St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
JULY 28, 2019
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, July 27
5:00 pm
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M.
Sunday, July 28
9:00 am
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.

Saints’ Days and Observances
Sun., July 28:

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mon., July 29:

St. Martha

Tues., July 30:

Ordinary Time

Wed., July 31:

St. Ignatius of Loyola

Thurs., August 1: St. Alphonsus Liguori
Fri., August 2:

Our Lady of the Angels of
Portiuncula

Sat., August 3:

Ordinary Time

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Br. Paul Shinok Kang O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Br. Thom Smith O.F.M. (Vocation Office)
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal .............................................. $ 12,000
July 11-17
Total.................... $ 9,672
Difference………..$ - 2,328

stpetersloop.org
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

T

he previous two weeks in our
church bulletin I wrote about
Dorothy Day, one of the people I admire
so much about how she tried to put her
faith into practice in very concrete ways
throughout her life, especially after she
became a Catholic. It’s not that she
didn’t struggle in this regard from time
to time, but she worked through those
struggles by prayer and meditation on
the Word of God, and I think she
became a saint.
Today I’d like to reflect on another
contemporary person who in her own
way also moved through various phases
of her life in relationship with Jesus Christ and with
people she encountered in her day-to-day existence. It
was through those encounters that she became wedded
to the poor and truly a saint. This person is Mother
Teresa, now Saint Teresa. She came to be recognized as
the face of mercy toward the sick, the dying, the hungry
and the unborn. The corporal works of mercy were what
she did and her religious order continues to do to the
present day.
Mother Teresa of Calcutta brought smiles to the faces
of countless individuals. A story she told upon receiving
the 1979 Nobel Peace Prize illustrates how much a
smile on the face of someone weakened by illness
meant to her. One evening, she and several sisters from
the community she founded, the Missionaries of
Charity, went out and “picked up four people from the
street. And one of them was in a most terrible
condition.” Mother Teresa asked the sisters with her to
“take care of the other three,” saying she would “take
care of this one that looked worse.” So she “did for her
all that my love can do. I put her in bed, and there was
such a beautiful smile on her face. She took hold of my
hand, as she said one word only, ‘thank you,’ and she
died.”
Then Mother Teresa asked herself what she might
have said had she been in the woman’s situation. “I
would have tried to draw a little attention to myself. I
would have said I am hungry, that I am dying, I am
cold, I am in pain or something,” she supposed. But that
woman gave me much more—she gave me her grateful
love. And she died with a smile on her face,” she
commented.
Something similar happened with “a man whom we
picked up from the drain, half eaten with worms,” she
told her Nobel audience. “We brought him to the home”
and he said: “I have lived like an animal in the street,

but I am going to die like an angel, loved
and cared for.” She added: “It was so
wonderful to see the greatness of that
man who could speak like that, who
could die like that without blaming
anybody, without cursing anybody.”
Many who readily acknowledge
Mother Teresa as an inviting sign of
mercy undoubtedly feel that the
situations she encountered among
India’s poorest people differ from the
situations they confront. But she
encouraged everyone to practice the
works of mercy in their own
circumstances, beginning at home. After
all, people who are profoundly ill feel vulnerable no
matter where they are. Even those who are encouraged
by the long-term prospect of recovery can feel alone in
their illness or pain and saddened or even depressed by
it.
Mother Teresa grasped this. Her words make clear
that she considered it immensely valuable simply to
spend time with a sick person, to make oneself available
to that person in caring ways. “It is a gift of God to us to
be able to share our love with others,” she said in her
Nobel lecture. She found Christ “in the smile that we
give and in the smile we receive.” She suggested to her
audience that there may be someone in their families
“who is feeling lonely, who is feeling sick, who is
feeling worried.” Sometimes, she observed, people find
it difficult “to smile at each other,” but a smile, she
believed, “is the beginning of love, and once we begin
to love each other, naturally we want to do something.”
The ways of approaching sick and suffering people
recommended by Mother Teresa are not reserved to
medical personnel. But she did not want all the ordinary
ways of caring for the sick, being present to them and
expressing love for them to be slighted in importance.
For her, quite naturally, the works of mercy were rooted
in faith. Her Nobel lecture stressed that “Jesus makes
himself the hungry one, the naked one, the homeless
one, the sick one, the one in prison, the lonely one, the
unwanted one, and he says: You did it to me.”
In his homily at her canonization Mass, Pope Francis
spoke about Mother Teresa’s life of service. “Mother
Teresa, in all aspects of her life, was a generous
dispenser of divine mercy, making herself available for
everyone through her welcome and defense of human
life, those unborn and those abandoned and discarded.
She bowed down before those who were spent, left to
die on the side of the road, seeing in them their Godcontinued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED
given dignity. She made her voice heard before the
powers of this world, so that they might recognize their
guilt for the crime of poverty they created.”
He also told the faithful to follow her example and
practice compassion. “Mercy was the salt which gave
flavor to her work, it was the light which shone in the
darkness of the many who no longer had tears to shed
for their poverty and suffering. May she be your model
of holiness.”
Despite the enormous scale of her charitable activities
and the millions of lives she touched, to her dying day
she held only the most humble conception of her own
achievements. Summing up her life in characteristically
self-effacing fashion, Mother Teresa said, “By blood, I
am Albanian, by citizenship, an Indian. By faith, I am a
Catholic nun. As to my calling, I belong to the world.
As to my heart, I belong entirely to the Heart of Jesus.”
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Today’s readings provide
the insight that our image
of God influences how we
pray. In the First Reading,
Abraham bargains with
God over the number of
good people needed to
save all the inhabitants in
the city. God emerges as a kind and patient negotiator.
In Paul’s Letter to the Colossians, God is kind and
compassionate. Proclaimed in today’s Second Reading,
from that letter, God has “forgiven us all our
transgressions; obliterating the bond against us, nailing
it to the cross.” God’s forgiveness is total. Both
readings contain the foundational dimensions of the
Christian image of God as kind, generous, and
completely forgiving.
Luke’s Gospel account presents Jesus as a man of
prayer. Inspired by Jesus’ example, his disciples in
today’s reading ask him to teach them how to pray. In
the prayer he gives them (a shortened version of
Matthew’s account of the Lord’s Prayer), Jesus deepens
their image of God as generous and forgiving.
Beginning with “Abba”/”Father,” a small child’s
address to a father (“Daddy”), Jesus issues an invitation
to approach God with the trust and love a child has for
parents. Jesus shows them that prayer is about forming a
relationship with God.
As an aside, you might want to check out a book by
Fr. Bill Burton, O.F.M., which you can purchase down
in our Book and Gift Shop on the lower level of the
church. It’s called ABBA Isn’t DADDY and other
Biblical Surprises. Her e’s what the author says of his

book:
The Bible is filled with surprises! By
the time you finish reading this book,
you will find this statement to be very
true. Here’s another statement:
Studying the Bible is itself a fun and
entertaining endeavor. Now, you may
not be so sure of this one! In fact,
many Catholics are intimidated by
Bible study. They shy away from it, thinking it to be
“too hard” or something reserved for experts and
priests. This isn’t so! You really can study the Bible and
find it to be an engaging and fun experience. Stay with
me! You will be surprised!
In the rest of the Gospel passage, Jesus continues this
intimate relationship between God and God’s children.
“What father among you would hand his son a snake
when he asks for a fish? How much more will the
Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask
him?” In prayer, God knows his children’s needs better
than they know themselves. Prayer will establish the
most intimate of relationships between the believer and
God through “the Holy Spirit” of love.
In the Gospel we hear Jesus teach his followers how
to pray, relating that God answers their prayers. The
Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy explains that
Christians must make private prayer a part of their lives
as well as prayer with the community. The document
states: “The spiritual life, however, is not limited solely
to participation in the liturgy. Christians are indeed
called to pray in union with each other, but they must
also enter into their chamber to pray to the Father in
secret; further, according to the teaching of the Apostle,
they should pray without ceasing. We learn from the
same Apostle that we must always bear about in our
body the dying of Jesus, so that the life also of Jesus
may be made manifest in our bodily frame” (#12).
Jesus explains in the Gospel (Luke 11:1-13) that his
followers should trust in God and come to him with
their needs. The Catechism of the Catholic Church
states: “Nothing is equal to prayer; for what is
impossible it makes possible, what is difficult, easy. For
it is impossible, utterly impossible, for the man who
prays eagerly and invokes God ceaselessly ever to
sin” (#2744, quoting St. John Chrysostom).
For Your Reflection: What do you need to do to
reserve quiet time for daily prayer? When have you
persevered in prayer? Does your prayer life reveal the
level of trust you have in God?

continued on page 6
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THIS WEEK
Monday, July 29
12:10 Divorced and Separated (C)
5:00 Men’s Group (P)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, July 30
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 D.A. (B)
5:30 Legion of Mary (P)
Wednesday, July 31
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 San Damiano (Ch)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Thursday, August 1
7:00 Notre Dame Entrepreneurs (A/B)
12:00 A.A. (C)
Friday, August 2
7:30 Legal Prayer Group (C)
12:10 A.C.A. (B)

August
g
Book
oo Study
y
Following Jesu
Jesus
sus
(Catholic
olic Spirituality for
fo Adults)
Adults)
Ad
By John Shea
ea
The theologian and popular storyteller John Shea
introduces us to a Jesus who is uncompromising in
his desire for us to follow
w him and experience peace,
joy, love, and assurance.
ce.
Presented by:
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M., Ph.D.
Tuesdays, August 7, 14, 21, 28
12:10-12:50 pm Lower Level
August 7: Introductions through Chapter 2
Pre-Read Pages 9-53
August 14: Chapters 3 & 4
Pre-Read Pages 54-77
August 21: Chapters 5 & 6
Pre-Read Pages 78-93
August 28: Chapters 7-9
Pre-Read Pages 94-140
Assigned reading for each week.
Books may be purchased at St. Peter’s Book Store.
All are invited to attend. Free will offering.
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SCRIPTURE STUDY
Lk. 11: 1-13
It’s no secret that countries around the world are
currently experiencing an economic crisis of epic
proportions. While experts assure us that our
unemployment rate is going down, many Americans work
long hours with few if any benefits. College students
graduate with staggering loan debt and no guarantee of
work as they enter a continually shrinking job market.
Small businesses fail and the number of mortgage
foreclosures continues to rise while CEOs of major
corporations receive outrageous bonuses and pay little or
nothing in corporate income taxes.
Our country remains embroiled in wars and conflicts
with no promise of victory on the horizon; out-of-control
forest fires, unstable weather patterns and melting sea ice
threaten the environment and destroy the lives and
livelihood of thousands; homes are lost to fire and flood.
Here at home and in countries around the world there are
people trying desperately to recover from earthquakes,
hurricanes and other natural disasters. How do we reach
out to people in countries in Africa where the stench of
genocide still hangs in the air? To people living in tent
cities and on garbage dumps with no clean water or
sanitation? How do we reach out to countries that need
our help when we know that there is a legitimate concern
that such aid may simply serve to support corrupt
politicians?
A fisherman in New Orleans wants the same things for
his family as a farmer in Rwanda; a soldier’s widow in
Iraq has the same concerns for her children as a coal
miner’s widow in West Virginia. Each asks for a fish.
And yet, often we are tempted to hand them a snake.
People caught in an unprecedented economic downtown
ask for an egg. Do we give them a scorpion? “Give us
this day our daily bread.” Jesus taught us to say these
words but these words do not belong to us. Others also
pray these words. “Whatsoever you do to the least of my
brothers and sisters …” These are difficult times and
difficult questions. There are no easy answers. But we
must at least get up and open the door…
by Vinal Van Benthem ofs

Facilitators Needed forr
Little Rock Scripture Study
udy
Facilitators are needed for the Little Rock Scripture
Series which will begin August 30th. Training for
new facilitators will take place on Aug. 9 and Aug. 16.
Only one training session needs to be attended.
Materials will be provided.
If you would like to become a facilitator for the Little
Rock Scripture Series, please contact Fr. Derran
Combs, O.F.M at 312-372-5111, ext. 355; email
frderran.stpeters@gmail.com.
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FEAST OF OUR LADY OF THE ANGELS
THE PORTIUNCULA INDULGENCE
Friday, August 2, 2019, is the Feast
of the Portiuncula or Our Lady of
the Angels. This name is derived
from a little church in Assisi known
as St. Mary of the Angels. This
chapel, later called the “Little
Portion” or Portiuncula, became the
“cradle” of the Franciscan Order. It
was one of the churches rebuilt by
St. Francis when he first began his public ministry.
One night Francis went to this chapel and was graced
with a vision of the Blessed Virgin Mary, surrounded by
a multitude of angels. Then, the Lord spoke and asked
Francis to seek some special favor of Him. After
pondering this request, Francis asked that a full pardon
of their sins would be granted to anyone who visited
this little chapel and met the proper conditions. This
grace, called a plenary indulgence, can only be obtained
from noon on Thursday, August 1, until midnight on
Friday, August 2.
The conditions for gaining this indulgence, either for
oneself or for a deceased loved one, include going to
confession and Holy Communion within a period of
eight days before or after this feast. In addition, one
must pray the Our Father as well as the Creed for the
Holy Father’s intentions, and pray some additional
prayer, e.g., the Peace Prayer of St. Francis, while in
church. This plenary indulgence was later extended to
include any Franciscan church throughout the world.
We invite you, therefore, to visit St. Peter’s during the
times specified above. The church will be open as usual
on Thursday and Friday from 5:30 A.M. until 7:00 P.M.
To celebrate this feast in a special way, we will have a
Festive Mass at 12:15. Please join us if at all possible.
FRANCISCAN CHAPTER OF MATS
Going back all the way to the time of
Saint Francis, we Franciscans
periodically enjoy what is called a
“Chapter of Mats.” It received this
name because the friars would come
from all over a region and bring a
backpack and a mat to sleep on, and
they would meet in an open area to
share their lives together and to get to know each other
in a casual manner. This type of gathering was not to
legislate or to have all kinds of presentations but rather
to socialize and to pray together.
This type of gathering has been continued from time
to time down through the ages right up to the present.
Our Franciscan Province of the Sacred Heart has held
such a chapter occasionally throughout our history. Now
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that six of the seven OFM Provinces are working
toward merging in the future, we are having a Chapter
of Mats for all six provinces in Denver this week (July
29-August 2). We are expecting that close to 400 friars
from these six provinces will gather to socialize, to
pray, and to get to know each other over those five days.
We hope it will turn out to be a significant time in
moving the merger process forward.
Eight friars from St. Peter’s will be attending this
Chapter of Mats. We do not anticipate that our regular
ministry schedule will be greatly affected while they are
gone, but it may happen that some unforeseen things
occur which will necessitate a small reduction. We ask
for your understanding, your patience, and your prayers
during this week.
A SUMMERTIME CHUCKLE
A preacher dies, and when he gets to heaven, he sees a
New York cab driver who has more crowns than he
does. He says to an angel, “I don’t get it. I devoted my
whole life to my congregation.”
The angel says, “We reward results. Did your
congregation always pay attention when you gave a
sermon?”
The preacher replied, “Once in a while someone fell
asleep.”
The angel answered, “Right. And when people rode in
this guy’s taxi, they not only stayed awake; they usually
prayed!”

stpetersloop.org
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ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341
Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ● Sunday 10 am-2 pm

Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards
Feast of St. Clare
Monday, August 12
Solemn Mass with Choir ~ 11:40 am
Solemn Vespers ~ 5:40 pm

Fall Lecture Series
es

Unabridged Catholicism
m
Come and join Father
Derran Combs, O.F.M.,
Ph.D. as he explores the fundamental
teachings and practices in the Roman
Catholic tradition. Each session will be
rooted in Catholic apologetics and
catechesis for adults who desire to pursue their faith
formation with essential teaching material that will
equip them for evangelization.
Tuesdays, 12:10-12:50 pm
St. Clare Auditorium, Lower Level
August 13:
August 20:
August 27:

Church Part 1
Church Part 2
Venerating Mary,
the Mother of God
September 10: The Real Presence of Christ
in the Eucharist
October 1:
Tools of Prayer
Statues and Images
October 8:
Intercessory Prayer
October 22: Sacred Tradition and the Bible
October 29: Calling Priests “Father”
November 12: Moments in Black Catholic History
The Slavery Years
November 19: Moments in Black Catholic History
Emancipation
All are welcome to attend. Free will offering.

St. Clare
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Lower Level
el
August 8
The Franciscan Movement
through the Eyes of Clare
Presented by Fr. Kenneth Capalbo, O.F.M.

August 22
The Life of Clare (Part 1)
Presented by Fr. Robert Hutmacher, O.F. M.

August 28
An Artistic Presentation of the Life of Clare
Presented by Fr. Robert Hutmacher, O.F. M.

Repair My House
Dr. Jerry Hiller &
Marilyn Rochon
M.A., LCPC
Mondays, 12:10 - 12:55 pm Lower Level
$5 donation
Duct Tape Psychology 4:
It Isn’t Pretty, But It Sure Does
Hold Your Stuff Together
· August 5
Stress and Your Gut: What to Hold On To, and
What To Let Go Of
· August 19
Not Patient Enough vs. Too Patient
· August 26
Manage Your Parental Voices

