathedral) – Offertory 

▪ On the next screen click on Basilica of S. 

Louis, King of France (Old Cathedral) – 
Offertory Sunday Offertory 

▪ On the next screen use the drop-down 

menu to select type of donation and the 

amount you would like to donate. and 

click Add Donation.  

Live Stream Mass and Catechesis  
 

Welcome  all Parishioners and Visitors of The Old Cathedral to our live stream services. During these trying 
times, it is important to maintain spiritual communion with the Lord. We would like to offer you, for this pur-
pose, the opportunity to  attend a live stream Mass and a live stream catechesis. 

 
Live Stream Masses  

Sundays - 9:00 AM  
Live Stream Catechesis  

Every Tuesday and Thursday at 7:30 PM  
 

You can access the live streams through the link on our homepage at: www.oldcathedralstl.org 



   

 

 Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 

 
Today the Church celebrates Divine Mercy Sunday. The central focus is our celebration of the  

resurrection of Christ and the floodgates of God’s mercy being opened upon us, and is based both 
on Scripture and the revelations of Saint Faustina Kowalska.  

 

Peter says in today’s second reading, Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in 
his great mercy gave us a new birth to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 

dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you. 
 

Saint John Paul II, in his canonization of Sister Mary Faustina Kowalska, instituted this day into 
           the Church calendar. In his homily, he said:  

 
“It is important then that we accept the whole message that comes to us from the word of God on this Second Sunday of Easter, which 

from now on throughout the Church will be called ‘Divine Mercy Sunday.’ In the various readings, the liturgy seems to indicate the path of 
mercy which, while re-establishing the relationship of each person with God, also creates new relations of fraternal solidarity among  

human beings. Christ has taught us that “man not only receives and experiences the mercy of God, but is also called ‘to practise mercy' 
towards others: Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy (Mt 5:7)” (Dives in misericordia, n. 14).  

 
That mercy is easily seen in the many healing miracles recalled in the Gospels. In each one, whether physical or spiritual, the power of 

Christ to renew, forgive, and heal bursts into the life of someone and, at times, even turns upside down the very laws of nature.  
 

In today’s Gospel, that specific ministry of forgiveness and mercy is passed to the disciples, when Jesus says, Receive the Holy Spirit. Whose 
sins you forgive are forgiven them. This is Divine Mercy. 

 
When Thomas, broken and distraught at the death of Jesus cannot, or will not, bring himself to accept the Resurrection, Jesus gently 

takes him from obstinate refusal to a moment of faith. He coaxes from Thomas one of the great confessions of faith: My Lord and my God! 
In that moment, Thomas is healed and changed – healed of his grief and pain, changed from doubt to belief. This is Divine Mercy. 

 
Having experienced that same forgiveness and healing in their own lives, the disciples now become carriers of these gifts for all who will 

hear and respond to their preaching. For what they say about the risen Christ is no mere fantasy. They witnessed his death on the cross, 
and now they witness with their very eyes and with the touch of their hands that he is fully alive. Divine Mercy. 

 
The need for those gifts of mercy and healing is as great today as it was in apostolic times, as Saint John Paul II noted. Without it, we are 

lost – still in our sins, unable to be reconciled with God. So as we continue to celebrate the Resurrection, let us each open our hearts to 
those gifts and then commit ourselves to be conduits of them to others. Divine Mercy. 

 
Blessings upon your week.  Stay safe!! 

 
-Father Smith 

Plenary Indulgences 
 

In light of the current pandemic, Archbishop Carlson has decreed that the 
faithful of the Archdiocese of St. Louis may gain plenary indulgences while 
public masses are suspended without actual confession and communion, 
provided that they have inner contrition and the resolution to go to these 
sacraments as soon as possible (cf. Norms for Indulgences, n. 28) following 
the lifting of the current suspension of public masses. 
 
This applies to the indulgence attached to the feast of Divine Mercy, and all 
other plenary indulgences, for as long as public masses are suspended.  
The faithful who cannot pray before the Blessed Sacrament on Divine Mercy 
Sunday can remember that they, like all the faithful, can gain a plenary 
indulgence by praying the Divine Mercy Chaplet to "implore from Almighty 
God the end of the epidemic, relief for those who are afflicted and eternal 
salvation for those whom the Lord has called to Himself" (Decree of the 
Apostolic Penitentiary March 20, 2020).  
 
As a reminder, in order to obtain a plenary indulgence, the faithful must, in 
addition to being in a state of grace: 
▪ have the interior disposition of complete detachment from sin, even 

venial sin; 
▪ have sacramentally confessed their sins; 
▪ receive the Holy Eucharist; 
▪ pray for the intentions of the Supreme Pontiff. 

 
 
 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

While we are unable to receive the Blessed Sacrament during the next several 
weeks, we encourage all parishioners to take the opportunity to receive the bless-
ings bestowed upon us through a Spiritual Communion.  

STEPS FOR A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

• Find a quiet space 

• Begin with the Sign of the Cross 

• Read the daily readings.  

• Take time to reflect on the readings 

• Pray the Our Father Pray and the Prayer of Spiritual  
 Communion (see below) 

• Conclude with the Sign of the Cross 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

Dear Jesus, really present in the Most Holy Eucharist, I adore you. I hunger for you; 
my soul thirsts for your Precious Blood. But since I cannot receive you into my body 
now,  
I pray that you come spiritually into my heart.  Fill it with your grace and your peace. 
May Mary my Mother, who received you into her heart and only then in her body, 
prepare my own heart to be a fitting dwelling place for you. Come, Lord Jesus. Stay 
with me, Jesus; abide with me, Jesus; remain with me, my dear Jesus. 

 

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY 

 

Immediately following the Sunday, April 19, 9:00 AM Live Streamed 

Mass, we will be praying the Chaplet of Divine Mercy. 

 

Opening Prayers: 

You expired, Jesus, but the source of life gushed forth for souls, 

and the ocean of mercy opened up for the whole world. 

O Fount of Life, unfathomable Divine Mercy, 

envelop the whole world and empty Yourself out upon us. 

 

(Repeat 3 times) O Blood and Water, which gushed forth from the Heart of 

Jesus as a fountain of Mercy for us, I trust in You! 

 

Our Father, Hail Mary and the Apostle's Creed 

 

For each of the five decades (On each “Our Father” bead of the rosary, pray) 

 

Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and Divinity of Your 

Dearly Beloved Son, Our Lord, Jesus Christ, in atonement for our sins and 

those of the whole world. 

 

(On each of the 10 “Hail Mary” beads, pray) 

For the sake of His sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole 

world. 

 

Concluding prayer (Repeat 3 times) 

Holy God, Holy Mighty One, Holy Immortal One, have mercy on us and 

on the whole world. 

 

Closing Prayer 

Eternal God, in whom mercy is endless and the treasury of compassion 

inexhaustible, look kindly upon us and increase Your mercy in us, that in 

difficult moments we might not despair nor become despondent, but with 

great confidence submit ourselves to Your holy will, which is Love and 

Mercy itself.  



 The Old Cathedral Divine Mercy Sunday  

 

Easter Memorial Flowers  
The beautiful flowers that adorn our Cathedral are a special part of the  

celebration of Easter at The Old Cathedral Basilica of Saint Louis, King. 

This year, we also invited parishioners and visitors to share in the  
experience by making a memorial or thanksgiving gift of one or more of the  

flowers, which we recognize here:  
 

 
     IN MEMORY OF:  Agnes & Louis Bonacorsi  given by:  Ellen Boncorsi  

 

The Beato &  

Ottensmeier Families  given by: Jane Beato  

 Capt. E. J. Burke   given by: Mary & Michael Burke   

 Dorothy Lewis Burke   given by: Mary & Michael Burke   

 France Conoley  given by: Mary & Michael Burke   

 Louis H. & Doris G. Fishcher  given by: Louie, Debbie, Austin Fischer   

 Erenst Fischer  given by: Louie, Debbie, Austin Fischer   

 Mary Ellen Hagan  given by: Mary & Michael Burke   

 Joseph H. Hagan  given by: Mary & Michael Burke   

 Corine Heimer   given by: Louie, Debbie, Austin Fischer  

 George Hickenlooper   given by: Jane Hickenlooper  

 Evelyn Hoffman   given by: Chris Hoffman   

 Carl O. Hoffman, Jr.   given by: Chris Hoffman   

 Clyde Jansen   given by: Richard & Carla Schumm  

 Frances C. Kleaver  given by: Patrick Kleaver  

 John and MaryKleaver, Jr.   given by: Patrick Kleaver  

 Kellsie Marchbanks   given by: Mom, Dad, Hannah & Parker Marchbanks  

 Jack F. O’Leary  given by: Mike O’Leary   

 Gale E. O’Leary   given by: Mike O’Leary   

 Mary Pieper  given by: Children & Grandchildren Marchbanks    

 Lloyd Pieper   given by: Children & Grandchildren Marchbanks    

 Peter Rabitt, Sr.   given by: The Rabitt Family   

 Dominic A. Rosso   given by: Dominic Rosso   

 Shirley R. Rosso  given by: Dominic Rosso   

 Robert & Dorothea Schumm  given by: Richard & Carla Schumm  

 

Keith R. McKelvey &  

JoVera McKelvey  given by: Louie, Debbie, Austin Fischer    

      IN HONOR OF:  Msgr. Jerome Billing   given by: Mike O’Leary   

 Christine Hoffman   given by: Chris Hoffman   

 Carl O. Hoffman III  given by: Chris Hoffman   

 Geraldine Jansen  given by: Richard & Carla Schumm  

 Sue Schulte   given by: Chris Hoffman   

 Paul Schulte   given by: Chris Hoffman   

 John and Mary Smith   given by: Mrs. and Mrs. Frank Adams  

 The Lodato Family   given by: Mark A. & Marie L. Crinnion  

 The Crinnion Family   given by: Mark A. & Marie L. Crinnion   



   

We hear about Jesus’ encounter with Nicodemus this week. Jesus speaks about the need to be “born again” from above, of 

water and the Spirit. The conversation starts out on a positive note, but as it progresses it leaves Nicodemus more and more 

confused. 

 

This pattern is echoed many times in the Gospel of John. We see it with the Samaritan woman at the well (John 4). What 

starts out as a simple conversation takes a deeper turn, resulting in some confusion. Through several steps, however, the 

woman gradually comes to faith in Jesus. 

 

The same pattern occurs in the episode of the man born blind (John 9). What starts out as a straightforward healing turns 

into a cause of division. Gradually, through several steps, the man comes to faith in Jesus. 

 

The same pattern is repeated in the raising of Lazarus (John 11). 

 

In fact, this is one of the special characteristics of the Gospel of John: giving an account of the process by which people come 

to faith in Jesus. In that process, when people encounter difficulties, they either hang in there with Jesus or they walk away. 

 

The difference with Nicodemus, however, is that the process of growth doesn’t come to its conclusion in one chapter.  

Instead, it runs the entire length of the Gospel! When Nicodemus first appears (John 3), John is careful to tell us that he 

came to Jesus at night. Nicodemus is, on every level, in the dark: physically, intellectually and spiritually. When he shows 

up next (John 7), the Pharisees are plotting to arrest Jesus. Nicodemus asks: “Does our law condemn a person before it first 

hears him and finds out what he is doing?” That’s not  

discipleship, to be sure. But Nicodemus is coming into the light. The next time we see him (John 19), Jesus is being taken 

down from the cross. There’s Nicodemus, “the one who had first come to Him at night,” bringing 100 pounds of spices to 

assist in the burial. He’s  

publicly and prominently associating himself with Jesus at the foot of the cross. He’s all in. 

 

By contrast, this week, we hear an extended account of the interaction between Peter, John and the Sanhedrin in the Acts of 

the Apostles. This is not a story of the process of growth in faith; it’s about the persistent rejection of faith. We also hear the 

very beginning of the “Bread of Life” episode from John 6, and we know how that ends: “As a result of this, many of His 

disciples returned to their former way of life and no longer accompanied Him.” It’s a stark reminder: It’s possible to reject 

the offer of faith. 

 

If the Gospel of John specializes in teaching about growth in faith, Nicodemus is one of the most hopeful characters for us. 

Like him, maybe we don’t get it all at once. Maybe it takes us several steps, across a long time, before we’re all in. In the 

character of Nicodemus, John tells us: it’s OK. Just keep wrestling. Don’t walk away. 

 

But we need to remember, after that first episode, when Nicodemus is in the dark, he has a choice to make. So do we. At 

that point, will we be like Nicodemus and accept the invitation to faith, or will we be like the Pharisees who  

persistently refuse? The choice is ours. 
 

 

We each have the choice to accept the  
invitation to faith 
The example of Nicodemus shows us how we 
can grow in faith 

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN 
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Commercial & Residential

(314) 487-4564

PLUMBING         COMPANYPLUMBING         COMPANY

FUNERAL HOME
2906 GRAVOIS 

772-3000
10151 GRAVOIS 

842-4458
5255 LEMAY FERRY 

894-4500

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS & BIBLES 
STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES | CANDLES 

SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS

SHOP ONLINE! catholicsupply.com

ST. LOUIS HILLS
6759 Chippewa Street

(at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes) 

St. Louis, MO 63109
(314) 644-0643

O’FALLON, MO
2953 Hwy K

(at Hwy N, between Dierbergs and Sears) 

O’Fallon, MO 63368
(636) 379-3705

Contact Iris Mitchell to place an ad today! 
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 Retirement Apartments  Assisted Living  Skilled Nursing 
 Naomi  Veronica  Anna

For more information call Kathy at  
(314) 209-8814 or kheimburger@thesarahcommunity.org 

www.thesarahcommunity.org
The Sarah Community is professionally managed by St. Andrew’s Management Services

Enriching Lives Everyday - Quality Care with Respect, Compassion and Welcoming Hospitality

MISSOURI CANDLE  
& WAX COMPANY 

HOURS: 
 Monday - Friday 8:30am - 5pm 

(314) 241-3544 
707 Park Ave • St Louis, MO 63104

M O R E  T H A N
1 5 0  H O T E L S  I N  2 7  S T A T E S

D R U R Y H O T E L S . C O M

free Hot Breakfast
free Hot Food & Cold Beverages 

at 5:30 Kickback®

free Wi-Fi Throughout the Hotel
Swimming Pools & Whirlpools

& So Much More!


