St. Peter’s Church
Franciscans of the Sacred Heart Province
AUGUST 4, 2019
WEEKEND MASSES
Saturday: 12:00 noon
Saturday evening: 5:00 p.m.
(Sunday obligation satisfied)
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00 a.m.,
12:30 p.m., and 6:00 p.m.

WEEKDAY MASSES
6:15 a.m., 7:15 a.m., 8:15 a.m., 11:40 a.m.,
12:15 p.m., 1:15 p.m., 5:00 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day and
Holiday Schedules.

CONFESSIONS
Weekdays: 7:30 a.m.—6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12:00 p.m.—4:30 p.m.
Consult bulletin for special Holy Day Schedule.

DEVOTIONS/PRAYER
Mondays & Wednesdays:
Evening Prayer after 5:00 p.m. Mass
Tuesdays: St. Anthony devotions after
every Mass
Friday: Marian devotions after 1:15 p.m. Mass
Eucharistic Adoration:
Monday - Friday 1:45—4:45 p.m.
Benediction: Monday - Friday , 4:45 p.m.

OFFICE HOURS
Weekdays: 9:00 a.m.- 6:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 noon - 6:00 p.m.

CHURCH HOURS
Weekdays: 5:30 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturdays: 11:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Sundays: 8:30 a.m.- 7:00 p.m.

110 West Madison Street ● Chicago, Illinois 60602-4196
312.372.5111 ● www.stpetersloop.org

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church

Weekend Presiders
Saturday, August 3
5:00 pm
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M.
Sunday, August 4
9:00 am
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M.
11:00 am
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
12:30 pm
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
6:00 pm
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.

Saints’ Days and Observances
Sun., August 4:

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Mon., August 5:

Ordinary Time

Tues., August 6:

The Transfiguration of the Lord

Wed., August 7:

Ordinary Time

Thurs., August 8: St. Dominic
Fri., August 9:

Ordinary Time

Sat., August 10:

St. Lawrence

ST. PETER’S STAFF
Director of Liturgy and Music
Gregory Ceurvorst 312-853-2412
Associate Director of Liturgy and Music
Coordinator of Liturgical Ministers
James Kapellas 312-853-2418
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FRANCISCAN FRIAR STAFF
Friar Confessors & Staff:
Fr. Kurt Hartrich O.F.M., Pastor
Fr. Ken Capalbo O.F.M.
Fr. Wenceslaus Church O.F.M.
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M.
Fr. Mario DiCicco O.F.M.
Fr. Tom Ess O.F.M.
Br. Leo Geurts O.F.M
Fr. James Hoffman O.F.M.
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M.
Br. Thomas Krull O.F.M.
Br. William Lanning O.F.M.
Fr. Ed McKenzie O.F.M.
Br. Guillermo Morales O.F.M.
Fr. George Musial O.F.M.
Fr. Bill Rooney O.F.M.
Fr. Carlos Ruiz O.F.M.
Fr. Elric Sampson O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M.
Fr. Ed Tverdek O.F.M.
Part-time Friar Staff:
Fr. Arthur Anderson O.F.M.
In Residence:
Br. Erlison Campos O.F.M.
Br. Doug Collins O.F.M.
Br. Vagner Ferreira O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Hutmacher O.F.M.
Br. Paul Shinok Kang O.F.M.
Fr. Robert Karris O.F.M.
Br. Bill Schulte O.F.M.
Br. Marc Sheckells O.F.M.
Br. Raymond Shuhert O.F.M.
Br. Thom Smith O.F.M. (Vocation Office)
Fr. Paul Tuan O.F.M.

Director of Environment and Sacristan
Phil Bujnowski 312-628-1254

Programs Director
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Communications & Activities Director
Jo Ann Bednar 312-853-2376
Director of Public Safety
Gilbert Mathews 312-853-2334
Business Manager
Br. Clarence Klingert O.F.M. 312-372-5111
Young Adult Ministry
Fr. Ed Shea O.F.M. 773-892-4134

WEEKLY COLLECTIONS
Many thanks to those of you who have contributed to
St. Peter’s collection this past week. Your gifts are
essential to our ministry, and we are grateful.
Weekly Goal .............................................. $ 12,000
July 18-24
Total....................... $ 8,219
Difference………..$ - 3,781

stpetersloop.org
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR

O

ne of the real problems of our time
is the issue of and the availability of
pornography. In some ways this is not a
new phenomenon, but what is relatively
new is the fact that pornography is no
longer relegated to adult book stores and
adult theaters. Anyone of any age can
now bring up pornographic images of all
kinds on home computers, iPhones and
Tablets, and it is readily accessible on the
cell phones children use at a very early
age. In other words, it is all around us
and sometimes it can also appear on our
television screens in our living rooms and dens.
For this reason, the Bishops of the United States
issued a Pastoral Letter on pornography in November
2015 entitled “Create in Me a Clean Heart: A Pastoral
Response to Pornography.” They begin their message as
follows:
“As pastors of the Catholic Church, we offer this
statement to give a word of hope and healing to those
who have been harmed by pornography and to raise
awareness of its pervasiveness and harms. In the
confessional and in our daily ministry and work with
families, we have seen the corrosive damage caused by
pornography—children whose innocence is stolen, men
and women who feel great guilt and shame for viewing
pornography occasionally or habitually, spouses who
feel betrayed and traumatized, and men, women and
children exploited by the pornography industry. While
the production and use of pornography has always been
a problem, in recent years its impact has grown
exponentially, in large part due to the internet and
mobile technology. Some have even described it as a
public health crisis. Everyone, in some way, is affected
by increased pornography use in society. We all suffer
negative consequences from its distorted view of the
human person and sexuality. As bishops, we are called
to proclaim anew the abundant mercy and healing of
God found in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, and
through his Church.
“The audience of this statement is broad because
pornography affects so many people’s lives and requires
a collaborative, concentrated effort by all of us to
counter its harms. The statement itself is addressed
primarily to parents, clergy, diocesan and parish leaders,
educators, mental health professionals, and all those in
positions to help protect children from pornography and
heal the men, women and young people who themselves
view pornography, whether occasionally or habitually,
or who have been victimized by pornography. Finally,
we speak to religious allies and all people of good will

who want to work together toward a
culture of purity that upholds the dignity
of every person and the sacredness of
human sexuality.”
Viewing pornography can distort one’s
view of sexuality, marriage and the
opposite sex. It also has direct
connections with sins such as adultery,
domestic violence, the abuse of children
in child pornography and sex trafficking.
And it can lead to addiction with frequent
use. It is so pervasive that it harms
countless men, women, children,
marriages and families. Yet so many in our society
consider it a harmless pastime, “adult entertainment.”
Studies show that the average age of first exposure to
pornography is 11, which means that many children are
exposed even earlier. Almost all young males and more
than half of young females see pornography before age
18. And we hear about young people “sexting,” creating
their own pornography by sending sexual photographs
of themselves to peers. Children and teens can easily
become more accepting of premarital sex, of viewing
women as sex objects, and of some degrading sexual
practices that are prevalent in pornography.
Pornography is closely connected to masturbation, the
bishops say. “While popular culture largely sees it as
acceptable, masturbation is contrary to chastity and the
dignity of one’s body. Like other sins against chastity, it
seeks sexual pleasure outside of the mutual self-giving
and fruitful intimacy of spouses in marriage, in this
case, even outside of any relationship at all.”
The bishops say that the sin of pornography, like any
other sin, “needs the Lord’s forgiveness and should be
confessed within the sacrament of penance and
reconciliation. The damage it causes to oneself, one’s
relationships, society, and the Body of Christ needs
healing.” Pornography is a distortion of God’s plan for
sexuality. The Catholic Church has always taught that
sexual activity is reserved for married couples.
Therefore, the bishops say, “God’s plan for marriage
and chastity within marriage brings real happiness and
intimacy to couples; the Church wants this for all
husbands and wives.”
I would encourage you to read the entire text of this
Bishops’ Pastoral by googling the title, “Create in Me a
Clean Heart: A Pastoral Response to Pornography.” I
think you will find there much food for thought and
reflection. Especially if you are parents, you will find
some excellent suggestions about how you can work
with your children in helping them to form good and
continued on page 4
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THOUGHTS FROM THE PASTOR - CONTINUED
lasting chaste habits so that hopefully they can avoid the
dangers of falling into pornography. And if by chance
you find that you have lapsed into watching
pornography, this Pastoral Letter will help you, along
with God’s grace, to find ways of overcoming the habit.
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
“If today you hear his voice,
harden not your hearts.”
Today’s readings contain God’s
challenge to reassess life’s
priorities and live accordingly.
“Vanity of vanities…All things
are vanity,” shouts the
preacher, who offers a sober evaluation of life and
work. He questions the value of someone working so
hard to acquire a fortune that upon death will go to an
idle, lazy person. Trust should be placed in what
matters.
Paul answers the question raised by the First Reading.
Ultimately, our priority should be set on “what is above
not on what is on earth.” In Baptism, we have died with
Christ and have been raised to a new creation. We are
called to a life with Christ in God for eternity.
Jesus’ parable challenges a reassessment of true
security. A rich man placed all his security in amassing
an ever larger fortune. He dies suddenly and “the things
you have prepared, to whom will they belong?” The
lesson of the parable is that we should place our security
in our relationship with God rather than on earthly
wealth.
Another dimension to this parable emerges from its
context. The parable is given in response to the question
shouted from the crowd: “Teacher, tell my brother to
share the inheritance with me.” Jesus turns the query
back on the questioner: “Is money more important than
your relationship with your brother?” The parable
provides a challenge to reassess our priorities in life.
Our focus should not be on temporal wealth that soon
disappears but on our spiritual relationship with God
and one another.
In the reading from Colossians, Paul tells us how to
focus our lives if we are to be with God in the afterlife.
He says that those who seek what is above and think of
what is above will find their life in Christ and will be
with him in glory. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church states: “The sixth beatitude proclaims, ‘Blessed
are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.’ ‘Pure in
heart’ refers to those who have attuned their intellects
and wills to the demands of God’s holiness” (#2518).
The rich man in the Gospel has enjoyed the bountiful

harvest that God has provided on his land. It is up to
this man to decide whether he will share his wealth or
hoard it for a day that might never come. The
Catechism of the Catholic Church explains that
humankind discerns goodness and truth from the
abundance that God provides. The Catechism states:
“Man participates in the wisdom and goodness of the
Creator, which enables man to discern by reason the
good and the evil, the truth and the lie” (#1954).
For Your Reflection: Can a pr eoccupation with
work be a form of vanity? How can seeking God’s will
be a form of dying to yourself? When has an event in
your life prompted you to reassess your priorities?
THE FEAST OF THE TRANSFIGURATION OF
THE LORD
Tuesday, August 6, 2019
About a week after Jesus plainly told his
disciples that he would suffer, be killed,
and be raised to life, he took Peter, James
and John up a mountain to pray. While
praying, his personal appearance was
changed into a glorified form, and his
clothing became dazzling white. Moses
and Elijah appeared and talked with Jesus about his
death that would soon take place. Peter, not knowing
what he was saying and being very fearful, offered to
put up three shelters for them. This is undoubtedly a
reference to the booths that were used to celebrate the
Feast of Tabernacles, when the Israelites dwelt in
booths for 7 days. Peter was expressing a wish to stay in
that place. When a cloud enveloped them, a voice said,
“This is my Son, whom I have chosen, whom I love;
listen to Him!” The cloud lifted, Moses and Elijah had
disappeared, and Jesus was alone with his disciples who
were still very much afraid. Jesus warned them not to
tell anyone what they had seen until after his
resurrection.
Undoubtedly, the purpose of the transfiguration of
Christ into at least a part of his heavenly glory was so
that the “inner circle” of his disciples could gain a
greater understanding of who Jesus was. Christ
underwent a dramatic change in appearance in order
that the disciples could behold him in his glory. The
disciples, who had only known him in his human body,
now had a greater realization of the deity of Christ,
though they could not fully comprehend it. That gave
them the reassurance they needed after hearing the
shocking news of his coming death.
The disciples never forgot what happened that day on
the mountain and no doubt this was intended. John
continued on page 6
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THIS WEEK
Monday, August 5
12:10 Repair My House (A/B)
Divorced and Separated (C)
5:00 Men’s Group (P)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Tuesday, August 6
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 D.A. (B)
5:30 Legion of Mary (P)
Wednesday, August 7
6:45 A.A. (C)
12:10 Book Study—Following Jesus
Fr. Derran (B)
San Damiano (Ch)
5:40 Evening Prayer (Ch)
Thursday, August 8
12:00 A.A. (C)
12:10 St. Clare Lecture Series: Franciscan
Movement—Fr. Ken Capalbo (A/B)
Friday, August 9
12:10 A.C.A. (B)

August
g
Book
oo Study
y
Following Jesu
Jesus
sus
(Catholic
olic Spirituality for
fo Adults)
Adults)
Ad
By John Shea
ea
The theologian and popular storyteller John Shea
introduces us to a Jesus who is uncompromising in
his desire for us to follow
w him and experience peace,
joy, love, and assurance.
ce.
Presented by:
Fr. Derran Combs O.F.M., Ph.D.
Tuesdays, August 7, 14, 21, 28
12:10-12:50 pm Lower Level
August 7: Introductions through Chapter 2
Pre-Read Pages 9-53
August 14: Chapters 3 & 4
Pre-Read Pages 54-77
August 21: Chapters 5 & 6
Pre-Read Pages 78-93
August 28: Chapters 7-9
Pre-Read Pages 94-140
Assigned reading for each week.
Books may be purchased at St. Peter’s Book Store.
All are invited to attend. Free will offering.
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SCRIPTURE STUDY
Lk. 12: 13-21
I received an email from a friend a few days ago. Her
brother-in-law had just died following a long illness and
her family was looking to her to make funeral
arrangements. Unfortunately, her family lives some
distance from my friend so planning has had to be done via
phone and email. And it has not been easy.
I knew that her brother-in-law had been struggling with
cancer and had been undergoing a variety of treatments
until it became evident that he was most likely not going to
beat the disease. That’s when the emails and phone calls
asking for my friend to step in started. “We need your
help.” And so my friend made the first of several trips
back home.
“How is your family taking this?” I asked, knowing that
her sister and other family members had been feeling
somewhat overwhelmed since the onset of her brother-inlaw’s illness. So her response didn’t really surprise me.
While her sister was the primary caregiver my friend had
been named Power of Attorney. Now family members
who had managed to remain uninvolved in her brother-inlaw’s care are coming forward to claim their share of what
he might leave behind. “Someone in the crowd said to
Jesus, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to share the inheritance
with me.’”
Bookstore shelves are filled with titles related to simple
living as we become more conscious of the fact that
natural resources are limited. Finally, we seem to be
developing a respect for the earth. Unfortunately,
however, this respect doesn’t always carry over to the way
we treat one another, especially when it comes time to
distribute the inheritance left behind by a family member.
Ask any funeral director and you’ll hear the stories;
eavesdrop at any family reunion and you’ll probably hear
more.
“Take care to guard against all greed…” “’You fool, this
night your life will be demanded of you; and the things
you have prepared, to whom will they belong?” When a
loved one draws close to death we may each have to
answer the same question.
by Vinal Van Benthem ofs

Little Rock Scripture Begins

Friday, August 23
12:10-12:50 pm Lower Level
$10 Registration Fee Includes Materials
Aug. 23: Introduction to the Little Rock
Approach to Scripture Study
Aug. 30: Background to Luke’s Gospel
Sept. 6: Luke: Chapters 12-13 Part 1
Sept. 13: Luke: Chapters 12-13 Part 2
Sept. 20: Luke: Chapters 14-16 Part 1
Sept. 27: Luke: Chapters 14-16 Part 2

Welcome to St. Peter’s Church
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wrote in his gospel, “We have seen his glory, the glory
of the one and only” (Jn 1:14). Peter also wrote of it,
“We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we
told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he
received honor and glory from God the Father when the
voice came to him from the majestic glory, saying,
‘This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well
pleased.’ We ourselves heard this voice that came from
heaven when we were with him on the sacred
mountain” (2Pt 1:16-18). Those who witnessed the
transfiguration bore witness to it to the other disciples
and to countless millions down through the centuries.
FEAST OF SAINT DOMINIC
Thursday, August 8, 2019
If he hadn’t taken a trip with his bishop,
Dominic would probably have remained
within the structure of contemplative life.
After the trip, he spent the rest of his life
being a contemplative in active apostolic
work. Born in old Castile, Spain, Dominic
was trained for the priesthood by a priestuncle, studied the arts and theology, and became a
canon of the cathedral at Osma, where there was an
attempt to revive the apostolic common life described in
the Acts of the Apostles.
On a journey through France with his bishop,
Dominic came face to face with the then virulent
Albigensian heresy at Languedoc. The Albigensians—
or Cathari, “the pure ones”—held to two principles—
one good, one evil—in the world. All matter is evil;
hence they denied the Incarnation and the sacraments.
On the same principle, they abstained from procreation
and took a minimum of food and drink. The inner circle
led what some people regarded as a heroic life of purity
and asceticism not shared by ordinary followers.
Dominic sensed the need for the Church to combat
this heresy and was commissioned to be part of the
preaching crusade against it. He saw immediately why
the preaching crusade was not succeeding; the ordinary
people admired and followed the ascetical heroes of the
Albigensians. Understandably, they were not impressed
by the Catholic preachers who travelled with horse and
retinues, stayed at the best inns and had servants.
Dominic, therefore, with three Cistercians, began
itinerant preaching according to the gospel ideal. He
continued this work for ten years, being successful with
the ordinary people but not with the leaders.
His fellow preachers gradually became a community,
and in 1215 Dominic founded a religious house at
Toulouse, the beginning of the Order of Preachers or
Dominicans.
Dominic’s ideal, and that of his Order, was to
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organically link a life with God, study, and prayer in all
forms, with a ministry of salvation to people by the
word of God. His ideal: contemplata tradere: “to pass on
the fruits of contemplation” or “to speak only of God or
with God.”
The Dominican ideal, like that of all religious
communities, is for the imitation, not merely the
admiration, of the rest of the Church. The effective
combining of contemplation and activity is the vocation
of truck driver Smith as well as theologian Aquinas.
Acquired contemplation is the tranquil abiding in the
presence of God and is an integral part of any full
human life. It must be the wellspring of all Christian
activity.
WELCOME, FR. BILL ROONEY, O.F.M.
I would like to introduce our newest friar to join our
ministry at St. Peter’s. He is Fr. Bill Rooney, O.F.M.,
who grew up in Sioux City, Iowa, and has been both a
friar and a priest for quite a few years. Some of you who
have been coming to St. Peter’s for a number of years
may recognize him because he was stationed here a
while back, but since then, he has served as a pastor of a
parish in Cleveland, Ohio, and most recently as a pastor
in Dietrich, Illinois, near Teutopolis. Fr. Bill will be
living at our St. Gratian Friary in suburban Countryside
and commuting each day to the Loop for ministry. He is
a very outgoing person, and I think you will enjoy his
presence at the altar, in the confessional, on the
mezzanine and in the Front Office. Please welcome him
and introduce yourself when you see him.
A SUMMERTIME CHUCKLE
Three guys are fishing on a lake when an angel appears
in the boat with them. The first guy gets over his shock
and humbly says to the angel, “I’ve suffered from back
pain for years. Is it too much to ask that you help me?”
The angel touches the man’s back, and he feels instant
relief.
The second guy points to his Coke-bottle glasses and
asks if the angel could cure his poor eyesight. The angel
tosses the man’s glasses into the lake. When they hit the
water, the man’s vision clears and he can see everything
distinctly.
The angel now turns to the third guy, who throws up his
hands in fear. “Don’t touch me!” he cries. “I’m on
disability!”
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ST. PETER’S BOOK & GIFT SHOP
Located on the Lower Level ● 312-853-2341
Monday-Wednesday 10 am-3 pm ● Thursday & Friday 10 am-6 pm ● Sunday 10 am-2 pm

Over 1,500 Book Titles, Rosaries, Bibles, Cards,
DVD’s, CD’s, Baptism Gifts, Gold & Sterling Silver Medals,
Religious Art, Figurines, Prayer Cards
Feast of St. Clare
Monday, August 12
Solemn Mass with Choir ~ 11:40 am
Solemn Vespers ~ 5:40 pm

St. Clare Lecture Series
es
Thursdays,
T
Thu
hursda
hur
sdays, 12:10
2:10
0-12:50
- 2:5
: 0 pm
m
St. Clare Auditorium Lower Level
el
August 8

Fall Lecture Seriess

The Franciscan Movement through
the Eyes of Clare

Unabridged Catholicism
m
Come and join Father Derran
Combs, O.F.M., Ph.D. as he
explores the fundamental teachings and
practices in the Roman Catholic tradition. Each
session will be rooted in Catholic apologetics
and catechesis for adults who desire to pursue
their faith formation with essential teaching material that
will equip them for evangelization.

Tuesdays, 12:10-12:50 pm
St. Clare Auditorium, Lower Level
The Biblical Origins of the Church
August 13:
August 20:
The Church Today: Postmodern
Issues
August 27:
Venerating Mary,
the Mother of God
September 10: The Real Presence of Christ
in the Eucharist
October 1:
Tools of Prayer
Statues and Images
October 8:
Intercessory Prayer
October 15: The Rosary—Gospel on a String
October 22: Sacred Tradition and the Bible
October 29: Calling Priests “Father”
November 12: Moments in Black Catholic History
The Slavery Years
November 19: Moments in Black Catholic History
Emancipation
All are welcome to attend. Free will offering.

Presented by Fr. Kenneth Capalbo, O.F.M.

August 22 & 29
CLARE OF ASSISI, the play

Fr. Bob Hutmacher OFM

Megan Wells

In 1992 Karen Lee Hodgson wrote a onewoman show, Clare of Assisi, and asked Fr.
Bob Hutmacher, ofm, to score music for the
play. Ms. Hodgson and Fr. Bob traveled
throughout the U.S. and Canada in 1992-93
performing this work for the 800th
anniversary of the birth of St. Clare. This
revival will be presented on two successive
Thursdays, August 22 and 29 at 12:10 p.m.
St. Clare will be portrayed by famed story
teller and actress, Megan Wells and music
will be provided live by Denise La Giglia, flute
and Fr. Bob on harp.

Denise La Giglia

Repair My House
Dr. Jerry Hiller & Marilyn
Rochon M.A., LCPC
Mondays, 12:10 - 12:55 pm Lower Level
$5 donation
Duct Tape Psychology 4:
It Isn’t Pretty, But It Sure Does
Hold Your Stuff Together
· August 5
Stress and Your Gut: What to Hold On To, and
What To Let Go Of
· August 19
Not Patient Enough vs. Too Patient
· August 26
Manage Your Parental Voices

