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Sunday Masses  
5:30 PM (Saturday Evening)  
8:00 AM, 10:30 AM, 12 NOON, 
and 5:00 PM 

 
 

Dai ly  Masses  
Monday through Friday   
7:00 AM and 12:10 PM 
SATURDAY– 7:00 AM 

 

 

Basilica of Saint Louis, King  

(popularly known as the Old Cathedral) 
 

209 Walnut Street 
St. Louis, Missouri 63102 

Phone: 314.231.3250 
Email: oldcathedral@att.net 

Website: www.oldcathedralstl.org 

 

 
Confess ions  

Daily, 11:30 AM—12:00 PM 
Saturdays, 4:30 PM—5:15 PM 

 
Marriage 

Please arrange at least six months in 
advance of the desired date. 
To reserve a date or for more   
information, please contact  
Tracy Marklein at 314.231.3250. 

 
Devot ions 

Perpetual Help Devotions:  
Tuesdays, 12:00 PM 

 

 

 
Sunday November 29 
8:00 AM Parish Family  
10:30 AM Joe & Dorothy Wondolowski  
  (Live Streamed) 
12:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  
5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  
 
Monday November 30 
7:00 AM   Pol Hernandez 
12:10 PM Kathleen, Anna & John Lata 
  
Tuesday December 1 
7:00 AM James Thomas  
12:10 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  
 
Wednesday December 2 
7:00 AM  Rebecca Hernandez  
12:10 PM Deborah Wondolowski  
 
 
 

 
Thursday December 3 
7:00 AM Mary McNamara  
12:10 PM Marie Kricho  
 
Friday December 4 
7:00 AM Celebrant’s Intentions  
12:10 PM Carlo Thomas 
 
 Saturday December 5 
7:00 AM Ryan Marten  
5:30 PM Elena Actis de Pedra 
 
Sunday December 6 
8:00 AM Charles R. Chernick, Sr.  
10:30 AM Parish Family   
 (Live Streamed) 
12:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  
5:00 PM Celebrant’s Intentions  
   
 
 

 

Weekly Giving  
 

The Old Cathedral has long been recognized as one of the most  

historic and beautiful churches of its time. Our parish is proud of  its 

more than  240 year history as a self-supporting Roman Catholic  

Parish. Your  presence, prayer and generous  kindness continue to make it so.  

 

Your weekly envelope  donations can still be made by mail or in  person by check at 

the Old Cathedral rectory or you can set up online donations at oldcathedralstl.org.   

By uniting as a parish community and with continued prayer, we will face these  

challenging times with faith together.  

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

PLEASE NOTE : WEEKLY GIVING WAS NOT AVAILABLE AT TIME OF PRINT. 

Readings for the week of November 29, 2020 

 

Sunday:   Is 63:16b-17, 19b; 64:2-7/Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 [4]/1 Cor 1:3-9/Mk 13:33-37 

Monday:  Rom 10:9-18/Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11 [10]/Mt 4:18-22 

Tuesday:  Is 11:1-10/ Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 [cf. 7]/Lk 10:21-24 

Wednesday: Is 25:6-10a/Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6 [6cd]/Mt 15:29-37 

Thursday: Is 26:1-6/Ps 118:1 and 8-9, 19-21, 25-27a [26a]/Mt 7:21, 24-27 

Friday:  Is 29:17-24/Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14 [1a]/Mt 9:27-31 

Saturday:  Is 30:19-21, 23-26/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 [cf. Is 30:18d]/Mt 9:35—10:1, 5a, 6-8 

Next Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/Ps 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 [8]/2 Pt 3:8-14/Mk 1:1-8 

 

Observances for the week of November 29, 2020 

 

Sunday:  1st Sunday of Advent 

Monday:  St. Andrew, Apostle 

Tuesday:  Advent Weekday   

Wednesday: Advent Weekday 

Thursday: St. Francis Xavier, Priest 

Friday:  Advent Weekday 

Saturday:  Advent Weekday 

Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Advent 

Live Stream Mass  
 

The 10:30 AM Mass is live streamed each Sunday. 
You can access the live streams through the link on our homepage at:  

 
www.oldcathedralstl.org 



   

 

 Dear Old Cathedral Parishioners and Visitors: 
 
Today we begin Advent, a hopeful and holy season in which we are called to 
be alert and watchful. This season anticipates the great celebration of  
Jesus’ birth and his Incarnation in human history. While Advent prepares 
our hearts for Christmas, we are also called in a special way during Advent 
and throughout our lives not only to “anticipate” something that already 
happened – Jesus’ birth – but to be alert for signs of God’s presence in our 
lives.  

 
It is easy for us to be distracted by the details of what we feel we must do for the celebration of Christmas. 
We can wander from the ways of God and instead focus on the more secular aspects of the celebration. Like 
Isaiah, we long to be watchful and alert, as Jesus commands us, and can even beg God to send down a  

dramatic sign – mountains quaking before us – so that we can remember him in this time of busy-ness and 
its many distractions.  
 
In our struggle to be watchful and alert, to walk the ways of God, we can take heart in Paul’s words to the 
Corinthians today. As he did for those early Christians, God bestows countless graces on us and enriches us 
in every way, with all discourse and all knowledge … so that [we] are not lacking in any spiritual gift. As  
baptized children of God, we can rely upon the Holy Spirit to keep us alert and watchful for the small ways 
that God reveals himself to us in our lives. We do not need to ask for spectacular signs of God’s presence, 
but can find them every day of our lives, in countless moments. We are called to watch for those moments 
when Jesus might come to us – in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or in the morning. 
 
One way to train ourselves in watchfulness is to adopt, at least during Advent, the nightly practice of the 
Examen. This reflection, from Saint Ignatius Loyola, involves reviewing the past day – not only remembering 
times when we might have displeased God or missed out on his message to us, but perhaps especially to 
remember times that God might have been gifting us with a grace. Did a child or a colleague pay us a  
compliment? Did we gain a sudden insight when dealing with a challenging problem? Were we impressed by 
the sunrise or by the call or sight of a bird? These can be seen as gifts from God, signs of God’s love.  
Participating in a practice such as this could help us be more alert and watchful throughout the day of the 
many ways God is present to us.  
 
As we begin to prepare the Eucharistic table on this first day of the Advent season, let us try to be more  

cognizant of the many ways God uplifts us each day as his sons and daughters.  

 
Blessings upon your Advent and week.  Stay safe. 
 
-Father Smith 
 
INTRODUCING THE NEW OLD CATHEDRAL WEBSITE 
 
  The Old Cathedral is excited to announce the launch of our beautiful, new website.  
Partnering with eCatholic, we have created a comprehensive, easy to navigate site that is 
reflective of the beauty and majesty of our Basilica.  
 You will easily find general information, the weekly bulletin, links to our live 
stream and more. We will be refining the site over time and we hope this becomes a 
useful reference and source of current information for parishioners and visitors. 
 
  Please visit the new site at www.oldcathedralstl.org 
 
NEW AND IMPROVED OLD CATHEDRAL ONLINE GIVING  
 
 Between demanding schedules, traveling or just trying to get out the door on time 
for Mass, it can be challenging to tithe on a regular basis. Not to mention the COVID-19 
pandemic that has caused us to rethink things in the present and how we move forward. 
Plus, for many families, the parish is one of the last places where you still have to use a 
checkbook or cash.  
 The Old Cathedral is excited to offer a new online giving option for families to 
easily give one-time and reoccurring gifts and even virtually light a candle. Provided by eCatholic, the same company that hosts the 
parish’s new website, this online giving service is a secure way to make a gift virtually whether you choose to attend Mass in person 
or livestream our Sunday Mass or want to light a candle.  
 Simply make a secure donation via electronic check, debit or credit card by visiting oldcathedralstl.org/give. After setting up a 
recurring gift, you will be prompted by email to create your own online donor account to manage your gifts. It’s as easy as online 
shopping or banking! 
 Please consider sharing your gifts without the hassle of remembering checks and envelopes by visiting:: 
         www.oldcathedralstl.org/give 
 
NOTE: If you are already giving online through the current Archdiocese option, we ask that you consider switching to our 
new eCatholic giving option. Thank you for your continued support and generosity.  



Saint Andrew, apostle (November 30):  Saint Andrew the 
Apostle (Greek:  Andreas) lived from the early 1st century until 
the mid- to late 1st century, called in the Orthodox tradition 

Protokletos or the First-called, was the brother of Saint Peter 
and a disciple of John the Baptist.   
 The name “Andrew” (Greek:  manly, brave, from Andreia, 
“manhood, valor”), like other Greek names appears to have 
been common among the Jews, Christians, and other Hellenized people of the region.  No 
Hebrew or Aramaic name is recorded for him.  According to Orthodox tradition, the  
apostolic successor to Saint Andrew is Patriarch Bartholomew I. 
 Tradition holds that Saint Andrew preached north of the Black Sea and in Greece.  He 

died bound to an X-shaped cross at Patras, Greece.  Saint Andrew is the patron of the Greek Church and of the fishing industry, 

and is mentioned in the Roman Canon (First Eucharistic Prayer). 
 
Saint Francis Xavier, priest and missionary (December 3):  Saint Francis Xavier , SJ, born Francisco de 
Jasso y Azpilicueta, was born on April 7, 1506, and died on December 3, 1552.  He was a Basque missionary 
born in Xavier, Kingdom of Navarre (now part of Spain), and is a co-founder of the Society of Jesus (Jesuits). 
 He was a companion of Saint Ignatius of Loyola and one of the first seven Jesuits who took vows of  
poverty and chastity at Montmartre, Paris, in 1534.  He led an extensive mission into Asia, mainly in the  
Portuguese Empire of the time, and was influential in evangelization work, and most notably in India. 

 He also ventured into Japan, Borneo, the Maluku Islands, and other areas which had, until then, not 
been visited by Christian missionaries.  In these areas, struggling to learn the local languages and in the face 
of opposition, he had less success than he had enjoyed in India.  It was a goal of Xavier to extend his  
missionary preaching to China but he died in Shangchuan Island before he could do so. 
 Saint Francis Xavier was beatified by Pope Paul V on October 25, 1619, and was canonized by Pope  

Gregory XV on March 12, 1622.  In 1624 he was made co-patron of Navarre alongside Santiago (Saint James).  Saint Francis  
Xavier is known as the “Apostle of the Indies” and the “Apostle of Japan.”  He is considered one of the greatest missionaries since 
Saint Paul. 

 In 1927, Pope Pius XI published the decree Apostolicorum in Missionibus naming Saint Francis Xavier, along with Saint 
Therese of Lisieux, co-patron of all foreign missions.  He is now co-patron of Navarre with Saint Fermin.  The Day of Navarre  
(Dia de Navarra) in Spain marks the anniversary of Saint Francis Xavier’s death on December 3, 1552. 
 
Saint John of Damascus, priest, religious, doctor of the Church (December 4):  Saint John of Damascus, 
also known as John Damascene and as Chrysorrhoas (literally “steaming with gold,” i.e., “the golden  
speaker), lived from about 675 or 676, to December 4, 749, was a Syrian monk and priest.  He was born and 

raised in Damascus and he died at his monastery, Mar Saba, near Jerusalem. 
 A polymath whose fields of interest and contribution included law, theology, philosophy, and music, he is 
said by some sources to have served as a Chief Administrator to the Muslim caliph of Damascus before his 
ordination. 
 He wrote works expounding the Christian faith, and composed hymns which are still used liturgically in 
Eastern Christian practice throughout the world.  He is one of the Fathers of the Eastern Orthodox Church 
and is best known for his strong defense of icons. 
 The Catholic Church regards him as a Doctor of the Church, often referred to as the Doctor of the  

Assumption due to his writings on the Assumption of Mary. 
 The most common source of information for the life of Saint John of Damascus is a work attributed to one John of  
Jerusalem, identified therein as the Patriarch of Jerusalem.  This is an excerpted translation into Greek of an earlier Arabic text. 
 The Arabic original contains a prologue not found in most other translations, and was written by an Arab monk, Michael.  
Michael explained that he decided to write his biography of John in 1084 because none was available in his day.  However, the 
main Arabic text seems to have been written by an earlier author sometime between the early 9th and the late 10th centuries. 
 Saint John of Damascus is the last of the Greek Fathers. 
 

All you holy men and women, Saints of God, pray for us.  

SYMBOLISM OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

The circle of the wreath, which has no beginning or end, symbolizes the eternity of God, the  

immortality of the soul, and the everlasting life found in Christ. Altogether, the wreath of evergreens 

depicts the immortality of our soul and the new, everlasting life promised to us through Jesus the 

eternal light of the world.  

 

The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent. A tradition is that each week represents on thousand years to sum to 

the 4000 years from Adam and Eve until the Birth of the Savior. The  three purple candles remind us of the prayer and  

preparatory good works we undergo at this time. The one rose candle represents the midpoint of our waiting for Jesus. The 

progressive lighting of the candles symbolizes the expectation and hope surround our Lord’s coming into the world and 

the anticipation of His second coming.  



 

  

   

 

Christmas  

Memorial Poinsettias     
 

The beautiful poinsettias and greenery that adorn our Cathedral are a special part of the celebration of 
Christmas at The Old Cathedral Basilica of Saint Louis, King. This year, we invite all parishioners and  

visitors to share in the experience through a memorial or thanksgiving gift by purchasing one or more of the 
poinsettias decorating the cathedral. Memorial Poinsettias are $10.00 each. In addition, your name and 

the name of person(s) being honored will appear in the Christmas week bulletin. 
 

Please indicate in whose memory, or in whose honor, you wish the flowers to be dedicated.  
Completed forms and payment may be placed in an envelope and dropped into the offertory  

baskets, OR send orders/payment to: The Old Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis, King c/o Memorial  
Poinsettias, 209 Walnut Street Saint Louis, MO 63102. 

 
Wording as you wish it to appear in the bulletin: 

    
   Given by: _______________________________ 

 
   Your Email Address _______________________________ Phone (_____)_______________  
 
 
   Please check one: ____ In memory of   OR ____ In honor of (those still living): 
 
   Name of person/family being honored:  _________________________________________________ 
  
   Please check one: ____ In memory of   OR ____ In honor of (those still living): 
 
   Name of person/family being honored: _________________________________________________ 
 
   Please check one: ____ In memory of   OR ____ In honor of (those still living): 
 
   Name of person/family being honored: _________________________________________________ 
 
   Please check one: ____ In memory of   OR ____ In honor of (those still living): 
 
   Name of person/family being honored: _________________________________________________ 
 
   Please check one: ____ In memory of   OR ____ In honor of (those still living): 
 
   Name of person/family being honored:  _________________________________________________ 
 

Total number of remembrances _______ X $10 each = Total Payment of $ __________ 
 

 
Please make checks payable to the Old Cathedral Basilica of St. Louis, King 

 
Order deadline: Thursday, December 14, 2020 
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SHOP ONLINE! catholicsupply.com

ST. LOUIS HILLS
6759 Chippewa Street
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St. Louis, MO 63109
(314) 644-0643

O’FALLON, MO
2985 Hwy K
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 Retirement Apartments  Assisted Living  Skilled Nursing 
 Naomi  Veronica  Anna

For more information call Kathy at  
(314) 209-8814 or kheimburger@thesarahcommunity.org 

www.thesarahcommunity.org
The Sarah Community is professionally managed by St. Andrew’s Management Services
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