St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
APRIL 21, 2019
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, April 20—Easter Vigil
7:00 pm
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M.
Sunday, April 21—Easter Sunday
9:00 am
Fr. Art Anderson O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.

Saints’ Days and Observances
Sun., April 21: Easter Sunday of the Resur r ection
of Our Lord
Mon., April 22: Monday within the Octave of Easter
Tues., April 23: Tuesday within the Octave of Easter
Wed., April 24: Wednesday within the Octave of
Easter
Thurs., April 25: Thur sday within the Octave of Easter
Fri., April 26:

Fr iday within the Octave of Easter

Sat., April 27:

Satur day within the Octave of Easter

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Br. Thom Smith O.F.M. (Vocation Office)
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal .............................................. $ 12,000
April 4-10
Total ...................... $ 9,405
Difference …….$ - 2,595

stpetersloop.org
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

I

t seems that everyone looks
forward to celebrating Easter,
although perhaps from varying
reasons. For some, Easter really
signals the beginning of spring.
No matter what specific date
Easter falls on in a particular
year, we somewhat think of it as
a true transition from the
doldrums of winter to the new
life of spring. For others, Easter signals the time to think
of flowers, gardening, getting the lawn ready for
summer, beginning to think of a possible vacation place
and time, etc. This group thinks tulips, daffodils, lilies,
begonias, hyacinths, daisies, azaleas, etc. Many people
see Easter as a time to look for and to purchase a new
outfit for the day and for the season; new clothes
usually bring a new spirit and a sense of renewal. Still
others look to Easter as a time to do spring cleaning and
fixing up the house to brighten one’s spirits. All of these
are most worthwhile, and they bring great joy and
excitement.
But for a disciple of Jesus, Easter is more about
resurrection and victory, conquering sin and opening
heaven for eternal life. It is about unselfish love and
magnificent wonder, about how far God will go and has
gone for us, his children, even after we have disobeyed
and chosen paths that seemingly would lead to goodness
but actually have led to destruction. Easter is about
crosses vanquished, empty tombs brilliant, and
messages of great joy summed up in those three great
words, HE IS RISEN! It’s about life conquering death,
sun piercing the darkness, good over evil, hope rather
than despair.
Too often we feel overwhelmed by what we see
happening in the world. We wonder whether there will
ever be a time of great peace when it seems that warfare
is everywhere. We shudder about the lack of respect of
one human being for another, when someone can just
shoot a person in a parked car or on a front porch. How
many more times do we have to read about people being
gunned down at a place of worship or outside a clothing
store or near a bar as happened a short time ago to a
police officer in Chicago? We question whether poverty
can ever be addressed so that no one lacks food, water,
basic housing and clothing. We sometimes feel
abandoned by friends or even by God, and we lose our
focus.
It seems like Good Friday will never come to an end,
but Easter Sunday smashes that train of thought and
reminds us that all is not lost, that God is alive and that
we have every reason to live, having been washed clean

by the waters of Baptism and given
the very life of the Risen Lord—
not just at one time but
continuously throughout our lives
here on this earth. Yes, Easter is
real, and we rejoice. Here’s the
way Saint John Chrysostom put it
many years ago:
“Let all pious men and all lovers of
God rejoice in the splendor of this
feast. Let the wise servants blissfully enter into the joy
of their Lord. Let those who have borne the burden of
Lent now receive their pay, and those who have toiled
since the first hour, let them now receive their due
reward. Let any who came after the third hour be
grateful to join in the feast, and those who may have
come after the sixth, let them not be afraid of being too
late, for the Lord is gracious and He receives the last
even as the first. He gives rest to him who comes on the
eleventh hour as well as to him who has toiled since the
first: yes, He has pity on the last, and He serves the first.
He rewards the one and praises the effort.
“Come, you all: enter into the joy of your Lord. You,
the first, and you, the last: receive alike your reward.
You rich and you poor, dance together. You sober and
you weaklings, celebrate the day. You who have kept
the fast and you who have not, rejoice today. The table
is richly loaded; enjoy its royal banquet. The calf is a
fatted one; let no one go away hungry. All of you enjoy
the banquet of faith. All of you receive the riches of his
goodness. Let no one grieve over his poverty, for the
universal kingdom has been revealed. Let no one weep
over his sins, for pardon has shown from the grave. Let
no one fear death, for the death of Our Savior has set us
free: He has destroyed it by enduring it, He has
despoiled Hades by going down into its kingdom, He
has angered it by allowing it to taste of his flesh….
“O death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your
victory? Christ is risen and you are abolished. Christ is
risen and the demons are cast down. Christ is risen and
the angels rejoice. Christ is risen and life is freed. Christ
is risen and the tomb is emptied of the dead. Christ,
being risen from the dead, has become the Leader and
Reviver of those who had fallen asleep. To Him be
glory and power forever and ever. Amen!”
A joyous Easter to one and all from the friars and staff
at St. Peter’s!
THE EASTER VIGIL
The Easter Vigil is the culmination of the Triduum. In
the church’s earliest centuries, the Vigil lasted through
the night, but over the centuries it was shortened. By the
continued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED
16th century it had
disappeared, being
replaced by Easter
Sunday Masses. With the
church’s reform of the
liturgies of Holy Week in
the 1950s, the Vigil
returned. For many
involved in ministry, it is the highlight of the church
year. Done well, it can be a graced moment for those
who participate in it.
The readings offered for tonight’s service span the
story of salvation history from creation to resurrection.
In Genesis, we hear that God created humanity “in our
image, after our likeness.” After creating the humans
and giving them dominion over the other creatures,
“God looked at everything he had made, and he found it
very good.”
Though not narrated in tonight’s readings, we know
that sin entered the world as a result of human choice.
But God continues to reach out to people over the
course of salvation history. In the Abraham story, we
hear of election and a covenant of promise and blessing.
In Exodus the people are rescued from slavery in Egypt
and from death by the power of the sea. Through Isaiah
God proclaims, “With great tenderness I will take you
back,” and then, “Listen, that you may have life.” In
Baruch we are called to “hear the commandments of
life.” And from the prophet Ezekiel we hear, “I will
give you a new heart and a new spirit.” Sin and death
will not be victorious. God seeks to restore a fallen
humanity.
Luke’s narrative tonight tells us that the women who
go to the tomb are greeted with unexpected news: “Why
do you seek the living one among the dead? He is not
here, but he has been raised.” As Joan Chittister says in
The Liturgical Year, “We are also the followers of the
Light that shines beyond the grave.” After celebrating
tonight’s Vigil, may we strive to always walk by that
light and share it with the world.
For Reflection: Which of tonight’s readings has a
special meaning for you? How can I more fully walk by
Christ’s light?
We hope many people will choose to join us for the
Easter Vigil at 7:00 P.M. Not only is this litur gy the
highlight of the liturgical year, but it is celebrated in
such a way that we meditate on how God has revealed
himself through the ages, then how Jesus has given his
life and death for our salvation, how the early Church
came to realize that Jesus indeed was raised from the
dead along with all the implications of that reality, and

how all of this has been passed down to us through the
power of the waters of Baptism right down to this very
night. Even though we do not have anyone being
baptized or making their profession of faith tonight at
St. Peter’s, we will all renew our baptismal promises
and then be sprinkled with the newly blessed Easter
water.
We invite everyone who participates in the Easter
Vigil to join us down in the St. Clare auditorium
after the ceremony for a reception. We can then
share the joy of what we have just celebrated with one
another.
THE SOLEMNITY OF EASTER
Alleluia! Christ is risen from
the dead! Today’s readings
remind us that this
acclamation is about more
than looking back. It also
anticipates the time when our lives will be united with
Christ in glory.
In today’s First Reading, Peter gives a speech at the
home of Cornelius, a Roman centurion and proselyte to
Judaism, who had been prompted in a vision to call
Peter to his household. When Peter arrives, he testifies
about Jesus’ deeds and about how he died and was
raised by God. The phrase “hanging him on a tree”
refers to the Crucifixion and likely reminds its readers
of Deuteronomy 21:22, which says the crucified one is
cursed by God. Yet this is not the end. Peter declares,
“Everyone who believes in him will receive forgiveness
of sins in his name.”
The Gospel’s recounting of Mary Magdalene coming
upon the empty tomb is interrupted by the story of Peter
and the Beloved Disciple arriving at the tomb. The men
enter and see the burial cloths, then go home. The
verses after the conclusion of today’s Gospel show that
only Mary remains at the tomb. Twice she hears,
“Woman, why are you weeping?” Twice she laments
that she cannot find Jesus’ body, but then the Risen
Lord calls her by name and she recognizes him. He
commissions her to go to the disciples as an apostle of
the Resurrection.
The Second Reading addresses the impact of Christ’s
Resurrection for all of us. Our life is hidden now in
Christ, but when he returns, we, too, will appear with
him in glory. Alleluia!
As Peter addresses the disciples in the First Reading,
we hear him recall Jesus’ work among them. Pope
Francis calls to mind Christ’s work among us, the
evangelizers of today, when he speaks of our work of
continued on page 6
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THIS WEEK
Monday, April 22
12:10 Divorced & Separated (C)
5:00 Men’s Group (A)
5:30 Young Adults (B/C)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, April 23
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 D.A. (C)
5:30 Legion of Mary (P)
6:00 Brother Jacoba (C)
Wednesday, April 24
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 Catching Fire Book Study—Fr. Derran
(A/B)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Thursday, April 25
12:00 A.A. (C)
Friday, April 26
12:10 Scripture Study—Fr. Derran (C)
A.C.A. (B)

Catching Fir
Fire
rre
e
Becoming Flame
Flam
Flame:
me:
e:
A Guide for Spiri
Spiritual
Spiritu
itu
itua
ua
al
Transformation
on
Author: Albert Haase

April Book Study Presented by:
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M., Ph.D.
Wednesday, April 24
12:10-12:50 pm Lower Level

April 24: Becoming All Flame:
Dynamic Commitments
Pre-Read Pages 157-218
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SCRIPTURE STUDY
Lk. 24:13-35
While we are accustomed to hearing the Easter story as
recorded in the Gospel of John there is a second option
which may be read in the afternoon on Easter Sunday.
This Gospel, Luke 24:13-35, recounts the story of two of
Jesus' disciples who, on “that very day”, were walking
along the road from Jerusalem to a village called Emmaus.
While they walked they were talking about everything that
had happened and debating what it might mean when they
were approached by a stranger. And you probably know
the rest of the story. These two people, Cleopas and his
companion, had been Jesus’ disciples, yet they did not
recognize Him after the Resurrection. I think I especially
like this story because it feels so familiar. The resurrected
Christ, the Anointed One, walking, unrecognized, among
us.
Years ago, when I was in grade school, we used to have
bomb raid drills. To young people today, that sounds like
ancient history but by 2021, when the last international
nuclear forces treaty is due to be renewed, we could find
ourselves needing more than a school desk to protect us,
which is why students at Notre Dame, Georgetown and
Boston College have come together with the U.S. Bishops’
Conference to explore the ethics of nuclear weapons.
Also, according to a recent United Nations report, more
than 2 billion people worldwide don’t have access to
potable water. It’s no wonder, then, that villagers in Third
World Countries celebrate when, with the help of
volunteers from around the world, they are able at last to
draw clean water from newly-dug wells.
Volunteers provide aid to hurricane victims. Police and
military personnel put their lives on the line in defense of
our country and its citizens. Firefighters run into burning
buildings. Helicopter pilots ferry patients in need of
emergency medical care. Teachers teach and farmers farm.
Jesus continues to fulfill His promise to be with us always
but, like those disciples on the road to Emmaus, we often
fail to recognize Him.
Christ has risen and walks with us. Do we invite Him in?
Or do we just keep walking?

by Vinal Van Benthem ofs

All are invited to attend. Free will offering.

Scripture
p
Study
dyy
Hospitality Sunday
April 28 after the
9 am and 11 am Masses
Please join us in the St. Clare Auditorium
on the lower level for coffee, donuts and
conversation.

Meets
ets Fridays
Fridayy
F
yss
12:10
1
12:1
2:110
101
0-12:50
0
-12
12:50 p
pm
m
Lower Level
ell
Join Fr. Derran Combs or Deacon David
Pham as they discuss the upcoming
weekend Scripture Readings. All are
welcome to attend.

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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evangelization in The Joy of the Gospel:
“The joy of evangelizing always arises
from grateful remembrance. The apostles
never forgot the moment when Jesus
touched their hearts. This remembrance
makes present to us ‘a great cloud of
witnesses.’ Some of them were ordinary
people who introduced us to the life of
faith. The believer is essentially ‘one who
remembers’(#13).
In the reading from Acts, Peter explains that they were
chosen to be eyewitnesses of all that Jesus did and that
they have been commissioned to preach and to testify,
even though they could be persecuted. Such testimony
is still to be made today, Pope Francis states in The Joy
of the Gospel: “The disciple is ready to put his or her
whole life on the line, even to accepting martyrdom, in
bearing witness to Jesus Christ, yet the goal is not to
make enemies but to see God’s word accepted. An
evangelizing community is filled with joy; it celebrates
at every small victory, every step forward” (#24).
Peter’s speech to the disciples in Acts appears to
provide direction for their lives. They are the ones who
know what has happened all over Judea. Not only have
they been eyewitnesses, but Peter reminds them that
they have been commissioned to testify and preach. In
The Joy of the Gospel, Pope Francis explains that God
is with us as we seek reason in what we do. “God’s
presence accompanies the sincere efforts of individuals
and groups to find encouragement and meaning in their
lives. He dwells among them. God does not hide
himself from those who seek him with a sincere heart,
even though they do so tentatively, in a vague and
haphazard manner” (#71).
For Your Reflection: What does it mean to you to be
chosen by God? During Easter Time, how can you seek
what is above? When have you more clearly understood
a truth about God?
AN EASTER LETTER FROM
CARDINAL CUPICH
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
As we walk on our life journeys in this world, we may
often feel overwhelmed. Struggle and suffering can
mark our lives because of health issues, job insecurity,
family concerns, or the painful loss of a loved one. The
world itself, in Saint Paul’s words, “has been
groaning” (Romans 8:22), as it struggles with wars,
violence, ecological degradation, economic injustice,
and natural disasters. And as we are keenly aware this
past year, the Church herself has struggled mightily
with the shameful legacy of abuse and its
mismanagement.
It seems that the landscape of our lives is entirely
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shaped by struggle and suffering. And
that might seem to be the sum and
substance of it all, but, in faith, we
know that it is not. Our celebration of
the Lord’s Resurrection in this Easter
season opens our eyes beyond this
desperate landscape to a new and hope
-filled horizon. There is more to this
story than our struggle and suffering. In the
Resurrection of Jesus, we can begin to see a new life
ahead of us that God offers to us.
As we go forth in this Easter season, I am reminded of
the great Psalm 118 that the Church so often prays:
I was thrust down, thrust down and falling,
but the Lord was my helper.
The Lord is my strength and my song,
and has been my savior.
There are shouts of joy and victory
in the tents of the just. (vv. 13-15)
May this Easter season renew within you and your
loved ones the conviction that God is your helper and an
abiding awareness of your victory in the Risen Lord
Jesus.
Sincerely yours in Christ,
+Blasé Cardinal Cupich
Archbishop of Chicago
A CHUCKLE FOR EASTER
A teacher gave her class of second graders a lesson on
the magnet and what it does.
The next day in a written test, she included this
question: “My full name had six letters. The first one is
M. I am strong and attractive. I pick up things. What am
I?”
When the test papers were turned in, the teacher was
astonished that almost 50 percent of the students
answered the question with the word “Mother.”

stpetersloop.org
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ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341
Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ● Sunday 10 am-2 pm
Over 1500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards

May Book Study
dy
d
y
New Vision of Family Life:
Reflection on
Amoris Laetitia
by Fr. Louis Cameli
Wednesdays, May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29
12:10-12:50 pm Lower Level
Special Presentation by Fr. Cameli ~ May 14
Facilitated by Fr. Derran Combs, OFM, PhD
Required Reading each week. Free will offering.

Financial Workshops
· Wills &Trusts - Thurs., May 2
Workshop includes information about wills and living
trusts; estate planning; and distribution techniques.
· Pre & Post Retirement - Thurs., May 9
Workshop discusses how to maximize Social Security
Benefits; how to supplement Social Security and Pensions;
how to allocate investments to reduce risk and maximize
return potential.
· Catastrophic Care - Thurs., May 23
Workshop covers the emotional and spiritual aspects of
aging; medical and legal needs; and catastrophic care costs
and the need to be remembered.
12:10-12:50 pm, St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
There is no charge for these workshops. If you would
like to attend, please call to reserve your space
312-853-2376.

Thursday, July 18, 2019
Union League Club of Chicago
Silent Auction ~ Live Auction
Open Bar ~ Heavy Appetizers
Tickets On Sale May 1!
Sponsors & Auction Items Needed!
To make this evening a success, we are seeking
sponsorships and auction items including:
vacation getaways, unique experiences, dinner
and theater packages, tickets to athletic events,
gift cards, jewelry, sports memorabilia and golf
packages. All donations are greatly appreciated
and tax deductible. Please contact Jo Ann Bednar
at 312-853-2376 or joannstpeters@gmail.com
if you would like to become a sponsor or donate
an auction item.

Repair My House
Dr. Jerry Hiller &
Marilyn Rochon
M.A., LCPC
Mondays, 12:10 - 12:55 pm
Lower Level - $5 donation

Group Spiritual Direction
Presented by
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
and Sr. Fran Sulzer FSPA
Wednesday, May 15, 1:30-3 pm, Lower Level
This is an opportunity for individuals to experience
Group Spiritual Direction on a monthly basis. Please
contact Sr. Fran Sulzer FSPA at 847-696-9026 or Br.
Guillermo Morales O.F.M. at 312-372-5111 for
further information.

Duct Tape Psychology 2:
It Isn’t Pretty, But It Sure Does
Hold Your Stuff Together
April 29:
May 6:

Re-Claiming Lost/Forgotten
Parts of Yourself
Self-Forgiveness: The Challenge

