St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
MAY 12, 2019
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, May 11
5:00 pm
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Sunday, May 12
9:00 am
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Saints’ Days and Observances
Sun., May 12: Four th Sunday of Easter
Mon., May 13: Easter Weekday
Tues., May 14: St. Matthias
Wed., May 15: Easter Weekday
Thurs., May 16: St. Mar gar et of Cor tona
Fri., May 17:

St. Paschal Baylon

Sat., May 19:

St. Felix of Cantalice

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Br. Paul Shinok Kang O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Br. Thom Smith O.F.M. (Vocation Office)
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal .............................................. $ 12,000
April 25-May 1
Total ...................... $ 6,779
Difference………..$ - 5,221

stpetersloop.org
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

T

his weekend we celebrate the
World Day of Vocations, an
annual celebration on what we
often refer to as Good Shepherd
Sunday since in all three cycles of
the Third Sunday of Easter the
theme is Jesus as the Good
Shepherd. Shepherding and
Vocations are a natural combination since every
vocation has an aspect of shepherding, but especially
one to priesthood, diaconate or the consecrated life. This
year Pope Francis has written a special letter for this
occasion which, as usual, contains excellent
commentary and advice. Much of it can be applied to all
of us, no matter our age or stage of life, but I hope
young adults and millennials in particular will read and
reflect upon it as they are searching not only for the
careers they would like but more importantly for how
God might be calling them to live and serve.
“Two pairs of brothers—Simon and Andrew, and James
and John—are going about their daily tasks as
fishermen. In this demanding work, they had learned the
laws of nature, yet at times, when the winds were
adverse and waves shook their boats, they had to defy
the elements. On some days, the catch of fish amply
repaid their efforts, but on others, an entire night’s work
was not sufficient to fill their nets, and they had to
return to shore weary and disappointed.
“Much of life is like that. Each of us tries to realize his
or her deepest desires; we engage in activities that we
hope will prove enriching, and we put out on a ‘sea’ of
possibilities in the hope of steering the right course, one
that will satisfy our thirst for happiness. Sometimes we
enjoy a good catch, while at others, we need courage to
keep our boat from being tossed by the waves, or we are
frustrated at seeing our nets come up empty.
“As with every call, the Gospel speaks of an encounter.
Jesus walks by, sees those fishermen, and walks up to
them. The same thing happened when we met the
person we wanted to marry, or when we first felt the
attraction of a life of consecration: we were surprised by
an encounter, and at that moment we glimpsed the
promise of a joy capable of bringing fulfillment to our
lives. That day, by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus drew near
to those fishermen, breaking through the ‘paralysis of
routine.’ And he immediately made them a promise: ‘I
will make you fishers of men’ (Mk 1:17).
“The Lord’s call is not an intrusion of God in our
freedom; it is not a ‘cage’ or a burden to be borne. On
the contrary, it is the loving initiative whereby God
encounters us and invites us to be part of a great

undertaking. He opens before our
eyes the horizon of a greater sea and
an abundant catch.
“God in fact desires that our lives
not become banal and predictable,
imprisoned by daily routine, or
unresponsive before decisions that
could give it meaning. The Lord does
not want us to live from day to day, thinking that
nothing is worth fighting for, slowly losing our desire to
set out on new and exciting paths. If at times he makes
us experience a ‘miraculous catch,’ it is because he
wants us to discover that each of us is called—in a
variety of ways—to something grand, and that our lives
should not grow entangled in the nets of an ennui that
dulls the heart. Every vocation is a summons not to
stand on the shore, nets in hand, but to follow Jesus on
the path he has marked out for us, for our own
happiness and for the good of those around us.
“Embracing this promise naturally demands the courage
to risk making a decision. The first disciples, called by
Jesus to be part of something greater, ‘immediately left
their nets and followed him’ (Mk 1:18). Responding to
the Lord’s call involves putting ourselves on the line
and facing a great challenge. It means being ready to
leave behind whatever would keep us tied to our little
boat and prevent us from making a definitive choice.
We are called to be bold and decisive in seeking God’s
plan for our lives. Gazing out at the vast ‘ocean’ of
vocation, we cannot remain content to repair our nets on
the boat that gives us security, but must trust instead in
the Lord’s promise.
“I think primarily of the call to the Christian life which
all of us received at Baptism. It teaches us that our life
is not a fluke but rather a gift: that of being God’s
beloved children, gathered in the great family of the
Church. It is precisely in the ecclesial community that
the Christian life is born and develops, especially
through the liturgy. The liturgy introduces us to God’s
word and the grace of the sacraments. From an early
age, we are taught the art of prayer and fraternal
sharing. In the end, the Church is our mother because
she brings us to new life and leads us to Christ. So we
must love her, even when we see her face marred by
human frailty and sin, and we must help to make her
ever more beautiful and radiant, so that she can bear
witness to God’s love in the world.
“The Christian life thus finds expression in those
decisions that, while giving a precise direction to our
personal journey, also contribute to the growth of God’s
kingdom in our world. I think of the decision to marry
in Christ and to form a family, as well as all those other
continued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED
vocations associated with work and professional life,
with the commitment to charity and solidarity, with
social and political responsibilities, and so forth. These
vocations make us bearers of a promise of goodness,
love and justice, not only for ourselves but also for our
societies and cultures, which need courageous
Christians and authentic witnesses of the kingdom of
God.
“In encountering the Lord, some may feel the attraction
of a call to the consecrated life or to the ordained
priesthood. It is a discovery that can excite and at the
same time frighten us, since we feel called to become
‘fishers of men’ in the barque of the Church by giving
totally of ourselves in commitment to faithful service of
the Gospel and our brothers and sisters. Such a decision
carries the risk of leaving everything behind to follow
the Lord, to devote ourselves completely to him, and to
share in his work. Many kinds of interior resistance can
stand in the way of making this decision, especially in
highly secularized contexts where there no longer seems
to be a place for God and for the Gospel, places where it
is easy to grow discouraged and fall into the ‘weariness
of hope.’
“And yet, there can be no greater joy than to risk one’s
life for the Lord! I would like to say this especially to
you, the young. Do not be deaf to the Lord’s call. If he
calls you to follow this path, do not pull your oars into
the boat, but trust him. Do not yield to fear, which
paralyzes us before the great heights to which the Lord
points us. Always remember that to those who leave
their nets and boat behind and follow him, the Lord
promises the joy of a new life that can fill our hearts and
enliven our journey.
“Dear friends, it is not always easy to discern our
vocation and to steer our life in the right direction. For
this reason, there needs to be a renewed commitment on
the part of the whole Church—priests, religious,
pastoral workers and educators—to provide young
people in particular with opportunities for listening and
discernment. There is a need for a youth ministry and a
vocational promotion that can open the way to
discovering God’s plan, above all through prayer,
meditation on God’s word, Eucharistic Adoration and
spiritual accompaniment.
“On this World Day of Prayer for Vocations, let us join
in prayer and ask the Lord to help us discover his plan
of love for our lives, and to grant us the courage to walk
in the path that, from the beginning, he has chosen for
each of us.”
For more information about becoming a Franciscan
friar, please contact us at yes@befranciscan.com or

phone at 312-853-2384.
For information about the diocesan priesthood, you
may call the Archdiocesan Vocation Office at 312-5348298.
For information about a vocation to become a
Religious Sister, you may call 312-534-5240.
THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Witnessing to the Good News
of Jesus Christ can be fraught
with danger, but we can be
assured that we will be victorious
if we heed the voice of the Good
Shepherd.
In the First Reading, we hear of Paul and Barnabas’
missionary work in Antioch of Pisidia. We see that their
message is not well received by some of their Jewish
brethren, which provides the context for their
declaration that God has sent them to be a light to the
Gentiles. Persecuted and expelled from the region, they
move on in joyful confidence that their mission has
been inspired by God. A word of caution: we should not
take Luke’s words as a condemnation of Judaism.
Rather, he was simply trying to give a reason for why
the Good News spread beyond its original boundaries to
the rest of the world.
The Second Reading provides a commentary on
John’s vision of a great multitude of people in white
robes—a symbol of victory—carrying palm branches,
typically used to greet kings returning from battle. An
elder informs him the people are the martyrs who
endured the great persecution. God now shelters them,
and the Lamb shepherds them.
In today’s Gospel, Jesus assures his followers and
warns his detractors by saying that he knows his sheep
and they know him. His sheep hear his voice and,
because he gives them eternal life, no one can harm
them ever.
The Second Vatican document Lumen gentium
references passages from the Old and New Testaments
as it uses the metaphors of sheepfold and flock for the
Church and shepherd for Christ. The document states:
“The church is, accordingly, a sheepfold, the sole and
necessary entrance to which is Christ. It is also a flock,
of which God foretold that he would himself be the
shepherd and whose sheep, although watched over by
human shepherds, are nevertheless at all times led and
brought to pasture by Christ himself, the Good
Shepherd and prince of shepherds, who gave his life for
his sheep” (#6).
We see God’s love for humankind as Christ in the
continued on page 6
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THIS WEEK

SCRIPTURE STUDY

Monday, May 13
12:10 Divorced & Separated (C)
5:00 Men’s Group (A)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, May 14
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 D.A. (C)
Fr. Louis Cameli—New Vision of Life (A/B)
5:30 Legion of Mary (P)
6:00 Br. Jacoba (C)
Wednesday, May 15
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 San Damiano (C)
1:30 Group Spiritual Direction (A)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Thursday, May 16
12:00 A.A. (C)

Acts 13:14, 43-52; Jn. 10:27-30

Friday, May 17
12:10 Scripture Study—Fr. Derran (C)
A.C.A. (B)
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(Amoris Laetitia)
ia)
Tues., May 14
12:10-12:50 pm, Lower Level
Fr. Louis John Cameli is a priest of the Archdiocese
of Chicago. He studied theology at the Gregorian
University in Rome, where he received his licentiate
in theology in 1970 and a doctorate in theology with a
specialization in spirituality in 1975. Fr. Cameli is the
author of more than a dozen books.
All are invited to attend. Free will offering.

Group Spiritual Direction
Presented by
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
and Sr. Fran Sulzer FSPA
Wednesday, May 15, 1:30-3 pm, Lower Level
This is an opportunity for individuals to experience
Group Spiritual Direction on a monthly basis.
Please contact Sr. Fran Sulzer FSPA at 847-6969026 or Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M. at 312-3725111 for further information.

In a Texas synagogue several people are shot, their rabbi
injured, and one woman killed. In a mosque in Christ
Church, New Zeeland, forty nine worshipers are gunned
down. And eleven people are killed in a Pittsburgh
synagogue. What do they have in common? In each of
these terrorist hate crimes the suspected perpetrator is a
self-proclaimed white nationalist seeking approval for his
acts of violence.
Experts tell us that this increasing violence is much less
about religion than it is about instilling fear and a sense of
vulnerability. And in the face of such fear the Rev. Ronell
Howard, pastor of Christ United Methodist Church of
Piscataway, N.J., reminds us, as people of faith, to
remember that: “We were not given from God this spirit of
fear, but of love and of courage.”
Paul and Barnabas “…entered the synagogue and took
their seats…” and began to speak to the “…Jews and
worshipers who were converts to Judaism…who were
gathered there.” Many were drawn to their message. So
many, in fact, that “[On] the following Sabbath almost the
whole city gathered to hear the word of the Lord.” But
when the local Jewish leaders saw how successful they
were Scripture tells us that “[they]…were filled with
jealousy…” and “…stirred up a persecution against Paul
and Barnabas.” This, too, it seems, was meant to instill
fear and a sense of vulnerability among the people. It
would seem that preaching the Kingdom of God was then,
as it continues to be today, a pretty risky business.
But that isn’t the end of the story. Look again. There is
an outpouring of love coming from people of all faiths as
well as from those who claim none. People are hugging
and singing, placing candles and toys, praying together and
sending notes of encouragement. “These are the ones who
have survived the time of great distress…” and “…no one
[no terrorist or white nationalist, no anti-Semite or antiChristian] can take them out of the Father’s hand.” If you
want to see a spirit of love and courage in action today,
you might want to watch the evening news…

by Vinal Van Benthem ofs
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Join Fr. Derran Combs or Deacon David
Pham as they discuss the upcoming
weekend Scripture Readings. All are
welcome to attend.

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
Gospel notes that he has given eternal life to his sheep.
This love moves the People of God to spread the Good
News. The Catechism of the Catholic Church explains:
“It is from God’s love for all humanity that the Church
in every age receives both the obligation and the vigor
of her missionary dynamism, ‘for the love of Christ
urges us on’” (#851).
For Your Reflection: When has doing the Lor d’s
work filled you with joy? Do you find it comforting that
the People of God are called “the sheep of his flock?”
How can you make time to listen to God’s voice?
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60654.
May God bless you and those you love this Mother’s
Day and always. With every good wish, I remain
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Cardinal Blasé J. Cupich
Archbishop of Chicago

MOTHER’S DAY
On this Mothers Day we want to wish all
mothers, grandmothers, and mothers-tobe a very happy day. Mothers do so
A LETTER FROM CARDINAL CUPICH
much to show their love, care and
concern to their children and thereby
Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
In the Gospels, Jesus teaches us to be a help them to understand God’s great love
for them as well. So often it is mother
living expression of God’s kindness,
who goes out of her way to “make
showing the light of God’s goodness
everything ok” in the midst of hurts of all kinds, who
and mercy to all of our brothers and
hold
everything together in the midst of chaos and
sisters, but especially to the poor, the
confusion
at home, and who are the intercessors
vulnerable, and those facing
between
siblings
from time to time. Moms, thank you
challenging circumstances. Each year
for
all
you
do
day
in and day out. May you be blessed
on Mother’s Day, Catholic Charities
not only today but everyday now and forever.
invites us to be a living expression of God’s goodness
through our gift to the Catholic Charities Mother’s Day
A CHUCKLE FOR THE EASTER SEASON
Collection. With our support, Catholic Charities carries
Recently one Congressman from a Bible Belt
out the important work of the Church to help the poor
congressional district was asked about his attitude
and vulnerable in the Archdiocese of Chicago.
toward whiskey.
People often come to Catholic Charities at the most
The politician responded, “If you mean the demon drink
difficult times of their lives—hungry, afraid, hurting,
that
poisons the mind, pollutes the body, desecrates
alone, homeless, helpless, hopeless. Catholic Charities
family
life, and inflames sinners, then I’m against it.”
cares for people at these desperate times, helping them
He continued, “But if you mean the elixir of Christmas
rebuild their lives and restoring hope for the future.
Catholic Charities provides a broad range of services cheer, the shield against winter chill, the taxable potion
that puts needed funds into public coffers to comfort
to people of all ages and at every stage of life,
little crippled children, then I’m for it. This is my
regardless of religion or background. Whether it’s
position,
and I will not compromise!”
helping young mothers with pregnancy and parenting
services, offering educational and support programs for
at-risk children and teens, counseling those facing
addiction, mental illness or grief, delivering emergency
assistance to families coping with homelessness and
hunger, or providing affordable housing and a variety of
in-home services for seniors, Catholic Charities brings
Christ’s love and mercy to the people and the places that
need it most.
We each have an important role to play in the
Church’s sacred mission to care for those in need.
Please accept my sincere gratitude for your past support
of the Catholic Charities Mother’s Day Collection, and
please consider being as generous as you can again this
year. Contributions can be made during the second
collection on Mother’s Day, anytime at
www.catholiccharities.net/donate, or mail your gift to
Catholic Charities, 721 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago, IL
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ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341
Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ● Sunday 10 am-2 pm

Over 1500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards
Gala Ticket Sales Door Prize!
All Gala Tickets purchased by June 12 will be
entered into a raffle for a special door prize drawn
at the Gala on July 18. Winner need not be present.

Purchase your tickets now!
May Book Study
dy
d
y
New Vision of Family Life:
Reflection on
The Joy of Love
(Amoris Laetitia)
by Fr. Louis Cameli
Facilitated by Fr. Derran Combs, OFM, PhD

May 14*, 22, 29
12:10-12:50 pm
St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
*Special presentation by Fr. Cameli May 14

May 14: *Special Presentation by—
Fr. Louis J. Cameli
May 22: The Challenges to Spiritual-Moral
Formation
Pre-Read Chapters 4-6
May 29: The Challenges for the Domestic Church
Pre-Read Chapters 7-9
Assigned reading for each week.
All are invited to attend. Free will offering.

Thursday, July 18, 2019
Union League Club of Chicago
Silent Auction ~ Live Auction
Open Bar ~ Heavy Appetizers
Volunteers Needed to Sell Tickets
after Masses in the Lobby
Sponsors & Auction Items Needed!
To make this evening a success, we are
seeking sponsorships and auction items
including: vacation getaways, unique
experiences, dinner and theater packages,
tickets to athletic events, gift cards, jewelry,
sports memorabilia and golf packages. All
donations are greatly appreciated and tax
deductible. Please contact - Jo Ann Bednar at
312-853-2376, joannstpeters@gmail.com if
you would like to become a sponsor, donate
an auction item or volunteer.
Repair My House
Dr. Jerry Hiller &
Marilyn Rochon
M.A., LCPC
Monday, 12:10 - 12:55 pm
Lower Level - $5 donation

Financial Workshops
Catastrophic Care - Thurs., May 23
Workshop covers the emotional and spiritual aspects of
aging; medical and legal needs; and catastrophic care costs
and the need to be remembered.
12:10-12:50 pm, St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
There is no charge for these workshops. If you would
like to attend, please call to reserve your space
312-853-2376.

Duct Tape Psychology 2:
It Isn’t Pretty, But It Sure Does
Hold Your Stuff Together
May 6:

Self-Forgiveness: The Challenge

