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Sunday Masses  
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Dai ly  Masses  
Monday through Friday   
7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
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Basilica of Saint Louis, King  

(popularly known as the Old Cathedral) 
 

209 Walnut Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

Phone: 314.231.3250 
Email: oldcathedral@att.net 

Website: www.oldcathedralstl.org 

 

 
Confess ions  

Daily, 11:30 AM—12:00 PM 
Saturdays, 4:30 PM—5:15 PM 

 
Marriage 

Please arrange at least six months in 
advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date or for more   
information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314.231.3250. 

 
Devot ions 

Perpetual Help Devotions:  
Tuesdays, 12:00 PM 

 

 

Sunday November 22 
8:00 AM James Thomas 
10:30 AM Parish Family   
 (Live Streamed) 
12:00 PM Carlo Thomas  
5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  
 
Monday November 23 
7:00 AM   Gustavo Lamuedra 
12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions 
  
Tuesday November 24 
7:00 AM Eugene Buckley   
12:10 PM All Souls in Purgatory  
 
Wednesday November 25 
7:00 AM  Celebrant’s Intentions   
12:10 PM Richard Brown Family  

Thursday November 26 
Thanksgiving Day  
8:00 AM Captain J. Curran Streckfus  
 
Friday November 27  
7:00 AM Mary McNamara   
 
 Saturday November 28 
7:00 AM All Souls in Purgatory   
5:30 PM Elena Actis de Pedra 
 
Sunday November 29 
8:00 AM Parish Family  
10:30 AM Joe & Dorothy Wondolowski  
  (Live Streamed) 
12:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  
5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  
   

Weekly Giving  
 

The Old Cathedral has long been  

recognized as one of the most historic and  

beautiful churches of its time. 

Our parish is proud of  its more than  240 

year history as a self-supporting Roman 

Catholic Parish. Your  presence, prayer and 

             generous kindness continue to make it so.  

 

Your weekly envelope  donations can still be made by mail or in  person by check at the 

Old Cathedral rectory or you can set up online donations at oldcathedralstl.org.   

By uniting as a parish community and with continued prayer, we will face these  

challenging times with faith together.  

 

Sunday, 11/15/20 
 
 

Online Donations $490.00 
Sunday Collection  $2325.00 
Total      $2815.00 
 
  

Readings for the week of November 22, 2020 
 

Sunday:  Ez 34:11-12, 15-17/Ps 23:1-2, 2-3, 5-6 [1]/1 Cor 15:20-26, 28/Mt 25:31-46  

Monday:  Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5/Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-4ab, 5-6 [cf. 6]/Lk 21:1-4 

Tuesday:  Rv 14:14-19/Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13 [13b]/Lk 21:5-11 

Wednesday: Rv 15:1-4/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 7-8, 9 [Rev 15:3b]/Lk 21:12-19 

Thursday: Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; 19:1-3, 9a/Ps 100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5 [Rev 19:9a]/Lk 21:20-28 

Friday:  Rv 20:1-4, 11—21:2/Ps 84:3, 4, 5-6a and 8a [Rev 21:3b]/Lk 21:29-33 

Saturday:  Rv 22:1-7/Ps 95:1-2, 3-5, 6-7ab [1 Cor 16:22b]/Lk 21:34-36 

Next Sunday: Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37 

 

Observances for the week of November 22, 2020 
 

Sunday:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

Monday:  St. Clement I, Pope and Martyr; St. Columban, Abbot; Blessed Miguel Agustín  

   Pro, Priest and Martyr 

Tuesday:   St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc, Priest, and Companions, Martyrs 

Wednesday: St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin and Martyr 

Thursday: Thanksgiving Day 

Friday:  Weekday in Ordinary Time  

Saturday:  Weekday in Ordinary Time  

Next Sunday: 1st Sunday of Advent 

INTRODUCING THE NEW LIVE STREAM MASS  
We are excited to announce that, thanks to a generous donation, we have improved the 

sound and quality of the video for our 10:30 AM Sunday live stream Mass.  
Please join us.  

You can access the live streams through the link on our homepage at:  
www.oldcathedralstl.org 

HOLIDAY MASS SCHEDULE PLEASE NOTE: There is only ONE Mass on Thanksgiving 
Day at 8:00 AM and One Mass on Friday at 7:00 AM  



   

 

 Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 

 

Today is the Solemnity of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, King of the  
Universe. This is a grand and mighty title given to our Lord, as we 

acknowledge that he is King of Heaven and Earth. Jesus, however, 

does not call on us to treat him like royalty. Instead, he commands 

that we pay homage to him by caring for his people. The Gospel is 

clear: Feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, care for the sick, 

visit the imprisoned, clothe the naked, welcome the stranger. Jesus plainly tells us that by doing 
for others, we are doing for Jesus himself. Conversely, when we fail to care for another and his or 

her needs, we fail to care for Jesus. All who have answered Christ’s call of discipleship, and who 

love and care for others, will inherit the Kingdom he has prepared for us. 

 

There is an abundance of wisdom in the readings the Church has chosen for this special day. 

Surely, it is no accident that on the same day that we honor Jesus as King, he is also referred to 
as shepherd. One title appears grand and mighty. The other seems humble and unassuming, but 

both are integrally tied to the meaning of this feast. For in coming to inaugurate and reign over 

the Kingdom, Christ also came in perfect humility. It is a humility that demands the same of us, 

in a holistic attitude that serves as an antidote to secularism (Cf., Pope Pius XI, Quas primas 

[Encyclical], promulgated December 11, 1925, which introduced the feast).   

 
It is a powerful image in today’s Gospel as Jesus sits on his glorious throne surrounded by his  

angels, with the nations assembled before him waiting to be judged. It is clear that those sheep 

who have listened to his voice will be welcomed fully into the Kingdom, for they will have been  

living in the Kingdom on earth. The goats, however, will be left aside, having not heeded the  

simple commands of their shepherd.  

 
If we are gathered here today, it means that we, however well or imperfectly, hear and are  

listening to our Shepherd’s voice. By the way we cooperate with God’s grace, we can continue 

what we are doing, we can begin again, or we can do more to listen and obey his word, and help 

to bring about the Kingdom here and now. 

 
Blessings upon your week.  Stay safe!! 

 

-Father Smith 
 

 

The 1849 Cholera Epidemic 
Bryan Buer, Old Cathedral historian  

 
  

 The coronavirus pandemic has swept across the globe affecting mil-
lions.  For the Basilica of St. Louis, the King, this is not the first calamity 
it has endured of this nature.  The walls of this archaic church are  
ingrained with the memory of a different scourge that gripped St. Louis 
171 years ago. 
 
 There were once two islands on the Mississippi River near St. Louis.  
The island north of town, Bloody Island, got its name because of many 
duels.  The island south of town, Arsenal Island, was located next to the 
Federal Arsenal.  However, due to an epidemic of cholera in 1849, the 
island earned a new name: Quarantine Island.  Doctors were stationed in temporary buildings on the island to stop 
steamboats from entering into the city.  The travelers quarantined on the island before they were allowed to enter the 
city. 
 
 Located among the most congested districts in St. Louis, the Old Cathedral experienced the most severe of the  
outbreak.  The peak of the outbreak was between the end of April and beginning of August.  Within five months one-
tenth of the population would succumb to Cholera.  The situation became so dire that on June 2, 1849 the Mayor of St. 
Louis, James G. Barry delegated a day of fasting and prayer.  The records of the Old cathedral reveal that 3,268  
parishioners perished from the epidemic.   
 
 During the ominous chapters of our past the Old Cathedral has endured as a cherished symbol of faith.  Today we 
can continue to use it to persevere through these trying times. 



 

 Saint Clement I, pope, martyr (November 23):  Saint 
Clement I (died 99), also known as Saint Clement of 
Rome, is listed by Irenaeus and Tertullian as Bishop of 

Rome, holding office from 92 to his death in 99.  He is 
considered to be the first Apostolic Father of the 
Church. 
 Few details are known about Clement’s life.   
According to Tertullian, Clement was consecrated by 
Saint Peter, and Clement is known to have been a lead-
ing member of the church in Rome in the late 1st century.  Early church lists place him as 

the second or third bishop of Rome after Saint Peter. 
 He asserted the authority of the presbyters as rulers of the church on the ground that the Apostles had appointed such.  His 
letters, which is one of the oldest extant Christian documents outside of the New Testament, was read in church, along with the 
epistles, some of which later became part of the Christian canon. 
 In the legendary Clementine Literature, Clement is the intermediary through whom the apostles teach the church.  According 
to tradition, Clement was imprisoned under the Emperor Trajan; during this time he is recorded to have led a ministry among  
fellow prisoners.  Thereafter, he was executed by being tied to an anchor and thrown into the sea.  Clement is recognized as a saint 

in many Christian churches and is considered a patron saint of mariners. 
 

Saint Columban, abbot, missionary (November 23):  Saint Columban, 543 – November 21, 615, was 
an Irish missionary notable for founding a number of monasteries on the European continent from 
around 590 in the Frankish and Lombard kingdoms, most notably Luxeuil Abbey in present-day 
France, and Bobbio Abbey in present-day Italy. 

 He is remembered as an exemplar of Irish missionary activity in early medieval Europe.  He taught 
a Celtic monastic rule and Celtic penitential practices for those repenting of sins, which emphasized 
private confession to a priest, followed by penances levied by the priest in reparation for their sins.  He 
is one of the earliest identifiable Hiberno-Latin writers. 

 
Blessed Miguel Augustin Pro, priest, religious, martyr (November 23):  Jose Ramon Miguel Augustin Pro Juarez, also known as 
Blessed Miguel Pro (born January 13, 1891 – executed on November 23, 1927) was a Mexican Jesuit priest  

executed under the presidency of Plutarco Elian Calles on trumped-up charges of bombing and attempted  
assassination of former Mexican President Alvaro Obregon. 
 Pro’s arrest, as well as the lack of a trial and evidential support, gained prominence during the Cristero 
War.  Known for his religious piety and innocence, he was beatified by Saint John Paul II as a Catholic martyr in 
odium fidei, based on hatred for the faith, on September 25, 1988. 
 

Saint Andrew Dung-Lac, priest, martyr, and Companions, martyrs (November 24):  Saint Andrew  
Dung-Lac, 1795 – December 21, 1839, was a Vietnamese priest executed by beheading in the reign of Minh 

Mang.  He was born Tran An Dung in 1795, taking the name Andrew at his 
baptism (Anre Dung) and was ordained a priest in 1823. 
 During persecution, Andrew Dung changed his name to Lac to avoid  
capture, and thus is memorialized as Andrew Dung-Lac (Anre Dung Lac).  His 
memorial is November 24; this memorial celebrates all of the Vietnamese martyrs of the 17th, 

18th, and 19th centuries (1625-1886). 
 
Saint Catherine of Alexandria, virgin, martyr (November 25):  Saint Catherine of Alexandria, 
also known as Saint Catherine of the Wheel and The Great Martyr Saint Catherine, was martyred 

in the early 4th century at the hands of the pagan emperor Maxentius. 
 According to her hagiography, she was both a princess and a noted scholar, who became a Christian around 
the age of fourteen and converted hundreds of people to Christianity.  Over 1,100 years following her martyrdom, 

Saint Joan of Arc identified Catherine as one of the saints who appeared to her and counseled her. 
 The Orthodox Church venerates her as a Great Martyr.  In the Catholic   Church she is traditionally revered 
as one of the Fourteen Holy Helpers.  
 
Thanksgiving Day (November 26):  Thanksgiving Day is a holiday celebrated in the United States on the fourth 
Thursday in November.  It has been celebrated as a federal holiday every year since 1863, when, during the Civil 
War, President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a national day of “Thanksgiving and Praise to our beneficent Father 

who dwelleth in the Heavens,” to be celebrated on the last Thursday in  
November.  It was fixed as the fourth Thursday in November during the 
administration of Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
 Thanksgiving was also celebrated nationally in 1789, after a proclamation by George 
Washington.  As a federal and public holiday in the United States, Thanksgiving is one of the 
major holidays of the year.  Together with Christmas and New Year, Thanksgiving is part of 
the broader holiday season. 

 The event that Americans commonly call the “First Thanksgiving” was celebrated by the 
Pilgrims after their first harvest in the New World in 1621.  This feast lasted three days, and 
it was attended by 90 Native Americans (as accounted by attendee Edward Winslow) and 53 

Pilgrims. 
 The New England colonists were accustomed to regularly celebrating “thanksgivings”—days of prayer thanking God for  
blessings such as military victory or the end of a drought. 

 
All you holy men and women, Saints of God, pray for us. 



 
The world’s longings are abidingly 
fulfilled in the Eucharist 
It’s no accident that the Greek word 
for thanksgiving is ‘eucharist’ 

Archbishop  

Mitchell T. Rozanski  

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

We celebrate Thanksgiving this week. I have much to give thanks for — my assignment to the Archdiocese of St. Louis, the welcome you’ve  

given me, getting to know the priests and people here and our ability to walk into hard times together with the strength the Lord Jesus gives us. 

I wonder, as we celebrate Thanksgiving this year, if we might notice and ponder something together. The world today seems to be more and 

more frantic in its attempt to find meaning, and simultaneously less and less capable of finding it. For example, people rushed ahead to  

Halloween and then rushed ahead to Thanksgiving. Now, as soon as Thanksgiving is over, they’ll rush ahead to Christmas — watch the  

Christmas lights go up this weekend. There’s certainly something beautiful in them! But there’s something sad, too — an inability to wait or find 

meaning in the ordinary time between holidays. 

It’s as though people are seeking a celebration that will satisfy their search for meaning. But then, finding no lasting satisfaction, they rush ahead 

to the next, hoping to find it there. With the increase in “nones” (people expressing no religious affiliation), and the decrease in religious  

attendance, there seems to be an increase in this quiet desperation. 

Do we have a remedy for that? My brother and sisters, we do! 

The truth and effectiveness of the remedy is contained, like a seed, in people’s experience of Thanksgiving. People arrange their schedules 

around Thanksgiving, and prepare for it. It can be a bit hectic. But in the midst of the celebration there comes — invariably — a moment of peace 

and connection that leaves us refreshed, that makes it worthwhile, that inspires us to do it all over again next year. 

That moment of peace and connection — that’s what people are after. It’s a little taste of God’s presence. And people think, in their heart of 

hearts: “I wish I could have this every week.” 

Faith speaks there, and tells us: we can! 

It’s no accident that the Greek word for thanksgiving is “eucharist.” We hear the word three times in the readings for Thanksgiving Day.  

In 1 Corinthians 1: “I give thanks (eucharisto) to my God always on your account.” In 1 Thessalonians 5: “In all circumstances, give thanks 

(eucharisteite).” And in Luke 17: “One of them, realizing he had been healed, returned, glorifying God in a loud voice; and he fell at the feet of 

Jesus and thanked Him (euchariston).” 

Faith calls us to place the Eucharist at the center of our lives — to arrange our schedule around it, and prepare for it. It can be a bit hectic. But 

when we do so we experience the fruit of the Eucharist — a peace that comes to us because of our union with the Lord, and a connection with 

each other because of our union in Him. That’s a taste — literally — of God’s presence. And it gives us a certain peace and stability. We don’t 

need to rush off to the next thing, because we’ve found the meaning of life. God abides with us. We just need to make an effort to abide with 

Him. 

The world’s rushing off to the next thing actually expresses a deep spiritual longing — a longing that can’t be fulfilled by any earthly celebration. 

That longing is more deeply, perfectly and abidingly fulfilled in the Eucharist. If we would live our weekly (and sometimes daily) Eucharist well 

— and not be afraid to speak openly about the refreshment and peace it gives us — we could offer the deepest possible remedy for the world’s 

deepest need. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving! 

ARCHBISHOP’S COLUMN 

The priests and staff of the Old Cathedral wish you and your family a 
blessed and happy Thanksgiving. 

 

We are grateful for our parishioners and visitors who make our beautiful, 
historic cathedral a treasured and sacred  

landmark.  
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