St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
FEBRUARY 10, 2019
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, February 9
5:00 pm
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M.
Sunday, February 10
9:00 am
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.

Saints’ Days and Observances
Sunday, February 10:
5th Sunday in Or dinar y
Time
Monday, February 11:
Or dinar y Time
Tuesday, February 12:
Or dinar y Time
Wednesday, February 13: Or dinar y Time
Thursday, February 14: St. Cyr il
Friday, February 15:
Or dinar y Time
Saturday, February 16:
Or dinar y Time

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Br. Thom Smith O.F.M. (Vocation Office)
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal .............................................. $ 12,000
January 24-30
Total ................... $ 5,208
Difference……..$ -6,792

stpetersloop.org
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

T

his week is going to be
another extremely
important one for our country.
We have already endured thirty
-five days of a government
shutdown from December 22January 25 with all of its
hardships both on a personal
and on a national level, to say
nothing of what it has done to
our reputation throughout the
world. As we have heard on
the news, read in our
newspapers, and checked daily
on the internet, close to a million people have either had
to work without being paid or have been furloughed
without pay. In addition, all kinds of people who work
for the federal government on a contractual basis have
not been working and therefore have not been paid, and
they may never recoup their losses. Thousands of
people have been put in very difficult circumstances
financially trying to make ends meet during this period,
some of whom have had to resort to soup kitchens and
food pantries to make it.
I suppose the good news is that many individuals,
groups and organizations have stepped up to meet the
critical needs of those who have been displaced. I have
been edified to hear of some restaurants opening their
doors to these new needy or of chefs who have
organized either a lunch or a dinner for these
disenfranchised workers. In some cases, neighborhoods
have come together to meet the needs of their neighbors
who never envisioned that this situation would ever
occur. I have also heard of a few cases where companies
have extended credit to individuals in need with the
understanding that they would be reimbursed when all
was remedied. Thankfully these sorts of things have
happened, and I suspect that there were many others that
will only be known in the hearts of those who were
serviced.
But now we have the present to deal with. The
southern border is not that different than it was when
the shutdown began. Migrants and refugees are still
seeking asylum from several countries in Central
America. The Republicans, Democrats and President
Trump all say they agree that border security is
important and needs to be addressed in a better fashion.
The President says that he demands a wall of some
kind; the Democrats say for the same amount of money
it can be done more efficiently and successfully by
employing better technology and tools. Everyone seems
to agree that we have an intolerable humanitarian crisis;

the issue appears to be how best to
improve how we handle it from
both the standpoint of those asking
for help and for those who provide
the assistance.
This week we face another
deadline: February 15 looms
near—what will the President and
the members of Congress
accomplish both to avert another
shutdown and to address the
humanitarian situation at the
border for the refugees and
migrants who are asking for
asylum from the dreadful situation that has caused them
to leave their homeland in the first place? President
Trump claims where we are is a national security crisis
and emergency; the majority of Americans disagree
with that assessment which the president uses to insist
that a border wall must be built. What values that
America treasures will prevail? The solution arrived at
will determine for years to come what kind of nation we
have been and want to remain to be. May wisdom,
foresight, respect for all parties, good judgment and
civility mark what lies ahead.
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Today’s Scripture readings invite us to reflect on our
sense of inadequacy in answering God’s call. This
reality reminds us that we do not need to be fearful,
because we are called to do God’s work and not ours.
The First Reading is an account of Isaiah’s vision of
God seated on his throne in the Holy of Holies of the
Jerusalem Temple. When Isaiah realizes that he is in the
presence of God, he laments, “Woe is me, I am
doomed!” He thinks he will die, because ancients
believed that no one could see the face of God and live,
but the Hebrew root of the word translated here as
“doomed” also means “brought to silence.” Thus, the
seraph responds by bringing a coal from God’s altar to
purify Isaiah’s lips. Only then can he respond to God’s
call.
In today’s Gospel, we also hear of Simon Peter’s call.
A fisherman by trade, he complains when Jesus tells
him to take his boat into deep water and prepare for a
catch. But before they know it, the nets are bursting and
the boats so full that they are in danger of sinking.
When Peter gets to shore, he is overcome with emotion,
asking Jesus to leave him, because he feels he is not
worthy of his presence. Instead, Jesus tells him, “Do not
be afraid,” and invites Peter to be a fisher of people on
continued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED
Jesus’ behalf.
In the Second Reading,
Paul assures the Corinthian
community that they will be
saved by believing in what
he preaches. What follows
is a creed and a list of
witnesses to Jesus’ postResurrection appearances. Paul identifies himself as the
last to witness the resurrected Jesus and the least of his
Apostles. To what does he attribute the honor of being
an apostle? God’s grace.
Isaiah had not expected God to call him to be a
prophet. “Woe is me, I am doomed,” he says in the First
Reading. Still, the reading shows that Isaiah’s
wickedness was “removed” and his sin “purged.” To
understand the ways God calls us, we must know how
God called Israel.
St. Paul tells the story of how Jesus appeared to him,
even though he had “persecuted the church of God.”
This is an account of a follower giving up his life to
preach the Gospel. In Evangelii nuntiandi, Pope Paul VI
calls for a spiritual fervor in spreading the Gospel. “This
fervor demands first of all that we should know how to
put aside the excuses which would impede
evangelization,” he writes in paragraph 80. The pope
referenced the spirit within John the Baptist, Peter, and
Paul and noted the need for the faithful to possess “an
interior enthusiasm that nobody and nothing can
quench.”
“Do not be afraid, from now on you will be catching
men,” we hear Jesus say in today’s Gospel. In Evangelii
nuntiandi, Pope Paul VI teaches that Christians are
called to evangelize others. In paragraph 21, he tells of
the witness to the Gospel that Christians portray when
they accept others and show solidarity with what is
“noble and good.”
After spending a night fishing, the Apostles caught
nothing, but we hear in today’s Gospel, that upon
lowering their nets at Jesus’ command, their catch was
bountiful. Peter came to believe that, as is taught in the
Catechism of the Catholic Church, “nothing is
impossible with God” (#274).
For Your Reflection: When have you felt humbled
when asked to do something? Are there ways that our
parish could help people realize that they evangelize by
the way that they live? Has there been a time when you
received more from God than you asked?

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE SICK
Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes
Monday, February 11, 2019
On December 8, 1854,
Pope Pius IX proclaimed the
dogma of the Immaculate
Conception. A little more
than three years later, on
February 11, 1858, a young
lady appeared to Bernadette
Soubirous. This began a
series of visions. During the
apparition on March 25, the
lady identified herself with
the words, “I am the
Immaculate Conception.”
Bernadette was a sickly child of poor parents. Their
practice of the Catholic faith was scarcely more than
lukewarm. Bernadette could pray the Our Father, the
Hail Mary and the Creed. She also knew the prayer of
the Miraculous Medal, “O Mary, conceived without
sin.”
During interrogations Bernadette gave an account of
what she saw. It was “something white in the shape of a
girl.” She used the word aquero, a dialect term meaning
“this thing.” It was “a pretty young girl with a rosary
over her arm.” Her white robe was encircled by a blue
girdle. She wore a white veil. There was a yellow rose
on each foot. A rosary was in her hand. Bernadette was
also impressed by the fact that the lady did not use the
informal form of address (tu), but the polite form
(vous). The humble virgin appeared to a humble girl
and treated her with dignity.
Through that humble girl, Mary revitalized and
continues to revitalize the faith of millions of people.
People began to flock to Lourdes from other parts of
France and from all over the world. In 1862 Church
authorities confirmed the authenticity of the apparitions
and authorized the cult of Our Lady of Lourdes for the
diocese. The Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes became
worldwide in 1907.
Lourdes has become a place of pilgrimage and
healing, but even more of faith. Church authorities have
recognized over 60 miraculous cures, although there
have probably been many more. To people of faith this
is not surprising. It is a continuation of Jesus’ healing
miracles—now performed at the intercession of his
mother. Some would say that the greater miracles are
hidden. Many who visit Lourdes return home with
renewed faith and a readiness to serve God in their
needy brothers and sisters. There still may be people
continued on page 6
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THIS WEEK

SCRIPTURE STUDY

Monday, February 11
12:10 Divorced & Separated (C)
Repair My House (A)
1:15 Anointing of the Sick (Ch)
5:00 Men’s Group (A)
5:30 Young Adults (B/C)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, February 12
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 D.A. (C)
A Black Catholic Perspective on
Racism in the Church - Fr. David Jones (A/B)
5:30 Legion of Mary (P)
Wednesday, February 13
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 San Damiano (C)
Five Languages of Love Book Study
Sr. Fran Sulzer FSPA, D.Min. (B)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Thursday, February 14 Valentine’s Day
12:00 A.A. (C)
12:10 Financial Workshop - Wills & Trusts (B)
Friday, February 15
12:10 Scripture Study - Fr. Derran (C)

Luke 5:1-11

Exploring the U.S. Bishops
pss
Pastoral Letter on Racism
m
February 12
A Black Catholic Perspective on Racism
in the Church
Fr. David Jones
February 19
A Hispanic Response to Racism in the Church
Fr. Ed Shea, O.F.M.
February 26
Accepting the Challenge: The Benefits of Love
Fr. Kurt Hartrich, O.F.M.

All talks held Tuesdays 12:10 to 12:50 pm
St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
Free will offering. All are welcome!

“He sat down and taught the crowds from the boat.”
What a wonderful idea! In an age without loudspeakers
or sound systems it would have been difficult for people
to hear Jesus if he had stayed on shore. So Jesus used
Simon’s boat to help him address the crowds. The
fishermen had already “…disembarked and were
washing their nets…” but Jesus didn’t call them away
from the work they were doing. Instead, he asked them
to get back into their boat and go back out onto the
water. In other words, Jesus stepped into their
workplace and taught from there.
Bill works in a real estate office. On any given day he
may find himself working with a young couple excited
about purchasing their first home; a family ready to
move up to a larger, more spacious residence; a
successful businessperson looking for a vacation home
on the lake; or, perhaps, a retired suburban dweller
ready to downsize to a condo in the city. But no matter
who it is, somehow Bill always manages to help his
customers to find exactly the right property. His secret?
Bill listens!
Bill goes to church every Sunday. He attends an
occasional Bible study and even helps out as a catechist
in his parish. But it’s when he invites Jesus into his
office that the real preaching takes place. When Bill
listens to the hopes and dreams of his clients he, like
Jesus, focuses on the people in front of him and not on
how much money they have in their pockets. Bill
advises his clients based on what they want and need
rather than on what he wants to sell them. Like Simon,
Bill allows Jesus to use his workplace to preach the
good news of justice and respect.
Simon invited Jesus into his boat. Bill invites Jesus
into his office. Do we invite Jesus into our workplace?
Are we willing to leave our old way of thinking behind
and to work differently as followers of Jesus? Or do we
prefer to let Jesus preach in church while we remain on
shore washing our nets?
by Vinal Van Benthem ofs

Communal
Anointing of the Sick
Monday, February 11
1:15 pm Mass

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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who doubt the apparitions of Lourdes. Perhaps the best
that can be said to them are the words that introduce the
film, The Song of Bernadette: “For those who believe in
God, no explanation is necessary. For those who do not
believe, no explanation is possible.”
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2019 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
During the last few weeks, some parish
families received a letter from Cardinal
Cupich requesting your participation in
pledging to the 2019 Annual Catholic
Appeal. The Appeal supports both
Here at St. Peter’s we will observe the World Day
Parish and Archdiocesan Ministries and
of Prayer for the Sick by celebrating a Communal
funds
services
that
are of great help for many people.
Anointing of the Sick during the 1:15 P.M. Mass on
Monday, February 11. Anyone 62 year s of age or
This year, the theme of the Appeal is “Come, Follow
older, who has a chronic illness problem, who will be
Me…and share the Word.” We have all received God’s
undergoing serious tests or surgery in the near future, or love. By financially supporting the ministries and
who suffers a mental, emotional or psychological
services funded by the Annual Catholic Appeal, we help
difficulty is welcome to receive this sacrament.
to extend God’s love to many, many others. When our
parish
reaches its goal of $12,964.44 in paid pledges, all
If you wish to receive the sacrament, we ask that you
additional
funds contributed will be returned to us for
arrive at church five to ten minutes early if possible so
use
in
our
Parish.
You will hear more about the Appeal
that the ushers can assist you in finding a designated
next weekend on Announcement Sunday.
place. In order to facilitate the priests coming through
the church to lay on hands and later to anoint you, we
A CHUCKLE TO TICKLE YOUR FANCY
will have every other pew open for the priests to move
easily about. After the priest anoints your forehead,
“Vernon, where’s your homework?” Miss Martin said
please answer AMEN, and then after your palms have
sternly to the little boy while holding out her hand.
been anointed, also answer AMEN. We would
“My dog ate it,” was his solemn response.
anticipate that the Mass along with the anointing will
“Vernon, I’ve been a teacher for eighteen years. Do you
last about an hour. We hope that many people will be
really
expect me to believe that?”
able to participate in this wonderful gift of healing that
Jesus has given us in the sacrament of the Anointing of “It’s true, Miss Martin, I swear,” insisted the boy. “I had
the Sick.
to force him, but he ate it!”
A REFLECT RETREAT
REFLECT is a Catholic retreat for
single adults in their mid-30s to 50s.
It is a weekend during which you
can come to know yourself better
and discover more about your
capacity for life as a single. You
will have the chance to contemplate how and where you
belong in society, within your family, faith community,
and circles of friendship.
It provides an opportunity to meet with other mid-life
single men and women—those who have never been
married, are divorced, or widowed—who struggle with
some of the same things you do…loneliness, sadness,
fear of “getting out there” and meeting people in what
can often seem like a couples’ world.
Mid-life singles are welcome to take a step back from
everyday life February 22-24 to contemplate how and
where you belong. This retreat will be held at Joseph
and Mary Retreat House (formerly Cardinal Stritch
Retreat House) in Mundelein, Illinois. Check-in is at
5:30 PM on Friday and ends by 3:00 PM on Sunday.
Cost is $215. For more information or to register, visit
www.ReflectRetreat.com.

stpetersloop.org
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ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341
Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ● Sunday 9:30 am-2:00 pm

Over 1500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards.

BOOK STUDY
Y
The Five Languages of Love
Love:
ve:
The Secrets of Love that Lasts
ts
By Gary Chapman
Facilitated by
Sr. Fran Sulzer, FSPA, D.Min.
Wednesdays
February 13, 20, 27
12:10-12:50 pm
St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
Five way
ways
ays to give and
ay
d re
rece
receive
ceive love
ve
Affirmation
rmation
n ● Qu
Quality
Qualit
ity
y Time
Time ● Receivin
Receiving
R
Re
ing Gi
in
Gifts
fts
Acts of Service
e ● Physical Touch
ch

Feb. 13 Session 2: Steps to Intimacy
*Please read pages 36-52.
Feb. 20 Session 3: Gifts and Service
*Please read pages 75-120.
Feb. 27 Session 4: Love is a Choice
*Please read pages 122-164.
*Assigned reading for each week. All are
invited to attend. Free will offering.

Volunteers Needed
ed
Ash W
Wednesday
ayy
March 6
St. Peter’s Church is in need of
volunteers to assist in directing
visitors wishing to receive
ashes on Ash Wednesday from 6 am until 7 pm.
Are you available to donate one hour of your time?
If you would like to help, please contact Jo Ann
Bednar, Communications and Activities Director
at 847-853-2376 or joannstpeters@gmail.com.
Thank you!

Repair
My House
Dr. Jerry Hiller & Marilyn Rochon M.A., LCPC

·
·
·

Mondays, 12:10 - 12:55 pm
Lower Level - $5 donation
Duct Tape Psychology:
It Isn’t Pretty, But It Sure Does
Hold Your Stuff Together
February 11
Taming the Chaos Monster
February 25
Over-Come Feelings of Inferiority
March 4
Encouragement is a Required Skill
Financial Workshops

Presented by Peter Wells
12:10-12:50 pm, Lower Level
· Wills &Trusts - Thurs., February 14
Workshop includes information about wills and living
trusts; estate planning; and distribution techniques.
· Pre & Post Retirement - Thurs., February 21
Workshop discusses how to maximize Social Security
Benefits; how to supplement Social Security and
Pensions; how to allocate investments to reduce risk
and maximize return potential.
· Catastrophic Care - Thurs., February 28
Workshop covers the emotional and spiritual aspects
of aging; medical and legal needs; and catastrophic
care costs and the need to be remembered.
There is no charge for these workshops. If you would
like to attend, please call to reserve your space
312-853-2376.

