St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
FEBRUARY 24, 2019
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, February 23
5:00 pm
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Sunday, February 24
9:00 am
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.

Saints’ Days and Observances
Sunday, February 24:
7th Sunday in Or dinar y
Time
Monday, February 25:
Or dinar y Time
Tuesday, February 27:
Or dinar y Time
Wednesday, February 27: Or dinar y Time
Thursday, February 28: Or dinar y Time
Friday, March 1:
Or dinar y Time
Saturday, March 2:
Or dinar y Time

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Br. Thom Smith O.F.M. (Vocation Office)
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal .............................................. $ 12,000
February 7-13
Total ................... $ 6,760
Difference……..$ -5,240
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

P

ope Francis made a brief but
extremely important pastoral
visit to the United Arab Emirates
from February 3-5, 2019. It was the
first time a Roman Pontiff had visited
this country where only 10 percent of
the populace is Catholic and, for the
most part, everyone else is Muslim.
At this time when so much of the
world thinks only negatively of Islam
and Muslims, Pope Francis has emphasized that the
issues of religious freedom, cooperation among peoples
of differing religious traditions, a desire for peace, and
respect for all people regardless of their backgrounds
and beliefs.. He came to this land as a pilgrim, he
prayed with the people, and he offered hope and good
faith in the messages he brought. He also celebrated
Eucharist with the 130,000 Catholics—mainly foreignborn families who live there for work-related reasons.
While he was there, he spoke to the Global
Conference on Human Fraternity being held in Abu
Dhabi. In his speech, Pope Francis emphasized that “no
violence can be justified in the name of religion,” and
he referred to the long-ago meeting of a Saint and a
Sultan. “With a heart grateful to the Lord, in this eighth
centenary of the meeting between Saint Francis of
Assisi and Sultan al-Malik al Kamil, I have welcomed
the opportunity to come here as a believer thirsting for
peace, as a brother seeking peace with the brethren. We
are here to desire peace, to promote peace, to be
instruments of peace.”
The Holy Father drew a distinction between
“fraternity” and “individualism,” which can encourage a
desire to put “oneself and one’s group above others.”
“True religious piety consists in loving God with all
one’s heart and one’s neighbor as oneself,” the Pope
explained. “Religious behavior, therefore, needs
continually to be purified from the recurrent temptation
to judge others as enemies and adversaries. Each belief
system is called to overcome the divide between friends
and enemies in order to take up the perspective of
heaven, which embraces persons without privilege or
discrimination.”
Freedom of religion goes beyond “freedom of
worship” and involves seeing others truly as brothers
and sisters. “There is no alternative: we will either build
the future together, or there will not be a future.
Religions, in particular, cannot renounce the urgent task
of building bridges between persons and cultures. The
time has come when religions should more actively
exert themselves, with courage and audacity, and
without pretence, to help the human family deepen the

capacity for reconciliation, the vision
of hope, and the concrete paths of
peace.”
The Holy Father concluded with an
appeal to ending war, which he said
should be returned to its “miserable
crudeness.” In particular, he cited the
conflicts in Yemen, Syria, Iraq, and
Libya.
Lastly, both Pope Francis and the Grand Iman of AlAzhar Ahamad al-Tayyib signed the Document entitled
“Human Fraternity for World Peace and Living
Together,” which lay out the following principles to live
by for the future:
· The firm conviction that authentic teachings of
religions invite us to remain rooted in the values of
peace.
· Freedom is a right of every person.
· Justice based on mercy is the path to follow in order
to achieve a dignified life to which every human
being has a right.
· Dialogue, understanding, and the widespread
promotion of a culture of tolerance, acceptance of
others, and of living together peacefully would
contribute significantly to reducing many economic,
social, political and environmental problems that
weigh so heavily on a large part of humanity.
· Dialogue among believers means coming together in
the vast space of spiritual, human, and shared social
values and, from here, transmitting the highest
moral virtues that religions aim for; it also means
avoiding unproductive discussions.
· The protection of places of worship—synagogues,
churches and mosques—is a duty guaranteed by
religions, human values, laws, and international
agreements. Every attempt to attack places of
worship or threaten them by violent assaults,
burnings or destruction is a deviation from the
teachings of religions as well as a clear violation of
international law.
· Terrorism is deplorable and threatens the security of
people, be they in East or West, the North or the
South, and disseminates panic, terror and
pessimism, but this is not due to religion, even when
terrorists instrumentalize it.
· The concept of citizenship is based on the equality
of rights and duties, under which all enjoy justice.
· Good relations between East and West are
indisputably necessary for both.
· It is an essential requirement to recognize the right
of women to education and employment and to
continued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED
recognize their freedom to exercise their own
political rights.
· The protection of the fundamental rights of children
to grow up in a family environment, to receive
nutrition, education, and support are duties of the
family and society.
· The protection of the rights of the elderly, the weak,
the disabled, and the oppressed is a religious and
social obligation that must be guaranteed and
defended through strict legislation and the
implementation of the relevant international
agreements.
Some individuals and organizations have criticized
Pope Francis for going to the United Arab Emirates, and
especially for co-signing the above document with the
Moslem leader. However, when one reads exactly what
the document contains and asks for among all nations
and world religions, it is difficult to understand how
these principles are not founded on Christian values and
would lead to much better relationships between parties.
SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Many consider mercy to be the
same as pity and that being
merciful can make one feel
superior to the offender. Today’s
Scripture readings, though, invite
us to a more nuanced
understanding of mercy that we must aspire to, if our
lives are to be holy.
In the First Reading, we hear a story about King Saul,
who with his army was seeking to kill David because
Saul was jealous of David’s popularity among the
people. In a strange turn of events, Saul and his
commanders make camp very near where David and his
troops are hiding. Thus, David and Abishai enter Saul’s
camp and even his tent in the middle of the night.
Abishai suggests that they should kill Saul on the spot,
but they choose not to do so because, as David says,
Saul is God’s anointed. Only God can raise a hand
against him.
Today’s Gospel, which is part of Luke’s sermon on
the plain, is a teaching on loving one’s enemies. From a
practical point of view, we are told that we should treat
others as we would want to be treated. More
importantly, from a God-centered point of view, we are
told to be merciful like our heavenly Father, who is kind
to everyone, even the ungrateful and the wicked. The
Greek word translated as “kind” is chrestos, meaning
“useful” or “kindly.” Ironically, it was a common name
for slaves in the ancient world.

In Today’s Gospel, Jesus tells his listeners how to be
his followers when he says, “love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you,
pray for those who mistreat you.” The Catechism of the
Catholic Church teaches that our words and actions say
who we are and that we exhibit the quality of our
reverence for human dignity (#1700) in these basic
ways: preserving and cherishing the family as the
original cell of social life (#2207); protecting human life
(#2258); maintaining integrity in the powers of life and
love planted in us (#2338); respecting and protecting
creation (#2415), and living in truth and purity
(##2465,2517, 2535).
For Your Reflection: When have you shown mer cy
when it may have seemed undeserved? Do you think of
yourself as bearing the image of God? “For if you love
those who love you, what credit is that to you?” Who
does that statement demand that you love?
2019 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
“Come, Follow Me…and Share the Word”
This weekend, our parish will
be conducting the Annual
Catholic Appeal in-pew
Commitment Weekend.
Please remember that the
Annual Catholic Appeal is much different than a onetime special collection. It is a pledge campaign where
you can make a gift payable in installments.
The Annual Catholic Appeal theme, “Come, Follow
Me…and Share the Word,” was selected to remind us
to continue to answer Jesus’ call to follow him in
thought, word and deed by providing the necessary
contribution to fund ministries and services to share
God’s love with many others in our parish and our
Archdiocese.
Each pledge makes a difference! All parish
communities participate in the campaign, and the gifts
of many enable our parishes, schools, and ministries to
deliver needed services. Thank you for your prayerful
consideration and generous response.
ORDINARY LIVES,
EXTRAORDINARY MISSION
An excerpt from the above book by John R. Wood
“How we approach God is important. God isn’t a
machine or a lifeless list of laws. It is important to think
of him as a friend, a father, a mentor, and a coach.
Evangelical Christians have seemed to coin the phrase
‘personal relationship with Jesus Christ.’ As Catholics,
we need to learn from their zeal and desire for a
relationship with God. In the Catholic Church, we have
continued on page 6
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THIS WEEK
Monday, February 25
12:10 Repair My House (A/B)
Divorced & Separated (C)
5:00 Men’s Group (A)
5:30 Young Adults (B/C)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, February 26
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 D.A. (C)
Accepting the Challenge: The Benefits of
Love - Fr. Kurt Hartrich (A/B)
5:30 Legion of Mary (P)
Wednesday, February 27
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 San Damiano (C)
Five Languages of Love Book Study
Sr. Fran Sulzer FSPA, D.Min. (B)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Thursday, February 28
12:00 A.A. (C)
12:10 Financial Workshop– Catastrophic Care (B)
Friday, March 1
12:10 Scripture Study - Fr. Robert Karris (C)
A.C.A. (B)

Congratulations St. Peter’s Raffle Winner
KATLEYA HEALY
on winning the Holy Land & Turkey Pilgrimage
Sept. 7-21, 2019 led by Fr. Mario DiCicco OFM.

Exploring the U.S. Bishops
pss
Pastoral Letter on Racism
m
February 26
Accepting the Challenge: The Benefits of Love
Fr. Kurt Hartrich, O.F.M.
12:10 to 12:50 pm
St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
Free will offering. All are welcome!
Breaking Bread with
Our Neighbors in Need
Wed., March 13, 12 pm
Volunteers are needed to help ser ve
and clean up as St. Peter's Church serves
a free meal to those in need. If you would like to help,
please contact Fr. Ed Tverdek OFM at
tverdek@gmail.com.
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SCRIPTURE STUDY
1 Sam 26:2,7-9,12-13,22-23, Luke 6:27-38
Leslie was nervous. She had been preparing for this
moment all her life. Now it was here. She had been
selected to sing a major role with a renowned opera
company. It was a dream come true.
On opening night, just minutes before the curtain was to
go up, Marjorie, another cast member, found Leslie
nervously pacing backstage. “Are you OK?” she asked.
All Leslie could do was nod. Her throat felt tight and, to
tell the truth, she wasn’t sure that she was OK at all!
Marjorie knew the feeling. Years earlier Marjorie had
been the one going through first-night jitters. She
remembered that tightness, the feeling that her mouth was
lined with cotton. That was when Linda, a woman four or
five years older than Marjorie, had stopped to ask how she
was doing. Linda’s kindness and concern had been just
what Marjorie needed to help her overcome her stage
fright.
What Leslie didn’t know – and what Marjorie wasn’t
telling her – was that Marjorie had been passed over for
the very part that Leslie was to sing. Marjorie knew the
piece; she had performed it many times. But the director
said she was too old and chose Leslie instead – just as,
years earlier, he had chosen Marjorie to replace Linda.
Marjorie could easily have taken advantage of this
opportunity to kill Leslie’s confidence, to pin her to her
nervousness in order to show the director that he had made
a mistake. But Marjorie didn’t do either of those things.
Instead she lifted Leslie up, as Linda had lifted her.
“God has delivered your enemy into your grasp…”. “To
you who hear I say, love your enemies…be merciful…
forgive…give…”. Marjorie loved as she had been loved
and gave as it had been given to her, even when it was
within her grasp to destroy. Instead of attacking, Marjorie
chose to recognize Leslie’s talent and support her. Do we
do as much? Are we merciful or judgmental toward those
by whom we feel threatened? Do we do to others as we
would have them do to us? By what measure do we choose
to be measured?
by Vinal Van Benthem ofs

Ash Wednesday ~ March 6
6 am until 7 pm
All Ashes Distributed in Lower Level
Mass Schedule
No Ashes will be distributed at Masses.
6, 6:45, 7:30, 8:15, 9, 10, 11:15 am
:15, 1:15,
:15, 4:30,
:30, 5:15,
5, 6 pm
12:15,

Volunteers Needed
ed
St. Peter’s Church is in need of volunteers to direct
visitors wishing to receive ashes on Ash Wednesday. If
you would like to help, please contact Jo Ann Bednar at
312-853-2376 or joannstpeters@gmail.com.

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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all the tools, sacraments, ceremonies,
‘smells and bells,’ sights, sounds, and
beautiful traditions. All provide us more
opportunities to experience the collision
of heaven and earth, to not just learn
about God, but to physically,
emotionally, intellectually, and spiritually
experience God.
“Yet every Sunday we may just go through the motions
like robots, with no zeal and no passion. That takes the
greatest story in the history of the world and makes it
boring. We so often take the form of religion but deny
the power of it. God can only change us if we approach
him as if he is a trusted friend and loving father. We
must stop falling for the lies of the serpent who tries to
convince us that God does not love us. A relationship is
a two-way street, involving speaking and listening,
spending time together, revealing ourselves, and sharing
our hopes, dreams, fears, joy, struggles, and desires” (p.
141).
SAINT PETER’S MEN’S GROUP
You may not be aware that every Monday evening at
5:00 P.M. we have a meeting down in the auditorium
called “Saint Peter’s Men’s Group.” You will find it
listed every week in the bulletin in the Activities
section. This group has been meeting for many years
and has played a great part in the lives of many men
who have been coming together for support and
assistance as they grow and mature. The primary reason
for the group’s existence is for men who are dealing
with some aspect of sexual addiction: it could be
pornography, masturbation, marital infidelity, visiting
adult book stores, seeking massage for something other
than relief of sore muscles, feeling sexual temptations to
be too much to handle, etc.
At a meeting you will find you are not alone in what
you are dealing with; others have been struggling with
the same problems. You will also find individuals who
can testify that there is hope because they are now free
of their subjection to addiction. There will also be
persons who are willing to be your sponsor, and you
will find all this done in an atmosphere of
confidentiality, spirituality and Christian love of
neighbor. We invite anyone to try this Men’s Group
who wants to get better. That’s Mondays at 5:00 P.M.
in the St. Clare Auditorium. Spending this hour a
week could very well save your life and save your
marriage.
A CHUCKLE TO PREPARE FOR LENT
Two little boys, ages 8 and 10, were excessively
mischievous. They were always getting into trouble, and
their parents knew if any mischief occurred in their
town, their two boys were probably involved.
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The boys’ mother heard that a preacher in town had
been successful in disciplining children, so she asked if
he would speak with her boys. The preacher agreed, but
he asked to see them individually.
The mother sent the 8-year-old in the morning, and the
older boy was to see the preacher in the afternoon. The
preacher, a huge man with a deep booming voice, sat
the younger boy down and asked him sternly, “Do you
know where God is, son?”
The boy made no response, sitting there wide-eyed with
his mouth hanging open. So the preacher repeated the
question in an even sterner tone, “Where is God?”
Again, the boy made no attempt to answer. The
preacher than shook his finger in the boy’s face and
bellowed, “WHERE is GOD?”
The boy screamed, bolted from the room, ran directly
home, and dove into his closet, slamming the door
behind him. When his older brother found him in the
closet, he asked, “What happened?”
The younger brother, gasping for breath, replied, “We
are in BIG trouble this time! GOD is missing, and they
think WE did it!”

stpetersloop.org
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ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341
Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ● Sunday 9:30 am-2:00 pm

Ash Wednesday Hours ~ 7 am to 7 pm
Over 1500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards
All Beanie Babies 20% OFF!

BOOK STUDY
DY
The Five Languages of Love
Love:
ve:
The Secrets of Love that Lasts
ts
By Gary Chapman
Facilitated by
Sr. Fran Sulzer, FSPA, D.Min.
Wednesday
February 27
12:10-12:50 pm
St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
Five way
ways
ay to give and
ays
d receive
receive love
rece
ve
Affirmation
rmation
n ● Qualit
Qu ity
Quality
y Time
Time ● Re
Receiving
Receivin
R
ing Gi
Gifts
fts
Acts of Service
e ● Physical Touch

Feb. 27 Session 4: Love is a Choice
*Please read pages 122-164.
*Assigned reading. All are invited to
attend. Free will offering.

BOOK STUD
STUDY
DY
D
Y
The Four Loves
es
By C.S. Lewis
Thursdays
March 7, 14, 21, 28
12:10-12:50 pm Lower Level
Presented by

Scripture Study
Special Presentation by
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M., Ph.D.

Friday, March 1
12:10 pm, Lower Level
Overview of Structure and Christology
in John’s Gospel
Please join Fr. Karris for this special
scripture study presentation. All are
welcome!

Repair
My House
Dr. Jerry Hiller & Marilyn Rochon M.A., LCPC
Mondays, 12:10 - 12:55 pm
Lower Level - $5 donation
Duct Tape Psychology:
It Isn’t Pretty, But It Sure Does
Hold Your Stuff Together
· February 25
Over-Come Feelings of Inferiority
· March 4
Encouragement is a Required Skill

Financial Workshops
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M., Ph.D.
March 7: Session 1 ~ Affection
How does affection differ from other loves?
March 14: Session 2 ~ Friendship
How does friendship differ from companionship?
March 21: Session 3 ~ Eros
What role does Eros play in the pursuit of genuine happiness?
March 28: Session 4 ~ Charity
Why is charitable love risky business?
Assigned reading for each week. All are invited to attend.
Free will offering.

Presented by Peter Wells
12:10-12:50 pm, Lower Level
Catastrophic Care - Thurs., February 28
Workshop covers the emotional and spiritual aspects
of aging; medical and legal needs; and catastrophic
care costs and the need to be remembered.
There is no charge for these workshops. If you would
like to attend, please call to reserve your space
312-853-2376.

