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Fourth Sunday of Easter 
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We welcome our devoted 
parishioners, neighbors who come so 

regularly, our downtown working 
people, Saint Louisans of all faiths 

and our many visitors from all over 
the world.  

Serving you in this beautiful 
Old Cathedral is a privilege. 

 

Father  Nicholas Smith  
Rector 

Director, Office of Sacred Worship 
Instructor, Kenrick -Glennon Seminary  

 
Father Charles Samson 

In Residence  
Faculty, Kenrick -Glennon Seminary  

 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Saturday Evening)  
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12 NOON,  
and 5:00 PM 

 
 

Dai ly  Masses  
Monday through Friday   
7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
SATURDAY– 7:00 AM 

 

 

Basilica of Saint Louis, King  

(popularly known as the Old Cathedral) 
 

209 Walnut Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

Phone: 314.231.3250 
Email: oldcathedral@att.net 

Website: www.oldcathedralstl.org 

 

 
Confess ions  

Daily, 11:30 AM—12:00 PM 
Saturdays, 4:30 PM—5:15 PM 

 
Marriage 

Please arrange at least six months in 
advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date or for more   
information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314.231.3250. 

 
Devot ions 

Perpetual Help Devotions:  
Tuesdays, 12:00 PM 

 

 

Sunday May 3 
8:00 AM Parish Family   
9:00 AM Lorraine Tabash  
    (Live Streamed) 
     
Monday May 4 
7:00 AM   Ron Wright 
12:10 PM  Patrick Duggan  
 
Tuesday May 5 
7:00 AM All Truck Drivers 
12:10 PM Gerald Geiler  
 
Wednesday May 6 
7:00 AM  Charles R. Chernick, Sr. 
12:10 PM Leane Wolf 
 

Thursday May 7 
7:00 AM Thomas Dooley  
12:10 PM Louis Fagas  
  
Friday May 8 
7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intentions  
12:10 PM Marilynn & Jack    
      McGuire 
 
Saturday May 9 
7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intentions  
5:30 PM Alberto Ventura 
 
Sunday May 10 
8:00 AM Parish Family   
9:00 AM Agnes Bonacorsi  
    (Live Streamed) 

Readings for the week of May 3, 2020 

 

Sunday:  Acts 2:14a, 36-41/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [1]/1 Pt 2:20b-25/Jn 10:1-10  

Monday:  Acts 11:1-18/Ps 42:2-3; 43:3, 4 [cf. 3a]/Jn 10:11-18 

Tuesday:  Acts 11:19-26/Ps 87:1b-3, 4-5, 6-7 [Ps 117:1a]/Jn 10:22-30 

Wednesday: Acts 12:24—13:5a/Ps 67:2-3, 5, 6 and 8 [4]/Jn 12:44-50 

Thursday:  Acts 13:13-25/Ps 89:2-3, 21-22, 25 and 27 [2]/Jn 13:16-20 

Friday:  Acts 13:26-33/Ps 2:6-7, 8-9, 10-11ab [7bc]/Jn 14:1-6 

Saturday:  Acts 13:44-52/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4 [3cd]/Jn 14:7-14 

Next Sunday: Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 [22]/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12 

 

Observances for the week of May 3, 2020 

 

Sunday:  4th Sunday of Easter; World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

Monday:  Easter Weekday 

Tuesday:  Easter Weekday 

Wednesday: Easter Weekday 

Thursday:  National Day of Prayer 

Friday:  Easter Weekday 

Saturday:  Easter Weekday  

Next Sunday: 5th Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day 

Weekly Giving  

The Old Cathedral has long been recognized as one of the most historic  

and beautiful churches of its time. 

Our parish is proud of  its more than  240 year history as a self-supporting Roman  

Catholic Parish. Your  presence, prayer and generous kindness continue to make it so.  

The mandate to cancel  all masses until further notice will greatly impact  the  necessary 

revenue for  our beautiful Basilica . Your weekly envelope  donations can still be made by 

mail or in  person by check at the Old Cathedral rectory or you can set up online  

donations (instructions below).  By uniting as a parish community and with continued 

prayer, we will face  these  challenging times with faith together.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Basilica of Saint Louis, King  

209 Walnut Avenue  

St. Louis, MO 63102 

314-231-3250 

Live Stream Mass and Catechesis  
 

Welcome  all Parishioners and Visitors of The Old Cathedral to our live stream services. During these trying 
times, it is important to maintain spiritual communion with the Lord. We would like to offer you, for this pur-
pose, the opportunity to  attend a live stream Mass and a live stream catechesis. 

 
Live Stream Masses  

Sundays - 9:00 AM  
Live Stream Catechesis  

Every Tuesday and Thursday at 7:30 PM  
 

You can access the live streams through the link on our homepage at: www.oldcathedralstl.org 



   

 

 Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 
 
Sheep left unattended or corralled will wander off and get into trouble every  

single time. That is why the shepherd goes to such lengths to keep an eye on 
them. When left to our own devices, we, too, have this uncanny tendency to  
wander off and get into trouble of all kinds. When we allow the voices of  
temptation to drown out the voice of Jesus, the Good Shepherd, we are headed 
for trouble. Jesus knows us better than we know ourselves, and we need to heed 
his voice. 

 

What an awesome event is described in today’s first reading. Peter speaks plainly to the crowd as to their  
culpability in the death of Jesus. Some were no doubt agitators in the crowd the day Jesus was condemned and 
crucified. Others stood by silently and let it all unfold. Let us not forget that 10 of the Apostles ran away! Only 
the youngest remained at the foot of the cross with Mary and several other women. But Peter told them to repent 
and they would receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Those who accepted [Peter’s] message were baptized, and about three thousand persons were added that day. All 
the people repented for whatever role they may have played in Jesus’ death, and the community grew by 3,000. 
Truly a gracious and blessed day in the life of the Church. The heavens rejoiced at the sight of such a glorious 
event. 
 
This was not the work of Peter, of course. This was the Lord working through Peter. Jesus Christ is the gate  

protecting the sheep from robbers and thieves – Jesus, who came so [all] might have life and have it more  
abundantly. The crowds in the first reading heard their shepherd’s voice in the words and actions of Peter. The 
Pharisees and others in the Gospel did not recognize their shepherd who was right in front of them. 
 
Let us hear the Good Shepherd’s voice this day. Let us help others hear his voice through our words and actions 
this day as well. For his voice leads us to life. The Easter season is the perfect time to move from pain and  

suffering to glorious triumph in the risen Christ. May we always hear and heed the voice of the Shepherd. 
 
Blessing upon your week and Easter Season! 
 
-Father Smith 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

While we are unable to receive the Blessed 
Sacrament during the next several weeks, we  
encourage all parishioners to take the opportunity 
to receive the blessings bestowed upon us through 
a Spiritual Communion.  

STEPS FOR A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

• Find a quiet space 

• Begin with the Sign of the Cross 

• Read the daily readings.  

• Take time to reflect on the readings 

• Pray the Our Father Pray and the Prayer of  
 Spiritual  
 Communion (see below) 

• Conclude with the Sign of the Cross 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

Dear Jesus, really present in the Most Holy  
Eucharist, I adore you. I hunger for you; my 
soul thirsts for your Precious Blood. But since I 
cannot receive you into my body now, I pray that 
you come spiritually into my heart.  Fill it with your 
grace and your peace. May Mary my Mother, who 
received you into her heart and only then in her 
body, prepare my own heart to be a fitting dwelling 
place for you. Come, Lord Jesus. Stay with me, 
Jesus; abide with me, Jesus; remain with me, my 
dear Jesus. 

THE SALVE REGINA 

Hail, holy Queen, Mother of mercy, hail, 

our life, our sweetness, and our hope! To 

thee do we cry, poor banished children of 

Eve! To thee do we send up our sighs, 

mourning and weeping in this vale of 

tears! Turn then, most gracious advocate, 

thine eyes of mercy towards us; and after 

this, our exile, show unto us the blessed 

fruit of thy womb, Jesus! O clement, O  

loving, O sweet Virgin Mary!  

Roman Breviary 



 

   

You Anoint My Head With Oil  

 

 

I have to admit, I always wondered what this part of 

Psalm 23 meant. I thought “He anoints my head with 

oil” was figurative language for God keeping the 

Psalmist healthy. I never knew this parallel. 

 

Anoint my head with oil 
 

  

 

 

“Sheep can get their head caught in briers and die trying to get untangled. There are horrid little flies that like to  

torment sheep by laying eggs in their nostrils which turn into worms and drive the sheep to beat their head against a 

rock, sometimes to death. Their ears and eyes are also susceptible to tormenting insects. So the shepherd anoints their 

whole head with oil. Then there is peace. That oil forms a barrier of protection against the evil that tries to destroy the 

sheep. Do you have times of mental torment? Do the worrisome thoughts invade your mind over and over? Do you beat 

your head against a wall trying to stop them? Have you ever asked God to anoint your head with oil? He has an endless 

supply! His oil protects and makes it possible for you to fix your heart, mind, and eyes on Him today and always! There 

is peace in the valley! May our good, good Father anoint your head with oil today so that your cup overflows with  

blessings! God is good and He is faithful!!” 

- theidolbabbler.com   

Oldcathedralstl.org  

Fourth Sunday of Easter  



   

More than 20 times in the readings this week, we hear something about the word of God, or God speaking, or people hearing the word of God. 

 

For example, Jesus says: “My sheep hear my voice … and they follow me.” Speaking of some Gentile visitors, Peter says: “The Holy Spirit told me to 

accompany them.” The Acts of the Apostles recounts the beginning of Paul’s missionary  travels: “The Holy Spirit said: Set apart for me Barnabas and 

Saul for the work to which I have called them.” We are told that the disciples “proclaimed the word of God” in Antioch, where the disciples were first 

called Christians. 

 

It raises a question that’s worth pondering: How do we hear God’s voice — what does it “sound” like? 

 

God certainly speaks to us in Scripture. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us: “Through all the words of Sacred Scripture God speaks only 

one single Word.” (CCC, 102) 

 

We also hear God’s voice through the teachings of the Church. As the Second Vatican Council said, quoting from  Luke 10: “the Sacred Council teaches 

that bishops by divine institution have succeeded to the place of the apostles, as  shepherds of the Church, and he who hears them hears Christ, and he 

who rejects them rejects Christ and Him who sent Christ.” (Lumen Gentium, 20) 

 

In addition to these, God also speaks to each of us individually, in the depths of our hearts. I can’t tell you what that “sounds like” for you. But I can tell 

you it’s real, that we need to become more deeply familiar with how He speaks to each of us, and that we need to be faithful to His voice as it speaks in 

our hearts, too. 

 

I certainly don’t mean anything goes! God’s voice tells no one to lie, commit murder or adultery, or break any of the  commandments. If the voice in our 

hearts tells us to do any of those things, we can be sure it’s not from God! 

 

But God’s word comes to us. Sometimes it inspires creativity, generosity, kindness or wisdom. Sometimes it nudges us to break down a wall by reach-

ing out to a person. Sometimes it requires that we speak a word of correction. Sometimes it  cautions us to hold our tongue and wait for a better time. 

 

Think of it this way: Each of us has a conscience. We regularly speak of the “voice” of conscience. But that doesn’t mean we’re hearing things. Con-

science is a spiritual voice. It doesn’t usually speak in words. Its typical language is an uneasy feeling when we’ve done something wrong, or a peaceful 

feeling when we’ve done something right. What if God’s voice is something like that? 

 

When a boat goes by it leaves a wake. A boat is a physical object, so it leaves a physical wake. When the Word of God comes to our hearts, it too leaves 

a “wake.” But it’s a spiritual wake rather than a physical wake. What is that like, when God’s voice speaks to you? 

 

Jesus says: “If you remain in my word, you will truly be my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:31) He 

speaks to us in the words of Scripture, in the teachings of the Church and in the depths of our hearts. Let’s listen to Him in all the ways He speaks to us, 

and remain in His word in all that we do. 

 

Listen to the voice of God and remain 
in His word 
God speaks to us through Scripture and 
Church teaching and in our hearts 

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN 

 Take a Virtual Historical Tour of The Old Cathedral 
 

Please join us , Sunday, May 3, immediately following our 9:00 AM Livestream 

Mass for a  short historical tour of the Old Cathedral. You will learn about  the  

beginnings of the Archdiocese, here on the bank of the Mississippi river and the 

historical significance of our beautiful Cathedral.  
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Commercial & Residential

(314) 487-4564

PLUMBING         COMPANYPLUMBING         COMPANY

FUNERAL HOME
2906 GRAVOIS 

772-3000
10151 GRAVOIS 

842-4458
5255 LEMAY FERRY 

894-4500

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS & BIBLES 
STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES | CANDLES 

SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS

SHOP ONLINE! catholicsupply.com

ST. LOUIS HILLS
6759 Chippewa Street

(at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes) 

St. Louis, MO 63109
(314) 644-0643

O’FALLON, MO
2953 Hwy K

(at Hwy N, between Dierbergs and Sears) 

O’Fallon, MO 63368
(636) 379-3705

Contact Iris Mitchell to place an ad today! 
imitchell@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2495

 Retirement Apartments  Assisted Living  Skilled Nursing 
 Naomi  Veronica  Anna

For more information call Kathy at  
(314) 209-8814 or kheimburger@thesarahcommunity.org 

www.thesarahcommunity.org
The Sarah Community is professionally managed by St. Andrew’s Management Services

Enriching Lives Everyday - Quality Care with Respect, Compassion and Welcoming Hospitality

MISSOURI CANDLE  
& WAX COMPANY 

HOURS: 
 Monday - Friday 8:30am - 5pm 

(314) 241-3544 
707 Park Ave • St Louis, MO 63104

M O R E  T H A N
1 5 0  H O T E L S  I N  2 7  S T A T E S

D R U R Y H O T E L S . C O M

free Hot Breakfast
free Hot Food & Cold Beverages 

at 5:30 Kickback®

free Wi-Fi Throughout the Hotel
Swimming Pools & Whirlpools

& So Much More!


