St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
FEBRUARY 3, 2019
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, February 2
5:00 pm
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Sunday, February 3
9:00 am
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.

Saints’ Days and Observances
Sunday, February 3:
4th Sunday in Or dinar y
Time
Monday, February 4:
Or dinar y Time
Tuesday, February 5:
St. Agatha
Wednesday, February 6: St. Peter Baptist
Thursday, February 7: St. Colette
Friday, February 8:
Or dinar y Time
Saturday, February 9:
Or dinar y Time

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412

-2-

February 3, 2019

FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Br. Thom Smith O.F.M. (Vocation Office)
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal .............................................. $ 12,000
January 17-23
Total ............... $ 7,728
Difference……..$ -4,272

stpetersloop.org
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

T

his weekend throughout the
world we celebrate the World
Day for Consecrated Life. Once a
year the Church reflects on the
call to consecrated life—as a
religious brother or priest, as a
religious sister, as a member of a
secular institute, as a consecrated
virgin or as a hermit. What we do
is underscore that there are
various vocations in life—that
God calls each of us to a
particular way of working out our salvation and thereby
giving witness to the world and to building up the
Kingdom of God—all of which includes the married
and single life as well. It is my hope that by celebrating
consecrated life this weekend, perhaps more men and
women might consider whether God might be calling
them to this particular expression of their vocation. Let
us listen to what Pope Francis has held out for us in this
regard.
“Today’s frantic pace leads us to close many doors to
encounter, often for fear of others. Only shopping malls
and internet connections are always open. Yet that is not
how it should be with consecrated life: the brother and
the sister given to me by God are a part of my history,
gifts to be cherished. May we never look at the screen of
our cell phone more than the eyes of our brothers or
sisters, or focus more on our software than on the Lord.
For whenever we put our own projects, methods and
organization at the center, consecrated life stops being
attractive; it no longer speaks to others; it no longer
flourishes because it forgets its very foundations, its
very roots.
“Consecrated life is born and reborn of an encounter
with Jesus as he is: poor, chaste and obedient. We
journey along a double track: on the one hand, God’s
loving initiative, from which everything starts and to
which we must always return; on the other hand, our
own response, which is truly loving when it has no ‘ifs’
or ‘buts,’ when it imitates Jesus in his poverty, chastity
and obedience. Whereas the life of this world attempts
to take hold of us, the consecrated life turns from
fleeting riches to embrace the One who endures forever.
The life of this world pursues selfish pleasures and
desires; the consecrated life frees our affections of every
possession in order fully to love God and other people.
Worldly life aims to do whatever we want; consecrated
life chooses humble obedience as the greater freedom.
And while worldly life soon leaves our hands and hearts
empty, life in Jesus fills us with peace to the very end.
“How good it is for us to hold the Lord ‘in our

arms’ (Lk 2:28), like Simeon. Not
only in our heads and in our
hearts, but also ‘in our hands,’ in
all that we do: in prayer, at work,
at the table, on the telephone, at
school, with the poor,
everywhere. Having the Lord ‘in
our hands’ is an antidote to
insular mysticism and frenetic
activism, since a genuine
encounter with Jesus corrects
both saccharine piety and frazzled
hyperactivity. Savoring the encounter with Jesus is also
the remedy for the paralysis of routine, for it opens us
up to the daily ‘havoc’ of grace. The secret to fanning
the flame of our spiritual life is a willingness to allow
ourselves to encounter Jesus and to be encountered by
him; otherwise we fall into a stifling life, where
disgruntlement, bitterness and inevitable
disappointments get the better of us. To encounter one
another in Jesus as brothers and sisters, young and old,
and thus to abandon the barren rhetoric of ‘the good old
days’—a nostalgia that kills the soul—and to silence
those who think that ‘everything is falling apart.’ If we
encounter Jesus and our brothers and sisters in the
everyday events of our life, our hearts will no longer be
set on the past or the future, but will experience the
‘today of God’ in peace with everyone.”
If you would like more information about the
Franciscan way of consecrated life, please call Br.
Thom Smith, O.F.M. at 312-853-2384 or get in touch
with him at www.befranciscan.com. If you would like
more information about different men’s and women’s
religious communities and think you might have a
religious vocation, you may visit a website sponsored
by the National Religious Vocation Conference at
www.vocationnetwork.org. There you will find
resources to help you to discern a vocation and a section
called “vocation match” that helps you find religious
communities who match your calling. They also have an
“events calendar” to find discernment events in your
area and to meet people on a similar path. Finally, there
is a community search where you can browse through
hundreds of religious community profiles in the United
States.
You may also wish to check out the 2019 Vision
Magazine, which you can find in the Front Office of St.
Peter’s.
FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
All of us, because of our Baptism in Christ, are called
to do the work of God. Today’s readings help us to
continued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED
reflect on what it takes to
respond to God’s calling.
The First Reading
recounts Jeremiah’s call
to be God’s prophet. We
are told that it is a
vocation for which he was
destined even before he
was born, and it is not an easy one. He must make the
leaders of Jerusalem recognize their wicked ways, but
Jeremiah need not be afraid, because God will make
him strong and give him the right words to speak.
Today’s Gospel picks up where last week’s Gospel
ended, with Jesus identifying himself as the fulfillment
of Isaiah’s prophecy about bringing Good News to the
afflicted. At first, the crowds clamor after him, until
some realize that he grew up among them, and begin to
question, “Isn’t this the son of Joseph?” Jesus responds
by comparing himself to two prophets of old who,
likewise, were rejected by their people. The tone is
accusatory, and the situation quickly escalates to the
point that they try to throw him off a cliff.
In the Second Reading, Paul offers a teaching that is
patterned after the Greek literary form “praise of the
greatest virtue.” He writes of a love that surpasses all
other spiritual gifts, is unfailing and totally self-giving.
This is what it takes to respond to the call to do God’s
work. Without it, we are nothing.
In the Second Reading, Paul tells the Corinthians that
it is more important to live as followers of Christ by
loving others than it is to aspire to spiritual gifts. Not
only is love patient and kind, but it “never fails,” he
says. Prophecies, knowledge, and tongues, he tells
them, “will be brought to nothing.” The Catechism of
the Catholic Church teaches that the disciples of Christ
live the faith, profess it, witness to it, and spread it,
following Christ along the way of the cross (#1816).
To live out love is to die to self. When people are
loving toward one another, they are not pompous even
when they are right. A loving person seeks out the
community’s interests, not just their own. Such a person
is not happy to see that one is wrong, but as St. Paul
states, “rejoices with the truth.” The United States
Catholic Catechism for Adults explains that Christ was
baptized as a sign that we, too, must die to ourselves
and follow the Father’s will. A Christian disciple makes
a conscious decision to follow Jesus despite the cost
(#184, #451).
With our own gifts and responsibilities, we follow
Christ by daily taking up the cross. This witness,
empowered by the Spirit of God, is a sign to all of the

love God bestows on the world (Lumen gentium, #41).
Today we hear that when Jeremiah prophesies to the
nations, “they will fight against you.”
Christifidelis laici relates how the suffering and
martyrdom that disciples endured has been a gift to
Christianity. This post-synodal apostolic exhortation by
Pope John Paul II explains that the giving of one’s life
is an astonishing sign of the abundant fruit of the
apostolic life and that God’s Church is born of God’s
grace (#39).
For Your Reflection: When has a r elationship
flourished because you failed to boast when you were
right? How can our parish help people grow in listening
to God’s call? Have you ignored someone in your
family or community who may be speaking
prophetically?
FEAST OF ST. BLASÉ (Blaise)
Sunday, February 3, 2019
We know more about the
devotion to St. Blasé by
Christians around the world than
we know about the saint himself.
We know that Bishop Blasé was
martyred in the Episcopal city of
Sebastea, Armenia, in 316. The
legendary A cts of St. Blasé were
written 400 years later.
According to them, Blasé was
born into a rich and noble family
who raised him as a Christian.
He was a good bishop, working hard to encourage the
spiritual and physical health of his people. Although the
Edict of Toleration (311), granting freedom of worship
in the Roman Empire, was already five years old,
persecution still raged in Armenia. Blasé was apparently
forced to flee to the back country. There he lived as a
hermit in solitude and prayer, but he made friends with
the wild animals and supposedly could walk among
them unafraid, curing their illnesses.
One day a group of hunters seeking wild animals for
the amphitheater stumbled upon Blasé’s cave. They
were first surprised and then frightened. The bishop was
kneeling in prayer surrounded by patiently waiting
wolves, lions and bears. As the hunters hauled Blasé off
to prison, the legend has it that a mother came with her
young son who had a fish bone lodged in his throat. At
Blasé’s command the child was able to cough up the
bone.
Agricolaus, governor of Cappadocia, tried to persuade
Blasé to sacrifice to pagan idols. The first time Blasé
refused, he was beaten. The next time he was suspended
continued on page 6
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THIS WEEK
Monday, February 4
St. Blasé Blessing After All Masses
12:10 Divorced & Separated (C)
Repair My House (A)
5:00 Men’s Group (A)
5:30 Young Adults (B/C)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, February 5
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 D.A. (C)
Linking the Past: The Truth About Racism
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M., Ph.D. (A/B)
5:30 Legion of Mary (P)
Wednesday, February 6
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 San Damiano (C)
Five Languages of Love Book Study
Sr. Fran Sulzer FSPA, D.Min. (B)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Thursday, February 7
7:00 Notre Dame (A/B)
12:00 A.A. (C)
Friday, February 8
12:10 Scripture Study - Deacon David (C)

Exploring the U.S. Bishops
pss
Pastoral Letter on Racism
m
February 5
Linking the Past: The Truth About Racism
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M., Ph.D.
February 12
A Black Catholic Perspective on Racism
in the Church
Fr. David Jones
February 19
A Hispanic Response to Racism in the Church
Fr. Ed Shea, O.F.M.
February 26
Accepting the Challenge: The Benefits of Love
Fr. Kurt Hartrich, O.F.M.

All talks held Tuesdays 12:10 to 12:50 pm
St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
Free will offering. All are welcome!
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SCRIPTURE STUDY
1 Cor. 12:31-13; Luke 4:21-30
These are difficult days. Fighting continues in the
Middle East even as tension on our own southern border
festers. We have become a people afraid. Walk through
any airport and you will see increased security. You
will see armed guards in the terminals and lists of what
may and may not be carried onboard the aircraft. You
will see travelers arriving at the gate through secured
areas where no one is allowed to greet them, and you
will see the people who love them waiting to welcome
those travelers in hallways beyond the restricted areas.
These are some of the things you will see.
But look again. You will see people walking faster
when someone with a dark complexion approaches.
You will see people who come from the Middle East (or
who even look like they’re from the Middle East)
waiting in line while other people board ahead of them.
You will see people pulling small children along to keep
them from getting too close to children whose mothers
are dressed differently than they are. You will see
travelers arriving at the gate, and you will see the people
who fear them hurrying away from those travelers with
restricted hearts.
Paul reminds the Corinthians that no spiritual gift –
neither prophecy nor tongues nor knowledge nor
generosity nor faith nor even martyrdom – can make up
for a lack of love. Conversely he tells them that they
must be patient, not rude or quick-tempered, and
humble, caring more for the needs of others than for
their own, people of faith and hope, seeing and
believing in the good in others. And more, they are to
love – so that they might see clearly.
Jesus’ audience was “…filled with fury…” when he
said that Elijah had been sent, not to Israel, but to Sidon,
and that Naaman the Syrian, a non--Jew, was the only
leper cleansed by Elisha. The people wanted to put
limits on God. They did not see as Jesus saw. And so
they “…rose up…” to drive him out of the town. What
would we do today if we saw Jesus at the airport?
by Vinal Van Benthem ofs

Communal
Anointing of the Sick
Monday, February 11
1:15 pm

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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from a tree and his flesh torn with iron combs or rakes.
(English wool combers, who used similar iron combs,
took Blasé as their patron. They could easily appreciate
the agony the saint underwent.) Finally Blasé was
beheaded.
Since this year the Feast of St. Blasé occurs on a
Sunday, here at St. Peter’s we will offer the St. Blasé
Blessing after each of the weekday Masses on
Monday, February 4. If you cannot make it to one of
the Masses, you may receive the blessing at the front
office during the regularly scheduled hours on
Monday.
COMMUNAL ANOINTING OF THE SICK
Monday, February 11, is the Feast of Our Lady of
Lourdes and the World Day of Prayer for the Sick. As
we have done in years past, on this day we will
celebrate the Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick
during the 1:15 Mass. Now is the time to put this date in
your personal calendar if you plan to join us for this
occasion. More details will be forthcoming in next
week’s bulletin, but you may want to invite someone
else to come with you to receive the sacrament.
A RENEWAL SERIES ON RACISM
This past
October the
United States
Conference of
Catholic Bishops approved a new pastoral letter on
Racism entitled “Open Wide Our Hearts: The Enduring
Call to Love.” The entire body of bishops felt the need
to address the topic of racism, once again, after
witnessing the deterioration of the public discourse and
episodes of violence and animosity with racial and
xenophobic overtones that have re-emerged in
American society in the last few years. Pastoral letters
from the full body of bishops are rare, few and far
between. But at key moments in history the bishops
have come together for important pronouncements,
paying attention to a particular issue and with the
intention of offering a Christian response, full of hope,
to the problems of our time. This is such a time.
The pastoral letter asks us to recall that we are all
brothers and sisters, all equally made in the image of
God. Because we all bear the image of God, racism is
above all a moral and theological problem that
manifests institutionally and systematically. Only a deep
individual conversion of heart, which then multiplies,
will compel change and reform in our institutions and
society. It is imperative to confront racism’s root causes
and the injustice it produces. The love of God binds us
together. This same love should overflow into our
relationships with all people. The conversions needed to
overcome racism require a deep encounter with the
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living God in the person of Christ who can heal all
division.
We have planned a four-part series on this pastoral
letter beginning on Tuesday, February 5, and continuing
on February 12, 19, and 26. More details on this series
can be found on the sign on the bulletin board in the
church lobby or toward the end of this bulletin. We
hope many people will plan to join us for this very
important series, and don’t be afraid to invite your coworkers to attend as well.
A CHUCKLE: OUT OF THE MOUTHS OF BABES
When Mary was pregnant, her five-year-old son, Billy,
was utterly amazed and a little bit disbelieving that his
sister was growing in his mom’s tummy.
So one day when the baby was especially active, she
asked Billy to place his tiny hands on her tummy to feel
the baby kick. But when he did, the baby was suddenly
still.
“Oh, Billy, she must have decided to take a nap,”
shrugged his mother.
“A nap?” Billy marveled. “You mean there’s a bed in
there too?”

stpetersloop.org
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ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341
Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ● Sunday 9:30 am-2:00 pm

Over 1500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards.

BOOK STUDY
DY
The Five Languages of Love
Love:
ve:
The Secrets of Love that Lasts
ts
By Gary Chapman
Facilitated by
Sr. Fran Sulzer, FSPA, D.Min.
Wednesdays
February 6, 13, 20, 27
12:10-12:50 pm
St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
Five way
ways
ays to give and
ay
d re
rece
receive
ceive love
ve
Affirmation
rmation
n ● Qu
Quality
Qualit
ity
y Time
Time ● Receivin
Receiving
R
Re
ing Gi
in
Gifts
fts
Acts of Service
e ● Physical Touch
ch
Feb. 6 Session 1: In Pursuit of Love
*Please read pages 1-35.
Feb. 13 Session 2: Steps to Intimacy
*Please read pages 36-52.
Feb. 20 Session 3: Gifts and Service
*Please read pages 75-120.
Feb. 27 Session 4: Love is a Choice
*Please read pages 122-164.
Assigned reading for each week. All are
invited to attend. Free will offering.

Volunteers Needed
ed
Ash W
Wednesday
ayy
March 6
St. Peter’s Church is in need of
volunteers to assist in directing
visitors wishing to receive
ashes on Ash Wednesday from 6 am until 7 pm.
Are you available to donate one hour of your time?
If you would like to help, please contact Jo Ann
Bednar, Communications and Activities Director
at 847-853-2376 or joannstpeters@gmail.com.
Thank you!

Repair
My House
Dr. Jerry Hiller & Marilyn Rochon M.A., LCPC

·
·
·
·

Mondays, 12:10 - 12:55 pm
Lower Level - $5 donation
Duct Tape Psychology:
It Isn’t Pretty, But It Sure Does
Hold Your Stuff Together
February 4
Keeping Routines
February 11
Taming the Chaos Monster
February 25
Over-Come Feelings of Inferiority
March 4
Encouragement is a Required Skill

Financial Workshops
· Wills &Trusts - Thurs., February 14
Workshop includes information about wills and living
trusts; estate planning; and distribution techniques.
· Pre & Post Retirement - Thurs., February 21
Workshop discusses how to maximize Social Security
Benefits; how to supplement Social Security and Pensions;
how to allocate investments to reduce risk and maximize
return potential.
· Catastrophic Care - Thurs., February 28
Workshop covers the emotional and spiritual aspects of
aging; medical and legal needs; and catastrophic care costs
and the need to be remembered.
12:10-12:50 pm, St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
There is no charge for these workshops. If you would
like to attend, please call to reserve your space
312-853-2376.

