St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
JANUARY 20, 2019
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, January 19
5:00 pm
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M.
Sunday, January 20
9:00 am
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.

Saints’ Days and Observances
Sunday, January 20:
2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
Monday, January 21:
St. Agnes
Tuesday, January 22:
Day of Prayer for Legal
Protection of Unborn
Children

Wednesday, January 23:
Thursday, January 24:
Friday, January 25:
Saturday, January 26:

Ordinary Time
St. Fr ancis de Sales
The Conversion of St. Paul
Ss. Timothy &Titus

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Br. Thom Smith O.F.M. (Vocation Office)
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal .............................................. $ 12,000
January 3-9
Total ................... $ 8,877
Difference……..$ -3,123

stpetersloop.org
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

D

uring this week a very
important gathering of young
people will happen in Panama
City, Panama, when the
International World Youth Day
Conference will take place there
from January 22-27. These
gatherings of youth from all over
the world have become both an
inspiration and a motivation for
young people to live their faith
and to find ways of spreading their
faith in new and magnificent
fashion. When Pope John Paul II
first envisioned such a gathering, some adults thought it
would never be a success, but what happened was not young
people giving in to all kinds of angst and malice, but rather
beaming with smiles and joy, singing and dancing, proudly
holding their flags high (or wearing them), greeting one
another in peace, trading their tokens, humbly realizing how
small they are in a world of people, and strengthened to
witness to so many who share their convictions.
In 1984 at the close of the Holy Year of Redemption, over
300,000 young people from around the world responded to
the invitation of the Pope for an International Jubilee of
youth on Palm Sunday in St. Peter’s Square. Looking out at
the crowds who answered his invitation, he said, “What a
fantastic spectacle is presented on this stage by your
gathering here today! Who claimed that today’s youth has
lost their sense of values? Is it really true that they cannot be
counted on?” It was at this gathering that the Holy Father
entrusted to the youth what is now known as the World
Youth Day Cross, to be carried throughout the world as a
symbol of the love of Christ for humanity.
The following Palm Sunday, coinciding with the United
Nation’s International Year of the Youth, Pope John Paul
took the opportunity to welcome the youth of the world to
Rome again. Later, announcing the institution of World
Youth Day on December 20, 1985, he presided at the first
official World Youth Day in 1986. When he was at his final
World Youth Day celebration in Toronto in 2008, he said,
“When, back in 1985, I wanted to start the World Youth
Days, I imagined a powerful moment in which the young
people of the world could meet Christ, who is eternally
young and could learn from him how to be bearers of the
Gospel to other young people. This evening, together with
you, I praise God and give thanks to him for the gift
bestowed on the Church through the World Youth Days.
Missions of young people have taken part, and as a result
have become better and more committed Christian
witnesses.” Popes Benedict XVI and Francis have continued
these encounters with wondrous results.
Pope Francis has written the following message to the
youth (and us) preparing for the World Youth Day in
Panama: “We seek, together with Mary, to listen to the voice
of God who inspires courage and bestows the grace needed to

respond to his call: ‘Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God’ (Lk 1:30). These
are the words addressed by God’s
messenger, the Archangel Gabriel,
to Mary, an ordinary girl from a
small village in Galilee. As is
understandable, the sudden
appearance of the angel and his
mysterious greeting: ‘Hail, full of
grace, the Lord is with you’ (Lk
1:28), strongly disturbed Mary,
who was surprised by this first
revelation of her identity and her
vocation, as yet unknown to her. Mary, like others in the
Sacred Scriptures, trembles before the mystery of God’s call,
who in a moment places before her the immensity of his own
plan and makes her feel all her smallness as a humble
creature. The angel, seeing the depths of her heart, says, ‘Do
not be afraid!’ God also reads our inmost heart. He knows
well the challenges we must confront in life, especially when
we are faced with the fundamental choices on which depend
who we will be and what we will do in this world. It is the
‘shudder’ that we feel when faced with decisions about our
future, our state of life, our vocation. In these moments we
are troubled and seized by so many fears.
“And you young people, what are your fears? What worries
you most deeply? An ‘underlying’ fear that many of you
have is that of not being loved, well-liked or accepted for
who you are. Today there are many young people who feel
the need to be different from who they really are, in an
attempt to adapt to an often artificial and unattainable
standard. They continuously ‘photo-shop’ their images,
hiding behind masks and false identities, almost becoming
fake selves. Many are obsessed by receiving as many ‘likes’
as possible. Multiple fears and uncertainties emerge from this
sense of inadequacy. Others fear that they will not be able to
find an emotional security and that they will remain alone.
Many, faced with the uncertainty of work, fear not being able
to find a satisfactory professional position, or to fulfill their
dreams.
“Today a large number of young people are full of fear,
both believers and non-believers. Indeed, those who have
accepted the gift of faith and seek their vocation seriously are
not exempt from fears. Some think: perhaps God is asking or
will ask too much of me; perhaps, by following the road he
has marked out for me, I will not be truly happy, or I will not
be able to do what he asks of me. Others think: if I follow the
path that God shows me, who can guarantee that I will be
able to follow it through? Will I become discouraged? Will I
lose my enthusiasm? Will I be able to persevere for the
whole of my life?
“In moments when doubts and fears flood our hearts,
discernment becomes necessary. It allows us to bring order
to the confusions of our thoughts and feelings, to act in a just
and prudent way. In this process, the first step in overcoming

continued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED
fears is to identify them clearly, so as not to find yourself
wasting time and energy by being gripped by empty and
faceless ghosts. And so, I invite all of you to look within
yourselves and to ‘name’ your fears. Ask yourselves: what
upsets me, what do I fear most in this specific moment of my
life today? What blocks me and prevents me from moving
forward? Why do I lack the courage to make the important
choices I need to make? Do not be afraid to face your fears
honestly, to recognize them for what they are and to come to
terms with them. The Bible does not ignore the human
experience of fear nor its many causes. Abraham was afraid
(Gen 12:10ff), Jacob was afraid (Gen 31:31; 32:7), and so
were Moses (Ex 2:14; 17:4), Peter (Mt 26:69ff) and the
Apostles (Mk 4:38-40; Mt 26:56). Jesus himself, albeit in an
incomparable way, experienced fear and anguish (Mt 26:37;
Lk 22:44)….
“For us Christians in particular, fear must never have the
last word but rather should be an occasion to make an act of
faith in God—and in life! This means believing in the
fundamental goodness of the existence that God has given us
and trusting that he will lead us to a good end, even through
circumstances and vicissitudes which often bewilder us. Yet
if we harbor fears, we will become inward-looking and
closed off to defend ourselves from everything and everyone,
and we will remain paralyzed. We have to act! Never close
yourself in! In the Sacred Scriptures the expression ‘do not
be afraid’ is repeated 365 times with different variations, as
if to tell us that the Lord wants us to be free from fear, every
day of the year.”
During this week in particular, let’s pray for all the young
people gathered in Panama City that they will come to know
God’s will for them. Let us show by our way of life that we,
too, must continue to confront our fears and to be open to
wherever God is leading us. And let us not forget the
multitude of young people here among us who are searching
to discover their vocation in life and what road their witness
in faith will take them. Our prayerful solidarity this week
will be rewarded in countless ways that only God can
determine.
SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
During Ordinary Time, we are
called to reflect on the life of
Jesus and try to conform our lives
to his. Ordinary Time also has a
forward motion, inviting us to
eagerly await the salvation and
redemption of God’s holy people.
This theme of eager awaiting is vividly presented in the
First Reading, when the prophet says that he is compelled to
proclaim a message of hope to God’s chosen as they return
from the Babylonian exile and struggle to renew the holy
city. Personified Jerusalem, we are told, will be given a new
name as her salvation is made known to the world.
The Second Reading reminds us that we cannot earn our
salvation. Rather, it comes to us by our cooperation in

effecting the gifts of the Holy Spirit for the benefit of the
community. No matter the gifts an individual possesses, Paul
says, everything comes from God and is the work of God for
the common good.
In today’s Gospel, we learn how Jesus saves the day by
miraculously providing choice wine for a poorly planned
wedding feast, but the deeper message of this story is
signaled by Jesus’ cryptic response to his mother’s request
for help. The time of Jesus’ death had not yet come, but the
abundance of water into wine is a sign of the great wedding
banquet that was expected to accompany the restoration of
God’s holy people at the end time.
The reading from Isaiah points out that God delights in his
people as much as he is wedded to them. We can trust that
we find our home in God. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church explains that there are many ways of seeking home in
this transitory world, but in the end we go home to God
(##675-677).
For Your Reflection: In what ways do you pr oclaim
God’s “marvelous deeds” as sung in the Responsorial Psalm?
How does our parish help each member contribute their gifts
to the community? Where do you see God’s glory and are led
to believe in him?
FEAST OF THE CONVERSION OF SAINT PAUL
Friday, January 25, 2019
All this week we will continue the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity. This week of prayer
ends on this feast of the Conversion of St. Paul
and rightly so, since he becomes the great
preacher of the Good News throughout Asia
Minor, suffering all kinds of trials, tribulations
and pain for the sake of the Gospel.
St. Paul’s entire life can be explained in terms of one
experience—his meeting with Jesus on the road to
Damascus. In an instant, he saw that all the zeal of his
dynamic personality was being wasted, like the strength of a
boxer swinging wildly. Perhaps he had never seen Jesus, who
was only a few years older. But he had acquired a zealot’s
hatred of all Jesus stood for, as he began to harass the
Church, “entering house after house and, dragging out men
and women, he handed them over for imprisonment” (Acts
9:5). Now he himself was “entered,” possessed, all his
energy harnessed to one goal—being a slave of Christ in the
ministry of reconciliation, an instrument to help others
experience the one Savior.
One sentence determined his theology: “I am Jesus, whom
you are persecuting.” Jesus was mysteriously identified with
people—the loving group of people Saul had been running
down like criminals. Jesus, he saw, was the mysterious
fulfillment of all he had been blindly pursuing.
From then on, his only work was to “present everyone
perfect in Christ. For this I labor and struggle, in accord with
the exercise of his power working within me” (Col 1:28-29).
“For our gospel did not come to you in word alone, but also
in power and in the Holy Spirit and with much

continued on page 6
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THIS WEEK
Monday, January 21 Martin Luther King Day
12:10 Divorced & Separated (C)
5:00 Men’s Group (A)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, January 22
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 D.A. (B)
5:30 Legion of Mary (P)
Wednesday, January 23
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 San Damiano (C)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Thursday, January 24
12:00 A.A. (C)
Friday, January 25
12:10 Scripture Study - Fr. Derran (C)

Exploring the U.S. Bishops
pss
Pastoral Letter on Racism
m
February 5
Linking the Past: The Truth About Racism
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M., Ph.D.
February 12
A Black Catholic Perspective on Racism
in the Church
Fr. David Jones
February 19
A Hispanic Response to Racism in the Church
Fr. Ed Shea, O.F.M.
February 26
Accepting the Challenge: The Benefits of Love
Fr. Kurt Hartrich, O.F.M.

All talks held Tuesdays 12:10 to 12:50 pm
St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
Free will offering. All are welcome!
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SCRIPTURE STUDY
John 2: 1-11
“There was a wedding …”. Picture the excitement, the
preparations. The daughter of some friends of mine was
married recently. The church and reception hall had been
reserved for months; shower and wedding invitations
mailed; china and silver patterns registered; final dress and
tuxedo fittings scheduled; photographer and caterer hired.
It was an exciting time for everyone involved. And all
because one young woman and one young man wished to
declare publicly that they loved each other so much that
they were prepared to commit themselves to one another
for the rest of their lives.
It was in precisely this setting that Jesus chose to
perform his first public miracle. He could have chosen to
spin the sun, or to call down fire. Spinning the sun and
calling down fire would surely have pointed to the power
and glory of God. But Jesus did not choose to point to
God’s power.
Mary and Jesus were guests at the wedding. Mary
noticed the problem first. The wine had run out. The
couple would be embarrassed, the guests disappointed, the
party ruined. Could Jesus help? “… how does your
concern affect me?” Of what concern is the wedding of
two very ordinary people (we aren’t even told their names)
in a very ordinary town in Galilee to the God of Heaven
and Earth? And then it happened. A celebration of human
love and commitment became the occasion for the first
public miracle of the Beloved Son.
The prophet, Isaiah, uses wedding imagery to reflect the
relationship between God and Jerusalem. “…you shall be
called ‘My Delight,’ … for the Lord delights in you … as a
bridegroom rejoices in his bride…” On her wedding day
the bride’s face said it all. There was no question that her
groom is her delight, as she is his. They have committed
themselves to one another and declared their love publicly.
Perhaps this is why Jesus chose this human occasion to
image God’s love for us, not by spinning the sun in the sky
but in the committed love of husband and wife right here
on earth.

by Vinal Van Benthem ofs

Hospitality Sunday
January 20
After the
9 am and 11 am Masses
Please join us in the St. Clare Auditorium on the
lower level for coffee, cake and conversation.

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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conviction” (1Thes 1:5).
Paul’s life became a tireless proclaiming and living out of
the message of the cross: Christians die baptismally to sin
and are buried with Christ; they are dead to all that is sinful
and unredeemed in the world. They are made into a new
creation, already sharing Christ’s victory and someday to rise
from the dead like him. Through this risen Christ the Father
pours out the Spirit on them, making them completely new.
So Paul’s great message to the world was: You are saved
entirely by God, not by anything you can do. Saving faith is
the gift of total, free, personal and loving commitment to
Christ, a commitment that then bears fruit in more “works”
than the Law could ever contemplate.
Paul is undoubtedly hard to understand. His style often
reflects the rabbinical style of argument of his day, and often
his thought skips on mountaintops while we plod below. But
perhaps our problems are accentuated by the fact that so
many beautiful jewels have become part of the everyday coin
in our Christian language.
SECOND COLLECTION THIS WEEKEND
As we announced last weekend in the
bulletin, here in the Archdiocese this
Saturday and Sunday we will take up a
Collection for the Church in Latin America and the
Caribbean. People throughout the United States by their
generosity have helped form young people from all over this
region through catechetical programs and the training of lay
catechists. You have also made possible several Missionary
Congresses of the Americas. At the Fifth Congress held in
Santa Cruz, Bolivia, in 2018, delegates from more than 20
countries gathered to pray, learn, and build community. The
young people who attended learned more about their faith
and grew in relationship with Jesus Christ. They then brought
these lessons back to their communities. These young people
will be the next generation of missionary disciples leading
our Church with hope.
Please come prepared this weekend to make a generous
donation to this Second Collection for the Church in Latin
America and the Caribbean.
BLEST ART
The olive wood and mother-of-pearl handcraft products
Blest Art sells are carefully handcrafted. These items hold
special value, and they are not only unique, but purchasing
them helps support the presence of Christianity in the Holy
Land. Blest Art is not a team of merchants, but rather
ambassadors for the 600 plus families back home working to
stimulate the economy in a land once thriving that is now
troubled. This art is an invaluable way to sustain the
Christian community in the Holy Land.
Blest art’s mission since their development 15 years ago
has been to provide for Christian families in the Holy Land
and to support the clinics, schools and churches. The
members of this community take olive wood limbs from
ancient trees and transform them into inspirational religious
artworks, thus stimulating the economy in a declining
population and reducing the emigration rate. The handiwork
has been passed down for many generations. Blest Art strives
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to keep this tradition alive.
Blest Art will be here at St. Peter’s in the auditorium after
all the weekend Masses next weekend. We hope you will be
able to time some time to go down to the auditorium after
Mass to view these artifacts and even to purchase something
in order to help these Palestinian families abroad.
A CHUCKLE FOR YOUR PLEASURE
Our teacher asked us what our favorite animal was, and I
said, “Fried chicken.”
She said I wasn’t funny, but she couldn’t have been right,
because everyone else in the class laughed. My parents told
me to always be truthful and honest, and I am. Fried chicken
is my favorite animal.
I told my dad what happened, and he said my teacher was
probably a member of PETA. He said they love animals very
much. I do, too, especially chicken, pork and beef. Anyway,
my teacher sent me to the principal’s office. I told him what
happened, and he laughed too. Then he told me not to do it
again.
The next day in class my teacher asked me what my
favorite live animal was. I told her it was chicken. She
asked me why, just like she’d asked the other children. So
I told her it was because you could make them into fried
chicken. She sent me back to the principal’s office again.
He laughed and told me not to do it again.
I don’t understand. My parents taught me to be honest, but
my teacher doesn’t like it when I am.
Today my teacher asked us to tell her what famous person
we admire most. I told her, “Colonel Sanders.” Guess
where I am now!

stpetersloop.org
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ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341
Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ● Sunday 9:30 am-2:00 pm
Over 1500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards

All Christmas Items 50% Off ~ Free 2019 Calendars while supply lasts.

BOOK STUDY
DY
The Five Languages of Love
Love:
ve:
The Secrets of Love that Lasts
ts
By Gary Chapman
Facilitated by
Sr. Fran Sulzer, FSPA, D.Min.
Wednesdays
February 6, 13, 20, 27
12:10-12:50 pm
St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
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Feb. 6 Session 1: In Pursuit of Love
Feb. 13 Session 2: Steps to Intimacy
Feb. 20 Session 3: Gifts and Service
Feb. 27 Session 4: Love is a Choice
Assigned reading for each week. All are
invited to attend. Free will offering.
Repair My House
Mondays, 12:10 - 12:55 pm
Lower Level - $5 donation
Duct Tape Psychology
It Isn’t Pretty, But It Sure Does Hold
Your Stuff Together
·

January 28
6 Skills of Duct Tape Psychology

·

February 4
Keeping Routines

·

February 11
Taming the Chaos Monster

·

February 25
Over-Come Feelings of Inferiority

·

March 4
Encouragement is a Required Skill
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Among the 12 disciples of Jesus, perhaps none has
inspired more magnificent art than Saint James the
Greater. Portrayed in the New Testament as part of
Jesus’ inner circle, he was the first apostle to be
martyred. Eight centuries later, Saint James, or
Santiago, become the de facto patron saint of Spain.
William Farina began writing non-fiction
books in 2004, and has with each work
turned his attention to a different topic.
This is a reflection of his diverse personal
interests and his firm belief that today’s
society needs less technical specialization

and more critical thinking.

Financial Workshops
· Wills &Trusts - Thurs., February 14
Workshop includes information about wills and living
trusts; estate planning; and distribution techniques.
· Pre & Post Retirement - Thurs., February 21
Workshop discusses how to maximize Social Security
Benefits; how to supplement Social Security and Pensions;
how to allocate investments to reduce risk and maximize
return potential.
· Catastrophic Care - Thurs., February 28
Workshop covers the emotional and spiritual aspects of
aging; medical and legal needs; and catastrophic care costs
and the need to be remembered.
12:10-12:50 pm, St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
There is no charge for these workshops. If you would
like to attend, please call to reserve your space
312-853-2376.

