St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
MARCH 3, 2019
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, March 2
5:00 pm
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M.
Sunday, March 3
9:00 am
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Saints’ Days and Observances
Sunday, March 3:
8th Sunday in Or dinar y
Time
Monday, March 4:
Or dinar y Time
Tuesday, March 5:
Or dinar y Time
Wednesday, March 6: Ash Wednesday
Thursday, March 7: Thur sday after Ash
Wednesday
Friday, March 8:
Fr iday after Ash
Wednesday
Saturday, March 9:
Satur day after Ash
Wednesday

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Br. Thom Smith O.F.M. (Vocation Office)
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal .............................................. $ 12,000
February 14-20
Total ................... $ 7,058
Difference……..$ -4,942

stpetersloop.org
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

W

ell, my brothers and sisters, we
are about to begin one of the
most sacred times of the year,
namely, Lent. We have been moving
along nicely during this month of
February, sometimes hesitantly
because of the many overcast and
dreary days and other times with uplifted spirits because
of a bit of sunshine, but now is the time to double down
and try to see the advantages of this special Lenten
season. Are you ready? You know Mardi Gras is this
coming Tuesday, so if you are going to celebrate that
tradition of partying the night away, you’d better get
your duds ready and your reservations made!
Lent really began when Constantine made Christianity
the primary religion of the Roman Empire. Literally
thousands of people, many of them pagans, began
asking to join this religion, and the Church had to find a
way to teach and to bring about good moral behavior
based on these teachings to these candidates. In most
places this became the catechumenate: a three year
period of instruction and modeling before the candidates
were ready to be baptized. During the final six weeks
before the Easter Vigil, those preparing for the
sacrament intensified their prayer and those already
baptized accompanied them in prayer. This became the
original Lent, so Lent today still has this baptismal
accompaniment as one of its elements.
However, human nature and original sin also were
things that each individual had to continue to deal with
in his/her life. Therefore the Church also exhorted the
baptized to use this Lenten period as a time of renewal,
purification and penance. From early times, fasting and
abstaining from meat (sometimes other foods as well)
became means of disciplining ourselves to ward off
temptation and to come closer to God. How often and
for how long these were mandated varied from place to
place, but there was a common strain of both throughout
the Christian world.
Lent, then, is a special time of prayer, penance,
sacrifice and good works in preparation for the
celebration of Easter. In the desire to renew the
liturgical practices of the Church, The Constitution on
the Sacred Liturgy of Vatican Council II stated, “The
two elements which are especially characteristic of
Lent—the recalling of baptism or the preparation for it,
and penance—should be given greater emphasis in the
liturgy and in liturgical catechesis. It is by means of
them that the Church prepares the faithful for the
celebration of Easter, while they hear God’s word more
frequently and devote more time to prayer” (#109).

Over the years, modifications have
been made to the Lenten observances,
making our practices not only simple
but also relatively easy. Ash
Wednesday still marks the beginning
of Lent, which lasts for 40 days, not
including Sundays. The present fasting
and abstinence rules are very simple: On Ash
Wednesday and Good Friday, the faithful are to fast
(having only one full meal a day and smaller snacks
to keep up one’s strength) and abstain from meat,
but not eggs, milk products, or condiments of any
kind, even though made from animal fat. On the
other Fridays of Lent, the faithful abstain from
meat. The rule of fasting applies to everyone
between the ages of 18 and 59; abstinence applies to
all those 14 years of age and older.
Our bishops have always encouraged prayer, acts of
self-denial, almsgiving and works of personal charity
during Lent. A few examples of what these might be are
attending Mass daily or several times a week, praying
the rosary, making the Way of the Cross either
individually or communally (at St. Peter’s at 4:15 on the
Fridays of Lent), spending some time each week before
the exposed Blessed Sacrament, reading to the blind,
helping at a soup kitchen, visiting the sick and shut-ins,
giving an overworked mother a break by babysitting,
etc. What is important is that each of us decides to do
something that is doable and that we can really commit
to for Lent. Last year I recommended that you consider
putting into your Lenten observance the actual living of
the spiritual and corporal works of mercy; that could be
excellent this year as well. Don’t try to do them all;
rather, single out one or the other and set up a practical
way of accomplishing that one or two throughout these
six weeks of Lent.
Now is the time to plan how you will begin Lent on
Ash Wednesday. We will celebrate Masses at 6:00,
6:45, 7:30, 8:15, 9:00, 10:00, 11:15, 12:15, 1:15, 4:30,
5:15, and 6:00. Confessions will be heard
continuously from 7:00 A.M. until 6:00 P.M. Ashes
will be distributed down in the auditorium beginning
at 6:00 A.M. and continuing uninterruptedly until
7:00 P.M. The Gift Shop will be open for your
convenience from 7:00 A.M. until 7:00 P.M. Don’t
hesitate to invite some of your friends from work to
accompany you to St. Peter’s on Ash Wednesday. NonCatholics may receive ashes; they may be excited to
know that you thought enough of them to invite them to
come along.
We look forward to seeing you often during this
Lenten Season. Let’s together make it one of the most
continued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED
productive Lents in a long time. After all, we can all
support one another in the faith community by the
example we give, by our joyful countenance even when
we are fasting and abstaining, by our works of charity,
and by our prayer for each other.
EIGHTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
The integrity and credibility of a
person is evident in the words
that he or she speaks. Today’s
readings help us to reflect on our
tendency to overlook our faults
but judge others. These
Scriptures provide an opportunity to examine our
tendency to act harshly toward others while acting
kindly to ourselves. As we are only a few days before
entering the season of Lent, this is an apt time for such
reflection.
In today’s First Reading, we hear several wise sayings
of Ben Sira, the author of the Book of Sirach. Each is a
metaphor to help us recognize that our secret motives
and intentions will be revealed in our words. Whether
good or bad, we cannot keep them hidden.
In the Second Reading, Paul recalls the words of the
prophet Hosea and exclaims, “Where, O death, is your
victory?” This question is rhetorical insofar as it is
designed not to elicit an answer but to emphasize a
point. He knows without a doubt that death will never
be victorious, because God gave us victory over sin and
death through the crucified Christ. Earlier in this letter,
Paul describes Christ as God’s wisdom (1Cor 1:22-24).
The Gospel presents Jesus as introducing a parable
with the rhetorical query “Can a blind person lead a
blind person?” What follows is a collection of wise
sayings about not judging others lest you come under
judgment yourself. The teaching follows upon promises
that the poor and disenfranchised will be blessed in
God’s kingdom and that one’s enemies should be loved.
St. Paul lets the Corinthian community know that their
witness to the Christian life matters when he tells them
to “be firm, steadfast, always fully devoted to the work
of the Lord.” Likewise, the Catechism of the Catholic
Church notes the Christian’s duty to act as a witness.
“The duty of Christians to take part in the life of the
Church impels them to act as witnesses of the Gospel
and of the obligations that flow from it. This witness is
a transmission of the faith in words and deeds. Witness
is an act of justice that establishes the truth or makes it
known” (#2472).
In the Second Reading, Paul tells the Corinthians how
Baptism makes a difference. For Christians, death will

not hold its sting because they have been clothed with
immortality. The Catechism explains: “By death the
soul is separated from the body, but in the resurrection
God will give incorruptible life to our body,
transformed by reunion with our soul. Just as Christ is
risen and lives forever, so all of us will rise at the last
day. Jesus conquered death once and for all
time” (#1016).
For Your Reflection: Do you consider how your
words and actions actually reveal your basic
motivations and intentions? Are you satisfied that you
have integrity in that regard as a follower of Christ?
How do you try to give witness to your faith in the
everyday things of your life? Are you willing to let your
words and actions bespeak who you are called to be as a
Christian?
THE STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Friday during Lent we pray
the Stations of the Cross
publically in church at 4:15 P.M.
This devotion began in Jerusalem
many centuries ago when
Christians began walking the path
that was thought to be the one Jesus walked on Good
Friday as he moved from being condemned to death by
Pilate, travelled the streets where he met Cyrus of
Cyrene, the weeping Women, and the Blessed Mother,
fell several times and then arrived at Golgotha to be
crucified. Even though many of us may never get to
Jerusalem to trace the steps of Jesus, we can walk with
Him as we move from station to station in church,
meditating on his sufferings, death and burial for our
salvation.
You are most welcome to join others each Lenten
Friday afternoon to make this journey; you may either
stay in one pew or join us as we physically move
around the church. I remind you that on these Lenten
Fridays Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament will take
place shortly after 4:00 P.M. so that we can begin the
Stations on time at 4:15.
BREAKING BREAD WITH
OUR NEIGHBORS IN NEED
The friars and staff of St. Peter’s in the
Loop are once again inviting people in
need to join us for a meal and
companionship here at the church (you
might remember that we did this for the
first time last November in conjunction
with the World Day of the Poor) now on Wednesday,
March 13, at 12:00 noon. We are preparing to serve as
many people as possible in our auditorium along with
continued on page 6
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THIS WEEK
Monday, March 4
12:10 Repair My House (A/B)
Divorced & Separated (C)
5:00 Men’s Group (A)
5:30 Young Adults (B/C)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, March 5
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 D.A. (C)
Ash Wednesday, March 6
Ashes Distribution—6 am to 7 pm
Lower Level Auditorium (A/B/C)
Thursday, March 7
12:00 A.A. (C)
12:10 Book Study - The Four Loves
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M., Ph.D.
Friday, March 8
12:10 Scripture Study - Deacon David (C)
A.C.A. (B)

Ash Wednesday ~ March 6
6 am until 7 pm
All Ashes Distributed
in Lower Level
Mass Schedule
No Ashes will be distributed at Masses.
6, 6:45, 7:30, 8:15, 9, 10, 11:15 am
12:15, 1:15, 4:30, 5:15, 6 pm
Stations of the Cross
ss
4:15 pm in the Church
March 15, 22, 29; April 5, 12
Good Friday, April 19 - 5:15 pm
Volunteer Needed
St. Peter
Pete
ter’
ter
rr’ss Church
Ch
relies on a
number off vo
volunteers
volu
to function
efficiently.
y. On
One job is the weekly
task of ironing the purificators
ta
used at Mass
Mass.
ss.. If you are interested in performing
this service, please
ease
se con
contact
onta
tact
ct Phi
Philip Bujnowski, our
sacristan, at 312
3122-628
628628
8-1254.
54.
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SCRIPTURE STUDY
Luke 6: 39-45
Have you ever walked into a room and had the distinct
feeling that something was “off”? People seemed to be
getting along but there was something about the
situation that made you uncomfortable. Perhaps it was
the lack of courtesy when the office manager spoke to
her assistant, or the mechanic’s rudeness when you
brought your car in for service. Something wasn’t right.
Their actions spoke louder than their words.
Or did you ever walk in expecting problems but ended
up experiencing just the opposite? The image of the
used car salesman comes to mind. Probably one of the
most maligned professions (second, perhaps, only to
lawyers), the used car salesman is usually described as
someone who paints a pretty picture of a car in mint
condition knowing full well that it’s been in a major
wreck. We’re almost surprised when he or she deals
with us honestly.
The truth is that we often see in others the very traits
that we try to avoid seeing in ourselves. People around
us become a kind of mirror reflecting both our virtues
and our vices. Maybe we’re suspicious of someone
else’s honesty because we know we haven’t always
been honest ourselves. When the store clerk rings up an
item at more than it’s marked we’re quick to complain,
but do we protest when the price charged is less than it
should be? If I’m the one selling the used car do I claim
it’s in better shape than it actually is? Do I “forget” to
mention that it’s been in an accident, or that it drinks oil
and guzzles gas? Maybe one reason lawyers become
the target of so many bad jokes is that people hire them
in an attempt to get out of taking responsibility for their
own actions and then blame them for being successful.
It’s easy for us to see the culpability of others. It’s
harder to see our own. But then, considering the size of
the beam in our eye, it’s sometimes a wonder that we
can see anything at all.
by Vinal Van Benthem ofs

Altar Servers an
and
nd
n
d
Ministers of Communion
on
St. Peter's is seeking Altar
Servers and Ministers of
Communion for the 6:00 pm Mass on Sundays.
Training to prepare for these ministries is available
on weekdays or weekends.
If you regularly attend this Mass and would like to
help out, please contact the Director of Liturgy,
James Kapellas, at stpeterliturgy@gmail.com or
312-853-2418.

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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the help of many restaurants in the Loop who are
donating food. We are hoping that many of our needy
brothers and sisters will join us for this occasion. If
anyone would like to volunteer to help us prepare for
the meal, serve the meal, or clean up after the meal, we
would welcome your assistance by contacting Fr. Ed
Tverdek at tverdek@gmail.com. This is an opportunity
to feed the hungry, a corporal work of mercy, and a
great Lenten practice.
AN OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUNG WOMEN
The Little Sisters of the Poor invite young
women in vocational discernment to join
them for a weekend service trip among the
elderly poor. This experience from 6:00
PM on Friday, March 22, until 2:00 PM on
Sunday, March 24, is open to single Catholic women
ages 18-35 who are considering a vocation to the
consecrated religious life. There is no cost to
participate; meals and accommodations will be
provided. Register at
vcchicago@littlesistersofthepoor.org or 773-484-8444.
The registration deadline is March 18th.
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
We remind you that Daylight
Saving Time goes into effect this
year at 2:00 A.M. on next Sunday,
March 10. Be sure to set your clock
ahead one hour before you go to
bed on Saturday so that you will be
able to arrive on time for Sunday Mass. All too often we
hear people asking us something like, “Father, when did
you change the Mass times?” The answer: “We didn’t
change the Mass times; the government changed the
time throughout the United States.” I happen to be a fan
of the longer hours of daylight in the evening, so I
welcome the change.
2019 ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL
“Come, Follow Me…and share the Word”
This weekend our parish will be
conducting a Follow-Up for the
Annual Catholic Appeal so that
any regular weekend
participants at St. Peter’s who
were not able to be here last weekend may have an
opportunity to make a gift or pledge to the campaign.
Please remember that the Annual Catholic Appeal is
much different than a one-time special collection. It is a
pledge campaign where you can make a gift payable in
installments.
The ACA theme, “Come, Follow Me…and share
the Word,” was selected to remind us that our
contributions to the Annual Catholic Appeal enable the
funded ministries and services to share God’s love with
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many others in our parish and in our Archdiocese.
Each pledge makes a difference because all parishes
participate in the campaign and the gifts of many enable
our Archdiocese to deliver needed ministries and
services. Once we have reached our goal of $12,964.44,
all monies received above that amount are returned
100% to St. Peter’s in order to help us pay our regular
bills.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration and
generous response.
A CHUCKLE FOR THE LENTEN SEASON
A lawyer, a doctor, and a preacher went hunting
together. When a prize buck ran past them, they all fired
at the exact same moment and the buck dropped.
However, there was only one bullet hole, and they
didn’t know which of them shot it. So they took it to the
registration center, not knowing who should tag it.
The agent said, “Let me look at the deer. Sometimes I
can figure it out.”
He asked a few questions, examined the deer carefully,
and declared, “The preacher shot this buck!”
Amazed, they all asked how he knew. Stooping down,
he pointed out the wound. “See here. It went in one ear
and out the other.”

stpetersloop.org
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ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341
Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ● Sunday 10 am-2 pm

Ash Wednesday Hours ~ 7 am to 7 pm
Over 1500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards
All Beanie Babies 20% OFF!

BOOK STUD
STUDY
DY
Y
The Four Loves
ess
By C.S. Lewis
Thursdays
March 7, 14, 21, 28
12:10-12:50 pm Lower Level
Presented by

Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M., Ph.D.

March 7: Session 1 ~ Affection
How does affection differ from other loves?
Please read Chapters 1-3.
March 14: Session 2 ~ Friendship
How does friendship differ from companionship?
Please read Chapter 4.
March 21: Session 3 ~ Eros
What role does Eros play in the pursuit of
genuine happiness?
Please read Chapter 5.
March 28: Session 4 ~ Charity
Why is charitable love risky business?
Please read Chapter 6.
Assigned reading for each week.
All are invited to attend. Free will offering.

Repair
My House
Dr. Jerry Hiller & Marilyn Rochon M.A., LCPC
Mondays, 12:10 - 12:55 pm
Lower Level - $5 donation
Duct Tape Psychology:
It Isn’t Pretty, But It Sure Does
Hold Your Stuff Together
March 4 - Encouragement is a Required Skill

Lenten
L
enten Lecture
re Series 2019
9

Healing: Everyone
ryo
ry
Needs IItt
Tuesdays - March 12, 19, 26; April 2, 9
12:10-12:50 pm, Lower Level
March 12 Obtaining Peace of Mind:
The Pursuit of Psychological
Mental Healing

Dr. Jerry Hiller
March 19 Living with the Cross of Cancer:
A Sojourn to Spiritual Healing

Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
March 26 I’ve Got Feelings Too:
A Path to Emotional Healing

Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
April 2

In Retrospect:
Healing of Hurtful Memories

Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
April 9

The Healing Effects of the
Sacrament of the Anointing
of the Sick

Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Free will offering is greatly appreciated.

Hospitality Sunday
March 17
After the
9 am and 11 am Masses
Please join us in the St. Clare Auditorium on the
lower level for coffee, cake and conversation.

