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Third Sunday of Easter 

April 26, 2020 



We welcome our devoted 
parishioners, neighbors who come so 

regularly, our downtown working 
people, Saint Louisans of all faiths 

and our many visitors from all over 
the world.  

Serving you in this beautiful 
Old Cathedral is a privilege. 

 

Father  Nicholas Smith  
Rector 

Director, Office of Sacred Worship 
Instructor, Kenrick -Glennon Seminary  

 
Father Charles Samson 

In Residence  
Faculty, Kenrick -Glennon Seminary  

 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Saturday Evening)  
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12 NOON,  
and 5:00 PM 

 
 

Dai ly  Masses  
Monday through Friday   
7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
SATURDAY– 7:00 AM 

 

 

Basilica of Saint Louis, King  

(popularly known as the Old Cathedral) 
 

209 Walnut Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

Phone: 314.231.3250 
Email: oldcathedral@att.net 

Website: www.oldcathedralstl.org 

 

 
Confess ions  

Daily, 11:30 AM—12:00 PM 
Saturdays, 4:30 PM—5:15 PM 

 
Marriage 

Please arrange at least six months in 
advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date or for more   
information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314.231.3250. 

 
Devot ions 

Perpetual Help Devotions:  
Tuesdays, 12:00 PM 

 

 

Sunday April 26 
8:00 AM Parish Family   
9:00 AM Patrick Duggan  
    (Live Streamed) 
 
Monday April 27 
7:00 AM   Anastasia Cassidy 
12:10 PM  The Detrick Family 
 
Tuesday April 28 
7:00 AM Jack McGuire  
    & John Schoemehl  
12:10 PM Ron Wright  
 
Wednesday April 29 
7:00 AM  Patrick Duggan 
12:10 PM Poor Souls in Purgatory   

Thursday April 30 
7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intentions 
12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  
  
Friday May 1 
7:00 AM All fathers who have  
      passed away  
12:10 PM Lilian Kastner 
 
Saturday May 2 
7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intentions  
5:30 PM Poor Souls in Purgatory 
 
Sunday May 3 
8:00 AM Parish Family   
9:00 AM Lorraine Tabash  
    (Live Streamed) 

Readings for the week of April 26, 2020 
 

Sunday:     Acts 2:14, 22-33/Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-8, 9-10, 11 [11a]/1 Pt 1:17-21/Lk 24:13-35   
Monday:     Acts 6:8-15/Ps 119:23-24, 26-27, 29-30 [1ab]/Jn 6:22-29 
Tuesday:     Acts 7:51—8:1a/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 7b and 8a, 17 and 21ab [6a]/Jn 6:30-35 
Wednesday:    Acts 8:1b-8/Ps 66: 1-3a, 4-5, 6-7a [1]/Jn 6:35-40 
Thursday:     Acts 8:26-40/Ps 66:8-9, 16-17, 20 [1]/Jn 6:44-51 
Friday:     Acts 9:1-20/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/Jn 6:52-59  
St. Joseph the Worker: Gn 1:26—2:3 or Col 3:14-15, 17, 23-24/Ps 90:2, 3-4, 12-13, 14 and 16 [cf.17b]/Mt 
      13:54-58 
Saturday:     Acts 9:31-42/Ps 116:12-13, 14-15, 16-17 [12]/Jn 6:60-69 
Next Sunday:    Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10 
 

Observances for the week of April 26, 2020 
 

Sunday:  3rd Sunday of Easter 
Monday:  Easter Weekday 
Tuesday:  St. Peter Chanel, Priest and Martyr; St. Louis Grignion de Montfort, Priest  
Wednesday: St. Catherine of Siena, Virgin and Doctor of the Church 
Thursday:  St. Pius V, Pope 
Friday:  St. Joseph the Worker 
Saturday:  St. Athanasius, Bishop and Doctor of the Church 
Next Sunday: 4th Sunday of Easter; World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

Weekly Giving  

The Old Cathedral has long been recognized as one of the most historic  

and beautiful churches of its time. 

Our parish is proud of  its more than  240 year history as a self-supporting Roman  

Catholic Parish. Your  presence, prayer and generous kindness continue to make it so.  

The mandate to cancel  all masses until further notice will greatly impact  the  necessary 

revenue for  our beautiful Basilica . Your weekly envelope  donations can still be made by 

mail or in  person by check at the Old Cathedral rectory or you can set up online  

donations (instructions below).  By uniting as a parish community and with continued 

prayer, we will face  these  challenging times with faith together.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Basilica of Saint Louis, King  

209 Walnut Avenue  

St. Louis, MO 63102 

314-231-3250 

Live Stream Mass and Catechesis  
 

Welcome  all Parishioners and Visitors of The Old Cathedral to our live stream services. During these trying 
times, it is important to maintain spiritual communion with the Lord. We would like to offer you, for this pur-
pose, the opportunity to  attend a live stream Mass and a live stream catechesis. 

 
Live Stream Masses  

Sundays - 9:00 AM  
Live Stream Catechesis  

Every Tuesday and Thursday at 7:30 PM  
 

You can access the live streams through the link on our homepage at: www.oldcathedralstl.org 



   

 

 Dear Old Catholic Parishioners and Visitors: 

 
The Gospel tells us today, While he was with them at table, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke it, and gave it to them. With that their eyes were opened and they  
recognized him. Immediately, the despair of the two disciples turned to joy; their  

despondency turned to elation and they rushed back to Jerusalem to tell the other 
disciples of their encounter with the risen Lord. 
 
It is likely we can identify with these two disciples who were on the road to Emmaus. 

We have all experienced times of despair and disappointment. We’ve had dreams 
dashed and felt overwhelming losses. Perhaps these times have weakened our faith or left us questioning God’s plan for 
us.    
 

Just like the two we hear about today, we need something to bring us out of our gloom at times. We need our outlook 
lifted and our faith reignited. We need God. 
 
This is what brings us here. We need God, and the Mass gives us what we need. It is not unlike our own “Road to  

Emmaus.” We enter the doors needing to be fed. In the Liturgy of the Word, God speaks to us. The Scriptures feed us, 
teaching us God’s ways and his plan for us. We are nourished again in the Liturgy of the Eucharist.  
 
Today’s Gospel tells us, He was made known to them in the breaking of the bread. This is repeated at every Mass.  It is 

the perfect sacrifice, the perfect meal, the perfect nourishment for our souls. If we open ourselves to all that it offers, we, 
too, can feel the complete joy that energized Christ’s disciples to rush out and share the Good News with others. 
 
Although public Masses are suspended until further notice, I want to remind you about the importance of making a  

Spiritual Communion.  You can find the Spiritual Communion in this weekend’s bulletin, on The Old Cathedral  
homepage, and the prayer is available during Holy Communion if you watch the live-stream Sunday Mass at The Old 
Cathedral. 
 

Father Samson and I miss not having you with us, but please know that you are remembered in our Masses and pray-
ers.  We both look forward to seeing you again at Mass, real soon. 
 
Blessings upon your week and Easter Season. 

 
-Father Smith 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

While we are unable to receive the Blessed 
Sacrament during the next several weeks, we  
encourage all parishioners to take the opportunity 
to receive the blessings bestowed upon us through 
a Spiritual Communion.  

STEPS FOR A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

• Find a quiet space 

• Begin with the Sign of the Cross 

• Read the daily readings.  

• Take time to reflect on the readings 

• Pray the Our Father Pray and the Prayer of  
 Spiritual  
 Communion (see below) 

• Conclude with the Sign of the Cross 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

Dear Jesus, really present in the Most Holy Eucha-
rist, I adore you. I hunger for you; my 
soul thirsts for your Precious Blood. But since I 
cannot receive you into my body now, I pray that 
you come spiritually into my heart.  Fill it with your 
grace and your peace. May Mary my Mother, who 
received you into her heart and only then in her 
body, prepare my own heart to be a fitting dwelling 
place for you. Come, Lord Jesus. Stay with me, 
Jesus; abide with me, Jesus; remain with me, my 
dear Jesus. 

 

  St. Joseph has always been the supreme example of work, 
teaching his son, Jesus, how to work with great care and 
precision, giving to God his best work possible.  
Let us turn to St. Joseph the Worker to help those on the 
front lines, those out  of work, and for all workers in these 

uncertain times. 
 

Prayer to St. Joseph the Worker  
 

O Glorious St. Joseph, model of all those who are devoted to 
labor, obtain for me the grace to work conscientiously,  
putting the call of duty above my natural inclinations, to work 
with gratitude and joy, in a spirit of penance for the remission 
of my sins, considering it an honor to employ and develop by 
means of labor the gifts received from God, to work with 
order, peace, moderation and patience, without ever  
shrinking from weariness and difficulties, to work above all 
with purity of intention and detachment from self, having 
always death before my eyes and the account that I must 
render of time lost, of talents wasted, of good omitted, of 
vain complacency in success, so fatal to the work of God. All 
for Jesus, all through Mary, all after thine example, O  
Patriarch, St. Joseph. Such shall be my motto in life and in 
death. Amen.  



 

 

Saints who have had to live without the Eucharist 

These stories will put our momentary fast  

from the Body and Blood of Christ into perspective. 

 

With dioceses around the world canceling public Masses for weeks to come, many Catholics are already feeling starved for the Eucharist. When the world is 
fighting a global pandemic, it seems that the Mass would be more necessary than ever. But while public Masses are canceled, the private ones continue and the 
body of Christ is able to receive the graces from those Masses, especially when we make a spiritual communion. 
Still, how can we who depend on the Sacraments survive this crisis when divorced from holy Mass? Well, there are plenty of saints (and millions more Chris-
tians) who’ve had similar experiences, months and years of surviving without the Sacraments. Looking to them can strengthen us to persevere. 
Though not canonized, thousands and thousands of Japanese Christians lived without priests for nearly 250 years. They baptized their children in 
secret, passing down the faith in whispered lessons, praying before images of the Madonna and Child that were disguised to look like Buddhist images. In 1858 
Japan finally readmitted Christian missionaries, who found 10,000 hidden Christians waiting for them. Imagine being raised with the near certainty that you 
would never in your life attend Mass, knowing of the Eucharist only because your grandmother’s grandmother’s grandmother once went to Mass. It puts social 
distancing in perspective. 
 
The saints of 19th-century Korea were in a similar situation. After the Gospel was first preached by Servant of God Yi Beok and his companions in 1784, the 
Church was run entirely by laypeople until 1795. At that point, Bl. James Zhou Wen-Mo arrived and discovered 4,000 Catholics, only one of whom had 
ever seen a priest. Wen-Mo served as the only priest in all of Korea for six years, until his martyrdom. For the next 36 years, there were again no Masses in 
Korea until a small group of French priests arrived in 1836—and were killed two years later. 

 
St. Isaac Jogues (1607-1646) may have been prepared for torture and martyrdom when he traveled to North America to evangelize Native Americans. But as 
a priest, he wouldn’t have expected to be deprived of the Eucharist — until his hands were marred by his captors. At the time, a priest who was missing thumb 
or forefinger was unable to celebrate the Mass, so from the time of his injury until (having escaped his Mohawk captors) his return to France 17 months later, 
Fr. Jogues was unable to confess, to celebrate Mass, or even to attend Mass. He was given a special dispensation and permitted to celebrate Mass again, in 
spite of the state of his hands, and requested permission to return to America after his recovery. He was killed not long after his return, but his killer later re-
pented and was baptized with the name “Isaac Jogues.” 

 
Bl. Victoire Rasoamanarivo (1848-1894) was a Malagasy noblewoman and a convert to Catholicism. A leader in the Church in Madagascar, when the 
French were expelled from Madagascar in 1883, the departing priests left the care of the Church in her hands, along with Bl. Raphael Rafiringa, a Malagasy 
religious Brother. For nearly three years, Victoire and Raphael led the 21,000 lay Catholics in Madagascar, bringing them together each Sunday for communal 
prayer though there were no priests to celebrate Mass. Victoire explained, “I place before my mind the missionaries saying the Mass, and mentally attend all 
the Masses being said throughout the world.” Three years later, a vibrant community hungry for the Eucharist welcomed their priests back—all of them far 
more grateful for the Mass than they had been before their three years without it. 

 
St. Mark Ji TianXiang (1834-1900) was an opium addict. Because his priest didn’t understand the nature of addiction, he told TianXiang that he couldn’t be 
absolved until he had beaten his addiction—which meant that he couldn’t receive communion either. For 30 years, TianXiang continued to practice the faith 
while being denied the Sacraments. He never did manage to get clean, but he died a martyr and has been canonized a saint not just for his martyrdom but for 
his decades of attempting to follow Jesus even in the absence of the Sacraments. 
 
Bl. Laurentia Herasymiv (1911-1952), like countless other Catholics in Nazi concentration camps or Soviet gulags, spent the last months of her life without 
the Sacraments and in the near certainty that she would have no opportunity for viaticum or a final confession. Arrested for refusing to abandon the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church for Orthodoxy, Sr. Laurentia and Bl. Olympia Bida were sent to Siberia, where both died as a result of all they’d suffered at the hands 
of the communists. As she lay dying, she begged for the Eucharist, calling out in her delirium, “Jesus, I do not want to die without you!” She died, as she had 
lived for two long years, without the Eucharist, and was fully united to Jesus. 
The saints of 19th-century Korea were in a similar situation. After the Gospel was first preached by Servant of God Yi Beok and his companions in 1784, the 
Church was run entirely by laypeople until 1795. At that point, Bl. James Zhou Wen-Mo arrived and discovered 4,000 Catholics, only one of whom had 
ever seen a priest. Wen-Mo served as the only priest in all of Korea for six years, until his martyrdom. For the next 36 years, there were again no Masses in 
Korea until a small group of French priests arrived in 1836—and were killed two years later. 
 
St. Isaac Jogues (1607-1646) may have been prepared for torture and martyrdom when he traveled to North America to evangelize Native Americans. But as 
a priest, he wouldn’t have expected to be deprived of the Eucharist — until his hands were marred by his captors. At the time, a priest who was missing thumb 
or forefinger was unable to celebrate the Mass, so from the time of his injury until (having escaped his Mohawk captors) his return to France 17 months later, 
Fr. Jogues was unable to confess, to celebrate Mass, or even to attend Mass. He was given a special dispensation and permitted to celebrate Mass again, in 
spite of the state of his hands, and requested permission to return to America after his recovery. He was killed not long after his return, but his killer later  
repented and was baptized with the name “Isaac Jogues.” 
 
Bl. Victoire Rasoamanarivo (1848-1894) was a Malagasy noblewoman and a convert to Catholicism. A leader in the Church in Madagascar, when the 
French were expelled from Madagascar in 1883, the departing priests left the care of the Church in her hands, along with Bl. Raphael Rafiringa, a Malagasy 
religious Brother. For nearly three years, Victoire and Raphael led the 21,000 lay Catholics in Madagascar, bringing them together each Sunday for communal 
prayer though there were no priests to celebrate Mass. Victoire explained, “I place before my mind the missionaries saying the Mass, and mentally attend all 
the Masses being said throughout the world.” Three years later, a vibrant community hungry for the Eucharist welcomed their priests back—all of them far 
more grateful for the Mass than they had been before their three years without it. 
 
St. Mark Ji TianXiang (1834-1900) was an opium addict. Because his priest didn’t understand the nature of addiction, he told TianXiang that he couldn’t be 
absolved until he had beaten his addiction—which meant that he couldn’t receive communion either. For 30 years, TianXiang continued to practice the faith 
while being denied the Sacraments. He never did manage to get clean, but he died a martyr and has been canonized a saint not just for his martyrdom but for 
his decades of attempting to follow Jesus even in the absence of the Sacraments. 
 
Bl. Laurentia Herasymiv (1911-1952), like countless other Catholics in Nazi concentration camps or Soviet gulags, spent the last months of her life without 
the Sacraments and in the near certainty that she would have no opportunity for viaticum or a final confession. Arrested for refusing to abandon the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic Church for Orthodoxy, Sr. Laurentia and Bl. Olympia Bida were sent to Siberia, where both died as a result of all they’d suffered at the hands 
of the communists. As she lay dying, she begged for the Eucharist, calling out in her delirium, “Jesus, I do not want to die without you!” She died, as she had 
lived for two long years, without the Eucharist, and was fully united to Jesus. 
 
Taken from: Aleteia, Tuesday 21 April  



   

Sixty years ago, America was preparing for the election that would put John F. Kennedy in the White House. It was a real breakthrough for 

American Catholics: We finally figured out how to make ourselves acceptable on the American political scene. 

 

Sixty years later, perhaps it’s time to consider a course correction. Maybe “making ourselves acceptable” shouldn’t be our overriding goal. The 

readings this week challenge this approach and point us toward another possibility. 

 

This week Stephen preaches the Gospel in Jerusalem, and he gets stoned. Philip preaches the Gospel in Samaria, and he’s received with joy. 

Jesus preaches the Bread of Life discourse, and many of His own disciples leave Him. Jesus confronts Saul on the road to Damascus, and one of 

the principal enemies of the early Church is converted. 

 

In other words, when the Church preaches the Gospel, sometimes it “wins” in earthly terms — as it did with Philip and Paul, and sometimes it 

“loses” in earthly terms — as it did with Stephen and the Bread of Life discourse. But the commitment of the Church is to bear faithful witness 

to the Word, not to be found acceptable to the world. And that commitment to the Word is always a win in eternal terms, even when it costs us 

something in earthly terms. 

 

I understand that politics is the art of the possible. And I’m not saying how we should weigh all the issues as we decide how to vote — I’ll offer 

more thoughts on that as the election gets closer. I’m only saying, at this point: there’s a 60-year-old trajectory in our thinking that needs to be 

challenged. 

 

As Catholics, we’re committed to the protection of life from conception to natural death, marriage between a man and a woman, and the  

foundational role of the body in sexual and gender identity. But, despite those commitments, we sometimes censor ourselves to be found  

acceptable to the Democratic party. 

 

As Catholics, we’re committed to generous hospitality toward immigrants, better and more far-reaching environmental stewardship, and the 

priority of the poor in economic decision making. But, despite those commitments, we sometimes censor ourselves to be found acceptable to the 

Republican party. 

 

Our first priority as Catholics shouldn’t be a calculation about what will be acceptable to any party. Especially at this early stage of the election 

cycle, when the basic terms of the conversations and debates are still being shaped, what would happen if our first priority was bearing witness 

to the Gospel in all its features, and letting the chips fall where God allows them to fall — as the early Church did? 

 

When Jesus bore witness to the truth, sometimes it “worked” and sometimes it didn’t — but His mission moved forward and that was the key. 

When the early Church bore witness to Jesus, sometimes it “worked” and sometimes it didn’t — but the mission moved forward and that was 

the key. Even when the first Christians were expelled from the synagogue, it only served to spread the Gospel further and faster. 

 

As we think about political conversations, what do we think is the key: bearing witness to the Word, or being found acceptable to the world? 

Witnessing to the Gospel should be our 
first priority 
Being found acceptable to the world 
should not be the primary goal 

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN 

A Special Music Mini-Concert  This Sunday  

 

Join us after Mass on Sunday, April 26, 2020, our organist and music director, Daniel Vizer, will perform a mini-

concert of approximately fifteen minutes duration.   

The program consists of French Romantic music, and will be performed on the Basilica’s Schwab/Wicks pipe organ.   

 

Chant Pastoral……………..Theodore DuBois 

Meditation…………………Alexandre Guilmant 

Toccata in G Major…  ……Theodore DuBois 
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SHOP ONLINE! catholicsupply.com

ST. LOUIS HILLS
6759 Chippewa Street

(at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes) 
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 Retirement Apartments  Assisted Living  Skilled Nursing 
 Naomi  Veronica  Anna

For more information call Kathy at  
(314) 209-8814 or kheimburger@thesarahcommunity.org 

www.thesarahcommunity.org
The Sarah Community is professionally managed by St. Andrew’s Management Services

Enriching Lives Everyday - Quality Care with Respect, Compassion and Welcoming Hospitality

MISSOURI CANDLE  
& WAX COMPANY 

HOURS: 
 Monday - Friday 8:30am - 5pm 

(314) 241-3544 
707 Park Ave • St Louis, MO 63104

M O R E  T H A N
1 5 0  H O T E L S  I N  2 7  S T A T E S

D R U R Y H O T E L S . C O M

free Hot Breakfast
free Hot Food & Cold Beverages 

at 5:30 Kickback®

free Wi-Fi Throughout the Hotel
Swimming Pools & Whirlpools

& So Much More!


