St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
MARCH 24, 2019
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, March 23
5:00 pm
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M.
Sunday, March 24
9:00 am
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.

Saints’ Days and Observances
Sunday, March 24:
3r d Sunday of Lent
Monday, March 25:
Annunciation of the Lor d
Tuesday, March 26:
Lenten Weekday
Wednesday, March 27: Lenten Weekday
Thursday, March 28: Lenten Weekday
Friday, March 29:
Lenten Weekday
Saturday, March 30:
Lenten Weekday

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Br. Thom Smith O.F.M. (Vocation Office)
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal .............................................. $ 12,000
March 7-13
Total .................. $ 11,053
Difference…….$
- 947

stpetersloop.org
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

W

e are several weeks removed
from the beginning of Lent on
Ash Wednesday, March 6, but I have
been thinking back on our Ash
Wednesday experience from time to
time. Ash Wednesday at St. Peter’s has
been exceptional for many years.
Some years ago there were so many
people wanting to receive ashes on that day that we had
to have police officers stationed outside the church and
police barriers along the sidewalk to make sure that the
lines were kept in order and pedestrians allowed to
follow along unhindered. It certainly made for a great
witness to passersby that something very important was
happening at the church.
Those days are somewhat gone nowadays, but we still
have a semblance of this witness, especially during the
midday hours on Ash Wednesday. The lobby of St.
Peter’s is filled with all kinds of people here for a
variety of reasons. Some are wanting to celebrate the
Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confession or Penance);
others are waiting to get into church to participate in one
of the twelve Masses celebrated on Ash Wednesday
(and many of these Masses were packed with people
who often sacrificed some or all of their lunch hour to
attend); others were here to have their forehead ashed as
an outward sign of their repentance and intention to
repent, and still others wanted to visit the Book and Gift
Shop to purchase some Lenten materials for use
throughout the penitential season.
It is a humbling experience to be a minister of ashes
and to pronounce the solemn words “Remember you are
dust and unto dust you shall return” or “Repent and
believe in the Gospel.” It is edifying to recognize that
all are welcome: the rich and the poor, the elderly and
the young, the tall and the short, male and female, the
professional and the unemployed, the student and the
retired. On this day everyone is equal, everyone is
acknowledged as sinner, everyone is in need of
conversion. And at least for this one day we are willing
to keep the ashes on our foreheads as long as possible,
thereby allowing others to see us for who we are:
Christians in need of constant conversion and people on
the road to further identification with Jesus Our Lord. In
this regard, it was truly unfortunate that a young student
in a Utah school district was forced to wash his ashes
off by a teacher who said he could not give witness in
this way. Thankfully the district apologized and the
teacher reprimanded.
The witness of our ashes for that one day hearkens
back in one sense to the penitential practice of the early
Church when public sinners confessed their sins to the

bishop on Ash Wednesday and then
did public penance for an assigned
number of weeks, or even years in
some instances. Often these public
sinners had to stand outside the church
on Sundays, clad in sackcloth and
ashes, to beg forgiveness of the
Christian community and to ask for
prayers from those going to Mass. They were not
permitted to be part of the worshipping community and
to receive Eucharist during their time of penance. It was
only after they had completed their penance (and
hopefully resolved to not sin in like manner again) that
they were given absolution during Holy Week and
received back into the community on Holy Thursday.
We have lost some of the external witness of those
first centuries in our more privatized celebration of
confession now, but one way we can retrieve it is to
participate in the Communal Form of Confession which
we celebrate twice during Lent and several other times
during the year. In that form we all are there as sinners,
and we confess publically in the midst of the
community. It does bring out that our sinfulness is not
just between God and myself, but my sinfulness also
harms the community by my negative example. At any
rate, if you have not yet made your Lenten confession,
don’t wait too much longer to do so.
Another aspect that you might consider is trying to
speak more openly about your Catholic faith when
appropriate rather than hesitating out of fear or of
possibly being mocked. Always remember St. Paul’s
admonition that we are called to be “fools for Christ.”
May you continue to have a fruitful Lenten observance.
THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
The demands of daily life can be so
great that we sometimes find it easy
to rationalize bad behavior. But then
something happens that makes us
aware of our failures and
limitations. We acknowledge our behaviors and move
forward a changed person.
The First Reading today tells the story of Moses’
encounter with God in the burning bush. Distracted
from herding sheep, Moses checks out a curious sight—
a bush that burns without burning up. In that moment,
God directs him to step out of his mundane world into a
holy space. Moses responds in terror, afraid to see
God’s face. He is given a mission and again he cowers,
saying something to the effect of “Who am I to do this
thing?” and “I don’t even know who you are!” He owns
his inadequacies, but he goes forward in trust of God’s
continued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED
care. Sometimes we change
our ways out of fear of
punishment.
In the Second Reading,
Paul alludes to a later part of
the Exodus story to remind
the Corinthian community
not to follow the Israelites’ example. They had
experienced God’s presence in the parting of the sea,
the manna, and the water from the rock, and still they
grumbled against God and committed evil deeds,
resulting in punishment by poisonous serpents.
People sometimes try to make sense of horrific
tragedies by saying that it is God’s punishment for
wrongdoing. In today’s Gospel, Jesus says that this is
not necessarily the case, but he uses the image of the
slaughter and defilement of innocent Galileans to
emphasize the necessity of repentance.
In the First Reading, God introduces himself to Moses
as “the God of your fathers.” Dei Verbum explains that
God had chosen this people through whom salvation
would come to the world. “In his great love God
intended the salvation of the entire human race. In
preparation for this, in a special undertaking, he chose
for himself a people to whom he would entrust his
promises” (#14).
In the Gospel, the gardener promises to take steps to
nurture the tree that has not borne fruit. The gardener is
being proactive just as Christians need to be. Pope
Francis states in Evangelii gaudium: “The Church
which ‘goes forth’ is a community of missionary
disciples who take the first step, who are involved and
supportive, who bear fruit and rejoice. An evangelizing
community knows that the Lord has taken the initiative,
he has loved us first, and therefore we can move
forward, boldly take the initiative, go out to others, seek
those who have fallen away, stand at the crossroads, and
welcome the outcast. Such a community has an endless
desire to show mercy, the fruit of its own experience of
the power of the Father’s infinite mercy” (#24).
The gardener in the Gospel plans to cultivate the
ground and fertilize it so that it will bear fruit. A d
gentes divinitas explains that this happens with the
Word of God. “The seed which is the word of God
grows out of good soil watered by the divine dew; it
absorbs moisture, transforms it, and makes it part of
itself, so that eventually it bears much fruit” (#22).
For Your Reflection: Dur ing this Lent, how can you
reflect the mercy and kindness of God? What would it
mean to you to take to heart Paul’s admonition not to
grumble? How has someone nurtured your faith?

SOLEMNITY OF THE ANNUNCIATION
Monday, March 25, 2019
The Feast of the Annunciation is
one of the twelve great feasts of
the liturgical year. It celebrates the
announcement given by the
archangel Gabriel to Mary that she
would conceive and give birth to
the Son of God. We read in the
Gospel of Luke (1:26-38):
In the sixth month, the angel Gabriel was sent
from God to a town of Galilee called Nazareth,
to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, of
the house of David, and the virgin’s name was
Mary. And coming to her, he said, “Hail,
favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was
greatly troubled at what was said and pondered
whatsort of greeting this might be. Then the
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. Behold, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you shall name him Jesus. He will be great and
will be called Son of the Most High, and the
Lord God will give him the throne of David his
father, and he will rule over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be
no end.
But Mary said to the angel, “How can this be,
since I have no relations with a man?” And the
angel said to her in reply, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be
born will be called holy, the Son of God. And
behold, Elizabeth, your relative, has also
conceived a son in her old age, and this is the
sixth month for her who was called barren; for
nothing will be impossible for God.”
Mary said, “Behold, I am the handmaid of the
Lord. May it be done to me according to your
word.” Then the angel departed from her.
The feast is observed on March 25, which is nine
months before the Christmas celebration of the birth of
Jesus. The correlation between the conception of Christ
and his death falling on the same day follows a doctrinal
belief of the early Church, which proposed that many of
the major events in the Bible coincided with the Spring
Equinox. Events such as the creation of the Earth, the
creation of Adam, and the crossing of the Red Sea were
purported to have occurred on this date.
The origin of this feast can be traced back to the early
continued on page 6
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THIS WEEK
Monday, March 25 Annunciation of the Lord
11:40 am Solemn Mass with Choir
5:40 pm Solemn Vespers
12:10 Divorced & Separated (C)
Repair My House (A/B)
5:00 Men’s Group (A)
5:30 Young Adults (B/C)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, March 26
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 D.A. (C)
Lenten Lecture Series—Fr. Ed Shea (A/B)
5:30 Legion of Mary (P)
Wednesday, March 27
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 San Damiano (C/A)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Thursday, March 28
12:00 A.A. (C)
12:10 Book Study - The Four Loves
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M., Ph.D.
Friday, March 29
12:10 Scripture Study - Deacon David (C)
A.C.A. (B)
4:15 Stations of the Cross (Church)

Annunciation of the Lord
Monday, March 25
Solemn Mass with Choir
11:40 am
Solemn Vespers ~ 5:40 pm

Scripture Study
Special Presentation by
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SCRIPTURE STUDY
Ex. 3:1-8a, 13-15
Moses was Jewish – an Israelite, son-in-law of
Jethro, the priest of Midian. Now, that being said,
would you not think that if God wanted to talk with
Moses God might have had ample opportunity to find
him at prayer? Wouldn’t Moses have been more
likely to expect God to talk to him when he was
contemplating spiritual things? Maybe he wouldn’t
have been so hesitant about doing what God wanted if
he had had a little warning – like when he was
praying! But that’s not where God chose to meet
Moses. God chose to meet Moses when “Moses was
tending the flock…” In other words, God chose to
meet Moses at work!
“[Moses] was surprised to see that the bush, though
on fire, was not consumed.” I’ll bet he was surprised!
Just think about it. My son’s friend, Steve, is a
landscape architect. What would happen if, while
Steve was out visiting a client, he came upon a bush
that “…though on fire, was not consumed.”? Steve
knows bushes so, being curious (like Moses), he’d
probably walk over to “…look at it more closely”.
What do you think he’d do if he heard a voice coming
out of the bush calling “Steve! Steve!”? I’m guessing
that, after making sure that it wasn’t one of his friends
playing a joke on him, he would not only be surprised
but probably scared silly! Steve’s Catholic, and he
might (and this is a stretch) be able to handle it if he
heard God calling his name at Mass. But at work? I
don’t think so!
After Moses went over to check out the bush (and
got over being surprised) he responded, “Here I
am….” That’s when God told him that that place –
the place where Moses worked – was “holy ground.”
Do we believe that God is everywhere? Even in our
workplace? Why is the workplace so often the very
last place we expect to find God? Could it be that we
don’t want to find God there? Could it be that we’re
so busy making a living that even a burning bush
couldn’t get our attention?
by Vinal Van Benthem ofs

Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M., Ph.D.

Friday, April 5
12:10 pm, Lower Level
The Book of Signs and the Role of the
Paraclete in John’s Gospel
Please join Fr. Karris for this special
scripture study presentation. All are
welcome!

Stations of the Cross
ss
4:15 pm in the Church
March 29; April 5, 12
Good Friday, April 19 - 5:15 pm

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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fifth century. It began in the Eastern Church during the
time of the Council of Ephesus, in 431 A.D., and
became an observance in the Western Church around
496 A.D. From its inception, there were major
differences in the central theme of the feast. The Eastern
Church centered the feast on the conception of Christ
and His incarnation as the Son of God. The focus of the
celebration was God’s power as manifested through the
Holy Spirit to birth the humanity of the Christ, a being
free from the taint of sin. Christ, in turn, would begin a
new generation of the children of God, born of the Spirit
through the redemption of His sacrifice.
For the Western Church, the Annunciation is a feast
honoring the Virgin Mary as the mother of God. The
emphasis of the celebration is placed on her acceptance
of this honor as the fulfillment of the prophecy written
in Isaiah 7:14. It is from this feast that the “Hail Mary,”
the recitation of the rosary, and the Magnificat of
Vespers have become a steadfast part of Catholic
tradition. For Christians everywhere, the Annunciation
can be a reminder of the ongoing work of the Holy
Spirit in the lives of believers as we are transformed into
a people filled and guided by spirit.
In Eastern Christianity, Mary is referred to as
Theotokos (God-bearer). Consequently, a beautiful
hymn attributed to St. Athanasius of Alexandria sums
up the theology of the feast:
Today is the beginning of our salvation
and the revelation of the eternal mystery!
The Son of God becomes the Son of the Virgin
as Gabriel announces the coming of Grace.
Together with him, let us cry to the Theotokos:
“Rejoice, O Full of Grace, the Lord is with
you!”
Here at St. Peter’s we will celebrate this great feast
with a Solemn Mass at 11:40 (there will be no 12:15
Mass this day due to the length of the Feast day
Mass) and with Solemn Vespers that afternoon at
5:40 P.M. in church. We hope you will be able to join
us for one or the other or for both on Monday.
LITTLE SISTERS OF THE POOR
On this coming Tuesday, March 26, 2019,
the Little Sisters of the Poor will be visiting
our parish as they have done for many years
during the Lenten Season. They will give a
short explanation of their ministry during the weekday
Masses and then accept your donations afterwards in the
lobby. Here in Chicago this is one of over 180 Homes
operated by the Little Sisters in 31 countries throughout
the world. Your support will enable them to continue
their mission of caring for the elderly poor in a spirit of
joy and dignity. Any assistance you are able to give will
be deeply appreciated. Blessings! To learn more about
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their apostolate, please go to
www.littlesistersofthepoorchicago.org.
A BIG THANK YOU
We at St. Peter’s are well aware that so
much of what we do ministerially can
only happen because of the wonderful
volunteers we have who give of their
time, talent and effort in a variety of ways. In particular
I want to thank you all for all you did on Ash
Wednesday, for the Meal for the Poor on Wednesday,
March 13, and for serving as Communion ministers,
readers, acolytes, thurifers, and ushers at both our
weekend and weekday services. Even though we try to
thank you individually at specific times, we don’t
recognize you often enough in a communal fashion.
Know that we appreciate your willingness to be part of
St. Peter’s; you are always remembered in our prayers
and Masses. God bless you all!
A CHUCKLE FOR THE LENTEN SEASON
After waiting more than an hour and a half for her date,
Sarah decided she had been stood up. Exasperated, she
changed from her dinner dress into pajamas and
slippers, fixed some popcorn and hot chocolate, and
resigned herself to an evening of TV.
No sooner had she flopped down in front of the TV
when the doorbell rang. Her dad went to the door, and
there stood her date. The young man took one look at
Sarah on the couch and gasped, “I’m two hours late and
she’s still not ready?”

stpetersloop.org
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ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341
Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ● Sunday 10 am-2 pm

Lenten Items Now Available
Over 1500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards

BOOK STUDY
STUD
DY
Y
The Four Loves
ess
By C.S. Lewis
Thursdays
March 28
12:10-12:50 pm Lower Level
Presented by

Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M., Ph.D.

March 28: Session 4 ~ Charity
Why is charitable love risky business?
Please read Chapter 6.
All are invited to attend. Free will offering.

Lenten
L
enten Lecture
re Series 2019
9

Healing: Everyone
ryo
ry
Needs IItt
Tuesdays - March 26; April 2, 9
12:10-12:50 pm, Lower Level
March 26
I’ve Got Feelings Too:
A Path to Emotional Healing

Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
April 2
In Retrospect:
Healing of Hurtful Memories

Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.

Catching Fir
Fire
rre
e
Becoming Flam
Flame:
Flame
me:
e:
A Guide for Spirit
Spiritual
Spiritu
itu
itua
ua
al
Transformation
on
Author: Albert Haase

April Book Study Presented by:
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M., Ph.D.
Wednesdays, April 3, 10, 17, 24
12:10-12:50 pm Lower Level
April 3: The Spark from God:
An Introduction to the Spiritual Life
Pre-Read Pages 1-32
April 10: Kindling: Basic Spiritual Concepts
Pre-Read Pages 33-74
April 17: Fanning the Flame: Discernment
Pre-Read Pages 117-156
April 24: Becoming All Flame:
Dynamic Commitments
Pre-Read Pages 157-218
Assigned Reading each week.
All are invited to attend. Free will offering.

April 9
The Healing Effects of the
Sacrament of the Anointing
of the Sick

Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Free will offering is greatly appreciated.
All are welcome to attend.

Repair My House
Dr. Jerry Hiller & Marilyn
Rochon M.A., LCPC
Mondays, 12:10 - 12:55 pm
Lower Level - $5 donation
Duct Tape Psychology 2: It Isn’t Pretty, But It
Sure Does Hold Your Stuff Together
March 25: Giving Up Bad Habits: The Challenge
April 1: Self-Sabotage
April 8: Stop Allowing Other People’s Stuff
to Get to You
April 29: Re-Claiming Lost/Forgotten Parts of
Yourself
May 6:
Self-Forgiveness: The Challenge

