St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
JANUARY 6, 2019
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, January 5
5:00 pm
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Sunday, January 6
9:00 am
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.

Saints’ Days and Observances
Sunday, January 6:
The Epiphany of the Lor d
Monday, January 7:
Chr istmas Weekday
Tuesday, January 8:
Chr istmas Weekday
Wednesday, January 9: Chr istmas Weekday
Thursday, January 10: Chr istmas Weekday
Friday, January 11:
Chr istmas Weekday
Saturday, January 12: Chr istmas Weekday

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Br. Thom Smith O.F.M. (Vocation Office)
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal .............................................. $ 12,000
December 20--26
Total .................. $ 11,698
Difference……..$ -302
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR
Building Communities of Welcome
National Migration Week 2019
January 6-13, 2019
or nearly a half century, the
Catholic Church in the United
States has celebrated National
Migration Week, which is an
opportunity for the Church to reflect on the circumstances
confronting migrants, including immigrants, refugees,
children, and victims and survivors of human trafficking. The
theme for National Migration Week 2019—Building
Communities of Welcome—emphasizes our responsibilities
as Catholics to engage and welcome newcomers on their
arrival and help to ease their transition into a new life here in
the United States. Welcoming communities do not emerge by
chance but are established through the hard work and
conviction of people on the ground through direct service,
shared experience and faith, advocacy, and institution
building.
During this National Migration Week, let us take the
opportunity to engage migrants as community members,
neighbors, and friends. We can find opportunities to engage
migrant communities in our local community through our
local Catholic Charities and other community organizations.
Opportunities to encounter and accompany can include:
becoming foster parents to migrant children who have been
separated from family members, participating in a local
Parishes Organized to Welcome Refugees (POWR) program,
launching a new initiative that will support migrants and their
effort to become Americans, engaging in advocacy with
local, state, and federal leaders to ensure that resources are in
place to support refugees and immigrants during their
transition and beyond.
Immigration Reform:
USCCB Position: The Catholic Bishops and the Catholic
Church support humane immigration reform. We must
reform our broken system that separates families and denies
due process.
FACTS:
· During the last decade, more than 7.4 million immigrants
have been welcomed into the United States as naturalized
citizens.
· Undocumented immigrants also pay a wide range of
taxes, including sales taxes where applicable and
property taxes—directly if they own and indirectly if
they rent. Estimates are that undocumented migrants pay
$11.74 billion every year in state and local taxes., and
the1.3 million young undocumented immigrants eligible
for DACA alone contribute an estimated $1.7 billion per
year.
· In many cases, it can take over a decade for legal
permanent residents to reunify with immediate family
members from Mexico, the Philippines, and other
countries (See Congressional Research Service).

F

Refugee Protection:
USCCB Position: USCCB
supports protection,
humanitarian support, and
durable solutions for refugees
and other forcibly displaced
people. USCCB’s Migration and
Refugee Services in collaboration with local Catholic
Charities across the United States form the largest private,
U.S. refugee resettlement network, and has helped welcome
and resettle over one million refugees since 1975.
FACTS:

Only the most vulnerable refugees are considered for
third country resettlement beyond those neighboring host
countries. Refugee resettlement is a rarely used
protection tool: on an annual basis, less than 1% of
refugees worldwide actually receive resettlement.
· The United States has historically led the world in terms
of refugee resettlement. Since 1975, we have accepted
more than 3.3 million refugees for permanent
resettlement.
· However, in 2018, the President set the lowest refugee
admissions goal since the resettlement program began in
1980, admitting only about 20,000 refugees. For
comparison, the average number of refugees admitted to
the U.S. from 2010-2017 was approximately 67,000/
year.
· According to the United Nation’s High Commissioner
for Refugees, in June 2018, 68.5 million persons were
forcibly displaced worldwide.
Unaccompanied Children and Families from Central
America:
USCCB Position: The United States should pr ovide child
and refugee protection, and safe, human durable solutions for
unaccompanied children arriving at our borders without their
parent or legal guardian. In recent years, many of these
children have been from El Salvador, Guatemala and
Honduras. Most are fleeing grave, life-threatening violence
and gang recruitment and are seeking to reunify with family
in the United States.
FACTS:
The number of asylum seekers worldwide originating from
Honduras, Guatemala, and El Salvador (often called the
Northern Triangle) reached 110,000 in 2015, a five-fold
increase from 2012.
·

·

·

Unaccompanied minors accounted for much of this
increase, with 41,435 children apprehended in FY2017,
down from a high of nearly 70,000 in FY2014.
As violence and gang issues continue to affect the
Northern Triangle, more children are targeted and look to
flee. We must look to address root causes in home
countries.

continued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED
Immigrant Detention:
USCCB Position: The United States needs to build an
immigration system that affords due process protections,
honors human dignity, and minimizes the use of immigrant
detention—particularly for vulnerable populations such as
families, children and torture survivors. Immigrant detention
is a growing industry in this country, with Congress
allocating over $2 billion a year to maintain and expand the
existing system. While immigration detention is necessary in
certain instances to ensure community safety and
enforcement of our immigration laws, there are many
vulnerable individuals who should not be detained. For
vulnerable populations as mentioned above, there are
alternatives to detention that are more humane, more costeffective, and more consistent with American values.
FACTS:
· Immigrant detention in the United States has reached
record levels. In Fiscal Year 2001, the now defunct
Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) detained
204,459 people. In FY2017, 323,591 people were
detained in an ICE facility (Department of Homeland
Security).
· Currently, for-profit contractors operate 73% of the
entire immigrant detention system, including nine of the
ten largest detention centers.
· Community-based alternatives to detention programs
cost taxpayers on average $4.50 per person per day, as
compared to $133.99 per person per day for detention.
Human Trafficking:
USCCB Position: The United States must not only hold
human traffickers accountable for their crimes but also work
to prevent trafficking and provide protection and healing to
human trafficking survivors. Human trafficking is defined as
the recruitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or
obtaining of a person for labor or services through the use of
force, fraud, or coercion, for the purpose of subjecting that
person to involuntary servitude, peonage, debt bondage, or
slavery. The Catholic Church has long condemned this
practice as an affront to human dignity.
FACTS:
· Estimates vary, but as many as 17, 500 persons are
trafficked into the United States annually.
· Although sex trafficking remains a serious problem, the
two largest trafficking cases in the United States
involved labor trafficking, in Guam and in New York
(Long Island).
· The number of victims identified has grown from 151 in
2003 to 1,424 in 2016—a 843% increase.
We will be celebrating National Migration Week at St.
Peter’s by incorporating migration themes into our homilies
this weekend and throughout the coming week. I would also
call your attention to a special Mass presided by Cardinal
Blasé J. Cupich on the Feast of the Epiphany, January 6,
2019, at Holy Name Cathedral at 5:15 P.M.

THE SOLEMNITY OF THE
EPIPHANY OF THE LORD
Epiphany is one of the oldest
feasts of the Christian calendar, and
as its name suggests, it is a
celebration of the manifestation of
Christ to the world. The Greek word
epiphaneia means “manifestation,”
especially as it relates to the
manifestation of a deity.
Today’s First Reading is about
the reestablishment of Jerusalem
after the Babylonian exile. The
prophet issues a double imperative. He tells them to arise and
then to allow their light to shine, because God’s glory has
dawned on them and radiates forth in the city to such an
extent that they become the light to the nations. The Hebrew
word kabowd, translated here as “glory,” is also used to
describe God’s presence in the Holy of Holies. During the
exile, God’s glory left the Temple, but now it will return in
full radiance! Compare this song to the Gospel that tells the
story of the Magi who come from the East, perhaps Persia or
Arabia, to seek out the newborn King of the Jews. According
to scholars of the esoteric sciences (for example, dream
interpretation and astrology), these men also represent the
Gentile nations who come to see this great king. However,
this manifestation is also fraught with danger as we see in
Herod’s treacherous activity.
The Magi’s gifts of gold and frankincense are also
mentioned in today’s First Reading, but myrrh is a strange
gift to give a mother and baby, since it was used as a
painkiller and for burial. Is it an omen for the future?
In the Second Reading, we are told that God planned from
the beginning that the nations would be coheirs of the one
body in Christ. Thus, we celebrate the manifestation of
Christ to the world.
The Magi followed the light
of the star as they looked for
Jesus. As members of the
Church, we look toward the
light of Christ. Lumen
gentium points out that God
has gathered the faithful as
the Church to be a visible
sacrament to all. The
document from the Second Vatican Council states: “All
those, who in faith look towards Jesus, the author of
salvation and the source of unity and peace, God has
gathered together and established as the church, that it may
be for each and everyone the visible sacrament of this saving
unity. In order to extend to all regions of the earth, it enters
into human history though it transcends at once all times and
all boundaries between peoples” (#9).
Paul informs the Ephesians that they are to act as Jesus did
when he tells them that they are “of the same body and

continued on page 6
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THIS WEEK
Monday, January 7
12:10 Divorced & Separated (C)
5:00 Men’s Group (A)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, January 8
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 D.A. (B)
5:30 Legion of Mary (P)
Wednesday, January 9
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 San Damiano (C)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Thursday, January 10
7:00 Notre Dame Networking (A/B/C)
12:00 A.A. (C)
Friday, January 11
7:30 Legal Prayer Group (C)
12:10 Scripture Study (C) Special Topic
It’s in the Bible - Baptism, Fr. Derran
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Join Fr. Derran Combs or Deacon David
Pham as they discuss the upcoming
weekend Scripture Readings. All are
welcome!
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SCRIPTURE STUDY
Isaiah 60: 1-6
There was a song in the early days after Vatican II based
on today’s Reading from Isaiah. The first line, as I
remember it, was “Rise up, rise up, rise up, rise up,
Jerusalem.” I don’t remember the exact words that
followed but I do remember that they spoke of rejoicing
and of a light that had come. Isaiah’s words to Jerusalem
were words of encouragement, assuring the people that the
“…glory of the Lord…” shone upon them.
But Isaiah also referred to darkness covering the earth
and thick clouds covering the people. Perhaps Isaiah’s
people felt like we do sometimes, vulnerable and afraid.
The prophet was encouraging the people to remember that
the light and glory of the Lord was shining on them, that
their lives had been changed and that great riches were
available to them if they would only raise their eyes and
look around. But, like many of us, the people still felt
alone and empty.
Don was one of those ‘glass half empty’ people. No
matter what was going on in his life he always seemed to
find the dark side of it. The price of gasoline is going
down? To Don that only means more cars on the road and
more pollution. Schools are making it a priority to serve
healthier meals? Don sees only garbage cans filled with
food wasted on kids accustomed to burgers and fries.
Don’s doctor assures him that his cough is caused by a
simple cold but Don is convinced he has some terrible
virus and takes to his bed.
In other words, Don walks in darkness. Lucky for him
Don has friends and family who invite him to ‘rise up.”
His sister, Pat, visits often, usually bringing a casserole or
a batch of cookies with her. Pat is the ‘glass half full’
person in the family and brings light wherever she goes.
Perhaps, like the people in Isaiah’s day, we, too, tend to
see the glass half empty. The good news on this Feast of
the Epiphany is that, like Don’s sister, Pat, God has come
into our world to fill us up.
by Vinal Van Benthem ofs

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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copartners in the promise of Christ Jesus through the gospel.”
Group Spiritual
Pope Francis draws on this as he speaks of the communities
that Paul formed. In The Joy of the Gospel, the Holy Father
Direction
states: “To his communities, Paul presents the Christian life
as a journey of growth in love; ‘May the Lord make you
Presented by
increase and abound in love for one another and for all’ (1
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Thessalonians 3:12)” (#161).
and Sr. Fran Sulzer FSPA
For Your Reflection: How do you allow the Lor d to light
the way for you? What does it mean to you to be “a copartner
Wednesdays
in the promise in Christ Jesus through the Gospel, as Paul
tells the Ephesians in the Second Reading? This coming year,
January 16, February 20,
how can you manifest Christ better to the world?
March 20, April 10, May 15
WITH GRATITUDE
1:30-3 pm
We friars want to thank everyone who
graced us with gifts and good wishes over
St. Clare Auditorium, Lower Level
the Christmas holidays. So many people
were generous in what they gave us and
This is an opportunity for individuals to experience
in what they said about us and our
Group Spiritual Direction on a monthly basis.
ministry at St. Peter’s. As this New Year begins to unfold, we
pray that you will be given good health, many friends, God’s
blessings, and the grace to continue to grow in your love of
God and neighbor.
We also received the following note from the Franciscan
Friars in Brazil which I want to communicate to you:

Dear Friends of St. Peter’s Parish:
On November 13, Bro. Romulo and I had the opportunity
to spend the day at St. Peter’s and to share with you our
experiences and life in the Amazon region of Brazil. We
would like to thank Fr. Kurt, the friars, and all of you
parishioners for your support of our missionary work through
your prayers and very generous donations. This generous
support gives us the opportunity to continue the Franciscan
presence in the Amazon and also our mission of
evangelization to the people we serve. Thank you so much,
and we hope to be able to visit St. Peter’s once again next
year.
If you would like to learn more about our Franciscan
presence in the Amazon, you can follow us on our website
where donations can also be made: www.friarsamazonia.org.
Fr. Greg and Bro. Romulo
A CHUCKLE FOR THE NEW YEAR
Because our new refrigerator was taller than our old one, I
told my wife I’d have to cut away part of an overhanging
cabinet to make it fit.
Not wanting to mess it up, I called a local radio home-fix-it
program for advice. I was in the middle of getting the
instructions when my wife burst into the room.
“You won’t believe this,” she said, “but there’s a guy on the
radio with the same problem!”

stpetersloop.org

January 6, 2019

-7-

ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341
Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ● Sunday 9:30 am-2:00 pm
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

Over 1500 Book Titles
Rosaries, Bibles, Cards
DVD’s, CD’s
Baptism Gifts
Gold Medals
Sterling Silver Medals
Religious Art
Figurines
Prayer Cards

All Christmas Items
50% OFF!
FREE 2019 Calendars
While Supplies Last

Ongoing Programs at
St. Peter’s Church
All programs held in the
St. Clare Auditorium
Lower Level
Monday:
Divorced & Separated Group ~ 12:10-12:50 pm
Men's Group, Chaste Living ~ 5:00 pm
St. Peter’s Young Adults ~ 5:30 pm
Tuesday:
Alcoholics Anonymous ~ 6:45 am
Debtors Anonymous ~ 12:10-12:50 pm
Wednesday:
Alcoholics Anonymous ~ 6:45 am
Thursday:
Alcoholics Anonymous ~ 12:00 pm
Friday:
Scripture Study ~ 12:10-12:50 pm
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. or Deacon David Pham
All are welcome to attend any group at any time. No
reservation or registration is required. Your privacy is
respected. Free will offering. For further information,
please call 312-853-2376.

Reconciliation at St. Peter’s
The Sacrament of Confession is
available at St. Peter's Monday Friday from 7:30 am - 6:00 pm and
on Saturday from 12-4:30 pm. No
appointment needed, just come
into the church and find the
confessional that is in use.

ST. PETER’S RAFFLE
14 Day Holy Land
and Turkey Pilgrimage
with Fr. Mario O.F.M.
Trip Date Sept. 7-21, 2019
Ticket Donation $100 (actual value $6,000)
Only 200 tickets will be sold.
Tickets can be purchased in Church Lobby.
Trip includes air, land & tips, based on double
occupancy. Winner will visit sites hallowed by the
life, passion, death & resurrection of Jesus and
enjoy a religious, cultural, historical
and political experience of the Holy
Land. Winner will also visit Istanbul
with its ancient religious and
cultural sites.
Winner need not be present.
Make check payable to:
St. Peter’s Church

Memorial
Votive Candles
St. Peter's is currently accepting
reservations for the memorial votive
candles within the Church. Once lit,
the candles burn 24 hours a day for one year. A
plaque in front of your candle notes who it is lit in
honor of. Applications are available at the front
office of St. Peter's. The cost is $150.

