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King of France Saint Louis 

FIRST CATHOLIC CATHEDRAL WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER  

The Old Cathedral 
209 Walnut Street Saint Louis, Missouri  63102 

 

PARISH  FOUNDED IN 1770 PRESENT CHURCH DEDICATED IN 1834 

 

The Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

June 21, 2020 



We welcome our devoted 
parishioners, neighbors who come so 

regularly, our downtown working 
people, Saint Louisans of all faiths 

and our many visitors from all over 
the world.  

Serving you in this beautiful 
Old Cathedral is a privilege. 

 

Father  Nicholas Smith  
Rector 

Director, Office of Sacred Worship 
Instructor, Kenrick -Glennon Seminary  

 
Father Charles Samson 

In Residence  
Faculty, Kenrick -Glennon Seminary  

 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Saturday Evening)  
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12 NOON, 
and 5:00 PM 

 
 

Dai ly  Masses  
Monday through Friday   
7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
SATURDAY– 7:00 AM 

 

 

Basilica of Saint Louis, King  

(popularly known as the Old Cathedral) 
 

209 Walnut Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

Phone: 314.231.3250 
Email: oldcathedral@att.net 

Website: www.oldcathedralstl.org 

 

 
Confess ions  

Daily, 11:30 AM—12:00 PM 
Saturdays, 4:30 PM—5:15 PM 

 
Marriage 

Please arrange at least six months in 
advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date or for more   
information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314.231.3250. 

 
Devot ions 

Perpetual Help Devotions:  
Tuesdays, 12:00 PM 

 

 

Sunday June 21 
8:00 AM Parish Family 
10:30 AM Louis F. Bonacorsi  
(Live Streamed) 
12:00 PM All Deceased Fathers   
5:00 PM Richard Ottensmeier  
    
Monday June 22 
7:00 AM   Patrick Duggan 
12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 
 
Tuesday June 23 
7:00 AM All First Responders 
12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 
 
Wednesday June 24 
7:00 AM  Celebrant’s Intentions 
12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions   

Thursday June 25 
7:00 AM Richard Ottensmeier  
12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  
  
Friday June 26 
7:00 AM Adolf Doerhoff  
12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  
 
Saturday June 27 
7:00 AM All First Responders 
5:30 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  
 
Sunday June 28 
8:00AM Celebrant’s Intentions  
10:30 AM Parish Family 
(Live Streamed) 
12:00 PM Patrick Duggan   
5:00 PM Richard Ottensmeier    

Weekly Giving  

 
The Old Cathedral has long been recognized as one of the most historic and beautiful churches of its 

time. 

Our parish is proud of  its more than  240 year history as a self-supporting Roman Catholic Parish. 

Your  presence, prayer and generous kindness continue to make it so.  

Your weekly envelope  donations can still be made by mail or in  person by check at the Old Cathedral 

rectory or you can set up online donations at oldcathedralstl.org.   

By uniting as a parish community and with continued prayer, we will face these challenging times 

with faith together.  

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Basilica of Saint Louis, King  

209 Walnut Avenue  

St. Louis, MO 63102 
 

Sunday, 06/14/20 
 

Visitors    $776.00 
Parish      $1642.00    
Total   $2418.00  

Readings for the week of June 21, 2020 

 

Sunday:  Jer 20:10-13/Ps 69:8-10, 14, 17, 33-35 [14c]/Rom 5:12-15/Mt 10:26-33 

Monday:  2 Kgs 17:5-8, 13-15a, 18/Ps 60:3, 4-5, 12-13 [7b]/Mt 7:1-5 

Tuesday:  2 Kgs 19:9b-11, 14-21, 31-35a, 36/Ps 48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 10-11 [cf. 9d]/Mt 7:6, 12-14 

Wednesday:      Is 49:1-6/Ps 139:1-3, 13-14, 14-15 [14a]/Acts 13:22-26/Lk 1:57-66, 80 

Thursday: 2 Kgs 24:8-17/Ps 79:1b-2, 3-5, 8, 9 [9]/Mt 7:21-29 

Friday:  2 Kgs 25:1-12/Ps 137:1-2, 3, 4-5, 6 [6ab]/Mt 8:1-4 

Saturday:  Lam 2:2, 10-14, 18-19/Ps 74:1b-2, 3-5, 6-7, 20-21 [19b]/Mt 8:5-17 

Next Sunday: 2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Ps 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19 [2a]/Rom 6:3-4, 8-11/Mt 10:37-42   
 

Observances for the week of June 21, 2020  

 

Sunday:   12th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Father’s Day  

Monday:  St. Paulinus of Nola, Bishop; Sts. John Fisher, Bishop, and Thomas More, Martyrs 

Tuesday:  Weekday in Ordinary Time  

Wednesday: The Nativity of St. John the Baptist 

Thursday: Weekday in Ordinary Time 

Friday:  Weekday in Ordinary Time  

Live Stream Mass  
 

Welcome  all Parishioners and Visitors of The Old Cathedral to our live stream service. During these 
trying times, it is important to maintain spiritual communion with the Lord. We would like to offer you, 

for this purpose, the opportunity to attend a live stream Mass. 
 

Live Stream Masses  
Sundays - 10:30 AM  

 
You can access the live streams through the link on our homepage at: 

www.oldcathedralstl.org 



   

 

 Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 
 
We spend so much time and effort being afraid. Some fear a past they cannot change or a future they can-
not predict.  Others fear what people are thinking or saying about them.  There is fear of heights, the dark, 

spiders, loneliness, etc.  But one of the constant messages of Scripture is, “fear not!” And paying attention 
to why we are not to be afraid is an exercise in spiritual maturity.   

 

Jeremiah exemplifies that today. He had good reason to fear – if not death, at least great harm to himself. 
As a prophet who lived some six centuries before Jesus, Jeremiah’s prophecy was that the Israelite’s  

careless faithlessness was to blame for their exile to Babylon, which is present-day Iraq. This idea was 
roundly rejected by his audience, and because the people despised the message, they wanted to take [their] 

vengeance on him.   

 
In the face of such evil, however, the prophet showed no fear, choosing instead to sing to the Lord, praise the Lord, for he has rescued the life of the poor 

from the power of the wicked. If only we could be so brave when our enemies gather at the gate! 

 
We can be, if we open our hearts to the words of Jesus. He tells us to fear no one and nothing. If we truly believe that God has created all things, even 

the birds of the sky and the fish in the sea, then surely he has not lost sight of us in our struggles. You are worth more than many sparrows, Jesus 

says.  For some, knowing that God has counted all the hairs on our head might be disconcerting, but for others still it offers great comfort, to know 
that God is so intimately involved with every detail of even the smallest and seemingly insignificant parts of his creation. 

 
In his Letter to the Romans, Saint Paul echoes Christ’s message of determination and confidence. For it is through Christ, who conquers sin and 

death, that we can share in his victory over not just mortal death, but the death of our own fears, faults, and failings. God’s gracious gift of the one 

man Jesus Christ is his grace overflowing for the many. The reign of death from Adam to Moses is ended and the kingdom of God and the hope of  
heaven has taken its place.   

 

We live in a world that can be hostile to the Gospel, and we all have our daily burdens and struggles. But Christ’s presence among us, God’s grace 
overflowing, is there to give us strength, courage, and fortitude. Through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, we have the ability to pray for these gifts, 

that we might stand up not only to defend the faith, but to be strong in the face of any obstacles and suffering in our life of faith.   
 

Today is the start of summer and the longest day of the year. It is an opportunity to see anew how the light of the sun, and God’s Son, can guide us 

out of the darkness of fear. As the things of the earth mature in this season, so can we mature in our spiritual life. It is the perfect occasion for us to 
walk a new path with and for the Lord, trusting in God and fearing no one.    

 
This Sunday we pause and remember Fathers, those living and deceased, and those men who are like Fathers in our life.  We pray in thanksgiving for 

the gift of these men and the profound influences they have had in our life, especially those influences of faith and commitment to the Gospel message 

of Jesus Christ.  May the Lord continue to be with them and may He grant eternal rest to those who have gone before us. 
 

Happy Father’s Day to all Fathers! 
 

Blessings upon your week. 

 
-Father Smith 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

While we are unable to receive the Blessed 
Sacrament during the next several weeks, we  
encourage all parishioners to take the opportunity to 
receive the blessings bestowed upon us through a 
Spiritual Communion.  

STEPS FOR A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

• Find a quiet space 

• Begin with the Sign of the Cross 

• Read the daily readings.  

• Take time to reflect on the readings 

• Pray the Our Father Pray and the Prayer of  
 Spiritual  
 Communion (see below) 

• Conclude with the Sign of the Cross 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

Dear Jesus, really present in the Most Holy  
Eucharist, I adore you. I hunger for you; my 
soul thirsts for your Precious Blood. But since I can-
not receive you into my body now, I pray that you 
come spiritually into my heart.  Fill it with your grace 
and your peace. May Mary my Mother, who re-
ceived you into her heart and only then in her body, 
prepare my own heart to be a fitting dwelling place 
for you. Come, Lord Jesus. Stay with me, Jesus; 
abide with me, Jesus; remain with me, my dear Je-
sus. 

The Annual Catholic Appeal  

This weekend we celebrate and honor our fathers,  
living and deceased. They are a reflection of the 
strength and steadfast love  God our Father. We share 
our gratitude for them as we look forward to returning 
to a more regular experience of our families and 
friends and a more routine schedule of activities and 
sacramental celebrations at our parish. 

You are invited once again to participate in the Annual 
Catholic Appeal by making a gift. If your circumstance 
permit and your family is blessed with good health and 
employment, please consider increasing your gift to 
make up for those who are unable to make a gift at 
this time.  
 
ACA pledge cards were mailed to all parishioners. You 
can return them by  mail or drop them in the collection 
baskets at Mass. More information can be found at 
aca.archstl.org. Your gift will help many who have 
been impacted by the Covid-19 outbreak in our archdi-
ocese. As one Body, we make sacrifices for others, 
not because they are Catholic, but because We Are 
Catholic! 



 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Joseph, guardian of Jesus and chaste husband of Mary, you passed your life in loving fulfillment of 
duty. You supported the holy family of Nazareth with the work of your hands. Kindly protect those who 
trustingly come to you. You know their aspirations, their hardships, their hopes. They look to you  
because they know you will understand and protect them. You too knew trial, labor, and weariness. But 
amid the worries of material life your soul was full of deep peace and sang out in true joy through  
intimacy with God's Son entrusted to you and with Mary, His tender Mother. Assure those you protect 
that they do not labor alone. Teach them to find Jesus near them and to watch over him faithfully as 
you have done.  

- Pope Saint John XXIII 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Saint Paulinus of Nola, Bishop (June 22):  Saint Paulinus was born in about 354 and died on June 22, 431, in Bordeaux, 
France.  He was a poet and letter-writer, and a convert to the Christian faith.  His renunciation of wealth and a senatorial 
career in favor of a Christian ascetic and philanthropic life was held up as an example by many of his contemporaries,  
including Augustine, Jerome, Martin of Tours, and Ambrose.  After his conversion he wrote to his friend and teacher, the 
poet Ausonius, affirming his friendship but insisting on the priorities of a new life.  Paulinus and his wife settled at Nola 
near Naples, where he wrote poems in honor of Saint Felix and corresponded with Christian leaders throughout the Roman 
Empire.  After his wife’s death, he became Bishop of Nola. 
 
Saint John Fisher, Bishop (June 22):  Saint John Fisher was born on October 19, 1469, and died on June 22, 1535.  A 
deeply learned man, he was described by Erasmus as “the one man at this time who is incomparable for uprightness of life, 
for learning and for greatness of soul.”  Fisher was Bishop of Rochester from 1504 to his death.  He was consistent in  
denying that King Henry VIII was head of the Church in England.  For this Fisher was convicted of treason and executed.   
 
Saint Thomas More, Martyr (June 22):  Saint Thomas More was born on February 7, 1478, and died on July 6, 1535.  
More was honored by Erasmus in the dedication to his book The Praise of Folly (1511).  King Henry VIII’s chancellor, More 

nevertheless held the same conviction as Saint John Fisher regarding the King’s presumption (head of the Church in  
England), and met with a similar fate.  The play and film A Man for All Seasons dramatized More’s life and death. 
 
The Nativity of Saint John the Baptist (June 24):  This feast, dating from the 4th century in both the East and West, 
came to be celebrated, in accord with Luke 1:36, six months before the Lord’s birth.  Quoting John 3:30, Saint Augustine 
found this date (near the summer solstice) appropriate for, after the birth of Saint John the Baptist, daylight begin to grow 
shorter, whereas with Jesus’ birth, it begins to increase. 
 
All you Saints of God, pray for us. 



We celebrate the birth of St. John the Baptist this week. It’s one of only three birthdays in the Church calendar: Jesus  

(Dec. 25), Mary (Sept. 8), and John the Baptist (June 24). Why? 

 

We believe these three people were born without original sin: Jesus, because He was God made man; Mary, because she 

was immaculately conceived; John the Baptist, because he was sanctified in his mother’s womb by the Holy Spirit. 

 

This belief about John — which is attested at least as early as St. Athanasius in the 300s — is rooted in what the angel tells 

Zechariah: “He will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb.” We see the fruit of this when John  

performs his first prophetic act — leaping in the presence of Jesus while still in the womb. As baptism cleanses us from 

original sin after we’re born, so the Spirit purified John for his prophetic mission while he was still in the womb. Fittingly, 

many of the readings for the feast — from Isaiah, Jeremiah, Psalm 71, Psalm 139, and Luke 1 — speak of being called by 

God in the womb. 

 

One of the key challenges of John’s ministry was: “Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance.” Don’t just say you 

repent; make sure your deeds match your words. Interestingly, that’s a major theme of the Gospel readings this week. 

 

Jesus is finishing the Sermon on the Mount. He closes with two warnings that we will be judged on our deeds, not our 

words: “Not everyone who says to me ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the Kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will 

of my Father,” and “Anyone who listens to these words of mine but does not act on them will be like a fool who built his 

house on sand.” 

 

So what’s the next thing Jesus does? He follows the Sermon on the Mount with two full chapters of deeds! He’s been  

telling the people who He is. Now His deeds confirm His words. 

 

This is exactly the guidance St. Gregory of Nyssa gives us: “If we are not to lie when we call ourselves Christians, we must 

bear witness to it by our way of living.” 

 

These past several months have given us an example that’s worth pondering. Individually, the coronavirus didn’t present 

a major threat to most people. But, as a society, we believed in the value of protecting the lives of the vulnerable. We didn’t 

just express that belief in words. We coordinated a series of protective actions on a massive scale: social distancing, limited 

gatherings, wearing masks and so on. Our actions showed what we believe. 

 

That example can both challenge and encourage us with respect to our faith. We say we believe in God. Do our actions 

reflect our beliefs — for example, do we set aside time for God even when it’s inconvenient? We say we believe in the  

value of unborn life. Do our actions reflect our beliefs — for example, do we set aside resources to make sure pregnant 

mothers can care for themselves and their babies? 

 

We mobilized society on a massive scale these past three months. We believed we should protect the vulnerable, even if it 

cost us something. It was a worthy cause! It makes me wonder: What other worthy causes are awaiting our mobilization? 

How do we put our faith into our  
actions? 
Following our actions on the pandemic, 
other issues await our mobilization for 
our actions to match our beliefs 

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN 
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