St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
MARCH 31, 2019
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, March 30
5:00 pm
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Sunday, March 31
9:00 am
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.

Saints’ Days and Observances
Sunday, March 31: 4th Sunday of Lent
Monday, April 1:
Lenten Weekday
Tuesday, April 2:
Lenten Weekday
Wednesday, April 3: Lenten Weekday
Thursday, April 4: Lenten Weekday
Friday, April 5:
Lenten Weekday
Saturday, April 6:
Lenten Weekday

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412

-2-

March 31, 2019

FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Br. Thom Smith O.F.M. (Vocation Office)
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal .............................................. $ 12,000
March 14-20
Total ................. $ 9,999
Difference…….$ -2,001

stpetersloop.org
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

A

s I begin to write this message, I
am still trying to absorb the fact
and the horror of someone killing 50
Muslims during Friday prayer in two
different mosques in New Zealand. Of
course I know that all too frequently
here in our city someone either gets
into a confrontation with another
person and then pulls out a gun and
shoots the other. Or we hear of an
innocent child being killed by a stray bullet entering a
home where he/she is playing or sleeping. Or we have
the case of apparent gang shootings that supposedly are
meant to “teach a lesson” or to “show who is in charge.”
All of these cases are repugnant enough and indicate
that more and more we have lost respect for human life
under all sorts of circumstances, including taking the
life of an unborn child through abortion.
Then we have the increasing number of mass
shootings that are occurring throughout the United
States and elsewhere: in Charleston, South Carolina, by
a lone gunman firing at participants gathered in a church
for Bible study and prayer; in Orlando, Florida, where a
lone gunman fired into a nightclub killing whomever
was nearby; in Aurora, Colorado and Parkland, Florida,
where an individual gunman entered a school and shot
whomever he encountered. Then there was the case of
the man in Las Vegas, Nevada, who fired from a high
rise hotel window at a large group of people gathered
for an outdoor concert killing dozens of people and
injuring many more. And we are still reeling from the
shooting inside a company in Aurora, Illinois, just a few
weeks ago. Unfortunately I could mention all too many
more such examples of innocent people being murdered
because they happened to be in the wrong place at the
right time.
But now we are trying to absorb this horrific news of
the 50 people killed in two separate attacks in an Islamic
mosque in Christchurch, New Zealand, along with
numerous additional injuries, some of them critical.
They were gathered together for Friday prayer
according to the Muslim custom. What was their
problem? Who could possibly be so distraught to both
plan and then execute such a heinous crime? What kind
of person could think along these lines and again have
so little regard for human life? Why could something
like this happen in our lifetime, and in a country where
the gun violence is so low that many of the police
officers do not even carry guns when they are on duty?
Now we know the shooter was Brenton Tarrant,
whose Facebook page streamed a graphic and extremely
disturbing live video showing him gunning down people

praying and who posted links to a
rambling “manifesto” on Twitter that
he dubbed “The Great Replacement.”
The manifesto is basically a grievance
document that lays out Tarrant’s
twisted beliefs that mass murder is
justified by immigration and low
European birthrates. In one especially
bizarre section, the gunman presents a
list of questions that he assumes people
will want to know—why he did it, who influenced him,
etc. He then answers the questions in the lengthy
document. Overall, he is motivated by a perception of
white victimhood that he believes justifies violence.
“We must crush immigration and deport those
invaders already living on our soil,” he wrote. “It is not
just a matter of our prosperity, but the very survival of
our people.” In another place he states that he believes
whites are facing “genocide” and admits that he acted in
part because of race. The end of the manifesto
proclaims, “Europa arises.” He is fixated on birthrates:
“If there is one thing I want you to remember from these
writings, it’s that the birthrates must change. Even if we
would deport all non-Europeans from our land
tomorrow, we still would be spiraling into decay and
eventual death.”
He describes himself as just an ordinary white man,
28 years old, born in Australia to a working class, low
income family. “My parents are of Scottish, Irish and
English stock. I had a regular childhood, without any
great issues. I had little interest in education during my
schooling, barely achieving a passing grade.” Again he
stated, “I am just a regular white man, from a regular
family, who decided to take a stand to ensure a future
for my people.”
In the manifesto, Tarrant makes it clear he intended to
attack Muslims. He refers to Turks as “roaches” and
orders them to “flee to your own lands, while you still
have the chance.” He claimed that European men “are to
blame. Weak men have created this situation and strong
men are needed to fix it.” Muslims are “the most
despised group of invaders in the West, attacking them
receives the greatest level of support.” He also ranted
about climate change, saying that by killing “the
invaders,” he could “kill the overpopulation and by
doing so save the environment.”
Although he was only 28 years old, he became
radicalized and decided that in his mind he had only one
alternative, and that was to act. He had arrived at a point
where he had concluded that the white race was far
superior to all other people and that he needed to do his
continued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED
part to save his own race now. He was and is a white
supremacist, and anyone who was “other” was
infringing upon his supremacy. He could not see that
diversity of color, culture, background and religion,
rather than being a problem, was actually a good. These
“others” were not brothers and sisters; rather they were
individuals and groups who were causing harm and
disgust. They needed to be taken out rather than
embraced for their contribution to a society that
welcomes variety and difference and who can work
together to build a just and peaceful nation.
Hatred has no place in our hearts and souls. Jesus calls
us not only to believe that every single person is created
in the image and likeness of God but also to live that
belief each and every moment of every day. A tragedy
as has occurred in Christchurch, New Zealand, impels
us to condemn what has happened, to do everything we
can to not allow it to repeat itself elsewhere, and to ask
ourselves honestly whether as Christians and Catholics
we are living what we believe. We cannot stay silent
and passive. Now is the time to proclaim from the
housetops that we will not just tolerate diversity but that
we will treat every person with dignity and respect. Less
than that is not who we are called to be as children of
God.
FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
The episode narrated in the Book of
Joshua today tells of a new chapter in
the history of the chosen people.
Gilgal commemorates the place where
the Israelites entered the promised
land after their time in the wilderness. After 40 years
they entered Canaan under the leadership of Joshua and
began settling in the land. Today we hear that they
“celebrated the Passover,” commemorating their
deliverance from Egypt under Moses. During their time
in the wilderness, the Lord provided them with manna,
but now we hear that for the first time “they ate of the
produce of the land,” and “the manna ceased.” Now
they begin to eat off the land God has given them.
Paul tells us that to share in the life of Christ is to be
“a new creation.” Because of our sins we were alienated
from God, but God is “reconciling the world to himself
in Christ.” In saying God “made him to be sin,” Paul
means that Christ became the offering to God on behalf
of our sins. His death ransomed us from death and
reconciled us to God.
It is significant that Luke tells us that today’s parable
is addressed to “the Pharisees and scribes” who were
complaining about the fact that Jesus is associating with
“tax collectors and sinners.” In his introduction to the

parable of the prodigal son, he calls us to focus on the
complaints of the older brother, who was resentful of
his younger brother and his father’s mercy. Like the
older brother, the Pharisees and scribes complain about
the mercy shown to “your son.” The older brother will
not even refer to him as “my brother.” But the father
invites him to “celebrate and rejoice, because your
brother was dead and has come to life again.”
For Reflection: How can I shar e mor e fully in the life
of Christ? Am I more like the prodigal son or the older
brother? Do I understand and appreciate that often I
share in the Father’s mercy just as they did?
AN IMPORTANT LETTER FROM
CARDINAL CUPICH
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
With this letter I write to you about a
development that should disturb us
greatly, both as citizens and as disciples
of Jesus, the Lord of life.
Recently, two bills have been
introduced in the Illinois House and
Senate. The first, House Bill 2495 and Senate Bill 1942,
both identical pieces of legislation, seeks to strip unborn
persons of any protection—or even consideration—
under the law and declare abortion to be a “fundamental
right” and matter of health care. The end result is that an
abortion could be obtained at any stage of pregnancy,
including late term, for any reason and without any
regulation. The law would no longer guarantee any
modicum of humanity or compassion for any unborn
person in Illinois, even if they are partially born. This
legislation also repeals the Abortion Performance
Refusal Act, which protects doctors, nurses and
hospitals who refuse to permit, recommend, perform or
assist in abortion. In so doing, rights of conscience,
especially religious objections, will be lost.
The second piece of legislation House Bill 2467 and
its identical Senate Bill 1594 repeals the Illinois
Parental Notice of Abortion Act. This law, upheld
unanimously by the Illinois Supreme Court just six
years ago, has the common sense purpose of ensuring
that parents would be part of the life-altering decision of
their minor child in the case she seeks an abortion. This
effective law has reduced abortions performed on
minors by fifty-seven percent.
As citizens of a state and people of faith who care
about the common good, I urge you to join me and my
brother bishops in an effort to defeat this radical
departure from current law and practice in our state.
Please reach out to your State Representative and
continued on page 6

stpetersloop.org

THIS WEEK
Monday, April 1
12:10 Divorced & Separated (C)
Repair My House (A/B)
5:00 Men’s Group (A)
5:30 Young Adults (B/C)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, April 2
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 D.A. (C)
Lenten Lecture Series—Fr. Ed McKenzie
(A/B)
5:30 Legion of Mary (P)
Wednesday, April 3
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 San Damiano (C/A)
Catching Fire Book Study—Fr. Derran
(A/B)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Thursday, April 4
7:00 Notre Dame (A/B)
12:00 A.A. (C)
Friday, April 5
7:30 Legal Prayer Group
12:10 Scripture Study - Fr. Robert Karris (C)
A.C.A. (B)
4:15 Stations of the Cross (Church)

Scripture Study
Special Presentation by
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M., Ph.D.

Friday, April 5
12:10 pm, Lower Level
The Book of Signs and the Role of the
Paraclete in John’s Gospel
Please join Fr. Karris for this special
scripture study presentation. All are
welcome!
Group Spiritual Direction
Presented by
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
and Sr. Fran Sulzer FSPA
Wednesday, April 10, 1:30-3 pm
St. Clare Auditorium, Lower Level
This is an opportunity for individuals to experience Group
Spiritual Direction on a monthly basis. Please contact Sr.
Fran Sulzer FSPA at 847-696-9026 or Br. Guillermo
Morales O.F.M. at 312-372-5111 for further information.
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SCRIPTURE STUDY
1 Sam 16: 1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Eph 5: 8-14
A friend once gave me a little book entitled A ttic
People. The book’s premise was that there are two
kinds of people – attic people, who pull you up, and
basement people, who pull you down. My friend saw
me as an attic person.
But it’s pretty easy to be an attic person around our
friends. The question is, how do we treat people who
aren’t our friends? The people who live in our
neighborhood, or go to our church? Or what about
the people we work with? Are we concerned about
the man whose job is disappearing because his
company is moving overseas? What if we’re the one
who has to let someone go? How do we tell them?
Do we offer a severance package to help them pay
their bills until they find work? Do we offer job
counseling and/or space where they can conduct a job
search? Do we pull them up? Or down?
Mary Beth was hired by a large manufacturing
facility specifically to prepare employees for the time
when the plant would be closing a year or two in
advance of its actually doing so. Her job included
planning seminars and workshops on everything from
learning new job skills to developing self-esteem to
preparing a resume. For employees who were not
fluent in English she engaged the services of a
language tutor. She even planned an ice cream social
and a couple of pizza parties in order to reassure the
employees that they were not alone and that the
company really cared what happened to them.
Because this company really did care – enough to
hire Mary Beth to be light for its employees in the
darkness of their fear and confusion over an uncertain
future. This company hired Mary Beth because she
sees and values the dignity of every person she works
with. She does not judge by appearances. She is not
impressed by lofty stature. The 200+ people who
have successfully moved into other jobs because of
her would describe Mary Beth as an attic person.
How would the people we work with describe us?
by Vinal Van Benthem ofs

Stations of the Cross
ss
4:15 pm in the Church
March 29; April 5, 12
Good Friday, April 19 - 5:15 pm

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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Senator to urge defeat of these bills. You can find the
name of your appropriate politicians and their contact
information at https://www.ilcatholic.org/take-action/
action-center/. To find out more about these bills, please
consult the Catholic Conference of Illinois website,
www.ilcatholic.org or call the Office of Human Dignity
and Solidarity at 312-534-5355 for further information.
Entrusting our efforts for all life, from the moment of
conception until natural death, to the care of our Blessed
Mother, I am,
Sincerely yours in Christ,
+Blasé Cardinal Cupich
Archbishop of Chicago
POPE FRANCIS’ SUGGESTIONS TO
LIVE LENT FULLY
At his morning Mass on March 18,
Pope Francis gave his advice on that
day’s Gospel (Lk 6:36-38). One of
Francis’ recommendations was not to
judge and criticize others, and in doing
this, he stressed that we must imitate God’s mercy,
which is infinite.
He also talked about observing this season of fasting,
prayer and almsgiving by being generous, not with
“closed pockets.” Be generous in giving to the poor, to
those in need. Be willing to give good advice and in
giving people smiles.
He reminded us, “The Lord teaches us: Give and it
will be given to you.” When you give, it will be given
back to you, for God always gives us a hundred-fold of
all that we give.
He decried “gossiping” in which we “continually
judge and condemn others,” which makes it
“increasingly difficult to forgive.”
In conclusion, he urged those present (and us) to
embrace almsgiving, not only material alms, but also
spiritual almsgiving, including “wasting time” with
someone in need and visiting the sick and the disabled.
This is time well spent.
PRAYING VESPERS AT ST. PETER’S
We invite you to join us for
Vespers (Evening Prayer) in church
on most Mondays and Wednesdays
shortly after the conclusion of the
5:00 P.M. Mass. This is a common
prayer with both the friars and laity together praying
this liturgical hour of the Church. We provide the book
in which the prayer can be found; all you have to do is
bring yourself and a desire to join with people around
the world who pray this prayer every single day. We are
always finished by 6:00, so you should be able to make
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your train or your bus if you decide to join us. Just come
up to the front of church by the St. Joseph altar, and we
will show you how the prayer is recited. We hope many
people will consider this way of ending your day on a
pleasant note.
A CHUCKLE FOR LENT
A friend was lecturing in Latin America. He was going
to use a translator, but to identify with the audience, he
wanted to begin his talk by saying in Spanish, “Good
evening, ladies and gentlemen.” He arrived at the
auditorium a little early and realized he did not know
the Spanish words for ladies and gentlemen. Being
rather resourceful, he went to the part of the building
where the restrooms were located and looked at the
signs on the two doors, and memorized those two
words.
When the audience arrived and he was introduced, he
stood up and said in Spanish, “Good evening, ladies and
gentlemen.”
The audience was shocked. He didn’t know whether he
had offended them or perhaps they hadn’t heard him or
understood him. So he decided to repeat it. Again in
Spanish he said, “Good evening, ladies and gentlemen.”
One person in the audience began to snicker. Pretty
soon the entire audience was laughing. Finally someone
told him that he had said, “Good evening, bathrooms
and broom closets!”

stpetersloop.org
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ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341
Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ● Sunday 10 am-2 pm

Lenten Items Now Available
Over 1500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards

Catching Fir
Fire
rre
e
Becoming Flame:
Flame
Flam
me:
e:
A Guide for Spiri
Spiritual
itu
itua
ua
al
Transformation
on
Author: Albert Haase

April Book Study Presented by:
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M., Ph.D.
Wednesdays, April 3, 10, 17, 24
12:10-12:50 pm Lower Level
April 3: The Spark from God:
An Introduction to the Spiritual Life
Pre-Read Pages 1-32
April 10: Kindling: Basic Spiritual Concepts
Pre-Read Pages 33-74
April 17: Fanning the Flame: Discernment
Pre-Read Pages 117-156
April 24: Becoming All Flame:
Dynamic Commitments
Pre-Read Pages 157-218

Lenten
L
enten Lecture
re Series 2019
9

Healing: Everyone
ryo
ry
Needs IItt
Tuesdays - April 2, 9
12:10-12:50 pm, Lower Level
April 2
In Retrospect:
Healing of Hurtful Memories

Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
April 9
The Healing Effects of the
Sacrament of the Anointing
of the Sick

Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Free will offering is greatly appreciated.
All are welcome to attend.

Assigned Reading each week.
All are invited to attend.
Free will offering.

Repair My House
Dr. Jerry Hiller & Marilyn
Rochon M.A., LCPC
Mondays, 12:10 - 12:55 pm
Lower Level - $5 donation
Duct Tape Psychology 2: It Isn’t Pretty, But It
Sure Does Hold Your Stuff Together
April 1:
April 8:

Self-Sabotage
Stop Allowing Other People’s Stuff
to Get to You
April 29: Re-Claiming Lost/Forgotten Parts of
Yourself
May 6:
Self-Forgiveness: The Challenge

Thursday, July 18, 2019
Union League Club of Chicago
Silent Auction ~ Live Auction
Open Bar ~ Heavy Appetizers
Sponsors & Auction Items Needed!
To make this evening a success, we are seeking
sponsorships and auction items including: vacation
getaways, unique experiences, dinner and theater
packages, tickets to athletic events, gift cards,
jewelry, sports memorabilia and golf packages. All
donations are greatly appreciated and tax
deductible. Please contact Jo Ann Bednar at 312-8532376 or joanstpeters@gmail.com if you would like to
become a sponsor or donate an auction item.

