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209 Walnut Street Saint Louis, Missouri  63102 

 

PARISH  FOUNDED IN 1770 PRESENT CHURCH DEDICATED IN 1834 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

May 10, 2020 



We welcome our devoted 
parishioners, neighbors who come so 

regularly, our downtown working 
people, Saint Louisans of all faiths 

and our many visitors from all over 
the world.  

Serving you in this beautiful 
Old Cathedral is a privilege. 

 

Father  Nicholas Smith  
Rector 

Director, Office of Sacred Worship 
Instructor, Kenrick -Glennon Seminary  

 
Father Charles Samson 

In Residence  
Faculty, Kenrick -Glennon Seminary  

 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Saturday Evening)  
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12 NOON,  
and 5:00 PM 

 
 

Dai ly  Masses  
Monday through Friday   
7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
SATURDAY– 7:00 AM 

 

 

Basilica of Saint Louis, King  

(popularly known as the Old Cathedral) 
 

209 Walnut Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

Phone: 314.231.3250 
Email: oldcathedral@att.net 

Website: www.oldcathedralstl.org 

 

 
Confess ions  

Daily, 11:30 AM—12:00 PM 
Saturdays, 4:30 PM—5:15 PM 

 
Marriage 

Please arrange at least six months in 
advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date or for more   
information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314.231.3250. 

 
Devot ions 

Perpetual Help Devotions:  
Tuesdays, 12:00 PM 

 

 

Sunday May 10 
8:00 AM Parish Family   
9:00 AM Agnes Bonacorsi  
    (Live Streamed) 
     
Monday May 11 
7:00 AM   Ramon Hernandez 
12:10 PM  Patrick Duggan  
 
Tuesday May 12 
7:00 AM George M. Dankocsik 
12:10 PM Ron Wright 
 
Wednesday May 13 
7:00 AM  All Truck Drivers 
12:10 PM Leane Wolf 
 

Thursday May 14 
7:00 AM Charles R. Chernick, Sr. 
12:10 PM Gerald Geiler  
  
 
Friday May 15 
7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intentions  
12:10 PM Louis Fagas 
 
Saturday May 16 
7:00 AM All Postal Workers  
5:30 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  
 
Sunday May 17 
8:00 AM Parish Family   
9:00 AM Gerard Thomas Avellone  
    (Live Streamed) 

Readings for the week of May 10, 2020 

Sunday:  Acts 6:1-7/Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 18-19 [22]/1 Pt 2:4-9/Jn 14:1-12   

Monday:  Acts 14:5-18/Ps 115:1-2, 3-4, 15-16 [1ab]/Jn 14:21-26 

Tuesday:  Acts 14:19-28/Ps 145:10-11, 12-13ab, 21 [cf. 12]/Jn 14:27-31a 

Wednesday: Acts 15:1-6/Ps 122:1-2, 3-4ab, 4cd-5 [cf. 1]/Jn 15:1-8 

Thursday:  Acts 1:15-17, 20-26/Ps 113:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 [8]/Jn 15:9-17 

Friday:  Acts 15:22-31/Ps 57:8-9, 10 and 12 [10a]/Jn 15:12-17 

Saturday:  Acts 16:1-10/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 5 [2a]/Jn 15:18-21 

Next Sunday: Acts 8:5-8, 14-17/Ps 66:1-3, 4-5, 6-7, 16, 20 [1]/1 Pt 3:15-18/Jn 14:15-21 

 

Observances for the week of May 10, 2020 

Sunday:  5th Sunday of Easter; Mother’s Day 

Monday:  Easter Weekday 

Tuesday:  Sts. Nereus and Achilleus, Martyrs; St. Pancras, Martyr  

Wednesday: Our Lady of Fatima 

Thursday:  St. Matthias, Apostle 

Friday:  St. Isidore 

Saturday:  Easter Weekday 

Next Sunday: 6th Sunday of Easter 

Weekly Giving  

The Old Cathedral has long been recognized as one of the most historic  

and beautiful churches of its time. 

Our parish is proud of  its more than  240 year history as a self-supporting Roman  

Catholic Parish. Your  presence, prayer and generous kindness continue to make it so.  

The mandate to cancel  all masses until further notice will greatly impact  the  necessary 

revenue for  our beautiful Basilica . Your weekly envelope  donations can still be made by 

mail or in  person by check at the Old Cathedral rectory or you can set up online  

donations (instructions below).  By uniting as a parish community and with continued 

prayer, we will face  these  challenging times with faith together.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Basilica of Saint Louis, King  

209 Walnut Avenue  

St. Louis, MO 63102 

314-231-3250 

Live Stream Mass and Catechesis  
 

Welcome  all Parishioners and Visitors of The Old Cathedral to our live stream service. During these 
trying times, it is important to maintain spiritual communion with the Lord. We would like to offer you, 

for this purpose, the opportunity to attend a live stream Mass. 
 

Live Stream Masses  
Sundays - 9:00 AM  

 
You can access the live streams through the link on our homepage at: 

www.oldcathedralstl.org 



   

 

 Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 
 

In the second reading today, Saint Peter provides one of the most beautiful, inspiring, 
and challenging definitions of what it means to be a Christian and part of the Church: 

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation. As the Easter season continues, 
Christians everywhere rejoice that the risen Christ has called us out of darkness into his 
wonderful light. We exercise our royal priesthood as a community of believers when we 

share our faith with others, inviting them to become part of God’s chosen race. 
 
This faith we share, this chosen race that unites us, is one that follows Jesus, who is 

the way and the truth and the life. It assures us that neither his story nor ours will end in death. The cross, once a 
symbol of torture, with Jesus’ holy hands nailed to it, becomes a trophy. It is a key with which Jesus unlocks for us 
the gates of heaven and gains access for us to the Father’s house, where there are many dwelling places. 
 

We are beginning our fifth week of the Easter season, and hopefully – at least in the Northern hemisphere – new life is  
beginning to burst around us in springtime fervor. Grays and browns are being replaced by greens and the subtle shades 
of other colors that will burst forth in time. Grass is beginning to grow; perennials are breaking through the dirt. Light is 
replacing darkness. Life is replacing death. 

 
As the tilting and turning of the earth toward the sun brings new life to its lands, so we can visually understand how our 
own turning of our hearts and lives to the Son brings new life to our lives and our souls. Solar energy gives the fauna and 

flora the energy to grow, to spread, and to increase in number. The Holy Spirit gives us the grace to grow, to spread the 
Good News, and to increase in number and holiness for the sake of the Kingdom.  
 

We are indeed a royal priesthood, initiated by our baptism, called out of the darkness – both metaphorically and seasonally 
– to share our faith. May we embrace our role and our hope as easily as the springtime flowers respond to the rays of the 
ever-increasing sunlight. And may God’s grace in this Eucharist nourish us as we tend to the landscape around us.  

 
This Sunday we celebrate Mother’s Day.  We thank Almighty God for the gift of our mothers and for those who serve as a 
mother in our life.  For those mothers who have died, we pray that God will give them a place of rest.  And, finally, we pray 
that we, their sons and daughters, will honor our mothers always with a spirit of profound respect and love. 

 
Blessings upon your week. 
 

-Father Smith 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

While we are unable to receive the Blessed 
Sacrament during the next several weeks, we  
encourage all parishioners to take the opportunity 
to receive the blessings bestowed upon us through 
a Spiritual Communion.  

STEPS FOR A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

• Find a quiet space 

• Begin with the Sign of the Cross 

• Read the daily readings.  

• Take time to reflect on the readings 

• Pray the Our Father Pray and the Prayer of  
 Spiritual  
 Communion (see below) 

• Conclude with the Sign of the Cross 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

Dear Jesus, really present in the Most Holy  
Eucharist, I adore you. I hunger for you; my 
soul thirsts for your Precious Blood. But since I 
cannot receive you into my body now, I pray that 
you come spiritually into my heart.  Fill it with your 
grace and your peace. May Mary my Mother, who 
received you into her heart and only then in her 
body, prepare my own heart to be a fitting dwelling 
place for you. Come, Lord Jesus. Stay with me, 
Jesus; abide with me, Jesus; remain with me, my 
dear Jesus. 

Saints Nereus 
and Achilleus 
and Saint  
Pancras (May 

12):  These two 
saints were  
martyred at the 
end of the 1st 
century.  Pope 
Saint Damasus 
(died 384) states 

that they were Praetorian soldiers who converted to 

Christianity.  Their acta (narrative of deeds) report that 
they were  beheaded during the reign of Trajan (98-117) 
on the island of Terracina.  Saint Pancras was martyred 
about 304.  His “acts” state that he was a Syrian or 
Phrygian orphan who came to Rome where he was  
converted to Christianity; he was beheaded under  
Diocletian in his fourteenth year and was buried on the 
Via Aurelia. 
 

Saint Mattias (May 14):  Saint Mattias, who died  
sometime in the 1st century, was chosen to replace  
Judas.  Mattias was qualified because he witnessed 
Jesus’  ministry and resurrection.  Saint Mattias is said 
to have suffered martyrdom either at Colchis  
(modern-day Georgia) or in Jerusalem.  He is  
mentioned in the Roman Canon (First Eucharistic  
Prayer). 
 

Saint Isidore (May 15):  Saint Isidore died in 1130.   
He was a layman whose wife, Maria de la Cabeza 
(Terribia) is also a saint.  Saint Isidore was a farm  
laborer who is associated with miracles.  He is the  
patron of Madrid, of farmers, and of rural communities. 



 

 
The Story of Our Lady of Fatima 

 
Between May 13 and October 13, 
1917, three Portuguese children–
Francisco and Jacinta Marto and 
their cousin Lucia dos Santos–
received apparitions of Our Lady at 
Cova da Iria near Fatima, a city 
110 miles north of Lisbon. Mary 
asked the children to pray the  
rosary for world peace, for the end 
of World War I, for sinners, and for 
the conversion of Russia. 

Mary gave the children three secrets. Following the deaths of Francisco and Jacinta in 
1919 and 1920 respectively, Lucia revealed the first secret in 1927. It concerned  
devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. The second secret was a vision of hell. When 
Lucia grew up she became a Carmelite nun and died in 2005 at the age of 97. 

Pope John Paul II directed the Holy See’s Secretary of State to reveal the third secret in 
2000; it spoke of a “bishop in white” who was shot by a group of soldiers who fired  
bullets and arrows into him. Many people linked this vision to the assassination attempt 
against Pope John Paul II in St. Peter’s Square on May 13, 1981. 

The feast of Our Lady of Fatima was approved by the local bishop in 1930; it was added 
to the Church’s worldwide calendar in 2002. 

 
Reflection 

 

The message of Fatima is simple: Pray. Unfortunately, some people—not  
Sister Lucia—have distorted these revelations, making them into an apocalyptic 
event for which they are now the only reliable interpreters. They have, for example, 
claimed that Mary’s request that the world be consecrated to her has been ignored. 
Sister Lucia agreed that Pope John Paul II’s public consecration in St. Peter’s 

Square on March 25, 1984, fulfilled Mary’s request. The Congregation for the  
Doctrine of the Faith prepared a June 26, 2000, document explaining the  
“third secret.” 
 
Mary is perfectly honored when people generously imitate her response “Let it be 
done to me as you say” (Luke 1:38). Mary can never be seen as a rival to Jesus or 

to the Church’s teaching authority, as exercised by the college of bishops united 
with the bishop of Rome. 

 

Source:  Franciscan Media 



   

I want to mention two things this week. 

 

First: Jesus tells us that the Father “takes away every branch in me that does not bear fruit, and everyone that does He prunes so that it will bear 

more fruit.” 

 

Notice: It’s not the dead branches that are pruned. The dead branches are simply thrown away. It’s the branches that are alive and fruitful that are 

pruned. That means less essential things are cut away in order to concentrate the growth in the most important places. That pruning makes the 

branch more fruitful. 

 

Well, what have we been learning these last two months? Some things have been pruned from our lives by external necessity. But once those exter-

nal restrictions are lifted, are there things we don’t want to go back to — things that may be good, but are less essential? 

 

God has allowed our lives to be pruned. When the external world returns to some sense of normalcy, staying pruned will require our intentional,  

deliberate cooperation. Will we rise to that challenge, making the discipline of pruning our own? 

 

Jesus says He chose us and appointed us to go and bear fruit that will remain. We need to cooperate with the Father’s pruning in order to bear the 

fruit that Jesus intends. 

 

Second: The Church observes the feast of the martyrs Sts. Nereus and Achilleus this week (May 12). On that day St. Augustine offers some  

important insights into suffering. He says: “The sufferings of Christ are not in Christ alone; yes, but the sufferings of Christ are only in Christ.” 

 

His reasoning, though poetic, sounds odd at first. How can the sufferings of Christ be only in Him, and yet not in Him alone? 

 

St. Augustine’s reasoning is rooted in the Scriptural conviction that, by baptism, we become members of the Body of Christ. Based on that belief, 

ancient Church tradition distinguished between “the unique Christ” — meaning Jesus, the head of the body alone — and “the whole Christ” — 

meaning Jesus the head, united with the members of His body. 

 

In light of that ancient understanding, St. Augustine is saying that the sufferings of the unique Christ on Calvary are not the whole story. Rather, the 

cross becomes the focal point for the sufferings of the whole Christ — His entire body — throughout all history. 

 

That means we don’t have to go it alone. Every one of our sufferings, whether large or small, can be united with the sufferings of Christ on the cross 

and put to use for the redemption of the world. So, St. Augustine says: “Each one of us in his own measure pays his debt to what may be called this  

commonwealth of ours. In proportion to our store of strength we contribute, as it were, a tax of suffering.” 

 

That insight is dear to me. It’s part of what my episcopal motto means: “Before the Cross there is no defense.” The cross is the ultimate source of 

power in the world. But it’s a paradoxical kind of power, isn’t it? It’s not the power the world expects. 

 

Jesus offers us — as members of “the whole Christ” — the chance to join Him in exercising the power of redemptive suffering. But, as with the 

pruning mentioned before, it requires our cooperation. As we look back on the last two months, do we notice any places we may have missed the 

invitation? If so let’s look ahead and try to accept the invitation more quickly and completely the next time it comes. 

Cooperating with God’s pruning allows to 
bear better fruit 
Our sufferings can be united with the  
sufferings of Christ on the Cross to help  
redeem the world 

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN 

 Mother’s Day Mini Vocal Concert 

Please join us on Mother’s Day, May 10th, immediately following the 9:00 AM Livestream 
Mass, for a special Mother’s Day Mini Vocal Concert celebrating and honoring all mothers 
and the women in our lives who have served as  

Inspirations and examples of faith and love. The concert will last approximately 15 minutes 
and feature the beautiful voices of our friends, soprano, Therese Galbraith and alto, Mary 
Serafino. 
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Commercial & Residential

(314) 487-4564

PLUMBING         COMPANYPLUMBING         COMPANY

FUNERAL HOME
2906 GRAVOIS 

772-3000
10151 GRAVOIS 

842-4458
5255 LEMAY FERRY 

894-4500

Call LPi today for advertising info 
 (800) 950-9952

RELIGIOUS GIFTS & DECOR | SCHOOL UNIFORMS | BOOKS & BIBLES 
STATUARY | NATIVITIES | CHURCH SUPPLIES | CANDLES 

SEASONAL & SACRAMENTAL GIFTS

SHOP ONLINE! catholicsupply.com

ST. LOUIS HILLS
6759 Chippewa Street

(at Jamieson, across from Ted Drewes) 

St. Louis, MO 63109
(314) 644-0643

O’FALLON, MO
2953 Hwy K

(at Hwy N, between Dierbergs and Sears) 

O’Fallon, MO 63368
(636) 379-3705

Contact Iris Mitchell to place an ad today! 
imitchell@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2495

 Retirement Apartments  Assisted Living  Skilled Nursing 
 Naomi  Veronica  Anna

For more information call Kathy at  
(314) 209-8814 or kheimburger@thesarahcommunity.org 

www.thesarahcommunity.org
The Sarah Community is professionally managed by St. Andrew’s Management Services

Enriching Lives Everyday - Quality Care with Respect, Compassion and Welcoming Hospitality

MISSOURI CANDLE  
& WAX COMPANY 

HOURS: 
 Monday - Friday 8:30am - 5pm 

(314) 241-3544 
707 Park Ave • St Louis, MO 63104

M O R E  T H A N
1 5 0  H O T E L S  I N  2 7  S T A T E S

D R U R Y H O T E L S . C O M

free Hot Breakfast
free Hot Food & Cold Beverages 

at 5:30 Kickback®

free Wi-Fi Throughout the Hotel
Swimming Pools & Whirlpools

& So Much More!


