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209 Walnut Street Saint Louis, Missouri  63102 
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The Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

June 28, 2020 



We welcome our devoted 
parishioners, neighbors who come so 

regularly, our downtown working 
people, Saint Louisans of all faiths 

and our many visitors from all over 
the world.  

Serving you in this beautiful 
Old Cathedral is a privilege. 

 

Father  Nicholas Smith  
Rector 

Director, Office of Sacred Worship 
Instructor, Kenrick -Glennon Seminary  

 
Father Charles Samson 

In Residence  
Faculty, Kenrick -Glennon Seminary  

 

 

Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Saturday Evening)  
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12 NOON, 
and 5:00 PM 

 
 

Dai ly  Masses  
Monday through Friday   
7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
SATURDAY– 7:00 AM 

 

 

Basilica of Saint Louis, King  

(popularly known as the Old Cathedral) 
 

209 Walnut Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

Phone: 314.231.3250 
Email: oldcathedral@att.net 

Website: www.oldcathedralstl.org 

 

 
Confess ions  

Daily, 11:30 AM—12:00 PM 
Saturdays, 4:30 PM—5:15 PM 

 
Marriage 

Please arrange at least six months in 
advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date or for more   
information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314.231.3250. 

 
Devot ions 

Perpetual Help Devotions:  
Tuesdays, 12:00 PM 

 

 

Sunday June 28 
8:00AM Celebrant’s Intentions  
10:30 AM Parish Family 
(Live Streamed) 
12:00 PM Patrick Duggan   
5:00 PM Richard Ottensmeier    
    
Monday June 29 
7:00 AM   Lynn Hanquist 
12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 
 
Tuesday June 30 
7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intentions  
12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 
 
Wednesday July 1 
7:00 AM  Celebrant’s Intentions 
12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions   

Thursday July 2 
7:00 AM Lynn Hanquist  
12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  
  
Friday July 3 
7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intentions  
12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  
 
Saturday July 4 
7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intentions  
 
Sunday July 5 
8:00 AM Parish Family 
10:30 AM Celebrant’s Intentions  
(Live Streamed) 
12:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  
5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  
 

Weekly Giving  

 
The Old Cathedral has long been recognized as one of the most historic and beautiful churches of its 

time. 

Our parish is proud of  its more than  240 year history as a self-supporting Roman Catholic Parish. 

Your  presence, prayer and generous kindness continue to make it so.  

Your weekly envelope  donations can still be made by mail or in  person by check at the Old Cathedral 

rectory or you can set up online donations at oldcathedralstl.org.   

By uniting as a parish community and with continued prayer, we will face these challenging times 

with faith together.  

Thank you for your continued support. 
 

Basilica of Saint Louis, King  

209 Walnut Avenue  

St. Louis, MO 63102 
 

Sunday, 06/21/20 
 

Visitors    $578.00 
Parish      $1276.00    
Total   $1854.00  

Readings for the week of June 28, 2020 

 

Sunday:  2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a/Ps 89:2-3, 16-17, 18-19 [2a]/Rom 6:3-4, 8-11/Mt 10:37-42     

Monday:  Acts 12:1-11/Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 8-9 [5b]/2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18/Mt 16:13-19 

Tuesday:  Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12/Ps 5:4b-6a, 6b-7, 8 [9a]/Mt 8:23-27 

Wednesday: Am 5:14-15, 21-24/Ps 50:7, 8-9, 10-11, 12-13, 16bc-17 [23b]/Mt 8:28-34 

Thursday:  Am 7:10-17/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10cd]/Mt 9:1-8 

Friday:  Eph 2:19-22/Ps 117:1bc, 2 [Mk 16:15]/Jn 20:24-29 

Saturday:  Am 9:11-15/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [cf. 9b]/Mt 9:14-17 

Next Sunday: Zec 9:9-10/Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-11, 13-14 [cf. 1]/Rom 8:9, 11-13/Mt 11:25-30 

 

Observances for the week of June 28, 2020 

 

Sunday:  13th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Monday:  Sts. Peter and Paul, Apostles 

Tuesday:  The First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church  

Wednesday: St. Junípero Serra, Priest 

Thursday:  Weekday in Ordinary Time  

Friday:  St. Thomas, Apostle 

Saturday:  Independence Day 

Next Sunday: 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time; Independence Day 

Live Stream Mass  
 

Welcome  all Parishioners and Visitors of The Old Cathedral to our live stream service. During these 
trying times, it is important to maintain spiritual communion with the Lord. We would like to offer you, 

for this purpose, the opportunity to attend a live stream Mass. 
 

Live Stream Mass 
Sundays - 10:30 AM  

 
You can access the live streams through the link on our homepage at: 

www.oldcathedralstl.org 



   

 

 Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 
 
Today we hear part of Jesus’ very candid teaching on the importance and  

demands of discipleship. As he sends the Apostles out to preach, he reminds 
them that they can expect hardship and a variety of responses to their  
preaching. Yet they are not to be afraid of whatever might happen, for they will 
never be without his care and love. 
 
What Jesus is saying is that we must be “all-in” in our response to him. If we 

think about it, it makes perfect sense: whatever one invests the most of oneself in, brings the greatest return. 

Therefore, those who invest in their relationship with Christ will receive a prophet’s rewards. Like a frame that 
gives definition, strength, and shape to a building, discipleship gives the same to our lives. But we must choose 
that frame – God will never impose it. 
 
Today we hear about the woman from Shunem who sought to serve God by assisting his servant. Her generosity 
did not go unnoticed, but rather is rewarded with her deepest wish – a child. 
 

Paul reminds us that we are each baptized in Christ – called by God just as the woman from Shunem was called 
by Elisha and the disciples were called by Jesus. That call emanating from the very heart of God to follow Jesus 
and to take up our cross is at the heart of our baptismal identity.  
 
Today we are challenged to reflect on how we have accepted this call. If we are indeed serious about our  
relationship with Christ, then we will be open to allowing it to grow and deepen. 

 
Making the choice to follow Jesus, and then living it fully, is difficult and challenging – even Jesus acknowledges 
this. But there is reward. When we put God first, when we serve God before all else, we are promised eternal life 
with him. Let that promise inspire and strengthen our commitment to be faithful as God is always faithful. And 
may the grace of the Eucharist be the frame upon which we build our lives. 
 
Blessing upon your week!  Stay safe! 

 
-Father Smith 
 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

For our parishioners and visitors who are unable to 
attend Mass during the COVID-19 pandemic, we 
courage you to take the opportunity to receive the 
blessings bestowed upon us through making an Act 
of Spiritual Communion.  The prayer below should be 
prayed during Communion time while viewing the 
10:30 AM Live-Streamed Mass. 
 

STEPS FOR A SPIRITUAL COMMUNION  

• Find a quiet space 

• Begin with the Sign of the Cross 

• Read the daily readings.  

• Take time to reflect on the readings 

• Pray the Our Father Pray and the Prayer of  
 Spiritual Communion (see below) 

• Conclude with the Sign of the Cross 
 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 
 

Dear Jesus, really present in the Most Holy  
Eucharist, I adore you. I hunger for you; my 
soul thirsts for your Precious Blood. But since I  
cannot receive you into my body now, I pray that you 
come spiritually into my heart.  Fill it with your grace 
and your peace. May Mary my Mother, who received 
you into her heart and only then in her body, prepare 
my own heart to be a fitting dwelling place for you. 
Come, Lord Jesus. Stay with me, Jesus; abide with 
me, Jesus; remain with me, my dear Jesus. 

Month of the Precious Blood 

The month of July is dedicated to the 
Precious Blood. The feast of the  
Precious Blood of our Lord was  
instituted in 1849 by Pius IX, but the 
devotion is as old as Christianity. The 
early Fathers say that the Church 
was born from the pierced side of 

Christ, and that the sacraments were brought forth through 
His Blood. 

"The Precious Blood which we worship is the Blood which 
the Savior shed for us on Calvary and reassumed at His 
glorious Resurrection; it is the Blood which courses through 
the veins of His risen, glorified, living body at the right hand 
of God the Father in heaven; it is the Blood made present 
on our altars by the words of Consecration; it is the Blood 
which merited sanctifying grace for us and through it wash-
es and beautifies our soul and inaugurates the beginning of 
eternal life in it." 
 

Collect from the Roman Missal 
 

O God, who by the Precious Blood of your Only  
Begotten Son 
have redeemed the whole world, 
preserve in us the work of your mercy, 
so that, ever honoring the mystery of our salvation, 
we may merit to obtain its fruits. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 



 

  

Mass Guidelines effective June 22 

 
Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 

Archbishop Carlson has communicated to pastors that beginning on Monday, June 22, all Catholics in the Archdiocese of Saint 
Louis should continue to be mindful of the social distancing and other requirements recommended by health officials. Here are 

some important points to keep in mind: 
 

Masks will still be required to enter a parish within the Archdiocese of 
Saint Louis. The use of masks throughout Mass with the exception of 

receiving Holy Communion will continue at the Old Cathedral. 

On June 22, Holy Communion can now be offered in the hand or on 
the tongue. It is strongly recommended that parishioners receive 

Holy Communion in the hand; however, parishioners and visitors who 
still wish to receive Holy Communion on the tongue must receive 

from one of the priests distributing Communion. 

In order to be mindful of the social distancing requirement, Holy 
Communion will continue to be distributed after the conclusion of 

Mass. Parishioners and visitors will still be required to exit the church 
through the side back doors immediately after receiving Holy 

Communion. 
 

The hours during which the Old Cathedral is open will now be changed.   
 The Old Cathedral will be open from: 

 
 6:45 AM to 2:00 PM on Monday-Friday 

6:45 AM to 6:30 PM on Saturday 
7:30 AM to 6:00 PM on Sunday 

 
 

Saints Peter and Paul, Apostles (June 29):  Peter is the fisherman who had no  
sophistication whatever; Paul, on the other hand, was a Pharisee who had studied with  
Gamaliel.  Both, however, experienced transformation. 
 
Peter, who was as faithful to Jesus as he could be, faltered at the time of Jesus’ arrest;  
nevertheless, with the Pentecost experience, Peter found himself able to witness to Jesus’  

resurrection.  We understand that his apostolic exploits led him to Rome, where he exercised 
leadership equivalent to that of a “bishop” of Rome; he was put to death in the midst of the 
grandiosities of Emperor Nero. 

 
Paul, zealous for the faith of his ancestors, had his transformative experience as he persecuted followers of the new “Way”; blinded, 
he recovered his sight and began to see that Jesus is the fulfillment of the yearnings of the people of Israel. 
 

The readings for the feast day include the miraculous deliverance of Peter from imprisonment in Jerusalem; Paul’s proclamation, in 
Second Timothy, that he has “fought the good fight…finished the race…keep the faith”; and the passage of Matthew which has 
been traditionally invoked for the sake of asserting the primacy of Peter among the apostles. 
 
At first glance, Saints Peter and Paul might appear as having very little in common, but if we look at their lives, it is their faith in 
Jesus that unites them.  It is also their martyrdom in Rome which unites them in their witness to Jesus 
 

First Martyrs of the Holy Roman Church (June 30):  Amid Emperor Nero’s cruelties there were not only the prominent martyrs 
Peter and Paul, but also innumerable unnamed Christians.  Pope Clement I and the historian Tacitus have reported on Nero’s 
scapegoating of Christians with the great fire which broke out in Rome in A.D. 64.  According to Tacitus:  “Covered with the skins 
of beasts, they were torn by dogs and perished, or were nailed to crosses, or were doomed to the flames and burnt, to serve as a 
nightly illumination, when daylight had expired.” 
 
Saint Junipero Serra, Priest, Religious, Missionary (July 1):  Saint Junipero Serra (November 24, 1713 – August 28, 1784)  

displayed great energy and singleness of purpose in his establishment of the California missions for the conversion of native  
peoples.  In our days, criticism of his methods has surfaced, with many Native Americans questioning what might be seen as an 
imposition of Christianity upon their ancestors.  His canonization process included interventions by historians who have held that 
Father Serra was favorably disposed toward Native Americans. Pope Francis canonized him at the Shrine of the Immaculate  
Conception in Washington, DC, in September 2015; this was the first canonization held in the United States. 
 
Saint Thomas, Apostle (July 3):  His doubting gave way to faith when he saw the risen Lord.  Saint Thomas is associated with 

founding the Church in south India; is mentioned in the Roman Canon (Eucharistic Prayer I); is the patron of builders, India, and 
Pakasitan.  

All you Saints of God, pray for us. 



Where’s your citizenship? 

 

For most of us, it’s in the United States. And thankfully so! Sure, our country is imperfect, but we receive abundant blessings by being its 

citizens. 

 

Still, we hear a number of things from the readings this week to suggest that something deeper should be the case as well. 

 

For example, we hear a series of readings from the prophet Amos. He was a shepherd in the Southern Kingdom of Judah. He was sent 

by God to preach to the Northern Kingdom of Israel in a time of great material prosperity, but equally great moral decay. 

 

Amos was not welcomed with open arms! But he made something clear: His deepest allegiance wasn’t to his occupation — he had left 

that behind. It wasn’t to his own land — he had left that behind. It wasn’t to any human approval — he was rejected by the North, but 

preached anyway. His deepest allegiance was to the word of God. The other things were truly part of him: he was a shepherd, he was 

from Judah, he wanted people to accept his message. But his allegiance to the word of God was deeper than any of those, and gave him 

a greater freedom than any of them. 

 

We also celebrate Sts. Peter and Paul this week (June 29). Peter was a member of the Jewish people. Paul was not only a member of the 

Jewish people but also a Roman citizen. For each of them, however, as for Amos, there was a deeper truth and a deeper allegiance. The 

deeper truth was their relationship with Jesus Christ. Their allegiance to him gave them a greater dignity and a deeper freedom than 

anything else. 

 

As we celebrate our country, and look to the upcoming elections, Amos and Peter and Paul offer us a challenge: Our deepest loyalty 

should not be to any political party but to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Of course we can also belong to and advocate for political parties. 

Amos didn’t stop being from Judah; Peter didn’t stop belonging to the Jewish people; Paul didn’t stop being a Roman citizen. We don’t 

have to stop belonging to political parties. But if there’s a conflict between the Gospel and our political party our deepest loyalties need 

to become clear. 

 

Let me suggest that if and when there’s a conflict we have three options: 1) Leave the party. 2) Stay, and push for change within the  

party. 3) Create an alternative that’s more acceptable. 

 

Can change really happen? I think it can. Many years ago the state of catechesis in the Church was dismal. But a group of people who 

grew up under those circumstances decided to make a difference. They weren’t content just to complain about the problem. They dug 

deep and challenged the status quo with creative and alternative solutions. Their efforts created a new landscape for catechesis:  

Christopher West and the Theology of the Body Institute; Jeff Cavins and the Great Adventure Bible Timeline; Curtis Martin and the 

Fellowship of Catholic University Students; Tim Gray and the Augustine Institute with its offshoot, formed.org; Matthew Pinto and  

Ascension Press. There are many others. 

 

The point is, there was a need for new wine and new wineskins, and a whole generation of catechetical leaders rose up to fill the need. 

There’s no reason the same thing couldn’t happen to the political status quo. 

 

So I want to issue two calls. First, to the Young Church: If you’re dissatisfied with the political options available to you, exercise your 

determination and creativity! Create new wineskins. Second, to the Mature Church: I ask you to pray for this renewal. Lend it your  

encouragement, your wisdom, and your patience. 

 

As we celebrate our country — and rightly so! — let’s think about how to bring it the new and deeper life we have in Christ. 

Our deepest loyalty should be to the 
Gospel 
When our political affiliations conflict 
with Gospel values, it’s up to us to find 
creative solutions 
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