St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
JUNE 30, 2019
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, June 29
5:00 pm
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Sunday, June 30
9:00 am
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.

Saints’ Days and Observances
Sun., June 30:

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mon., July 1:

St. Junipero Serra

Tues., July 2:

Ordinary Time

Wed., July 3:

St. Thomas the Apostle

Thurs., July 4:

Independence Day

Fri., July 5:

Or dinar y Time

Sat., July 6:

Or dinar y Time

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Br. Paul Shinok Kang O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Br. Thom Smith O.F.M. (Vocation Office)
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal .............................................. $ 12,000
June 13-19
Total ....................... $ 8,207
Difference………..$ - 3,793

stpetersloop.org
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR
INDEPENDENCE DAY 2019
Thursday, July 4, 2019
nce again we are ready to
celebrate the Fourth of July, one
of the biggest holidays of the year.
That’s partially due to it occurring in
the middle of summer with the
possibility of going to the beach,
having a family reunion, grilling with
a picnic, or just chilling out in some other way. We
always think of fireworks, parades and weekend trips.
For some it coincides with a family vacation, whether
that be at a lake not too far away or perhaps Disney
World in Orlando. Here in our part of the country we
expect high temperatures, lots of sunshine and glorious
humidity.
What do we celebrate? During the American
Revolution, the legal separation of the thirteen colonies
from Great Britain occurred on July 2, 1776, when the
Second Continental Congress voted to approve a
resolution of independence that had been proposed in
June by Richard Henry Lee of Virginia. After voting for
independence, Congress turned its attention to the
Declaration of Independence, a statement explaining
this decision, which had been prepared by a Committee
of Five, with Thomas Jefferson as its principal author.
Congress debated and revised the Declaration, finally
approving it on July 4. A day earlier, John Adams had
written to his wife Abigail:
The second day of July, 1776, will be the most
memorable epoch in the history of America. I am apt to
believe that it will be celebrated by succeeding
generations as the great anniversary festival. It ought to
be commemorated as the day of deliverance, by solemn
acts of devotion to God Almighty. It ought to be
solemnized with pomp and parade, with shows, games,
sports, guns, bells, bonfires and illuminations, from one
end of this continent to the other, from this time forward
forever more.
Adam’s prediction was off by two days. From the
outset, Americans celebrated independence on July 4,
the date shown on the much-publicized Declaration of
Independence, rather than on July 2, the date the
resolution of independence was approved in a closed
session of Congress.
How things have changed between (1776) and now
(2019). We were thirteen colonies (states); now we are
fifty. We were a nation of patriots and pilgrims; now we
are considered the most powerful nation in the world
known for freedom, equality, equal opportunity and a
high standard of living. At the time of the Declaration

O

we were 2.6 million people living in
the newly independent nation; now we
are 328,913,412 million people on this
4th of July 2019. We still have our
struggles, we still have our
disagreements, but we strive to live
what we declared those many years
ago. As a thankful nation, we pray:
God Bless America!
We invite you to include in your holiday plans to join
us for the Eucharist at 10:00 A.M. here at St.
Peter’s. The chur ch will be open only fr om 9:0011:00 on July 4th so that the friars too might enjoy a day
of rest and celebration.
THIRTEENETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
In our reading from
Luke’s Gospel account,
Jesus has been
preaching in Galilee.
Today’s reading shows
Jesus turning his
attention to Jerusalem:
“When the days for
Jesus being taken up were fulfilled, he resolutely
determined to journey to Jerusalem.” His decision will
result in his death, yet he embraces this outcome.
Difficult challenges also face Jesus’ potential followers.
Three would-be followers ask to join Jesus. Before
setting out, each has a request. One would like to return
home to bury a father and another to bid farewell to
family. Nothing could be more human than these
requests, but Jesus rejects them. This shocks us until we
realize that Jesus is exaggerating to get his point across.
Jesus never opposes upholding family ties. After all,
“Honor your father and your mother” is one of the Ten
Commandments. Jesus had also criticized the Pharisees
for their refusal to support their elderly parents by
“dedicating their money to God.”
Jesus highlights the foundational requirement for
following him. Commitment to Jesus must be total.
Even family bonds cannot take precedence over one’s
bond with God. The same was true in Old Testament
times. The people of Israel constantly turned away from
following God wholeheartedly by worshipping other
gods. In the First Reading, Elisha offered a similar
excuse for delaying following Elijah.
Pope Francis expresses well the wholehearted demand
of our relationship with Christ: “Being Christian is not
just obeying orders but means being in Christ, thinking
like him, acting like him, loving like him; it means
letting him take possession of our life and change it,
continued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED
transform it” (General
Audience, Wednesday,
April 10, 2017).
Jesus invited people to
follow him, but they did so
with their free will. A
response to an invitation to
a life of discipleship is
done only through a free
act of faith. In the Second
Reading, St. Paul tells the
Galatians, “You were called to freedom.” In Dignitatus
humanae, Pope Paul VI explains, “The act of faith of its
very nature is a free act. The human person, redeemed
by Christ the Savior and called through Jesus Christ to
be an adopted child of God, can assent to God’s selfrevelation only through being drawn to the Father and
through submitting to God with a faith that is
reasonable and free” (#10).
In the reading from Galatians, St. Paul calls on the
community to use their freedom as it has been intended.
He tells them, “Do not use this freedom as an
opportunity for the flesh; rather, serve one another
through love.” The Second Vatican Council document
Gaudium et spes notes that grace aids us as we freely
choose to do good. “Humanity’s dignity therefore
requires them to act out of conscious and free choice, as
moved and drawn in a personal way from within, and
not by their own blind impulses or by external
constraint. People gain such dignity when, freeing
themselves of all slavery to the passions, they press
forward towards their goal by freely choosing what is
good, and, by their diligence and skill, effectively
secure for themselves the means suited to this end.
Since human freedom is weakened by sin, it is only by
the help of God’s grace that people can properly orient
themselves towards God” (#17).
For Your Reflection: Do you r egar d fr eedom as an
opportunity to love and serve others? How might you
work on a bad habit that is in opposition to loving your
neighbor like yourself? What have you put ahead of
following Christ?
SOLEMNITY OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL
Saturday, June 29, 2019
One of the great feasts of the liturgical year is that of
Saints Peter and Paul, which this year we celebrate on
Saturday, June 29. The feast reminds us of these two
great leaders in the early Church: Peter, the first Pope,
and Paul, the great Apostle to the Gentiles. They had
very different personalities and leadership skills, but
both of them made monumental contributions to

spreading the Good News
after Jesus ascended back to
the Father and entrusted the
building of the Kingdom to
his chosen apostles and
disciples. This feast is also
the patronal feast of our
parish, but this year we will
not be able to celebrate it
with the usual celebrity
because it occurs on
Saturday. We will celebrate
it at our noon Mass on
Saturday, so we invite you, if at all possible, to join
us for that Mass.
St. Mark ends the first half of his Gospel with a
triumphant climax. He has recorded doubt,
misunderstanding and the opposition of many to Jesus.
Now Peter makes his great confession of faith: “You are
the Messiah” (Mk 8:29). It was one of the many
glorious moments in Peter’s life, beginning with the day
he was called from his nets along the Sea of Galilee to
become a fisher of men for Jesus.
The New Testament clearly shows Peter as the leader
of the apostles, chosen by Jesus to have a special
relationship with him. With James and John he was
privileged to witness the Transfiguration, the raising of
a dead child to life and the agony in Gethsemane. His
mother-in-law was cured by Jesus. He was sent with
John to prepare for the last Passover before Jesus’
death. His name is first on every list of apostles.
But the Gospels prove their own trustworthiness by
the unflattering details they include about Peter. He
clearly had no public relations person. It is a great
comfort for ordinary mortals to know that Peter also has
his human weakness, even in the presence of Jesus. He
generously gave up all things, yet he can ask in childish
self-regard, “What are we going to get for all this?” (Mt
19:27). He receives the full force of Christ’s anger when
he objects to the idea of a suffering Messiah: “Get
behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me. You are
thinking not as God does, but as human beings do” (Mt
16:23).
Now for Paul—if the most well known preacher today
suddenly began preaching that the United States should
adopt Marxism and not rely on the Constitution, the
angry reaction would help us understand Paul’s life
when he started preaching that Christ alone can save us.
He had been the most Pharisaic of Pharisees, the most
legalistic of Mosaic lawyers. Now he suddenly appears
to other Jews as a heretical welcomer of Gentiles, a
continued on page 6
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THIS WEEK
Monday, July 1
12:10 Divorced and Separated (C)
Repair My House (A/B)
5:00 Men’s Group (A)
5:30 Young Adults (Ch)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, July 2
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 D.A. (B)
5:30 Legion of Mary (P)
6:00 Brother Jacoba (C)
Wednesday, July 3
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 San Damiano (Ch)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Thursday, July 4 Independence Day
Church Open 9-11 am; Mass 10 am
No Programs
Friday, July 5
No Programs

Independence Day
Thursday, July 4th
Church Open 9-11 am
Mass 10 am
THEOLOGY ON TAP 2019
9
Mondays, July 8, 15 & 22
5:30-7:30 pm
St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
Once again the St. Peter’s Young Adults
would like to invite all Young Adults (20-40
year olds) to attend our annual celebration of
Theology on Tap. And, we are happy to host
three sessions of TOT here at St. Peter’s:
Monday, July 8 5:30 to 7:30 pm
Speaker: Margaret Chen
Title: "Authenticity, The Foundation of Joy"
Monday, July 15 5:30 to 7:30 pm
Speaker: Father Ed Shea OFM
Title: “Open My Eyes, Lord”
Monday, July 22 5:30 to 7:30 pm
Speaker: Deacon Allan Tartara
Title: “Recharging Your Spiritual Batteries”
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SCRIPTURE STUDY
1 Kings 19:16b, 19-21; Lk. 9:51-62
At first glance the readings this Sunday seem to be
speaking in opposites. In the Book of Kings Elijah the
Prophet invites Elisha to follow him. When Elisha asks for
time to kiss his father and mother goodbye Elijah
encourages him to “Go back.” However, when the young
man in Luke asks permission to go bury his father Jesus
almost seems to snap at him! What’s the difference? Why
is one man encouraged and the other reprimanded? And
what could Jesus mean when He says, “Let the dead bury
their dead”? What sense does that make? Surely the dead
can’t do much of anything. Or maybe that’s the point…
One summer afternoon a few years ago I found myself
being swept along by crowds of people at lunchtime in
downtown Chicago. Many stared straight ahead, looking
neither right nor left. Some listened to music on various
devices. Some were engrossed in cell phone
conversations. But generally speaking, most of them
seemed totally oblivious to their surroundings. They were
like dead men and women walking, no more alive to what
was going on around them than the buses and taxis that
roared past. “Let the dead bury their dead.”
Later I walked over to Millennium Park. Here, too, there
were crowds of people, but somehow these people seemed
different. These people were A LIV E! Parents pushing
babies in strollers; lovers holding hands; wide-eyed
tourists excitedly turning their cameras from shot to shot.
Here there was conversation and laughter, flowers and
trees, and a place for weary walkers to rest and enjoy the
music of the city orchestra rehearsing nearby. In other
words here, in a myriad of ways, the living kingdom of
God was being proclaimed.
Jesus says to each one of us, “Follow me.” How do we
respond? Do we walk through life head down, eyes
averted, deaf to what’s going on around us? Or do we
greet the day with open eyes and ears, ready to receive
whatever gift it offers? Do we embrace the future with a
kiss? Or do we remain forever stuck in saying goodbye to
the past?
by Vinal Van Benthem ofs

Reconciliation at St. Peter’s
The Sacrament of Confession
is available at St. Peter's
Monday - Friday from 7:30 am
- 6:00 pm and on Saturday
from 12-4:30 pm. No
appointment needed, just come
into the church and find the
confessional that is in use.

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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traitor and apostate.
Paul’s central conviction was simple and absolute:
Only God can save humanity. No human effort—even
the most scrupulous observance of law—can create a
human good which we can bring to God as reparation
for sin and payment for grace. To be saved from itself,
from sin, from the devil and from death, humanity must
open itself completely to the saving power of Jesus.
Paul never lost his love for his Jewish family, though
he carried on a lifelong debate with them about the
uselessness of the Law without Christ. He reminded the
Gentiles that they were grafted on the parent stock of
the Jews, who were still God’s chosen people, the
children of the promise. And he poured himself out in
preaching throughout Asia Minor, establishing
communities of faith, revisiting them from time to time
to encourage them, and finally suffering death for the
sake of the Lord.
ST. PETER’S GALA
St. Peter’s Gala, the major
fund raiser for our parish,
will be held at the Union
League Club on Jackson, on
Thursday, July 18, from
5:30-8:30 P.M. It will be a great time to visit with other
parishioners as well as with new friends while sipping a
cool drink and enjoying magnificent food. We also have
some magnificent items for you to purchase and to bid
on during the silent and live auctions. The profits from
this event go totally to reducing our budget deficit
which is considerable each year. Last year we netted c.
$150,000; this year our goal is to top that amount by a
significant margin. Tickets @ $175.00 apiece are still
on sale after the Masses on weekends and weekdays, or
at other times when the front office is open. We hope to
see you there.
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charity to those in need.
Your generosity allows
the Pope to respond to our
suffering brothers and
sisters.
For example, in the
dioceses of Embeder,
Harar, and Mek in
Ethiopia, people rely
exclusively on
subsistence farming and
nomadic herding. The El
Nino weather
phenomenon worsened
drought conditions in these regions, and the people fear
a new famine that could be far worse than the 1984
famine that led to more than a million deaths in
Ethiopia. But your support of the collection is helping
the Holy Father to bring aid to the affected villages.
Your donations have funded food and medicines that
give the Ethiopian people a measure of relief and hope.
The Peter’s Pence Collection has raised nearly $190
million to support our suffering brothers and sisters
around the globe. Thank you for standing in solidarity
with the Holy See through your generosity Please
continue to pray for all those who suffer and are facing
adversity in any way.
A SUMMERTIME CHUCKLE
A pastor awoke one morning to find a dead donkey in
his front yard. He had no idea how it got there, but he
knew he had to get rid of it. He called the sanitation
department, the health department, and several other
agencies, but no one seemed able to help him.
In desperation, the good reverend called the mayor and
asked what could be done.
The mayor must have been having a bad day. “Why
PETER’S PENCE SECOND COLLECTION
bother me?” he asked. “You’re a preacher. It’s your job
THIS WEEKEND
to bury the dead.”
The Peter’s Pence Collection derives its name from an The pastor lost his cool. “Yes,” he snapped, “but I
ancient custom. In the ninth century England, King
thought I should at least notify the next of kin.”
Alfred the Great collected money, a “pence” from
landowners, as financial support for the Pope. Today,
the Peter’s Pence Collection supports the Pope’s
philanthropy by giving the Holy Father the means to
provide emergency assistance to those in need because
of natural disaster, war, oppression and disease.
Pope Francis calls each of us to witness to charity and
to show God’s mercy to one another. He encourages us
to “open our eyes and see the misery of the world, the
wounds of our brothers and sisters who are denied their
dignity, and let us recognize that we are compelled to
heed their cry for help!” The Peter’s Pence Collection
unites us in solidarity to the Holy See and its works of

stpetersloop.org
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ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341
Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ● Sunday 10 am-2 pm

Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards
Gala Tickets on Sale after All Masses Everyday in
the Lobby. Only a limited number will be sold.
Purchase your tickets TODAY!

Repair My House
Dr. Jerry Hiller &
Marilyn Rochon M.A.,
LCPC
Monday, 12:10 - 12:55 pm Lower Level
$5 donation
Duct Tape Psychology 3: It Isn’t Pretty, But It
Sure Does Hold Your Stuff Together
July 1—“I Can’t vs. I Won’t”

Memorial
Votive Candles
St. Peter's is currently accepting
reservations for the memorial votive
candles within the Church. Once lit,
the candles burn 24 hours a day for one year. A
plaque in front of your candle notes who it is lit in
honor of. Applications are available at the front
office of St. Peter's. The cost is $150.

Little
tle Rock Scripture Stu
Study
ud
dy
Begins in August!
t!
St. Peter’s Church will offer a new Scripture Study
Program on Fridays beginning in August. The
Little Rock Scripture Series will replace the Friday
Scripture Study program. More information will
be available in the coming months. Check the
bulletin, website and Facebook for updates. All are
welcome to attend!

